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SATURDAY,  May  31,  1788. 

Scribimus  inclusi  numeros  ille,  hie  pede  liber . 

Persius* 

Pent  in  our  lonely  College,  we  compofe 
Some  meafur’d  numbers,  Jome  unfetter'd  profe, 

i 

A  S  I  know  of  no  other  advantage  refulting 
from  a  prefatory  addrefs  to  the  Publick  than  to 
excite  a  curiofity,  (perhaps  not  to  be  gratified) 
I  am  almoft  tempted  to  throw  myfelf  upon  the 
clemency  of  the  contradted  circle  of  my  readers, 
nor  truft  to  the  uncertain  reception  which  a 
preface  might  obtain, 

B  But 
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But  as  I  find  that  few  of  the  celebrated  writers 
of  modern  days  have  ventured  to  approach  that 
auguft  afiembly  c  The  Publick/  unaided  by  an 
introductory  chaperon,  I  fear  it  would  argue  too 
great  a  degree  of  confidence,  for  an  humble 
fchool-boy  to  expofe  his  lucubrations  to  public 
animadverfion, without  firft  undergoing  the  necef- 
iary  and  accuftomed  ordeal  of  authors. 

i 

It  will  be  necefiary,  therefore,  in  the  firft  place* 
to  inform  my  Readers  of  what  they  are  to  expeCt; 
and,  in  a  manner,  give  them  a  foretafte  of  what 
revolving  hours  will  more  fully  exemplify. 

Our  predeceffors  in  an  eafy,  elegant  ftyle,  pro¬ 
cured  themfelves  much  honor,  as  well  as  an 
infinite  fund  of  amufement  to  their  readers,  by  a 
Periodical  Eftay,  entitled  rThe  Connoifteur.> 

On  this  foundation  I  erect  the  bulwark  of  my 
hopes.  In  Sacred  Writ,  we  learn  that  the  fins  of 
the  parents  arc  vilited  upon  the  children :  is  it  not 
then  confiftent  with  juftice,  that  pofterity  fhould  be 
benefited  bv  the  virtues'  of  their  anceftors,  and 
that  thofe  who  have  read  the  Connoifteur  with 
profit  arid  delight,  fhould  pardon  the  wanderings 
of  the  inexperienced  Trifier  ?  • 

Aware 


The  Trifler. 


5 


Aware  of  the  jefts,  with  which  the  pretenders 
to  wit  will  affauk  my  title,  fuch  as  our  Weftr 
mi  after  friend  has  trifled  with  common  fen  ft  : 

His  productions  are  too  trifling  to  appear  in 
print,  or  for  men  of  our  known  wit  and  humour 
to  trifle  away  our  time  in  the  perufal  of: 

However  fuperbly  his  outfide  may  hereafter 
appear,  I  allure  ye,  he  is  but  a  mere  trifler 
within. 

Notwithftanding  thefe  and  many  more  of  the 
fame  filly  ftamp  ftare  me  in  the  face,— a 
Trifler  I  am  refolved  to  be:  efpecially  as  I  know* 
trifling,  in  all  its  branches,  to  be  extremely  agree¬ 
able  to  the  ladies ;  whofe  patronage,  far  abov^ 

'  .  i 

the  mufty  race  of  pedants,  I  am  ambitious  of 
acquiring ;  for  fhould  I  venture  fo  to  alter  the 
expreftion  of  Horace,  I  would  prognofticate,  H*f 
nuga  in  Jeria  dueent. 

As  my  fabri  ckwill.  be  compofed  of  fuchflender 
materials,  I  have  chofen  a  name  equally  frivolous 
and  trifling. 

But  if,  after  the  unpromifing  outlines  I  have 
drawn,  curiofity  fhould  excite  to  read,  or  bene- 

A  2  volence 
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volence  prompt  the  publick  to  encourage  a 
willing,  though  inexperienced  author,  gratitude 
will  add  Strength  to  a  defire  of  pleafing,  already 
Strong,  and  probably  infpire  the  imagination  of 
the  author  to  produce  fomething  not  altogether 
unworthy  the  perufalofhis  benefactors. 

My  intention  is  to  prefent  to  my  Readers  a 
mifcellaneous  farrago,  where  many  topicks  being 
promifciioufy  blended  together,  I  may  chance 
to  blunder  on  fomething  amufing. 

My  effays  will  be  like  my  difpofition,  change¬ 
able,  wandering  and  diversified ;  I  wifh  I  could 

% 

add  entertaining.— But  if  a  genius'  fo  exalted  as 
Addiibn,  could  difcover  merit  and  amufement 
through  the  aged  ruft  and  fimplicity  of  ancient 
anonymous  ballads,  I  may  furely  hope  that 
inferior  intellectual  capacities  may  find  fome  Small 
fhare  of  pleafure  in  the  puerile  writing  of  a 
fchcol-boy. 

And  in  order  that  my  effays  may  be  more 
likely  to  pleafe  the  variegated  geniufes  of  my 
readers,  I  Shall  endeavour  to  catch  “  The  flying 
Cynthia  of  the  moment,”  and  as  far  as  my  Strength 
will  permit  me,  £C  hold  the  mirror  up  to  Nature.” 

-Effays  and  Elegies*  Profe  and  Poetry,  will  al¬ 
ternately 
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ternately  fucceed  each  other,  through  all  the 
mazes  of  periodical  confufion. 

Lectures  on  philofophy,  metaphyftcks,  Or 
towards  the  enforcement  of  morality,  from  a 
beardlefs  boy,  would,  I  am  convinced,  excite  the 
rifible  mufcles  of  many  of  my  readers.  Each  of 
thefe,  I  fhall,  as  much  as  poffible,  in  my  papers 
endeavour  to  avoid. 

Immured  within  the  walls  of  my  College,  to 
fatirize  the  follies  of  high  life,  of  which  I  can  be 
but  a  diftant  fpedtator,  may  be  thought  highly 
inconfiftent. 

My  fituation  and  confinement  equally  preclude 
me  from  moving  in  the  fphere  of  fafhion,  fo  the 
foibles  themfelves,  and  not  perfonalities,  muft  be 
the  objedt  of  my  fatire. 

Nor,  although  adtually  moving  almoft  within 
the  limits  *of  the  court,  do  the  beams  of  royalty 
from  the  King,  or  even  the  Queen,  (although  the 
name  of  our  Founderefs  is  in  the  Temple  of 
Fame  enrolled  foremoft  in  the  glorious  lift  ot 
Britifh  females)  ever  chafe  away  the  clouds  of 
negledi:  and  obfcurity  with  which  we  are  over- 
firadowed ;  it  is  not  for  us,  therefore,  to  chaunt 

out 
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out  the  amiable  affemblage  of  regal  and  domedic 
virtues  which  adorn  our  Sovereign’s  bread. 

Let  it  be  the  labor  of  thofe,  to  whom  their 
patronage  has  been  extended,  and  over  whom 
the  fun-fhine  of  royal  favor  has  never  ceafed  to 
diredt  its  golden  rays,  to  celebrate  their  praifes ; 
it  remains  for  us  to  move  in  a  lower,  though  am- 
pier  fphere  ;  for  human  life  is  like  the  world  we 
inhabit,  v/here  each  fuppofed  extremity  being 
contradted,  the  centre  exhibits  the  larged  circle. 

Through  the  central  path  I  fliall  therefore 
take  my  way,  and  fliall  equally  avoid  both  ex¬ 
tremes  ;  warn’d  by  the  fate  of  a  fair  authorefs, 

I  fhall  dridtly  decline  an  attack  upon  the  perfonal 
follies  of  fafhion. 

The  myderies  of  low  life  I  am  neither  abler 
nor  willing  to  celebrate;  my  ignorance  is  an  un~ 
furmountable  obdacle  to  the  attempt ;  nor  do  l 
feel  my felf  inclined,  like  Dr.  Smollett,  to  en¬ 
dure  a  refidence  at  Wapping,  in  order  to  acquire 
fuch  enviable  knowledge, 

J  % 

To  cynical  pedants,  who  meafure  every 
adiion,  however  trivial,  by  the  unerring,  rule  of 
right,  it  may  appear  too  drong  an  indance  of  > 

con- 


i 


confidence,  that  a  boy  unknown,  and  unnoticed 
in  the  world,  by  an  attempt  like  this,  fiiould  in¬ 
trude  himfelf  upon  public  obfervation :  in  my 
defence,  I  alledge,  that  the  clolenefs  of  my  con¬ 
finement  compels  me  to  feek  for  internal  amufe- 
ment,  in  the  recedes  of  my  mind;  that  I  find  this 
mode  more  amufing,  and  as  I  think,  inftrudfive, 
than  any  other  I  can  adopt. 

As  no  pompous  advertifement  is  prefixed  to 
my  book,  inviting  the  learned  to  read,  or  the 
critics  to  animadvert  on,  but  only  addrefied  to 
thofe  who  can  pardon  the  errors  of  youth,  and 
inexperience,  I  fihall  hope  that  the  candor, 
which  has  always  been  allowed  by  the  publick  to 
youthful  writers,  will  not,  in  this  inftance,  be 
with-held  from  me.  Should  my  endeavours  to 
pleafe  be  infufficient,  and  my  attempts  fruftrated, 

I  fhall  truft  that  no  four  critic  will  malevolently 
rejoice  in  holding  forth  the  unhappy  author  to 
public  view ;  but  that  the  hand  of  good-nature, 
by  mercifully  drawing  a  veil  over  the  perform¬ 
ance,  may  heal  the  wounds,  which  puerile  rafh- 
nefs  and  imprudence  will  have  inadvertently 
drawn  down  upon  its  own  head. 

,  t 

-4 

If  it  meets  with  the  indulgence,  which  I  hope 
the  world  will,  on  account  of  the  fituation  of 

the 
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the  author,  allow  it,  I  fhall  with  gratitude  re¬ 
ceive  any  letter  (poll-paid),  diredled  to  Timothy 
Touchllone,  at  Meffrs.  Robinfons,  Pater-nofter 
Row. 


IN  VO- 
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INVOCATION  to  FAME. 


Prostrate  at  thy  feet  i  ftij. 

Hear,  O  Fame,  thy  votary’s  call! 

Goddefs,  powerful  and  great. 

Honor,  glory,  round  thee  wait; 

Through  each  region,  through  each  clime,. 
Swifter,  far,  than  winged  time; 

Whilft  thy  head  in  clouds  enfhrin’d. 

Leaves  the  lagging  winds  behind  : 

Swiftly  flying  in  the  air. 

Stop !  and  hear  a  fuppliant’s  prayer ! 

Deign  to  give  one  gracious  look  !  • 

With  thy  favor  blefs  this  book  ! 

T o  thy  patronage  confign’d, 

Produdt  of  a  youthful  mind. 

If  you  find  that  it  inherit 
Aught  allied  to  wit  or  merit. 

Celebrate  its  praifes  loud, 

Tq  the  fickle  motley  crowd  $ 

Bear 


12 


The  T  r  i  f  l  e  r« 

Bear  it  on  extended  wings, 

T o  the  brilliant  courts  of  kings  $ 

There,  its  true  deferts  declare. 

Recommend  it  to  the  fair  ! 

Who  fhall  confecrate  my  name, 

At  thy  noble  Ihrine,  O  Fame* 

So  fhall  I  obtain  from  thee. 

Glorious  immortality. 

But  fhould  it  be  void  of  worth. 

Send  not  its  difhonor  forth  ! 

If  it’s  foolifh,  if  the  ftyle 
Is  too  limply  puerile ; 

■ 

Should  ill-nature  whifper  thee 
With  too  much  leverity ; 

Or  fhould  Envy  to  thee  come. 

Gracious  Fame,  for  once  be  dumb  1 
My  difgrace  to  none  declare. 

But  difperfe  thofe  founds  in  air  ! 

And  in  pity  to  my  youth. 

Spare,  Oh  fpare,  the  fatal  truth  ! 

Then  fhalt  thou  be  hail’d  by  me^ 

Tutelary  Deity* 

N* 
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non  erat  his  locus . 

Hqr.  Ars  Poet, 

.*  ►  r 

Beauties  they  are,  but  beauties  out  of  place. 

F  R  A  N  C  I  Si 


That  the  influence  the  drama  pdflefies  over 
the  minds  of  mankind  in  general  has  chiefly  been 
extended  towards  the  enforcement  of  morality 
and  virtue,  few  people  of  judgment  will  ferioufly 
deny. 


1  The  high  eftimation  in  which  it  is  held  by 
the  publicly  is,  I  conjedture,  the  reafon  why  ox 

G  late 
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late  a&ing  has  become  an  objeCt  of  fuch  general 
imitation  and  envy.  Each  fex,  from  the  higheft 
to  the  loweft  rank  of  mortals,  feems  invariably  af¬ 
fected  with  this  epidemical  diforder. 

To  every  individual  of  this  defcription  I  beg 
leave  to  addrefs  the  following  Ihort  anecdote, 
extracted  from  Beckford’s  Thoughts  upon  Hunt¬ 
ing. 

A  young  man  (probably  fonder  of  hearing  the 
melody  of  his  own  voice  than  that  of  the  dogs) 
difordered  the  oeconomy  of  the  pack,  by  re¬ 
peatedly  hollowing  to,  and  cheering  the  hounds, 
which  their  proprietor  obferving,  rode  up  to  the 
young  gentleman,  thankfully  expreffed  his  obli¬ 
gations  to  him  for  the  trouble  he  had  undergone 
on  his  account,  but  at  the  fame  time  (pointing 
at  his  huntfman  and  whipper-in)  informed  him, 
that  as  he  paid  thofe  two  men  in  green  for  that 
exprefs  purpofe,  any  future  exertions  of  his  voice 
would  be  unnecefiary  and  fuperftuous, 

Mutato  nomine  de  te 
F alula  narratur . 

In  the  name  of  the  publick,  therefore,  I  render 
my  thanks  to  thofe  gentlemen  and  ladies  who 
are  fo  very  folidtous  about  the  advancement  of 

our 
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our  morality,  that  they  condefcend  themfelves  to 
afiume  the  temporary  characters  of  vagrants  to 
procure  our  reformation:  but  at  the  fame  time 
think  it  a  duty  incumbent  on  myfelf  to  inform 
our  illutrious  intructors,  that  the  bufkin’d  and 
fock’d  inhabitants  of  Drury-lane  and  Covent- 
garden  are  by  us  allowed  a  fufficient  tipend  for 
that  purpofe;  and,  being  regularly  brought  up  to 
the  profeflion,  I  humbly  conceive  better  qua¬ 
lified  to  move  in  the  dramatic  fphere,  than  thofe 
who  have  only  “  ftrutted  a  few  fhort  hours  upon 
the  tage.” 

T o  the  little  acting  academies  we  are  indebted 
for  the  annual  murders  of  Shakelpeare,  Rowe, 
and  Otwa y. 

Every  young  man  pofleffed  of  Stentorian  lungs, 
thinks  himfelf  highly  qualified  to  rant  through 

the  characters  of  Chamont,  Richard,  or  Lotha- 

■ 

rio ;  nor  are  the  parts  they  felect  always  fo  well 
adapted  to  the  fiery  deportment  of  the  perfor¬ 
mers  as  thofe  I  have  mentioned.  Ranting  to 
them  is  the  quinteffence  of  acting,  which  they 
never  lay  afide  in  characters  the  mot  grave  and 
fedate.  Nor  is  it  an  uncommon  thing  to  fee  one 
of  thefe  tage- truck  academicians  training  in 
the  highet  key  of  his  voice  through  Hamlet’s 

C  2  celebrated 


22 


The  T  rifle  r. 


celebrated  foliloquy,  or  any  other  fpeech  how¬ 
ever  ferious  or  moralizing. 

I  never  heard  of  any  (fave  one)  of  thefe 
would-be  actors  that  ever  met  with  his  deferts. 
The  following  anecdote  will  exemplify  a  few  of 
the  inconveniences  which  his  fpouting  talents 
brought  down  on  himfelf  and  family. 

*  *  i 

It  is  faid  that  garrulity  is  the  foible  of  old  age. 
I  find  that  youth  is  not  free  from  its  contagion, 
and  mull  indulge  my  propenfity,  in  dory-telling. 
Mafter  Cheshire  coming  home  for  the  Eader- 
holidays,  was  obferved  to  be  extremely  penfive 
and  thoughfuh  frequently  walked  up  and  down 
with  folded  arms,  fometimes  darted — in  fhort, 
exhibited  the  appearance  of  a  young  man  <c  craz’d 
with  care,  or  eroded  in  hopelefs  love.”  His  fond 
mother,  an  honed  cheefemonger’s  widow,  who 
had  fcarce  ever  been  at  a  play  more  than  her  an~ 
nual  Chridmas  vidt  to  George  Barnwell,  began 
to  think  her  darling’s  intellects  were  a  little  dif- 
tfrdered  ;  and  accordingly,  as  an  affectionate  mo¬ 
ther  fliould  do,  reiblved  to  fit  up  by  his  bedfide, 
to  watch  the  ends  of  his  indilpofition. 

Her  fon  had  retired  to  his  bed  an  hour,  when 

his  dear  mama,  bearing  a  rufh-light  in  her  hand, 

....  ■ 
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entered  the  room  with  filent  circumfpedlion. 
Mafter  Billy  had  been  rehearfing  the  part  of 
Macbeth,  and  unfortunately  left  his  truncheon 
on  the  floor ;  the  confequence  of  which  was,  that 
poor  Mrs.  Chefhire,  having  her  eyes  fixed  upon 
her  fon,  did  not  perceive  ir,  till  rolling  under  her 
feet,  it  gave  her  a  fevere  tumble ;  the  rulh-light 
of  courfe  was  extinguifhed,  and  the  noife  of  her 
fall  awakened  Billy.  The  moon  darting  her  re- 
fplendent  beams  upon  the  brafs  qandleftick,  di¬ 
re  died  the  young  man’s  eyes  to  his  proftrate  mo¬ 
ther,  and  having  his  mind  fully  impreffed  with 

the  dramatic  influenza,  he  burfl  forth  with, 

* 

’  \ 

<c  Angels  and  minifters  of  grace  defend  me! 

Be  thou  a  fpirit  of  health,  or  goblin  damn’d. 

Bring  with  thee  airs  from  heaven,  or  blafts  from 
hell,”  &c. 

His  mother  made  no  other  refponfes  than  her 
groans,  for  fhe  was  much  bruifed  by  the  fall. 
Mafter  Billy  went  on  :  cc  Never  fhake  thy  goary 
locks  at  me ;  thou  canft  not  fay  I  did  it.”  Alas  ! 
cried  his  mother,  no,  ’twas  this  infernal  head  of 
a  mopftick,  which  your  madnefs  has  made  ufe  of 
for  a  walking  flick  ever  fince  you  came  from 
fchool. 


\ 


Her 


Her  Ton’s  mind  was  too  much  taken  up  with 
the  admiration  of  his  own  recital  to  attend  to  the 
complaints  of  his  mother,  but  he  proceeded  in  the 
fame  dramatic  ftyle : 

<c  What  man  dare,  I  dare. 

Approach  thou  like  the  rugged  Ruffian  bear. 

The  arm’d  rhinoceros,  or  Hyrcanian  tiger ; 

Take  any  fhape  but  that,  and  my  firm  nerves 
Shall  never  tremble:  Or  be  alive  again. 

And  dare  me  to  the  defert  with  thy  fword. 

If  trembling  I  inhibit,  then  proteft  me 
The  baby  of  a  girl.  Hence,  horrible  fhadow  ! 
Unreal  mockery  hence!”  — 

Upon  faying  thefe  words  he  fprang  out  of 
bed,  and  advanced  towards  his  affrighted  mo- 
*  ther.  Fear  gave  her  ftrength,  and  dreading  the  ill 
confequences  of  being  left  alone  with  a  madman, 
although  her  fon,  fhe  flew  out  of  the  room  with 
much  greater  precipitancy  than  fhe  had  entered 
it,  and  left  Billy  repeating  thefe  words : 

“  The  earth  has  bubbles  as  the  water  hath. 
And  this  is  of  them.” 

Mrs.  Chefhire,  as  foon  as  fhe  recovered  from 
her  fright,  hurried  to  her  neighbour,  the  apothe¬ 
cary  j  after  thundering  fome  time  at  the  door, 
fhe  was  let  in  by  the  difciple  of  Galen,  in  pro¬ 
pria  per  Jon  a  y  c  and  would  you  think  it,’  Dr.  Bo¬ 
lus* 
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Jus,  fhe  exclaimed,  c  My  poor  boy,  Billy,  is  out 
of  his  mind !  O,  Billy  was  a  fweet  child  till  I 
lent  him  to  the  academy,  and  now  the  boy  has 
returned  as  mad  as  a  March  hare  :  It  is  but 
this  moment  that  I  came  from  his  room;  di¬ 
rectly  he  faw  me  he  began  to  be  light¬ 
headed;  and  firft  of  all  called  me  an  angel, 
then  changed  his  note,  and  laid  I  was  a  damn’d* 
hobgoblin,  and  a  blaft  from  hell,  that  I  could 
not  fay  as  how  ’twas  lie  that  tript  up  my  heels  ; 
and  after  calling  me  tiger  and  ragged  bear, 
concluded  with  threatening  to  turn  me  out  of 
the  room.’  To  this  incoherent  harangue,  Dr„ 
Bolus,  after  pulling  down  his  ruffles,  and  adjur¬ 
ing  his  wig,  replied  in  thefe  words  : c  I  partly  com¬ 
prehend,  Madam,  the  origin  of  your  fon’s  ma¬ 
lady  ;  the  fibres  which  lead  from  the  ftomach  t’o 
the  brain  have,  by  fome  unforefeen  milch ance, 
become  entangled  with  each  other,  and  have  oc- 
cafioned  a  concretion  of  the  difcrete  or  divided 

9 

matter  of  the  brain,  where,  according  to  the 
opinions  of  Pythagoras,  Hippocrates,  and  Galen* 
the  foul  is  fuppofed  to  refide.  Now  my  opi¬ 
nion  is,  that  the  foul  of  your  fon,  finding  her 
apartments  up  flairs  very  much  deranged  and  out 
of  order,  has  very  wifely  retired  to  fome  part 
of  the  body,  and  will  probably  take  up  her 
refidence  there,  till  the  apartments  in  the  at- 
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tick  ftory  are  made  fit  for  her  reception,  which 
cannot  be  done  till  the  accuflomed  humidity 
again  flowing  through  the  ufual  dudls  or  chan¬ 
nels,  diffeminate  the  concreted  fubftance,  and 
reftore  the  cerebrum  to  its  natural  ftate* 
This,  Madam,  is  the  caufe  of  your  fon’s  being 
lightheaded,  which,  I  flatter  myfelf,  I  can  eafily 
remove.  But  pray  what  was  the  firft  fymptom 
of  his  indifpofition  ?  Why,  Sir,  faid  fhe,  the  firft 
day  Billy  came  home  for  the  holy  days,  I  faw  , 
him  in  the  back  yard  fawing  off  the  end  of 
our  mop ;  and  fo  fays  I,  Billy,  are  you  going  to 
be  in  the  fafhion  too,  with  a  walking  flick  ten 
Inches  long  ?  N o,  mother,  faid  he,  I  fhall  make 
.a  trencher  of  it.  A  trencher  !  quoth  1 5  then  I 
fuppofe,  Billy,  you  have  learnt  to  conjure  at  the 
academy  ?  and  fo  he  giv’d  a  ftart,  and  faid, 
*c  Y es,  I  can  call  fpirits  from  the  vafty  deep  •” 
and  he  went  on  with  a  great  deal  more,  which 
I  don't  remember  now ;  but  I  do  remember  my 
mind  mifgiv’d  me  then,  that  Billy  w7as  non  cor - 
pus  ;  but  if  you  can  cure  him,  Dr,  Bolus,  you 
fhall  have  the  beft  cheefe  in  my  fhop,  and  tick 
for  another. 

/ 

Lured  by  the  fplendor  of  the  propofed  reward, 
the  Debtor  proceeded  immediately  to  bufinefs, 
and  fo  purged,  bliftered,  and  blooded  the  young 

man. 
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man,  that  he  left  him  neither  ftrength  nor  fpi- 
rits  to  rant ;  fo  thinking  himfelf  deprived  of  the 
moft  valuable  accompliftiments  in  ading,  he 
wifely  gave  up  his  hopes  of  fucceeding  in  the 
dramatick  line,  and  became  perfectly  compofed. 
The  Dodor  claimed  his  cheefe,  and  is,  by  the 
credit  of  this  cure,  ftill  fpoken  of  in  the  neighbour¬ 
hood  as  wonderfully  (killed  in  all  cafes  of  in- 
fanity. 

Should  the  ridiculous  fituations  which  the 
young  cheefemonger  experienced  from  his  fond- 
nefs  of  the  ftage,  not  be  a  a  fufficient  antidote 
againft  private  ading,'  I  would  recommend  a 
little  of  Dr.  Bolus’s  purging  and  bleeding  to 
thofe  of  my  readers,  who  are  unhappily  in- 

feded  with  the  dramatick  mania. . —  Horace 

tells  us, 

Fuit  baud  ignobilis  Argis 
£hii  Je  credebat  miros  audire  Fragcedos 
In  vacuo  l<etus  fejfor  plaujorque  Fheatro . 

Hor.  Epift.  ii.  Lib.  2, 

At  Argos  liv’d  a  citizen  well  known. 

Who  long  imagin’d  that  he  heard  the  tone 
Of  deep  Tragedians  on  an  empty  ftage. 
And  fat  applauding  in  extatic  rage. 

Francis. 

It 
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It  would  puzzle  many  a  cafuift  to  determine 
whether  the  madnefs  of  the  Argive  or  modern 
adting  youth,  is  the  more  unreafonable  in  its 
nature.  It  is  my  opinion,  that  when  the  plaudits 
of  the  Argive  were  not  very  loud  nor  vehement, 
he  was  by  far  the  lead;  troublefome,  and  more 
agreeable  companion  of  the  two. 

For  my  own  part,  I  always  look  upon  thofe 
fpouters  deferting  from  the  true  dramatick  (land- 
ard,  in  the  fame  ludicrous  light  that  I  behold 
the  enthufiaftick  followers  of  White  field  diffent- 
ing  from  the  eftablifhed  church ;  and  as  a  cham¬ 
pion  for  the  fundamental  laws  of  the  ftage,  I 
have  endeavoured  to  conduft  thefe  wanderers  into 
the  paths  of  common  fenfe  and  propriety.  Though 
llrongly  prepofTeffed  with  the  idea  of  their  infen- 
fibility  to  all  the  fhafts  of  criticifm  and  fatire,  I 
mm  afraid  my  fuccefs  will  not  be  anfwerable  to 
my  wifhes ;  for 

If  afting  once  pofTefs  the  brain. 

The  frenzy  darts  from  vein  to  vein. 

How  fatal  to  the  patient's  eafe 
This  epidemical  difeafe ! 

By  day,  by  night,  he  groans,  he  lighs. 

And  tragick  ghofls  in  fancy  rife ; 

Not  human  pow’r  can  Hop  the  ill, 

A  parent’s  pray’r,  or  Monro's  fkill. 

Boyce’s  Poems. 

N. 
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Semper  ego  auditor  tantum  ? 

Juvenal. 
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Timothy'  Touchftone  returns  his  thanks  to  C.  B«  for  the  eti- 
imiums  he  bejlo'ws  on  the  Fir  ft  Number ,  and  the favour  of 
his  early  eorrefpondencey  but  as  a  Trifler,  Latin  comfo* 
fttions  are  inconffent  with  his  plan* 
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SATURDAY*  june  14*  1788* 

H  BaXEcr$s,  eTtte  [Xiif  TTEpaonre?  avruv  7rvv9av£ff-9cct  nara  tkv  ayopdv,  Xe yerai 
t 1  xaivovj  ytvoi to  yap  av  tj  staTvorspov,  Jj  MctJtE&iiV  avhp  A Bsvtiiug  KaraviXE/xuv^ 
M.a.1  to.  tcSv  EXXnvci’V  howafa ;  TESynxi  <t>i\ifnroi;  5  3,  /lax  A i’,  «.X\’  aS'Evii. 
Ti  t'jpxiv  xat  yap  av  krlq  n  7TaQr,,  raypwq  vpxiTq  E-rtpov  C>4Xi7 T7raf 

wonio"£TS,  ay7TEp  oIt<*>  Trpote^nfE  to Tg  TTpaypadtri  tcv  vo3v. 

Demosthenes^  i  Phil. 


Tell  me,  will  you  go  about  and  afk  one  another,  what  news  f  what  eari 
be  more  aftonilhing  news  than  this;  that  the  Man  of  Matedon  makes  war 
upon  the  Athenians t  and  difpdfes  the  affairs  of  Greece ?  is  Philip  dead?  no  5 
but  he’s  lick :  what  lignifies  it  to  you  whether  he  be  dead  or  alive  ?  for  if  ally 
thing  happen  to  this  Philips  you  will  immediately  raife  up  another. 


A  S  Politics  form  fo  corifiderable  a  part  of  the 
fcudy  and  knowledge  of  the  Englifh  nation,  1 
mean  to  offer  a  few  reflections  on  their  univerfal 
prevalency,  and  fome  inftrubtions  proper  to  be 
obferved  in  the  purfuit  of  them* 

T o  enquire  into  the  origin,  progrefs,  and  final 
eflablifhinent  of  the  Britifh  Conflitution;  to  de* 

D  fine 
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fine  its  feveral  conftituent  parts,  and  to  watch 
over  and  guard  their  different  counterpoizes,  fo 
as  to  prevent  either  from  fubverting  the  due  au¬ 
thority  of  the  reft,  is  a  talk  recommended  to  every 
Englifhman  by  the  fpirited  example  of  his  an- 
ceftors,  and  enforced  by  his  love  and  regard  for 
liberty  :  fo  far,  and  no  farther,  does  true  patri- 
otifm  fandlion  his  political  exertions ;  to  thefe 
points  it  leads  him,  but  vanifhes  when  the  daring 
fpirit  of  innovation,  or  the  tranfient  pofTeffion  of 
popularity,  carries  him  beyond  them.  But  the 
duties  of  a  modern  as  well  as  an  Athenian  poli¬ 
tician  comprehend  a  more  extenfive  latitude ; 
they  not  only  teach  him  to  defend  the  liberties  of 
the  fubjedt,  but  to  inveftigate  the  ftrength,  fi¬ 
nances,  commerce,  and  adminiftration  of  the 
nation ;  to  difcufs  the  condudt  of  thofe  who  are 
entrufied  with  the  executive  government;  to  pro- 
phefy  or  determine  the  duration  of  a  miniftry ; 
and,  as  will  may  invite,  to  relieve  or  increafe 
the  wants  of  a  clamorous  oppofition. — T o  render 
the  account  entirely  complete,  we  may  add  the 
labours  of  the  foreign  department,  fuch  as,  in  Afia, 
the  forewarning  the  nation  of  the  future  defigns 
'of  Tippoo  Saib  on  the  Carnatic;  in  America,  the 
fettling,  the  form  of  government  among  the  inde¬ 
pendent  States in  Africa,  the  making  the  Em- 
' peror-'of  Morocco  fpeak  truth;  and  in  Europe, 
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the  difcovering  the  Machiavelian  motives  of  the 
in  confident  Jofeph;  all  of  them  very  difficult, 
efpecially  the  lafl,  which  I  am  afraid  will  baffle 
the  pride  of  politicians  as  long  as  the  prefent 
fyftem  of  policy  impels  the  Court  of  Vienna  to 
miitake  bullying  for  fortitude,  treachery  for  wif- 
dom,  and  a  wavering  timidity  for  cautrcus  pru¬ 
dence. 

There  are,  doubtlefs,  many  gentlemen  who 
undertake  the  ftudy  of  politics  more  for  the 
fake  of  amufement  than  the  defire  of  knowledge 
or  pecuniary  fatisfadtion  ;  but  there  are  as  many,, 
and  perhaps  more,  that  value  it  merely  for  the 
reputation  it  confers  on  them  among  the  igno¬ 
rant,  or  the  advantages  that  accrue,  from  it  in 
gaming  in  the  public  funds,  or  propofing  fome 
foolifh  and  interefted  projedt. 

The  lafb  worthy  fet  of  gentlemen,  who  are 
commonly  dignified  by  the  names  of  ftock^ 
jobbers,  and  projectors,  (if  experience  may  be 
believed)  poffefs  a  greater  plenitude  of  power 
than  is  generally  allotted  to  the  fhare  of  ordinary* 
beings  of  the  human  race:  for  what  mortal 
power  can  be  greater  than  that  which  dethrones 
the  imperial  Catherine  of  all  the  Ruflias,  and 
brings  the  intelligence  of  it  to  England  on  the 
lame  day ;  or  that  which  is  able  to  pay  off  the 
national  debt  without  new  taxes,  or  other  addi- 
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tional  burthen,  in  fo  fhort  a  fpace  as  that  of  two 
or  three  years  ? 

A  politician,  who  has  purfued  to  its  utmoft  ex^ 
tent  the  knowledge  of  his  art,  and  fo  underflands 
its  finches,  as  to  be  able  to  accomplifh  the  afore-* 
mentioned  duties,  frequently  effects  fuch  great 
revolutions  in  empires  and  kingdoms,  as  to  a 
fuperficial  obferver  would  appear  beyond  the 
bounds  of  poffibility ;  our  wonder  therefore  on 
the  univerfality  of  this  fludy  will  naturally  ceafe, 
when  we  are  acquainted  with  the  immenfe  influ¬ 
ence  that  refults  from  a  fuccefsful  purfuit  of  it, 
and  the  profound  refpefl,  which  is  on  all  occa- 
fions  fhewn  to  its  profefTors:  for  what  public 
meafure  was  ever  agitated,  on  which  politicians 
have  not  convened  with  as  much  regularity,  de^ 
bated  with  as  much  freedopi,  and  difputed  the 
propriety  of  with  as  much  acrimony,  as  the 
grand  parliamentary  council  of  the  nation  ?  Or 
the  opinion  of  whofe  fentiments  have  been  more 
earneftly  requeued,  whofe  decisions  were  waited  - 
for  with  more  anxiety,  or  whofe  mandates  more 
readily  obeyed  ?  The  vanity  of  human  purfuits, 
and  the  emptinefs  of  their  enjoyments,  have  been 
themes  on  which  philofophers  and  moralifts  have 
built  their  ftrongeft  arguments  in  fupport  of  their 
doftrines,  and  rules ;  but  none  have  as  yet,  to 
£he  belt  of  my  remembrance,  ever  difputed  the 

utility 
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utility  of  thofe  effe&s,  which  proceed  from  a 
fuccefsful  perfeverance  in  the  ftudy  of  Politics. — 
This  obfervation  is  neceffarily  conclufive. 

As  in  other  fciences,  fo  in  this,  there  are  cer¬ 
tain  methods  to  be  purfued,  which  not  only  render 
the  art  more  eafy  to  be  attained,  but  confide- 
jubly  add  to  its  intrinfic  value  and  matter.  Of 
thefe  the  mod;  efficacious  is  that  which  confiffs 
in  the  repeating  all  your  knowledge  to  fome  inti¬ 
mate  friend,  whereby  you  engrofs  all  converfa- 
tion  to  yourfelf  (a  very  exculable  egotifm),  and 
and  at  the  fame  time  ftrengthen  your  memory 
by  recounting  the  furprizing  revolutions  of  mo¬ 
dern  courts,  or  interpreting  the  ancient  diftinc- 
tion  between,  and  lamenting  the  prefent  confufion 
of.  Whig  and  Tory. 

If  the  ftudent  in  this  art  unfortunately  has  no 
intimate  friend,  to  whom  he  may  communicate 
his  practical  difcourfe;  or  has  worn  one  out,  as 
is  frequently  the  cafe,  it  would  be  expedient  to 
have  fome  humble  coufin  in  the  houfe,  who  by  a 
periodical  nod  of  the  head  might  fignify  a  hearty 
approbation  of  his  patron's  leifons.  But  as  this 
to  fome  may  be  too  expenfive,  I  would  in  fuch 
a  cafe  advife  him  to  purchafe  a  ftatue^  to  whom 
his  difcourfe  may  be  direfted:  my  readers  may 
wonder— r— though  the  purpofe  will  be  anfwered 
equally  well }  for  as  neither  friend  or  coufin  are 

permitted 
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permitted  to  interrupt  the  converfation,  a  ftatue, 
which  would  neither  have  will  or  power  to  tranf- 
grefsj  would  make  an  admirable  fubditute;  and 
if  economy  or  fafhion  did  not  quickly  befriend 
the  novelty,  neceffity  would  at  lead  excufe  it. 
Indeed  it  has  frequently  aftonifhed  me,  how  a 
matter  of  fucli  importance,  as  the  adoption  of 
the  above  device,  has  been  fo  long  negleCted, 

O  O  J 

fince  nothing  can  be  more  cheap,  fimple  or  con¬ 
venient. 

Another  method  of  adding  to  the  (lore  of  po¬ 
litical  knowledge,  is  the  practice  of  prophefy- 
ing  events  the  mod  didant  from  probability,  for 
in  this  lies  thegreated  exertion  q£  art  and  genius; 
and  here  let  me  forewarn  all  from  ever  holding 
forth  the  language  of  fools,  as  it  is  very  properly 
called,  or,  in  other  words,  from  flattering  the 
wiflies  and  expectation  of  a  company  by  promifes 
of  profperity,  or  aflfurances  of  the  good  and 
growing  date  of  the  nation:  every  one  defirous 
of  fame,  mud  be  the  uavrtg  xetxwv,  unlefs  a 
finecure,  dignity,  or  living,  is  either  wanted  or 
expeCted. 

The  utility  of  this  method  may  be  reduced  to 
the  three  following  points :  fird,  it  impreflfes  the 
hearers  with  a  great  opinion  of  the  Prophet's 
knowledge ;  fecondly,  fuch  imprefiion  applies 
itfelf  immediately  to  the  Prophet ,  and  dlls  him 

with 
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with  a  great  idea  of  his  own  confequence  ; 
thirdly,  it  exercifes  both  genius  and  art,  as  the 
merit  of  a  prediction  confifls  chiefly  in  its  fub- 
limity  and  connection.  Perhaps  it  may  be  ob¬ 
jected,  that  the  laid  method  does  not  directly  add 

to  the  intrinfic  matter  of  politics  ; - true - but 

indireffly  it  effets  much :  for  what  excitement  is 
ftronger  than  felf-conceit,  what  encouragement 
greater  than  felf-approbation ;  and  what  know¬ 
ledge  is  known  to  originate  or  fubflft  without  ex¬ 
citement  and  encouragement  ? 

The  old  adage,  that  nothing  exifts  from  which 
good  may  not  by  labour  be  extracted,  is  amply 
verified  by  the  foregoing  Socratical  ratiocination ; 
none  lefs  ingenious  than  myfelf  could  have  fer¬ 
tilized  thefe  two  political  methods  to  fo  great  a 
degree,  as  to  make  them  the  indifpenfible  requi- 
lites  of  the  young  ftudent— I  fay  youngs  becaufe 
the  following  letter  from  an  unfortunate  parent 
allures  me,  without  difputing  the  intrinfic  effi¬ 
cacy  of  them,  that  they  are  the  natural  append 
dages  of  a  true  politician;  whether  nature,  or  an 
afliduous  endeavour  towards  the  obtainment  of 
them  prevails  moil,  is  a  point  I  fhall  not  at  pre- 
fent  difpute:  that  they  fhould  be  the  purfuit  of 
all  fludents  in  this  fcience,  fince  all  the  adepts 
poflefs  and  exercife  them,  is  a  truth,  which,  I 
trull,  no  Sceptic  will  even  take  the  liberty  of 
doubting.  To 
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To  T  imothy  Touchstone. 


sir, 

I  had  the  misfortune  to  be  left  a  widower 
many  years  ago.  My  wife,  whofe  lofs— (blit  this 
is  not  a  proper  occafion  to  enlarge  upon)  brought 
me  an  only  fon,  whofe  education,  by  the  aid  of 
a  comfortable  income,  I  was  able  to  direct  ac¬ 
cording  to  my  own  ideas.  After  imbibing  the 
accuftomed  portion  of  Latin  and  Greek  at  a  re¬ 
putable  fchool,  he  returned  home  in  every  re- 
fpefl  anfwerable  to  my  wifhes.  As  I  meant  him 
to  make  the  tour  of  Europe,  1  engaged  a  tutor, 
who,  in  order  to  qualify  him  to  make  the  neceff 
fary  obfervations  at  foreign  courts,  might  firft  by 
reading  with  him  their  hiftories,  explain  to  him 
their  different  intereffs,  and  afterwards  attend 
him  on  his  travels.  The  gentleman  I  made 
choice  of  was  univerfally  approved  of.  But, 
alas !  Sir,  that  approbation  was  the  caufe  of  my 
Ion’s  ruin  and  my  own  mifery  j  not  beCaufe  it  was 
ill  bellowed  on  that  particular  point,  but  fince, 
by  flattering  my  Vanity,  it  rendered  me  for  fome 
’  time  infenfible  to  his  latent  principles.  In  Ihort, 
he  was  of  the  fe<5l  of  modern  politicians,  whom 
in  a  few  words  I  will  defcribe  to  you.  A  natural 
peculiarity  of  manners  always  diflingu Hires  this 
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fefl  from  the  common  herd  of  mankind :  a  prCud 
contempt  of  all  publications  except  thofe  of 
newfpapers,  pamphlets,  and  the  like ;  a  continual 
exercife  of  the  tongue,  either  in  the  creation  or 
propagation  of  falfehoods,  an  entire  negle6t  of 
all  decorum,  and  an  endeavour  to  difappoint  the 
wifties  of  all  by  the  foreboding  of  fictitious  mif- 
fortunes,  or  the  fpeedy  information  of  real  ones, 
are  the  Certain  chara&eridicks  of  all  its  mem¬ 
bers.  No  fooner  is  a  perfon  inlided  under  the 
banners  of  this  imperious  difcipline,  than  he 
puts  on  the  uniform  of  authority,  and,  like  the 
beardlefs  enfign,  exchanges  the  liberty  of  a  man 
for  the  mere  appearance  of  adfcititious  greatnefs. 
Deprived  of  the  freedom  of  thinking,  the  mod 
glorious  attribute  of  human  nature,  into  what 
(late-— But  I  am  afraid  I  have  faid  too  much.— 
Pardon  a  declamatory  digrefiion,  the  feverity  of 
which  refentment  has  infpired,  and  truth  founded 
upon  melancholy  experience  diffidently  judifies. 
Well,  Sir,  my  fon  was  converted,  and  foon 
adopted  the  behaviour  and  prejudices  of  his  tu¬ 
tor  j  indead  of  converfing  on  ordinary  and  en- 
-  tertaining  topicks,  he  by  degrees  grew  either 
thoughtful,  or  elfe  gave  a  long  differtation  on 
the  balance  of  power.  Aware  at  length  led  he 
fhould  carry  the  dud y  of  European  policy  be¬ 
yond  the  fuggedions  of  reafon,  I  preffed  him  to 

undertake 
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undertake  immediately  his  tour,  but  this  with 
very  little  ceremony  he  pofitively  refufed.  My 
eyes  were  now  opened ;  I  difmifled  the  tutor, 
whom  I  juftly  confidered  as  the  author  of  his 
converlion,  and  too  late  regretted  my  miftake ; 
the  fymptoms  had  long  ago  appeared,  the  mad- 
nefs  now  raged  with  its  natural  fury ;  no  medi¬ 
cine,  either  alterative  or  forcible,  has  hitherto, 
and  I  fear  never  will,  either  divert  its  effects,  or 
allay  its  obftinacy. 

Every  parent  mull  own,  that  my  fituation  is 
not  very  enviable;  the  bonds  of  confanguineous 
affedtion  are  the  comforts  of  age,  when  they  are 
correfpondent  and  mutual.  But  to  have  an  only 
child,  who  but  a  few  years  ago  exhibited  the 
ftrongeft  marks  of  obedience  and  difcretion,  now 
void  of  filial  duty,  and  abforbed  in  idle  (pecu¬ 
lations  and  theoretical  forms  of  an  impracticable 
government;  to  hear  him  prophefy  the  ruin  of 
the  nation,  fpread  abroad  abfurd  falfehoods,  and 
admire  the  fpirit  of  a  king,  who  aims  at  defpo- 
tifrn  by  the  advice  of  an  ambitious  monk,  is  a 
misfortune,  which  neither  philofophy  can  alle¬ 
viate,  and  which  no  religion  can  compel  a  man. 
of  fenfibility  to  endure  with  a  ftoical  apathy. 

IN  FELIX, 
S. 
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—  quifque  fere  Jhidio  devinftus  adharet , 

Aut  quibusin  rebus  multum  fumus  ante  morati , 

Atque  in  qua  ratione  fuit  content  a  magic  mens9 

In  Jamnis  eadem  plerumque  <videmur  obire .  LuCRET# 

”  •  '  ;  »  «■  .  .  1 

— *  what  ft  u  dies  pfeafe,  what  moft  delight. 

And  fill  mens’  thoughts,  they  dream  them  o’er  at  night. 

Creech. 

l^Efle&ing  the  other  night  on  the  abfurdity  of 
my  conduft  in  undertaking  a  work,  which  re¬ 
quired  abilities  far  fuperior  to  mine  to  make  it 
either  fit  for  the  inftru&ion,  or  to  adapt  it  to  the 
entertainment,  of  my  readers,  I  quickly  became 
convinced  how  great  a  trefpafs  I  was  committing 
on  the  patience  of  my  patrons,  and  how  ridicu- 

fi:  lous 
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lous  a  light  I  had  fet  myfelf  in  by  the  feeble  ef* 
forts  of  my  pen,  wholly  unequal  to  the  arduous 
enterprifc  I  found  myfelf  engaged  in,  when  (leep 
put  an  end  to  all  thefe  fober  confiderations,  and 
call  a  grateful  veil  over  the  confcioufnefs  I  then  en~ 
tertajned  of  my  folly,  difagreeable  however  as  the 
caufe  of  my  (lumber  might  be,  which  by  robbing 
me  of  the  forced  flowerets  of  my  hope,  and  re- 
dyeing  me  to  a  (late  of  haplefs  defoondency, 
compelled  me  to  leek  for  refuge  from  my  prefent 
fpirit-breaking  profpefb  amidft  the  cc  fweets  of 
forgetfulnefs,”  the  effedl  proved  quite  ptherwife, 
as  it  not  only  afforded  'me  a  conftderable  degree 
of  imaginary  happiness,  (in  delighting  my  mind 
with  a  mdft  agreeable  vifion),  butafled  asa'fa- 
vorable  omen  upon  me,  infpiring  me  with  frefh 
courage  to  profecute  my  plan,  and  to  do  my  heft 
endeavours  towards  rendering  this  paper  as  ac¬ 
ceptable  as  lies  in  my  power,  at  the  hands  of  my 
fchoolfellows,  my  patrons,  and  the  publick  in 
general. 


Meyhought.  I  found  myfelf  in  a  temple  fa c red 
to' Judgment,  the  Goddefs  of  which  appeared 
fitting  on.  a  throne  at:  the  upper  end  of  this  (pa- 
clous  h ail.  On  each  fide  of  her  were  feated  her 

*  d*  t.  {  .  -  .  '  -  ’  -  y 

\  ■  %  k**  * 

handmaids.  Caution  on  the  right  -hand,  and  In- 
meffion"  on  the  left.  Near  the  entrance  of  this 
auguft  manfion,  Take,  the  younger  , filler  of 
judgment,  was  bufying  herfelf  in  receiving 

wh.a  -C  v  er 
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whatever  productions  Fame  brought  up  from  the 
•regions  of  earth.  I  had  juft  'had  time  fufHcient 
to  take  a  curfory  view  of  the  place,  and  diftin- 
guifh  the  perfonages  by  their  refpedtive  attri¬ 
butes,  when  the  found  of  a  trumpet  claimed  my 
attention,  and  recalled  my  wandering  eyes  from 
the  pleating  fcene  the  various  beauties  *  of  the 
place  prefented  to  them.  I  immediately  guefled 
it  to.be  the  blaft  of  Fame;  but  how  great  was 
my  furprife  when  the  buttling  Goddefs  having 
procured  admittance,  and  making  up  with,  all 
fpeed  to.  the  feat  of  T afte,  prefented  to  her  the 
Firft  Number,  of  the  Trifler!  My  heart  fud- 
denly  mifgave  me,  and  I  trembled  at  the  decree 
my  production  was  now  to  receive  from  the 
mouths  of  two  GoddeiTes  whom  it  is  not  in  the 
power  of  mortals  to  deceive.  By  this  Time 
T afte  had  caft  an  hafty  glance  over  the  paper, 
when  bowing  her  head  as  a  mark  of  her, appro¬ 
bation,  Fame  founded  her  fhrill  clarion  a  fecond 
time,  and  the  two  attendants  of  Judgment  haf- 
tened  dowm  the  Temple,  and  returned  to  their 
Miftrefs  with  the  flibjedt  of  difcuffion  in  their 
hands.  The  examination  which  the  quick-eyed 
Deity  had  given  the  work  was  almoft  inftantane- 
ous,  the  appeal  to  her  feelings  was  fudden,  and 
fhe  had  accordingly  fignified  her  opinion  with¬ 
out  further  deliberation ;  but  Judgment  pro¬ 
ceeded  in  no  fuch  hafty  manner— -fhe  turned  the 

£  2  leaves 
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leaves  over  and  over,  and  fcrutinized  the  work 
with  an  eye  of  the  deepeft  penetration.  The 
fymptoms  here  I  found  truly  alarming,  and  I 
remained  in  a  perpetual  date  of  the  mod  painful 
fufpenfe  about  the  fate  of  my  (as  I  apprehended) 
unfuccefsful  attempt :  I  thought  that  could  I  but 
fnatch  it  from  the  hands  of  this  fevere  arbiter,  I 
would  difle  the  {tripling  in  its  birth,  and  rather 
forego  all  the  frenetick  joy-fraught  dreams  of  the 
Author,  than  rifle  my  work  to  await  the  fentence 
of  fo  inexorable  a  judge.  How  oft  did  I  wifli  it 
never  had  feen  the  light,  or,  fince  it  was  my 
doom  to  fcribble,  I  had  at  lead  bellowed  greater 
pains  on  that  paper  which  was  to  undergo  this 
critical  examination!  I  made  ten  thoufand 
promifes  within  myfelf  to  do  better  for  the  fu¬ 
ture,  and  drive  to  my  utmod  to  improve  the 
work;  but  all  in  vain;  it  was  now  too  late  to 
retra<5l;  the  'frijler  remained  no  longer  at  my 
difpofal,  but  waited  for  the  final  decree  either  to 
damp  its  merit,  and  recommend  it  as  acceptable 
and  ufeful  to  the  world,  or  condemn  it  to  an 
eternal  and  inexpiable  banifhment,  and  fnatch  it 
from  every  favoring  hand  to  bury  it  in  the  dire¬ 
ful  fhades  of  oblivion.  But  whild  my  heart 
thus  beat  with  anxious  dread  within  me,  whilfi 
rny  mind  was  on  the  dretch  of  half-baulked  ex¬ 
pectation,  and  I  tottered  a  felf-accufing  victim 
it  the  brink  of  difappointed  vanity,  jud  ready 

to 
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to  difclaim  all  acquaintance  with  the  unhappy 
prifoner,  and  to  put  an  end  to  any  future  labors 
of  my  own,  by  declaring  aloud  a  total  celfation 
of  every  pretenfion  to  the  character  of  an  Au¬ 
thoring,  I  perceived  the  fcale  preponderate  in 
which  my  impartial  judge  had  depofited  the 
work.  Fame  readily  acknowledged  the  favora¬ 
ble  determination,  and  for  the  laft  time  applying 
her  glory-giving  inftrument  to  her  lips,  blew  a 
blaft  fo  loud,  that  it  broke  the  bonds  of  fleep, 
and  all  “the  bafelefs  fabrick  of  this  vifion”  was 
diflblved. 

The  above  dream  (how  vain  foever  it  may 
appear  in  me  to  lay  it  before  my  readers)  added 
frefh  fuel  to  that  flame  which  had  blazed  from 
the  firfl:  moment  I  formed  the  rafh  intention  of 
becoming  an  author,  and  flattered  me  fo  highly 
with  an  expectation  of  fuccefs,  that  I  inflantly 
forgot  all  the  dull  reafoning  I  had  entered  into  the 
preceding  evening  ;  and  receiving  this  adulatory 
feene  of  fancy  as  a  propitious  omen,  refolved 
to  fet  hand  to  work,  and  win  the  publick’s  fa¬ 
vor  even  againft  their  will.  If  the  bias  of  a 
favor-whifpering  pre-featiment  Fill  flatters  me 
with  a  profpect  of  fuccefs,  it  is  rather  that  I  am 
buoyed  up  by  an  hope  of  the  world’s  propenfity 
to  countenance  the  early  enterprifes  of  youth, 
than  by  any  confidence  I  can  affume  from  my 

own 
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own  productions. -~-My  endeavours  are  indeed  uns 
feignedly  earneft,  my  exertions  incefiantly  ftrenu- 
ous  ;  whether  or  no  they  will  meet  with  fuccefs, 
reilswith  thofe  who  fhall  deign  to  be  my  kind  and 
candid  readers  >  and  if  any  one  laments  that  I  ad^ 
liered  not  to  my  half-formed  intention  of  giving 
up  this  undertaking,  which  mature  deliberation 
had  nearly  perfuaded  me  to  do,  Horace  fupplies 
me  with  what  amounts  to  an  author’s  excufe: 

Sic  leve,  ftc  joarvum  eft,  animum  quod  laudis  avarum 
Submit  aut  reficit . - - 

/ 

Such  light,  fuch  trivial  things,  deprefs  or  raife 
foul  impaiTion’d  with  a  love  of  praife. 

France. 

* . 

* 

Whilft  I  recommend  the  caviller  to  facrifice  his 
future  fpleen  at  the  altar  of  candor;  and  if  he 
cannot  praife,  at  lead  to  remain  a  patient  victim 
to  the  nod  of  error-fcreening  filence. 
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ELEGY, 

On  leaving  Westminster  College . 

* 

Dura  nihil  habemus  majus,  calamo  ludimus. 

Fh^drujS. 

From  weightier  matters  dfengag'd,  again 
My  lute  I J hatch,  and  tune  my  willing  /train* 

HAIL  happieft  days !  hail  years  of  Ihort-jiy’d 
blifs!  N  •-  - 

To  gloomy  care’s  quick-cank’ring  tooth  un¬ 
known; 

V' 

Seal’d  with  the  joys  of  full  contentment’s  kifs, 

Fullfwift  ye  pafs’d^  on  hafty  wings  y’are  flown  J " 

# 

'But  ftill  the  tribute  of  a  grateful  bread:. 

Still  recollection  paints  th*  enchanting  fcenes. 
Recalls  each  ohjeCt  by  gay  fancy  dreft, 

Nor  recks  the  lapfe  of  years  which  intervenes. 

And  long  as  jnetnoryAhall  kindly  fmilc, 

Nor  yet  paft  pleafures  in  her  tablet  fade. 

So  long  my  pangs  reflection  (hall  beguile, 

And  footh  my  troubles  by  this  theme’s  kind 
aid, 

Cfc 


t 


The  T  ri  f l e r, 


5a 

Oft  (as  the  griefs  of manhood  load  my  mind) 

To  eafe  my  foul  from  forrow’s  clofe  embrace, 

»  i 

To  fhun  her  gen’ral  claim  on  human  kind* 

Th*  irrevocable  joys  of  youth  I  trace. 

'  i 

On  many  a  boyifh  frolick  now  revolve. 

Now  wonder  at  the  eafe  of  former  mirth, 

Whilft  envy  the  enigma  prompts  to  folve. 

And  analyfe  the  caufe  which  gave  it  birth. 

But  youthful  fports  dull  reafon’s  fearch  defy. 

Nor  owe  their  pleafure  to  a  ftudied  rule : 

Faint  lags,  alas!  premeditated  joy; 

J/lirth  unexpected  fires  the  drowfieft  foull 

Hail,  feat  of  happinefs  !  where  ev’ry  face 
Derides  the  fullen,  moping  ftep  of  Care; 

Where  Sorrow  finds  no  entrance.  Pain  no  trace. 
Nor  drooping  Melancholy  dares  appear, 

JTis  thine  to  vanquifh  this  fell  troop  of  foes. 

At  early  age  to  ftem  their  pois  nous  tide ; 

?Tis  thine  to  blend  the  fweets  of  Pleafure’s  rofe 
With  the.  fliarp  thorns  that  fence  bright  Virtue’s 
fide. 

Thine 


Thine  to  inftruft  the  yet-untainted  heart 
In  all  that’s  lovely,  all  that’s  worth  its  care, 
Point  out  bleft  Charity’s  foul-wringing  fmart. 

Or  bring  the  cries  of  Pity  to  the  tender  ear ! 

Friendfhip  from  thee  adopts  her  deareft  ties, 
From  thee  th’  ingenuous  mind  imbibes  the 
flame ; 

Whate’er  indifloluble  bonds  arife, 

*  r 

Thee,  as  their  fount,  their  bafis,  they  proclaim* 
-  “  ,  *  ■  ■  \ w  *  .  t 

Adieu !  lov’d  parent !  joy- fraught  fcene,  adieu  I 
Nor  deem  my  lay,  nor  hold  my  pray ’r  amifs, 
lyTay’fl:  thou  ftill  flourifh  ever  bright  and  true. 
The  feat  of  learning,  and  the  four ce  of  blifs ! 

•  -  ^  A 

'  •  '  *  •  l  »  V  •*  >  *  ^  » 

•  ■*  4  *  . 

'  .  *  *’**«'• 

^  •*  •  -  -  -  *  , 
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SAY,  lovely  Rofe,  fince  half-reveard 
My  view  thy  beauty  meets. 

Has  dread  of  morning’s  Bleak  wind  feal’d 
The  fragrance  of  thy  fweets  ? 

Yet  deareft  to  th*  enamour’d  fight 
Thy  purple  form  appears. 

As  blufhing  o’er  the  mofs’s  height 
Thy  cup  its  head  uprears* 

Trull — whilft  thy  outward  leaves  areihewft. 
Our  fancy  paints  the  reft  ; 

Once  feen,  adieu,— (thy  all  is  known) 

T o  fancy’s  fiatt’ring  tefL 

Such  are  the  charms  my  fair  one  dedfe 
In  perfon  as  in  mind; 

Where  half- feen  heaves  her  fwelling  neck. 
Half-told,  her  fenfe  I  find. 
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Timothy  Touchftone  has  received  Ignoramus,  which,  as 
it  contains  a  very  long  account  of  a  common  tranfattion,  he 
thinks  would  be  unentertaining  to  his  readers . 

A  Lover  of  Fafhion  is  unintelligible— —and  Rofalida  in- 
adiniffible . 

juvenis  (hall  be  attended  to. 
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'*Tota  licet  njeteres  exornent  un clique  cerce  • 

Atria ,  NOBILITAS  fola  ejl ,  atque  unica  <virtus . 

Juvenal,, 

J  M  I  T  A  T  E  Do 

Shew  me  the  man,  whofe  confidence  truly  juft„ 

Beams  uncorrapt  in  honoris  facred  truft. 

Nor  tow’ring  on  the  privilege  of  birth, 

Whofe  words  are  goodnefs,  and  whofe  deeds  are  worth ; 
Him  grandeur’s  darling  fon  my  foul  can  fpy 
Thro’  the  deep  gloom  of  unknown  anceftry. 

Burnaby  Green,, 


tfo  T 1 mothy  Touchstone. 


Sir, 

c  As  the  exposure  of  thofe  foibles,  diat  mark 
the  prefent  times,  forms  a  confiderable  fhare 
*  of  your  lucubrations,  I  take  the  liberty  of  of- 

F  c  fering 
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f  fering  a  grievance,  which  proves  the  bane  of 
1  my  happinefs,  as  worthy  of  your  confederation ; 
c  flattering  myfelf  a  few  remarks  from  the  pen 

*  of  the  TRIFLER  would  more  eafily  effeX 
c  the  reformation  of  thofe  I  complain  of,  than 

*  the  jufteft  reproaches  from  the  injured. 

c  My  lituation  will,  I  hope,  prove  an  excufe 
e  for  this  application  of  redrefs,  as  the  advantages 
‘  refulting  from  a  public  education  open  a  larger 
4  held  for  a  fpeculative  mind  than  the  contraXed 
4  circle  of  a  private  ichool. 

c  I  am  fituated  at  a  celebrated  private  Aca- 
4  demy,  and  have  always  (pardon  the  egotifm) 

4  paid  the-.ftriXeft  attention  to  my  learning,  and 
4  though  providence  has  not  bleflfed  me  with  na- 
4  tural  parts  fuperior  to  my  fchool-fellows,  Afli  - 
4  duity  and  Emulation,  the  greateft:  incentives 
4  to  improvement,  never  failed  of  gaining  pne 
c  the  applaufe  of  my  maffer.  '  This  conduct,  I 
i  thought,  was  the  fureft  means  of  obtaining 
4  univerjal  connexions  j  but  experience  loon  Con- 
c  vinced  me,  how  erroneous  my  fuppofition  had 
1  been ;  the  diligence  exercifed  in  improving  my 
4  mental  abilities,  brought  upon  me  the  almoft 
4  indelible  ftigma  of  a  Muz.  The  fituati'on  of 
4  my  father,  and  his  intentions  of  fending  me 
6  to  an  expensive  fchool,  obliged  me  to  bear 
4  with  the  patience  of  a  Job,  the  cenfure  of 

*  thofe 
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c  thofe  youths  who  efleemed  ducking  an  oddity 

*  a  fpecimen  of  undoubted  courage,  and  a  por- 
c  tentous  omen  of  future  greatnefs;  for  in  general 
«  the  boy  who  can  exert  his  bodily  ftrength  with 
<  the  greatefl  vigor,  and  exhibit  the  moil  acute 
c  knowledge  of  the  fafhionable  fcience  of  offence 
‘  and  defence,  is  beheld  with  as  much  dread  bv 
c  his  fchoolfellows  as  the  Grand  Seignior  by  an 
f  offending  Vizier :  this  is  the  charadteriftic  only 
c  of  thofe  youths  who  prefer  robbing  an  orchard 
c  to  fludying  the  fports  in  honor  cfPatroclus,  or 
f  a  game  at  trapball  to  the  beauties  of  Virgil. 

*  Though  I  am  the  objedl  of  ridicule  in  the 

*  eyes  of  one  part  of  the  fchool,  fome  few, 
c  whofe  breafts  are  infpired  with  a  fpirit  of  emu- 
(  lation,  and  whofe  chief  fludy  is  to  imbibe  the 
c  precepts  of  Grecian  and  Roman  literature, 
c  regard  and  affociate  with  me.  As  I  cannot 
c  boafl  of  being  fprung  from  an  ancient  family, 
c  my  future  welfare  entirely  depending  upon  my 
f  own  condudl,  like  Marius,  I  am  fligmatized 
c  with  the  name  of  novus  homo ;  while  thofe  boy's 
c  who  boafling  of  their  anceflry  or  paternal  ef- 

*  tates  obtained  by  the  merit  or  vices  of  their 
c  progenitors,  recur  to  the  annals  of  Britifh  Hif- 

*  tory,  and  find,  that  their  great,  great  grande 
‘  father,  defended  this  caftle,  and  with  only  a 
c  few  hundred  men  defeated  as  many  thoufand. 

F  2  *  I  lire-* 
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c  I  ftrenuoufty  aflert,  that  as  I  cannot  glory  m  & 
€  long  lift  of  illuftrious  anceftors,  I  am  deter- 
€  mined  to  be  the  head,  and  fount  of  that  honor 
€  which  my  pofterity  may  inherit,  and  attempt* 
c  though  perhaps  in  vain,  to  convince  them  that 
€  perfonal  virtue  is  the  only  true  inheritance. 
c  This  dry  morality,  as  they  term  it,  unhap- 
pily  proves  my  ftumbling-block ;  for  as  my 
f  father  is  determined  to  fupport  me  with  credit* 
€  he  liberally  rewards  my  aftiduity,  which  would 
€  enable  me  to  affociate  with  the  richeft  of  my 
c  fellows*  It  would  be  immaterial  whether  my 
c  actions  were  founded  upon  principles  of  real 
c  honor,  or  whether  my  character  was  tainted 
by  the  prevailing  vices  of  the  prefent  age  5  a 

*  coronet  or  an  hereditary  profpedt  would  be 
c  fufficient  to  gain  the  efteem  of  this  (in  my 

*  opinion)  deteftable  clafs  of  fociety  5  but  I  am 

*  unfortunately  the  fon  of  an  honeft  and  refpec- 

*  table  Tailor;  my  misfortune  originates  from 
c  this  evil  alone;  many  of  them  are  familiar 
€  with  me  in  private,  when  I  can  be  of  fervice  in 
c  affifting  them  to  perform  their  exercifes;  but 

*  they  think  it  a  degradation  of  their  family  to 

*  appear  with  me  in  publick,  as  a  contagion  at- 
€  tends  the  found  of  a  Mechanic  fo  infectious, 

*  that  they  would-  prefer  the  company  of  their 

. .  father’s 
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«  father’s  fervants,  or  the  lowed  clafs  of  fhar- 

*  pers,  to  that  of  a  reputable  tradefman. 

<  The  following  fcene  will,  I  hope,  prSve  a 

*  diffident  apology  for  this  letter.  Being  in- 
<  vited  the  other  day  to  join  in  a  party  of  plea- 
«  fare,  not  as  the  means  of  information,  or  per- 

*  fonal  regard,  but  the  objeft  of  ridicule ;  and 

*  as  the  office  of  jeder'in  this  kingdom  has  been 

*  aboliffied  fince  the  days  of  Charles  the  Second, 

*  I  was  intended  as  a  fubditute  for  this  obfolete 

V  •  .  * 

*  cuftom.  Inexperienced  in  the  various  tricks  of 

*  mankind,  and  deciding  upon  their  difpofitions 

tr*‘ 

c  by  the  fentiments  of  my  own  bread:,  I  was 

*  proud  of  the  offer,  and  accepted  it  with  the 

*  readied  complacency.  A  few  fallies  of  joking 

*  paffed  unregarded ;  but  at  length  the  Hero  of 
c  the  party,  who  had  on  a  new  coat  made  by  my 
<  father,  vociferoufly  exclaimed  during  tea, 

*  how  do  you  like  my  new  coat  ?  the  colour  is  gocd, 

*  but  the  tailor  has  fpoiled  it,  I  am  rejohed  the 

*  fccundrel  JJonll  work  no  longer  for  me”  This  was 

*  the  fignal  for  the  grand  attack;  and  the  whole 

t.  -■ 

*  company  let  fly  the  battery  of  their  pointiefs 
s  wit :  one  pulling  me  by  the  fieeve,  archly  ob~ 
c  ferved ;  my  father  was  only  the  ninth  part  cf  a 
c  man,  and  as  he  was  intended  for  a  Cantab,  it 
£  was  neceffary  he  Jhould  know  numbers f  therefore 

*  inquired,  what  fractional  part  I  was?  On  the 

other 
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■f  other  fide  I  was  afked,  Whether  cabbages  would 
€  be  •plentiful  this  year ,  or  no  ?  and  how  the  goof; 

*  was?  Judge  my  feelings  during  this  ftorm  of 

*  ridiculous,  but  poignant  acrimony;  emotions 

*  of  this  kind  can  only  be  imagined,  as  the  pen 

f  of  the  ableft  writer  would  fail  in  the  execution 

.  •  -  -  * 

*  of  fo  arduous  an  undertaking. 

e  My  blood,  which  runs  as  pure  as  the  moil 
f  ancient  peer’s,  boiled  with  indignation.  I  en- 

*  deavoured  to  return  their  reproaches  with  a  pro- 

*  per  requital— contempt ; - but  my  paffion 

c  tranfgrelTing  the  bounds  of  moderation,  and 

*  exafperated  to  the  higheft  pitch  of  refolution, 

1  I  boldly  rofe  up,  and  challenged  the  fto.uteft  of 
‘  my  injurors.  This  he  could  not  with  propriety 
f  decline ;  as  thofe  boys,  who  pique,  themfelves 
f  upon  their  anceftry,  are  to  appearance  very 

*  tenacious  of  their  honor,  and  though  regard- 

*  lefs  of  the  Jub fiance >  are  anxious  to  preferve  the 
s  jhadow  of  courage. 

£  W e  retired  to  a  private  place  adapted  to  our 

*  purpofe,  where  every  difparity  of  rank  perifhes, 
f  and  the  pooreft  boy  obtains  redrefs  by  the 
f  power  of  his  arm.  The  infult  I  had  fuftained 
f.  added  unufual  pourage,  and  gave  me  a  decided 
f  fuperioritjr  over  my  antagonift,  arid  I  pracli- 
f  cally  convinced  him*  that  while  I  paid  atten- 
?  tiop  to  my  kerning,  I  deferved  the  approba- 

*  tion 
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*  tion  of  every  fenfible  .man,  who  would  nor 
(  enquire  into  the  progrefs  and  antiquity  of  my' 

*  family,  but  refpect  me,  as  my  abilities  me- 
f  rited.  If  you  can  remedy  this  evil,  and  teach 
c  thefe  arrogant  youths,  that  diftinction  is  only 
c  due  according  to  perfonal  qualities,  myfelf,  and 
<  hundreds  hereafter,  with  joy  fhall  hear  of  Ti- 
c  mothy  Touchftone,  and  place  him  to  our 

*  children,  if  providence  bleffes  us  with  any,  as 

*  an  example  worthy  of  their  imitation.  I 
f  remain  your  humble  fervant, 

c  Thomas  Stitch/ 

I  am  perfectly  in  the  fentiments  of  Mr.  Stitch, 
2nd  would  willingly  attempt  to  promote  the  re¬ 
formation  of  thefe  young  men,  but  I  fear  this 
foible  is  rifen  to  fuch  an  enormous  height,  that 
the  abufe  can  never  be  effectually  corrected. 
Moft  of  my  predeceffors  have  copiouily  enlarged 
upon  this  fubject,  and  fhewn  that  cc  if  there  be 
any  thing  which  makes  human  nature  appear  ri¬ 
diculous  to  beings  of  fuperior  faculties,  it  muff 
be  prided ’ 

I  fhall  therefore  pnly  add  a  few  obfervations 
on  the  utility  of  commerce,  the  encouragement 
of  which  was  deemed  a  very  weighty  confideration 
in  the  ages  of  barbarifm  and  ignorance,  when 
qo  civil  employments  could  entirely  eftrange  the 

minds 
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minds  of  the  people  from  military  actions:  this 
remark  is  corroborated  by  a  law  pafTed  in  the 
reign  of  Athelftan,  that  every  merchant  who 
had  made  three  long  fea-voyages  on  his  own  ac- 

» 

count,  fliould  be  admitted  t;o  the  rank  of  a, 

'Thane, 

In  thofe  countries,  where  vefliges  of  the  an¬ 
cient  Feudal  fyftem  remain,  or  an  arbitrary 
fyftem  of  government  prevails,  the  higher  orders 
of  the  people  are  ridiculoufly  proud  of  their  an- 
ceftry;  the  fons  of  Noblemen  poftefting  no  he¬ 
reditary  eftates  but  family  pride,  prefer  the  prof- 
pedtof  ftarving  in  the  army  rather  than  defile 
that  mark  of  dignity  which  they  abfurdly  fup- 
pofe  would  be  debafed  by  an  application  to  bu- 
iinefs,  though  it  might  prove  the  means  of  re- 
ftoring  the  declining  fortune  of  the  family,  and 
enable  them  to  fupport  with  additional  fplendor 
that  flamp  of  honor  they  are  fo  tenacious  of 
prefer ving  untainted, 

This  affedtation  of  falfe  pride  has  a  greater 
claim  to  pardon  and  pity,  when  an  obfequious 
compliance  to  the  will  of  a  fuperior  was  the 
foie  purfuit  of  the  commonalty ;  their  bodies 
being  reduced  to  a  fate  of  abjedl  flavery,  paftive 
obedience  was  in  fome  degree  confentaneous  to 
their  difpofition :  for  the  man  who  has  been  ac- 
cuftcmed  to  feel  the  weight  of  defpotifm,  though 

his 
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his  love  of  liberty  may  be  as  great,  his  fditlrnents 
cannot  be  fo  refined  as  the  fubjebt’s  of  that  coun¬ 
try  whofe  mixed  form  of  government  has  excited 
the  admiration  of  foreigners ;  a  difparity  of  rank 
fhould  only  ferve  here*  as  an  incentive  to  vir¬ 
tuous  actions. 

In  all  commercial  countries  an  irreconcileable 
jealoufy  has  arifen  between  the  trading  and  landed 
intereds ;  envy  has  excited  the  greated  difi  elbedd 
to  the  prejudice  of  both,  as  the  profperity  of 
each  depends  fo  much  on  their  union,  that  an 
infeparable  affinity  fhould  always  exifh  The 
price  of  land,  and  increafe  of  rents,  chiefly  de¬ 
pend  upon  our  foreign  trade;  if  therefore  the 
exportation  of  our  own.  manufactures  has  en- 
creafed  the  revenues  of  government,  it  has  alfo 
augmented  the  value  of  the  landed  property,  it 
mud  confequently  be  the  intered  of  thofe  No¬ 
blemen  who  have  large  edates,  and  country 
Gentlemen  in  general,  to  promote  its  continu¬ 
ance.  The  credit  of  the  nation  entirely  reds 

_  y 

upon  its  refburces  and  trade;  and  fo  extenfive  is 
the  influence  of  an  Englifh  merchant,  that  fo¬ 
reigners  will  entrud  him  to  a  confiderable 
amount;  and  if  the  nation  is  reduced  by  nn- 
forefeen  accidents  to  the  neceffity  of  borrowing 
money  by  loans,  the  merchant  is  the  objecd  of 
hefjponfibility,  and  application  mud  be  made  to 

*«■  ;  thofe 
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thofe  trading  companies,  whole  immenfe  capi¬ 
tals  will,  and  have  enabled  .them  to  fuftain  the 
tottering  Hate  of  the  nation. 

Many  excellent  writers  have  endeavoured  to 
prove  the  neceflity  of  an  union  between  thefe 
j  arring  parties,  which  it  is  the  intereft  of  every  real 
friend  of  his  country  to  promote. 

I  fhall  conclude  this  paper  with  the  following 
appofite  obfervation  of  Mr.  Locke.  “He  (the 
“  man  of  landed  property)  is  more  concerned 
“  in  trade*  and  ought  to  take  a  greater  care* 
<c  that  it  be  well  managed  and  preferred,  than 
<f  even  the  merchant  himfelf ;  for  he  will  cer- 
“  tainly  find,  when  a  decay  of  trade  has  carried 
<c  away  one  part  of  our  money  out  of  the  king- 
“  dorn,  and  the  other  is  kept  in  the  Merchant's 
“  or  Tradefman’s  hands,  that  no  laws  he  can 
“  make,  nor  any  little  arts  of  ihifting  property 
“  among  ourfelves,  will  bring  it  back  to  him 
“  again,  but  his  rents  will  fall,  and  his  income 
“  every  day  lelfen,  till  general  indufhy  and  fru- 
“  gality,  joined  to  a  well-ordered  trade ,  fhall  re- 
“  ftore  to  the  kingdom  the  riches  and  wealth  it 

had  formerly/'  JB, 
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ELEGY, 
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Written  in  a  Grub-ftreet  Garret . 

NOW  finks  the  fun  within  the  azure  main ; 
The  dirty  walls  affume  a  darker  hue; 

Each  Brother  Poet  racks  his  muddy  brain, 

T o  write  frefh  ftridtures  on  the  fighting  Jew „ 

Now  the  whole  houfe  a  folemn  ftillnefs  holds. 
Save  from  the  ftaircafe-head  with  noify  tongue 

My  landlady  inexorably  fcolds. 

And  with  fhrill  clamours  interrupts  my  fong. 

Beneath  a  heap  of  rude  wafte  paper  plac’d, 

(Alas  that  Grub-ftreet  bards  lb  foon  Ihould  die ! ) 

The  writings  of  my  brethren  are  difgrac’d, 

Or  doom’d  to  chandlers-fhops,  negledted  lie. 

* 

Frefh  oyfters  chaunted  with  melodious  voice, 

Or  Printer’s  Devils  ever  hafty  tread, 

Shall  nought  avail  to  make  thefe  men  rejoice, 

Or  roufe  thofe  writings  which  to  fame  are  dead. 

For  thefe  no  more  the  cielings  Ihall  be  fwept. 

Or  fpiders  driven  from  their  dreary  dens. 

Who  twice  ten  months  have  unmolefted  flept. 
And  brav’d  the  fury  of  fucceeding  pens. 

Oft  did  the  A6lors  tremble  at  their  pow’r, 

W  hen  rang’d  in  dread  array  along  the  pit 

T o  hifs  the  varied  fidtions  of  each  hour. 

Supreme  in  judgment,  arbiters  of  wit. 

3' 
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Let  not  rich  Aldermen  the  feafts  deride^ 

T o  which  neceftity  the  poet  calls, 

For  Nature,  bounteous  Parent,  can  provide 
Delicious  fare  apart  from  Gilded  Walls. 

• 

Faint  are  the  joys  which  Ven’fon  can  beftow. 
Faint  is  the  pleafure  Turtle  can  impart; 

By  fad  experience  we  are  taught  to  know 

Thefe,  aching  limbs  fucceed  with  anguifh’d 
heart. 

Nor  you  thrice  happy  few!  whofe  writings  pleafe„ 
Contemn  the  Bard  whom  fame  difdains  to 
crown. 

Or  fcorn  the  wretch,  whofe  vain  attempts  to  feize 
T he  Laureat  wreath,  are  fadly  overthrown. 

Can  pompous  dedication's  fplendid  line. 

Or  praifes  on  rich  Lords  profufely  pour’d* 

Make  envy  her  dke  qualities  refign. 

Or  empty  fame  fatiety  afford » 

^  ,  f  t  $  ,  i .  j  \ ' 

Perhaps  in  this  fad  garret  once  has  lodg’d 

Some  vent’rous  Knight  well  flail’d  to  cog  the 
die. 

Who  dcxtroufly  the  Bailiffs  oft  has  dodg’d. 

Or  made  the  fleepy  watchmen  nimbly  fly. 

4 

%  \ 

\  ‘  >  . 

Someftiirdy  Humphries,  that  with  brawny  fills* 
Wellfkill’d  in  Boxing’s Jcientifick  lore, 

.Defied  the  Sons  of  Ifrael  to  the  lifts. 

And  beat  their  champion  ’till  he  rofe  no  more. 

Sente 
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Some  Peter  Pindar  here  has  tun’d  his  lyre. 

Or  fome  fagacious  Pig  here  learn’d  to  read; 
Some  Juggler  chew’d  a  ftone,  or  fwallow’d  fire. 
Or  here  to  eat  live  cats  ’twas  firft  decreed. 


Yet  e’en  their  fame  from  malice  to  defend 
Unhappy  Poets  fhall  eflay  to  write. 

With  labour’d  lines  and  verles  badly  penn’d, 
Whate’er  the  God  *  of  Dullnefs  may  recite. 


Their  Names  and  Portraits  on  the  dufty  walls. 
With  ballads  fetting  forth  their  high  renown. 
In  rural  cottages  or  fervants  halls. 

Shall  gratify  the  gaping  country  clown. 

For  what  incurious  mind  could  e’errefign 
The  bufy  buftling  pleafures  of  the  town ; 
Who  could  the  joys  of  London  e’er  decline, 
Unlefs  deterr’d  by  poverty’s  fad  frown  ? 


On  fome  gay  fcene  by  flatt’ring  Fancy  drefs’d. 
The  vifionary  mind  ftill  loves  to  dwell, 

And  Sadler’s  Wells  or  Lord  Mayor’s  gaudy  veil 
Delight  the  village  beau  or  ruftick  belle. 

For  thee,  who  mindful  of  the  Scribbler’s  lot, 
Doll  in  thefe  lines  their  ill  fuccefs  relate,' 

If  chance,  when  in  the  world  thy  name’s  forgot. 
Some  kindred  Poet  fhould  enquire  thy  fate : 

*  The  Author  is  confcious  that  Dullnefs  has  been  generally 
reprefented  in  a  Female  form,  but  fince  of  late  Ihe  has  been  fo 
notorioufly  intimate  with  Gentlemen  of  various  defcriptions,  he 
has  thought  proper  to  give  her  a  Jiulband  to  falve  her  reputation, 

4  Hajlly 


/ 


68  The  Trifle Ri 

v  I 

Haply  fome  Tavern  Waiter  may  declare, 

Oft  we  have  feen  him  at  the  hour  of  ten 
Sipping  his  coffee  with  a  mournful  air. 

Or  holding  fage  difcourfe  with  learned  men* 

i  '*  . 

In  yonder  box,  now  moiflen’d  as  with  tears. 
Conning  his  wayward  verfes  he  would  fit ; 
Now  footli’d  with  hope,  and  now  deprefs’d  with 
fears. 

He  pour’d  the  wild  effufions  of  his  wit 

One  morn  we  mifs’d  him  at  the  cuflom’d  place, 
Nor  at  the  bar,  nor  in  the  room  was  he: 
Another  came,  who  had  not  feen  his  face 

In  the  King’s  Bench,  or  Fleet,  or  Marfhalfea. 

Him  next,  in  fad  proceffion  borne  along. 

We  faw  proceeding  thro’  the  church-yard's 
gloom ; 

Affiiclion  had  abridg’d  his  mournful  fong. 

And  wrote  this  fad  inlcription  on  his  tomb* 

EPITAPH. 

Here  refts  his  head,  fix  feet  beneath  the  earth, 

An  haplefs  youth  to  hunger  often  known; 

The  Grub-llreet  Mufes  frown’d,  not  at  his  birth, 

But  mark’d  the  iCribbhng  infant  for  their  own. 

Tho’  in  his  breaft  each  virtue  made  abode, 

The  Pubhck  never  recompens’d  his  lays ; 

He  gave  the  King — ’twas  all  he  could— an  Ode - 3 

The  King  refus’d  Ins  only  v  ilh — the  Bays* 

No  farther  feek  his  errors  to  reveal, 

Or  fcrutinize  his  wit  with  envious  eye ; 

Oblivion’s  hand  his  writings  fhall  conceal, 

And  with  the  Poet  all  his  works  fhall  die.  Mi. 
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—  Hunc  aka  decoquit , — -  P  E  R  s  I U  s. 

Thisfpark  the  frail  confirming  dice  devours. 

Brewster, 


T, 

HAT  it  has  been  the  cuftom  of  the  belt 
moralilts  to  defcribe  the  depravity  of  human 
nature,  far  beyond  the  limits  of  truth,  experi¬ 
ence  will,  I  believe,  entirely  convince  thofe 
readers,  who  have  had  any  confiderable  com¬ 
merce  with  the  world.  But  that  there  are  par¬ 
ticular  vices  more  prevalent  in  prefent  than 
pad  times,  and  more  pernicious  in  their  effects 
on  the  condud  of  mankind,  than  what  ancient 
hi  dory  teaches^  can  be  denied  by  none  but  thole 

G  who 
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who  extend  the  applaufe  of  approbation  to  a 
univerfal  refinement  of  manners,  and  forget  that 
the  progrefs  of  civilization  no  lefs  corrupts  than 
harmonizes  the  difcordant  parts  of  a  free  people. 

The  particular  vices  to  which  I  allude,  and 
which  modern  cuftom  has  in  a  moft  alarming 
degree  adopted,  are  Gaming,  and  its  frequent 
confequent,  Suicide.— The  former,  to  a  perfon 
totally  unacquainted  with  the  principal  diver- 
(ions  of  the  town,  would  appear  to  be  founded 
on  the  moft  deteftable  principles  of  the  human 
heart;  but  candor,  as  well  as  inclination,  induce 
us  to  hope,  that  Fafhion  is  the  powerful  magnet 
that  attracts  novices,  and  Cuftom  the  chain  that 
binds  them  to  a  continued  refidence  on  this  pre¬ 
cipice  of  deftrufdon :  on  the  latter,  the  import¬ 
ance  of  the  fubje<ft  obliges  me  to  add  more  fe- 
rious  confiderations  than  the  tide  of  Trifler 
feemed  to  promife,  and  which  by  fome  may  be 
deemed  inconfiftent  with  my  plan;  yet  they  muft 
remember,  that  variety  is  no  lefs  entertaining: 
than  neceftary. 

The  effects  of  many  vices  indulged  by  pri¬ 
vate  perfons,  are  frequently  prejudicial  alone  to 
an  individual;  in  fome  cafes  advantageous  to 

the  community. - Drunkennefs,  for  inftance, 

has  removed  many  ■  a  brutal  tyrant  from  the 
execrations  of  a  neighbouring  village,  or  the 

hatred 
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hatred  of  his  own  injured  family ;  but  gaming 
is  followed  by  confequences  the  moft  extenfive 
and  alarming  :  ill-luck  on  a  fingle  night  has  de¬ 
prived  a  Nobleman  of  his  patrimony,  his  tradef- 
men  of  their  dues,  and  even  his  wife  of  her  huf- 
band:  hazardous  fpeculation  in  the  merchant 
has  caufed  bankruptcy  in  his  own  houfe,  and  re¬ 
duced  to  beggary,  together  with  himfelf,  the 
innocent  and  induftrious  link  of  mercantile  con- 
nedtions :  laftly,  the  deftrudtive  policy  of  a  lot¬ 
tery,  attended  by  its  concomitants,  thofe  har¬ 
bours  of  deceit,  Infuring  Offices,  has  allured  to 
confidence  many  an  honeft  ferVant  maid,  and  dri¬ 
ven  her  money  lefs  to  the  ffiores  of  the  Thames,  or 
the  banks  of  the  Serpentine,  there  to  throw  away 
a  being  rendered  no  longer  defirable  through  the 
lofs  of  well-earned  wages,  and  through  a  difap- 
pointment  in  profpedts  at  once  flattering — and 
falfe. 

To  enumerate  all  the  evils  that  may  be  traced 
from  a  frequent  commiffion  of  this  vice,  would 
be  needlefs;  a  thinking  mind  will  naturally  fup- 
ply  them  :  by  an  unthinking  one,  the  enumera¬ 
tion  and  the  reflections  arifing  therefrom  would 
be  confldered  but  as  impertinent  or  malicious: 
be  it  my  endeavour  therefore  to  adduce  a  few 
arguments  againfl:  Suicide  only>  which  is  one  evil 
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complained  of,  and  in  thefe  days  feldom  effected 
by  any  other  caufe. 

Firft,  let  us  confider  its  expediency :  Self- 
murder  I  take  to  be  the  lalt  extremity  which  de- 
fpair  can  tempt  a  man,  loaded  under  the  heavieft 
misfortunes,  to  try  as  a  relief.  Now  if  we  in- 
veftigate  the  ultimate  end  of  thofe  goods,  the 
lofs,  difappointment,  or  want  of  which  are  ef- 
teemed,  and  actually  do  conftitute  human  mif- 
fortunes,  we  fhall  difcover,  that  it  fupplies  the 
means  of  prolonging  life,  and  arifes  from  the 
fear  of  lofing  it;  all  the  paflions  have  been  de¬ 
duced  as  fubfervient  to  the  grand  natural  inftindt, 
felf-prefervation.  The  contradidtory  and  per- 
verfe  condudt  of  that  man  therefore  mull  be  evi¬ 
dent,  who  flies  to  that  very  evil  as  a  remedy, 
againil  which  the  impulfe  of  fear  firft  directed 
the  whole  exertion  of  his  faculties,  and  which 
he  now  conflders  as  a  blefling  merely  through 

the  imprudent  or  wilful  perverfion  of  thofe  fa- 

* 

culties,  though  before  his  imagination  could 
form  nothing  more  dreadful  than  its  voluntary 
approach,  and  nothing  more  horrible  than  its 
arrival. 

Epicurus,  a  philofopher,  whofe  dodtrines  have 
been  more  miftated  or  mifunderftood  than  for¬ 
tuitous  circumftances  commonly  eflfedl:,  has 
proved  that  patience  is  the  bell  relief  under  af- 

flidtions 


fii6lions  both  mental  and  corporeal ;  Indeed  the 
viciffitudes  of  human  affairs  are  a  motive  fuffi- 
cientiy  ftrong  to  indulge  hope  and  repel  deipair: 
if  therefore  a  recourfe  to  Suicide  is  repugnant  to 

the  inllinft  of  nature*  (but  admitting  ex  hypotheji 

\ 

that  it  is  not)  if  even  a  more  certain  and  wor¬ 
thier  remedy  may  be  adopted,  can  we  hefitate  a 
moment  from  the  foie  dictates  of  reafon  to  pro¬ 
nounce  it,  if  not  dangerous,  at  leall  inexpe- 

% 

dient?  But,  with  regard  to  its  finfulnefs,.when 
a  Chriftian  confiders  patience  and  endurance  not 
as  fervile  and  dependent  adoptives,  but  as  ne- 
ceffary  duties  ;  when  he  looks  forward  to  what 
his  faith  promifes,  another  exiftence  and  ano¬ 
ther  habitation,  he  will  believe  it  not  only 
blameable,  as  bold,  but  fatal,  as  flying  into  the 
prefence  of  that  Deity,  whom  raflmefs  mull 
offend,  and  impatience  irritate. 

He,  who  can  ferioufly  affirm  that  Suicide  is 
an  innocent  and  effectual  relief  from  worldly 
miferies,  muft  either  be  bereft  of  common  uri- 
derftanding,  or  (what  is  much  worfe)  profefs 
thole  Atheiflical  principles,  that  induce  weak 
minds  to  imagine  that  Chance  folely  directs  the 
affairs  of  this  world;  for  the  idea  of  a  fupreme 
moral  Governor  forcibly  impreffes  a  man  with 
the  belief,  that  all  things  are  under  his  imme¬ 
diate  charge,  and  that  nothing  can  come  to  pais 
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without  his  divine  agency,  or  diredt  command, 
and  afiifling  influence :  moreover,  to  any  pof~ 
felled  of  this  idea,  reafon  will  fuggefl  a  firm 
opinion,  that  as  all  good  and  evil  flow  from  the 
fource  of  Omnipotence,  to  counteract  the  effects 
of  either  mult  be  an  aCt  of  prefumptuous  rebel- 
lion,  inconfiftent  with  gratitude,  prudence,  and 
human  ability. 

To  an  intelligent  obferver,  the  whole  fyftem 
of  the  divine  adminiflration  will  appear  to  be 
founded  on  the  molt  perfeCt  and  cohefive  parts ; 
univerfal  profperity  could  be  caufed  only  by  a 
ipontaneous  fertility  of  the  earth,  and  would 
then  produce  on  imperfeCt  beings  like  ourfelves, 
univerfal  torpidity  and  idlenefs ;  misfortunes, 
therefore,  which  may  deprefs  hope,  or  excite  new 
ardor,  like  difcords  in  myfick,  concur  to  the 
general  harmony,  •  and,  like  interfperfed  trees, 
divert  the  eye,  while  they  variegate  and  enrich 
the  profpedt. 

To  enter  into  a  refutation  of  thofe  arguments 
urged  by  modem  Freethinkers  in  favour  of  Sui¬ 
cide,  would  not  only  argue  too  much  temerity 
on  my  fide,  but  (fuppofmg  fuch  an  attempt  eafy) 
would  not  convey  much  inftruftion  or  enter¬ 
tainment  to  my  readers.  It  is  not  the  thin  cob¬ 
web  thread  of  their  reafoning,  that  can  overcome 
reafon,  and  fhackle  the  underftanding ;  the 

greatefl 


The  Trifle  r* 


77 


greateft  danger  mull  be  apprehended  from  the 
(low  infinuating  poiibn  of  a  Novelift,  who  in, 
the  progrefs  of  a  melancholy  tale  deadens  the 
vigilance  of  the  mind,  and  attacks  the  feelings 
of  fenfibility.  The  latter,  like  the  fneer  of 
infidelity  that  unfortunately  pervades  the  writings 
of  a  moft  ingenious,  elegant,  and  claffical  Hi- 
ftorian,  is  reforted  to,  when  the  more  open  and 
avowed  endeavors  of  the  former  prove  futile, 
and  tranfparent. 

And  now,  fince  I  am  on  this  fubjedt,  I  will 
take  the  liberty  of  condemning  a  cuftom,  pre¬ 
valent  at  this  day  in  England,  at  which  huma¬ 
nity  is,  or  ought  to  be,  univerfally  fhocked ;  I 
allude  to  the  barbarity  of  burying  in  the  publick 
highway  the  body  of  a  poor  drowned  wretch 
with  a  ftake  driven  through  it,  without  the  laft 

neceffary  duties  of  the  Chriftian  religion ; - 

while  a  broken  gambler,  whofe  life  perhaps  has 
been  one  continued  exertion  of  deceit  and  vil¬ 
lainy,  if  he  can  but  purchafe  or  gain  credit  for 
a  pair  of  piflols,  may  terminate  his  exigence 
with  honor  to  himfelf,  and  fecurity  from  that 
barbarous  interment.— The  diftindtion,  no  lefs 
than  the  cuftom,  is  unworthy  the  enlightened 
fentiments  of  the  eighteenth  century— —it  is 
difhonorabie  to  us,  as  Britons,  as  Men,  and  as 
Chriftians.  > 

If 
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If  the  cuftom  be  meant  as  a  warning  againft, 
or  a  punifhment  for  Suicide,  believe  Timothy 
Touchftone,  when  he  affures  you  it  is  ufelefs ; 
the  mind,  which  is  inftigated  by  defpair,  regards 
with  equal  contempt  and  indifference  the  {lately 
Maufoleum  and  the  Highway  flake  ;  its  purpofe 
aims  at  prefent  relief,  not  future  honors;  is  im¬ 
pelled  by  the  hope  of  eternal  death,  and  lofes, 
confequently,  all  defire  of  poflhumous  glory. 
Rather  let  our  popular  preachers  in  a  cool  and 
rational  manner  explain  the  inefficacy  and  fin  of 
adopting  this  a6l  of  desperation:  fuch  a  mode 
of  inflrudling  would  be  produ&ive  of  more  good 
than  fiery  declamation,  or  appeals  to  the  pad 
fions,  which  betray  more  enthufiafm  than  judg¬ 
ment.  Brilliancy  of  elocution  and  diffufive  de¬ 
scription  remind  us  of  the  orator,  but  conceal 
the  fubjedt  by  confufing  our  ideas,  and  attract¬ 
ing  attention  more  to  the  beauty  of  ex  predion 
than  the  cogency  of  argument;  now  a  temperate 
difeourfe,  attended  by  conclufive  reafoning, 
makes  an  impreffion  on  the  fenfible  hearer,  which 
reflexion  confirms,  the  understanding  approves, 
and  memory  retains,  S, 
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A  DREAM. 

ATTEND,  vcCy  mufe,  this  artlefs  verfe* 
Efteem  it  worth  thy  care; 

The  youthful  charms  I  would  rehearfe 
Of  Hebe,  goddefs  fair ! 

My  foul  had  juft  retir'd  to  reft. 

And  fleep  had  lent  her  aid, 

When  to  my  view,  by  Fancy  dreft. 
Appear'd  the  lovely  maid. 

Methought,  from  an  embowering  wood 
There  ruftfd  an  airy  throng. 

And  as  the  group  before  me  ftood. 

This  feem’d  to  be  their  fong 

■  c  Let  not  age  our  joys  defpife, 

<c  Or  ftop  our  harmlefs  mirth ; 

Let  not  Satire’s  envious  eyes 
Think  lightly  of  our  worth. 

“  Happy  pafr  the  circling  hours 
<c  With  innocence  and  truth  ; 

Wit  and  Gaiety  is  ours, 

“  Attendants  upon  youth. 

\ 

Haften  then,  your  chaplets  bring! 
tf  Come,  now  the  wreath  prepare ! 

**  Fetch  the  lilies  of  the  fpring 

T’  adorn  young  Hebe’s  hair/' 


'T  was 
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’Twas  then  I  faw  a  form  advance 
That  Tcap’d  my  fight  before. 

Who  mingled  in  the  myftic  dance. 

An  azure  veil  fhe  worev 

Her  golden  locks  in  ringlets  flow'd. 
And  graceful  was  her  mien ; 

Joy  in  her  face  diffufive  glow’d. 

As  light  fhe  prefs’d  the  green. 

i 

J  then  awoke— but 'ftrove  again 
To  clofe  my  willing  eyes; 

But  oh !  the  thought,  alas !  was  vain ; 
No  more  fuch  feenes  arife. 

Thus,  like  the  vifion  of  a  night. 

Our  earneft  wifhes  feem; 

Our  fondefb  hopes  are  put  to  flight, 
And  all  our  life’s  a  dream. 
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7'imophilos  and  Juvenis  [ball meet  with  an  early  infertlan . 
Juvenis’s  fecond favor  is  received, ,  and  under  confederation. 
Amicus pojfejfes  merit,  but  his  perfonality  proves  an  objection, 
to  the  inferti&n  of  his  verjes. .  On  any  other  fubjefi  Ti¬ 
mothy  Touchflone  will  be  glad  of  his  correfpondence * 
Senex  muft  undergo  fome  alterations , 

The  Elegy  figned  B.  is  received \ 
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SATURDAY,  July  12,  1788. 


S  crib  ere  juffit  amor.  0  vux 

Love  bade  me  write. 

/  |.  .  1  -airin  r 

THE  inftruCtion  and  entertain- 
.ment  arifing  from  Poetry  are  fo  obvious  to  every 
reader  of  tafte,  that  I  hope  no  objections  will  be 
made  to  this  Number  entirely  confifting  of  it; 
the  nature  of  the  Poem  indeed  is  fuch  as  to  pre^ 
elude  all  poflibility  of  contracting  it  to  mor$ 
narrov/  limits  :  and,  if  my  prefumption  may  be 
excufed,  I  will  venture  to  afTert  that  its  beauty 
'will  amply  reconcile  every  one  to  its  length..-— 
No  farther  apology,  I  trull,  is  reqtiilite* 
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PERJURY  of  MAN: 


Urged  in  a  Posthumous  Letter  from 


CLAUDIA  to  A  L  C  A  NOR. 


ARGUMENT. 

,  t 

Claudia,  a  Lady  of  difinguijhed  beauty ,  <was  fcduced  by 
Alcanor,  on  the  protnije  of  marriage ,  and  afterwards 
fcrfaken ?  and  expofed  to  infamy .  Agitated  by  the  fritggling 
fajjions  of  defpair  and  Istye,  foe  wrote  the  following  letter 
to  her  Seducer ,  which  failed  to  reach  his  hands  'till  aj%er 
her  death , 


Ha  D  I  a  pen  that  could  my  pangs  impart* 

1  v  * 

Or  wake  reflexion  in  thy  guilty  heart* 

Still  might  encreadng  forrows  hope  relief* 

And  warm  repentance  dry  the  tear  of  grief— 
But  no-^— thou  dy’ft  my  proftituted  fame*  - 
And  dread’ft  each  written  mirror  of  thy  fhame : 

Unmov'd  thou  liv’d:,  whilfl  I  alone  mud:  bear 

1  *  ■  \_ 

TKe  wounding  torments  of  a  double  care. 

-  'Whd 
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Who  could  refill:  thy  charms;  arrang’d  to  pleafe 
With  all  the  winning  dignity  of  eafe? 

Pure  as  the  virgin  air,  that  off  the  lawn 
Extracts  fweet  odors  at  the  rife  of  morn, 

I  met  thy  treach’rous  flame;  too  foon  my  ear 
Fed  on  thy  perjur’d  tongue,  nor  dreamt  of  fear: 
T oo  foon  my  eyes  divulg’d  a  mutual  flame. 

The  torturing  fource  of  all  myprefent  fhame* 
Recal  the  days,  that  with  attentive  art 
Thou  ffrov’ft  to  captivate  a  parent’s  heart. 

With  maflk’d  deceit,  his  moral  foul  to  win. 

How  practis’d  virtue,  to  fucceed  in  fin — 

Recal  the  hour,  (the  laft  of.  Claudia’s  fame. 

Her  burning  bofom  panting  for  its  fhame) 

How  fond  I  twin’d  thee  in  my  clofe  embrace. 
And  eager  prefs’d  thee  to  the  fweet  difgrace. 
When  mo, deft  reafon  fled.  Afham’d  t’  annoy 
The  dying  ecftacies  of  mutual  joy. 

Panting  thou  drank’ft  the  tears  which,  burfting, 

'  f  prov’d 

How  much  I  fuffer’d,  how  fincerely  lov’d* 

T hus  did  we  kifs  the  fenfual  night  away. 

And  quite  forgot  th’  exiftence  of  the  day, 

’Till  fainting  paffion  prov’d  each  effort  vain. 

And,  loft  in  Deep,  we  dreamt  it  o’er  again.  ■ 

But  oh!  what  thrilling  torments  tore  my  breaft* 

.  W  hen  morn,  officious,  woke  me  from  my  reft ! 

■  C  ••  II  2  '  r  With. 
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With  earlier  Peeps  (he  rouz’d  the  hated  day* 

T o  bear  m’  exulting  raviflier  away : 

In  vain  I  wept;  each  tear  encreas’d  the  grief; 
For  injur’d  heav’n  denied  my  foul  relief. 

Why  didft  thou  leave  me  thus  alone,  to  (hare 
The  deep  upbraidings  of  a  father’s  care  ? 

Alone,  to  catch  the  forrow-breathing  figh. 

And  wipe  the  tear  of  anguiili  from  his  eye  ? 

To  friendship  loft,  I  (him  the  hated  day. 

With  tears  repentant  waffi  the  night  away ; 

Still  Confolation  fcorns  my  weeping  pray’r. 

And  heavy  time  lags  pregnant  with  defpair » 

Oh  let  reflexion  paint  thy  Claudia’s  lot, 

£C  Herfelf  forgetting,  by  the  world  forgot.” 

To  fortune  born,  like  fortune’s  child  was  rear’d, 
By  many  Patter’d,  yet  by  moll  rever’d. — 

Recal  the  hours  I  pafs’d  thy  triumph’d  pride. 

By  thoufands  greeted  as  thy  future  bride — 

Recal  the  oaths  your  oroteftations  feal’d. 

Review  the  joys  my  eafy  bread  reveal’d ; 

Thus  could  my  fancy  feed  on  traniports  down. 
And  only  weep  the  dear  incentive  gone  : 

Return,  Alcanor,  frill  dear  youth  return, 
InPam’d  ideas  bid  my  paftion  burn; 

The  latent  flame,  with  half-extinguifh’d  (ire, 
Bunft  thro’  my  veins,  and  kindles  frefti  defire  : 

By 
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By  forrows  emptied,  from  their  deep  eft  fource, 
N o  tears  remain,  to  damp  its  fcorching  courfs. 
Fly  to  my  arms,  dear  rifier  of  my  peace. 

In  melting  trances  bid  my  troubles  ceafe. 

Let  ftoic  fouls  our  wanton  paffions  fpurn. 

And  cens’ring  fcandal  buz  thy  bleft  return  j 
Still  fhall  I  fcorn  the  pining  lofs  of  fame. 

And  ftare  away  the  tell-tale  blufti  of  fharne ; 
Smile  at  pale  death,  could  I  expiring  prove 
The  fond  exprefiions  of  alternate  love. 

O-bfcene  defire  ! — is  this  the  convert’s  pray'r. 
To  curb  the  erring  foul,  and  footh  defpair  1 

Wake,  refolution,  ere  my  curfe  begin, 

/  * 

Trayerfe  my  heart,  and  fhut  its  gates  to  fin  : 

Bid  exil’d  virtue  fix  its  lambent  flame. 

And  urge  my  foul  its  foibles  to  reclaim  : 

Shut  from  the  comforts  of  parental  love. 

What  muft  a  banifn’d,  female  Tinner,  prove  ! 
Thrown  to  the  world,  ere  half  her  youth  began. 
The  fcorn  of  women,  and  the  prey  of  man! 
Compare,  Alcanor,  each  our  fep’rate  ftate. 
Then  praife  the  partial  deftiny  of  fate : 

By  plenty  cheer’d,  thou  greet’d:  the  laughing  day. 
With  famifh’d  want  I  ftarve  the  hours  away: 
With  heavier  gloom  night  bends  her  frowns  on 
me, 

'  '  \ 

But  feems  to  wear  an  eafy  fmile  for  thee. 
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Yet  heav’d  is  juft  alike  to  all  mankind, 

And  grief  and  pleafure  tell-tales  of  the  mind. 
Joy  points  to  care,  and  good  proceeds  from  ill, 
So  thou  may ’ft  mourn,  and  I  be  happy  ftill. 
Alcanor  mourn  !  and  Claudia  happy  prove  1 
O  fickle  teft  of  conftancy  in  love  ! 

No  i  let  me  wafte  in  one  unfruitful  ftgh. 

Rather  than  forrow  wet  Alcanor ’s  eye. 

Tho’  mutual  guilt  becomes  a  mutual  care, 

.’a*  .  *4 

Yet  grant  me,  heav’n,  t’  enjoy  Alcanor’s  fhare  ! 
Rut  why  repent  ?  ’twas  nature’s  timid  fire 
That  firft  inflam’d  my  bofom  with  defire, 

Which  virtuous  blufhes  modeftly  reveal’d— 
(’Twas  honeft  love,  and  could  not  be  conceal’d) 

f  •  i  !  '  . 

. the  reft  divine, 

And  bid  thy  confidence  fill  the  vacant  line. 

Oh  had  my  tears  in  one  moift  body  ran. 
Drowning  the  page  before  thefe  lines  began. 
Ne’er  had  my  pen,  by  ftruggling  paftionsprov’d. 
How  weak  I  reafon,  and  how  madly  lov’d. 

Left  wand’ring  eyes  perufe  my  written  fhame. 
And  babbling  tongues  declare  the  finner’s  name. 
Beware,  Alcanor;  for  the  world  muft  own, 

I  only  lov’d,  but  never  ftnn’d  alone. 

When  honeft  wine  fhall  afk  the  blufhing  truth. 
Let  prudence  feal  the  candid  lip  of  youth; 

Oh  let  me  drop  from  off  this  guilty  ftage. 

By  youth  unfought  for,  and  unmourn’d  by  age. 

i  When 
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When  rpidnight  veils  the  guilty  blufn  of  woe. 
And  heav’n  itfelf  feems  hid  from  fin  below. 

Oft  did  the  form  of  Suicide  appear. 

With  all  her  curbed  remedies  for  care; 

But  heav’n  reviv’d  its  fading  grace,  to  five 
The  Lruggling  burner  from  the  guilty  grave. 
Anticipation,  with  prophetic  fear, 

Whifpers  encreafe  of  borrow  in  my  ear — 
Should’ih  thou  thy  Claudia,  ’midfl  thofe  wretches 
trace,  .  .  .  , 

(Thofe  wand’ring  monuments  of  man’s  difgrace) 
Prefs’d  by  the  mad  defpair  of  fquander’d  fame. 
Buying  exigence  with  encreafe  of  fhame. 

How  could’L  thou  lift  an  eye  of  hope  to  heav’n. 
Or  trull  Alcanor,  e’er  to  be  forgiv’n  ? 

For  I  am  doom’d  their  wretched  pangs  to  fhare. 
Who  once,  like  me,  were  innocent  and  fain 
Is  man  our  fex’s  llandard  of  defence, 

V  J 

Or  does  fedudlion  prove  fuperior  fenfe? 

•  *  •  . 

Does  weaker  reafon  hold  the  female  mind. 

To  make  us  bow  obedient  to  mankind  l 

ts  -  . 

Beauty,  beware,  for  fince  thy  reign  began,, 

The  greateft  enemy  thou  haL — is  man. 

>  *  ’  »  '  .  .  _  ,,  r  ■  -  A 

Yet,  dear  Alcanor! — but  no  more  of  love— 

h, 

Oh  let  my  mind  fome  nobler  duty  prove  1 
Let  refignation  fuit  my  foul  to  fate. 

And  penanpe  form  it  for  a  future  Late : 

•J  •*>  /  t 1  ’  \ 
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Let  me,  to  wafh  thefe  hated  ftains  away, 

W elcome  repentance  with  each  rifing  day  : 
And  thus  prepar’d,  may  that  immortal  reft. 
Which  no  fad  mern'ry,  no  vain  fears  moleft^ 
Shelter  a  faint  within  its  bright  abode. 

In  mifery,  a  convert  to  her  God. 
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AddrefTed  to  Mrs.  Jordan, 

T  H  A  L I  A*  laughter-loving  queen. 

Had  long  with  jealous  envy  feen 
Melpomene,  with  reigning  fway. 

The  favorite  goddefs  of  the  day. 

No  more  her  joy-infpiring  mirth 
Could  prove  attractive  on  the  earth; 

No  more  her  pleating  fmile  could  cheer. 

Or  wipe  away  life’s  care-fraught  tear' 

Each  ftation  of  life’s  varied  fcene 
Paid  homage  to  the  tragic  queen. 

With  envy  tortur’d,  thus  to  find 
Herfelf  negledted  by  mankind. 

She  flew  to  Jove’s  impartial  throne, 

Refolving  to  have  juftice  done. 

The  god,  attentive  to  her  pray’r. 

With  fmiles  propitious,  eas’d  her  care  5 
Then  faid,  fuppofewe  gods  combine 
T o  form  a  maid  of  mould  divine. 

To  reprefent  the  Comic  Mufe, 

Who  prefent  would  their  aid  refqfe  ? 

Olympus 
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Olympus  faw  a  general  nod, 

Affenting  to  oblige  the  god. 

Eirft,  Venus  gave  a  pleafing  face. 

And  next,  Aglaia,  eafe  and  grace ; 

Each  god's  concern’d  to  pleafe  mankind. 

In  forming  body,  or  the  mind. 

I’ve  heard,  ’twas  in  Olympus  faid, 

Melpomene  infpir’d  the  maid. 

And  kindly  gave  her  free  confent. 

That  fhe  might  fometimes  reprefent 
A  chara£ter,  to  draw  the  tear. 

And  render  thus  her  fmiles  more  dear.' 

The  maid  was  form’d— and,  laftly.  Fame 
Gave  Jordan,  for  her  living  name.  Z 
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L.  A.  is  received. 

'The  Elegy  by  B.  mujl  undergo  fome  Alterations  ;  a  Liberty. 

I  mujl  requejl  all  my  Correfpondents  to  permit  me  to  take , 
Several  Favors  only  wait  for  Room. 

"The  Verfes  on  a  Watch  1  mujl  decline  inferting . 
Timophilos  in  my  next . 

Squib  Jhallmeet  with  an  early  Infertion. 


The  Publifiers  having  informed  me  that  the  Firjl 
Number  is  fold  off  1  take  this  Opportunity  of  informing 
my  Readers ,  that  a  Second  Edition  will  be  fpeedily 
publijhed. 
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3fagna  fape  intelli genius  ex  parvis, 

Tull.  Off.  1.  h 

We  may  often  learn  matters  of  eonfequence  from  trifles* 


At tachments  too  early  formed  are  almoft  al¬ 
ways  attended  by  fatal  confequences;  and  many 
are  the  inftances,  befides  that  given  in  the  follow¬ 
ing  ftory,  of  the  fad  refult  of  a  premature  con¬ 
nexion  of  this  nature.  The  death  of  Mr* 
Thynne  is  well  known  to  have  arifen  from  this 
caufe.  It  is  a  tale  in  the  mouth  of  every  one ; 
but  its  being  fo  public kly  known,  detraXs  not 
from  the  truth  of  it :  and,  as  it  Hands  an  ex¬ 
ample  of  the  danger  of  this  too  prevalent  cuf- 
tom,  I  hope  it  may  ferve  alfo  as  a  preventative 
to  deter  others  from  the  like  hazard, 
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Solon’s  laws  forbad  the  Athenians  entering 
the  conjugal  date  before  they  were  turned 
of  five-and-thirtyf  nor  were  the  Lacedaemo¬ 
nians  permitted  to  marry  ’till  they  had  ac¬ 
quired  their  full  ftrength :  and  it  appears  from 
one  of  Lycurgus’s  laws,  (lays  Archbilhop  Pos¬ 
ter)  that  both  men  and  women,  were  limited 
in  this  point.  The  Athenian  legiflator  feems, 
indeed,  to  have  overlhot  the  mark;  but,  in  our 
age,  when  men,  prompted  rather  by  the  unre- 
(tridted  fway  of  their  imprudence,  than  urged  by 
the  violence  of  their  paflion,  bind  themfelves  for 
life  to  a  woman,  whofe  only  quality  they  are  at¬ 
tracted  by  is  the  fum  of  her  portion,  an  edidt  of 
this  kind  would  have  no  bad  effedts ;  as,  whilft  it 
baffles  their  hafty  views  to  a  great  fortune,  it 
would  give  them  time  to  make  themfelves  tho¬ 
roughly  acquainted  with  their  charmer’s  cha¬ 
racter,  and  enable  them  to  judge  beforehand* 
whether  or  no  they  could  Ipend  the  reft  of  their 
years  In  a  Hate  of  happinefs,  at  leaft  not  leffened 
by  admitting  a  partner  into  it,  whom  to  pleafe 
mult  ever  make  a  man  happy,  to  be  pleafed  by 
rendering  him  completely  blelfed.  But  I  have 
made  this  topic  the  fubjedt  of  this  day’s  paper, 
principally  for  the  fake  of  introducing  a  ftory,, 
Hill  current  among  the  higher  circles  in  Weft- 
minfeer,  and  whjgh,  as  it  oft  has  moved  many  a 
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youthful  hearer  from  the  mouth  of  a  fchool- 
mailer,  I  hope  will  not  prove  unacceptable  to 
my  readers. 

Under  the  mafterlhip  of  the  celebrated  Bulby, 
there  was  a  boy  at  fchool,  whom  I  (hall  di- 
.ftinguilh  by  the  name  of  Henry,  equally 
efteemed  by  his  mailers  for  the  brilliancy  of  his 
talents,  and  beloved  by  his  fchoolfellows  for  the 
various  excellent  qualities  of  his  mind,  and  the 
fweetnefs  of  his  difpofition.  Before  he  had  rifen 
very  high  in  fdiool,  he  conceived  a  pafiion  for  a 
young  lady  in  the  neighbourhood,  -eminently 
beautiful,  and  differing  from  him  in  character, 
only  as  the  natural  delicacy  and  fofmefs  of  her 
fex  added  a  charm  to  every  perfedlion  of  her 
lover.  From  the  many  interviews  they  had 
had,  the  flame  which  at  firfl  fired  his  bofom, 
quickly  became  mutual,  and  they  already  in¬ 
dulged  themfelves  in  romantic  ideas  of  cele¬ 
brating  their  nuptials,  when  they  fcarce  knew 
what  love  was,  but  from  the  fluttering  it  caufed 
in  each  of  their  tender  breafls.  Two  years 
wrere  now  elapfed  fince  they  had  declared  their 
flame  to  each  other.  Henry  had  long  pleaded 
his  love  to  his  dear  Charlotte,  with  all  the  force 
a  flneere  and  daily  increafing  pafiion  could  in¬ 
spire  him  with.  Marriage  was  what  they  both 
looked  up  to,  but  impofiibilities  dimmed  the 
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profpefr;  and  though  he  loved  her  with  a  tery* 
dernefs  which  nought  but  virtuous  motives  can 

°  '  ,  :  •  ,  .a,} 

implant,  yet  (till  his  defires  tended  to  that  poin 
of  blifs,  which  nothing  but  the  privilege  of  mar¬ 
riage  can  give  fandtion  to.  His  father  (it  feems  j 
having  long  obferved  the  clofe  intimacy  which 
exifted  between  our  hero  and  this  amiable  girl, 
and  fearful  of  the  confequence,  (namely,  mar¬ 
riage)  for  fhe  had  no  fortune,  refolved  to  fepa- 
rate  them  in  the  hallieft  manner  poffible,  Ac¬ 
cordingly  he  purchafed  him  an  enfigncy  in  a  re^ 
gimentjuft  going -abroad,  and  paying  little  re¬ 
gard  to  his  fon’s  difapprobation  of  a  military  life, 
fent  him  off  to  Jerfey.  This  precaution,  how¬ 
ever,  proved  fruitlefs  5  for  Henry,  as  foon  as  he 
was  acquainted  with  his  father’s  cruel  determi¬ 
nation,  having  obtained  Charlotte’s  full  confent, 
had  their  marriage  confummated  unknown  to 


any  of  his  friends;  and  as  his  regiment  was  de¬ 
tained  in  England,  by  unforefeen  delays,  a  much 
longer  time  than  was  expedied,  he  found  means 
to  pafs  the  greater  part  of  his  time  in  her  com¬ 
pany.  I  fhall  pafs  over  the  tender  fcene  which 
took  place  at  their  parting  ;  fufhce  it  to  fay,  that 
never  was  a  picture  of  grief  difplayed  in  more 


*  * 

natural  and  a  he  chine;  colours  than  what  this  in- 


t> 

ter  view  exhibited,  With  difficulty  he  diffuaded 


her  from 


the  earne 
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panying  hini;  but  he  knew  the  dangers  of  the 
voyage,  and  the  difficulties  a  woman  is  expofed 
to  in  a  camp  too  well  to  comply  with  her  requeffi 
All  he  had  to  confole  her  with  was,  an  affiirangt 
of  the  moil  ipeedy  return  he  could  obtain. 

Before  he  had  been  fix  months  ill  Jerfey,  he 
received  the  news  of  her  being  brought  to  bed  of 
a  fon.  Since  ffie  had  laft  feen  her  dear  Henry, 
her  conftancy  had  been  put  to  the  trial  by  a 
thoufand  preffing  calamities.  Juft  after  he  had 
fet  fail,  ffie  felt  a  fevere  ffiock  in  the  lofs  of  a 
kind  and  affectionate  mother,  her  only  furviving 
parent,  and  was  now  left  an  helplefs  orphan, 
expofed  to  all  the  dangers  of  the  wide  world, 
deprived  of  every  comfort  of  life,  and  nearly 
deftitute  of  all  its  neceftaries.  Her  mother, 
being  the  relid:  of  a  colonel,  had,  with  fome 
ceconomy,  made  ffiift  to  fupport  herfelf  and. 
daughter  in  a  genteel  manner  on  her  penflon ; 
but  this  dropt  at  her  death,  and  poor  Charlotte, 
who,  -either  from  the  too  great  indulgence  or 
the  pride  of  her  parents,  had  not  been  brought 
up  to  any  bufinefs,.  was  now  reduced  to  the  def- 
perate  alternative  of  either  ftarving,  or  main¬ 
taining  herfelf  by  the  moil  wretched  trade  her 
fex  is  acquainted  with.  Happily  an  old  fchool- 
iellow  of  Henry’s,  learning  the  diftreffied  ftate  of 
her  circumftances,  flew  to  her  affiftance  with  all 

the 
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the  ardor  the  thought  of  relieving  his  friend's 
.dearer  half  could  inflame  him  with,  and  (as  fhe 
had  too  much  virtue  even  to  become  a  profti- 
tute)  faved  her  from  the  rigor  of  a  death  Ihe 
no  ways  merited,  and  which  had  long  appeared 
to  her  inevitable.  Shortly  after  this  timely 
refcue,  fhe  received  the  following  letter  from  hef 
Henry, 

*  My  deareft  Charlotte, 

*  Judge  my  happinefs  on  hearing  that  - 

*  heaven  has  bleft  us  with  a  token  of  our  love  \ 

<  That  he  may  refemble  his  mother  in  every 
€  thing,  is  the  only  boon  I  crave  now  for  him ; 

<  -—but  I  change  my  joy  to  a  note  of  forrow! 

*  The  pernicious  effects  of  this  climate  have  in- 
■*  Aided  on  me  an  illnefs,  which  I  fear  I  never 

*  fhall  get  over.  Life,  however,  is  a  burthen  to 

<  me,  whilft  thou  art  abfent:  nor  coyld  I  have 

*  held  it  out  thus  long,  but  that  I  fupport  my i elf 

<  on  the  prcfped  of  that  blifs,  which  will,  I  hope, 

*  crown  the  reft  of  our  years,  fbouid  I  ever  re- 
f  turn  to  thee.  I  live,  I  breath  but  for  thee,  and 

*  fear  not  death  but  as  it  fhall  fnatch  thee  from 
?  me  :  but  there  is  a  place,  a  paradife,  where 

*  v/e  fhall  one  day  meet — to  part  no  morel— 

*  Farewd!  May  heaven  fned  its  choiceft  bleft 

*  fmgs  on  thee  and  thy  infant,  and  render  you 

*  both  happy,  as  it  made  thee  good!’ 

Equally 
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Equally  alarmed  at  the  feverity  of  her  Henry's 
diforder,  and  charmed  with  the  fincerity  of  his 
paffion,  fhe  refolved  to  fet  fail  in  queft  of  him. 
Accordingly,  fupplied  by  the  kindnefs  of  his 
friend  with  every  thing  requifite  for  her  voyage, 
fhe  went  on  board  a  transport  bound  for  the 
place  of  her  hufband’s  deftination;  but  the  bit- 
tereft  fcene  of  her  affli&ion  remained  as  yet  un- 
accomplifhed :  all  thofe  flattering  images  of  joy 
which  the  thought  of  quickly  feeing  her  Henry 
had  prefented  to  her,  were  fuddenly  overclouded 
by  the  ftorm  which  intercepted  them  in  their 
paflage.  After  every  exertion  of  the  crew  had 
proved  vain,  they  were  driven  to  the  laft  re- 
fource,  and  fired  the  fignal  of  diftrefs.  This 

L- 7  ■ 

was  inflantly  anfwered  by  another  fhip,  which 
had  long  been  near,  but  from  the  darknefs  which 
reigned  around,  without  the  knowledge  of  either. 
It  was,  however,  too  late  to  fave  their  veffel: 
the  leak  which  had  fo  long  diftreffed  them,  now 
took  in  fo  fait,  that  it  was  impoffible  to  keep  her 
above  water,  and  juft  as  the  fhip  made  up  to 
her,,  fhe  funk.  Her  long-boat,  flowed  full,  was 
now  approaching  the  fide  of  the  fhip,  when  a 
cruel  wave  fnatched  it  under,  and  Charlotte, 
with  her  dear  infant  clofe-clafped  to  her  breaft, 
floated  at  the  mercy  of  a  ftormy  fea. — [Muft  I 
ftop  my  Reader  to  tell  him,  that  Henry,  having 

procured 
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procured  leave  of  abftnce,  was  returning  in  the 

other  fhip?] - He  had  long  fixed  his  eyes  on 

the  boat,  (truck  with  the  beauty  of  his  unknown 
wife.  Unable  any  longer  to  be  witnefs  to  fuch 
a  fcene  of  diftrefs,  without  taking  an  atftive  part 
in  it,  he  plunged  in  at  the  hazard  of  his  own  life, 
and  catching  her  as  (lie  rofe  on  the  back  of  a 
billow,  bore  her  to  his  own  (hip’s  boat.  But 
what  were  his  feelings  when  he  beheld  the  face  of 
his  Charlotte  1  Her  benumbed  arm  had  dropt 
its  tender  charge.  The  horror  qf  her  diftrefs 
had  deprived  her  cheeks  of  their  rofeate  hue, 
and  plundered  her  ruby  lips  of  all  their  melting 
beauties.  Dead  was  the  luftre  of  her  glofly  eye,- 
and  cold  her  lily  hand.  He  prefted  her  to  his 
breaft  in  the  agonies  of  defpair,  and  drove  to 
recal  her  affrighted  fpirits  to  their  gay  abode. 
She  at  length  awoke  almoft  from  the  (hades  of 
death;  but  feeing  her  Henry’s  face,  fhrieked 
aftonifhment,  and  funk  ipto  his  arms  a  breathlefs 
corfe !  1 !  t 
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INVOCATION  to  FASHION 

FULL  oft  invok'd  in  Poet’s  fong, 

Where’er  thou  nimbly  trip’fl  along. 

Bright  Fafhion,  gay,  alluring  Fair  ! 

Say  where  thou  driv’ftthy  gilded  car; 

Say  where  thou  fpread’fl  thy  dazzling  wings, 
Since  now  no  longer  Mara  lings. 

Where  Weflminfler’s  too  facred  fane 
Of  late  convok’d  the  gay,  the  vain. 

By  mufick’s  pow’r  divine  infpir’d. 

And  at  thy  fummons  flill  more  fir’d, 

Does  Margaretta’s  neighb’ring  feat 
Invite  thy  ever-moving  feet  ? 

And  is  great  Mufick’s  potent  voice 
So  long  th’  unalterable  choice  ? 

Or  rather  does  Pantheon’s  dome 
Afford  more  full,  more  ample  room. 

To  flow  thy  duftile  vot’ries  in. 

And  catch  more  boobies  in  thy  gin  ? 

Or  dofl  thou,  all-perfuafive  girl, 

At  thefe  dull  haunts  thy  flack  fails  furl ; 

And,  tir’d  with  mufick’s  frequent  lay. 

Prefer  the  Gardens,  Park,  or  Play  ? 

Ah  where  fhall  I  thy  veflige  find  ? 

To  what  more  blifsful  fcenes  confin’d? 

Since  not  Cecilia’s  felf  can  flop 
Thy  bufy,  hafly,  freakifh  hop; 

"Not  even  Siddons  can  retain 

Thy  fmile,  nor  Billington’s  fweet  flrain 

Can  longer  tune  thy  once-charm’d  ear. 

Or  flay  thy  light  fantaflic  car; 

Tir’d  with  Princes,  Nobles,  Judges, 

Bifhops,  Commons,  and  old  grudges, 
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Ill-made  bows,  ill-tim’d  grimaces. 
Wire-drawn  patience,  fiilky  faces  ; 

Tir'd,  vex’d  with  lb  much  loathfome  fluff, 
Thou’ft  left  in  fpleen-excited  huff. 

On  hafly  foot,  with  eager  pace. 

Old  Hall,  new  feats,  a  motley  place ; 

Nor  this  dull  lounge  fhalt  feek  again, 

’Till  Neftor- vying  Sheridan 
Shall  call  from  every  joy,  to  ftp 
Sweet  Rhet’ric’s  honey  on  his  lip. 

Efpoufe,  dear  maid,  thy  vot’ry’s  caufe. 
And  let  the  influence  of  thy  laws, 

Ah!  let  thy  potent  voice  perfuade 
The  Ton’s  purlieus,  the  Town’s  parade. 
In  gentle  whifpers  buzzing  round, 

’Till  general  becomes  the  found; 

*T ill  the  wide  Nuga-manla  fpread. 

And  all  the  world,  by  fancy  led. 

Shall  feek  thy  much-frequented  fhrine. 

To  hail  thee  potent  and  divine. 

Obey  thy  word,  approve  thy  choice. 

And  in  thy  flavery  rejoice ; 

Still,  flill  obedient  keep  each  Have, 

Still,  from  the  cradle  to  the  grave, 

And  teach  their  throats  full  loud  to  fwell 
In  Chorus,  Vive  la  Bagatelle! 
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SATURDAY,  July  26,  1788. 

Quid,  Roma  fact  am?  mentiri  nefcio.  Juv. 

What's  Rome  to  me  ?  what  Bufmefs  have  I  there? 

I,  who  can  neither  lye,  nor  falfely  fwear.  Dryd, 

■■y  , 


J  Know  of  no  qualification  of  the  human  mind 
more  unfuccefsfully  fought  after  than  wit,  fince 
fcarce  any  accomplifiiment  is  the  objedl  of  fuck 
general  purfuit  through  every  rank  and  Ration 
of  life.  *  * 

The  Coalheaver  over  his  pot  of  porter  cracks 
his  coarfe  vulgar  jells,  and  his  Lordfhip  enli¬ 
vened  bv  his  claret  retails  his  more  refined  ones, 
✓ 

formed  in  the  hours  of  meditation,  or  (as  indo* 
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knee  may  prompt  him)  extracted  from  a  jeft> 
book.  Wit,  like  glittering  tinfel,  often  capti¬ 
vates  weak  minds,  whilft  the  more  folid  bullion 
of  a  fine  underftanding  is  too  frequently  ne¬ 
glected. 

A  ftrong  intellectual  capacity  is  not  alwayg 
confpicuous  at  ftrft  fight.  An  awkward  bafti- 
fulnefs,  extremely  natural  to  men,  who  have  been 
little  acquainted  with  the  beau  monde ,  frequently 
obfeures  a  brilliant  underftanding,  and  throws  a 
temporary  cloud  over  the  moft  extenfive  know¬ 
ledge.  On  this  account,  men  celebrated  in  li¬ 
terature  have  been  thought  unentertaining,  and 
a  fmall  acquaintance  with  the  world  has  afforded 
many  a  witl'efs  blockhead  agreeable  converfation, 
whilft  the  mere  fcholar  in  vain  calls  Martial  and 
Ovid  to  his  aid,  and  even  envies  the  infenfibility 
and  loquacity  of  the  chattering  coxcomb,  with 
whom  a  few  hours  before  he  would  have  thought 
himfelf  degraded  by  comparifon. 

Wit  makes  its  way  direCtly  to  the  heart,  and 
obtains  an  inftant  reward  in  the  applaufe  of  the 
company.  The  impreffion  it  makes,  although 
not  lafting,  is  yet  forcible,  and  pleafing;  and 
fince  by  promoting  mirth  and  good-humor,  it 
is  ever  efteemed  an  agreeable  companion,  it  has 
been  more  fought  after  than  the  nobler  qualities 
of  the  mind. 

By 
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By  different  paths  no  ineonfiderable  number 
aim  at  this  difficult  qualification.  To  fome,  but 
very  few,  it  comes  natural;  others,  when  alone, 
employ  their  time  in  compofing  bon  mots  adapted 
to  the  leading  topics  of  the  day,  whiift  the 
greater  part  of  thefe  felf-created  wits,  turning  to 
their  friend  Joe  Miller,  by  a  lefs  tedious  procefs 
lay  in  as  large  a  ftock,  as  their  heads  can  conve¬ 
niently  contain. 

But  of  all  the  paths  by  which  men  aim  at  this 
much-admired  character,  thofe  who  by  relating 
old  ftories  and  anecdotes,  or  who  fometimes, 
through  a  deficiency  of  memory,  have  recourfe 
to  their  own  extemporary  inventions,  and  by  a 
relation  of  wonderful  and  romantic  ftories  hope 
to  excite  admiration,  and  furprize,  feem  to  me 
to  purfue  Wit  through  the  darkeft  and  moft  ex¬ 
traordinary, 

I  have  known  a  gentleman  of  this  caft,  who 
being  obliged  to  confume  a  large  portion  of  his 
time  in  travelling,  ufed  to  invent  ftories  in  his 
chaife,  and  pra&ife  an  eafy  manner  of  telling 
them,  by  reciting  to  the  waiters  at  the  inns  where 
he  occafionally  flopped :  the  confequence  of 
which  was,  that  by  the  means  of  the  poftilions 
the  jefts  were  conveyed  from  ftage  to  ftage,  and 
the  next  time  theWit  travelled  the  Northern  road, 
he  had  the  pleafure  of  hearing  his  own  jokes  in. 
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every  flable-yard,  with  fuch  additions  as  the 
humor  or  blunders  of  each  pofcilion  or  hoftler 
might  have  fuggefted. 

What  induced  me  to  make  the  preceding  re¬ 
marks  was  a  correfpondent’s  letter  now  before 
me,  who  complains  of  his  being  negledted  from 
an  inability  of  invention,  and  virulently  declaims 
againil  falfhood,  as  thefource  of  his  misfortunes 
and  fince  (according  to  his  letter)  he  has  had 
the  misfortune  of  meeting  with  men  hyperbo^ 
lically  addicted  to  this  foible,  I  know  of  no  one 
who  has  a  better  right  to  complain  ;  his  difcri- 
mination  of  white  and  black  lyes  may  probably 
prove  inftrudtive  to  fome,  and  his  letter,  though 
long,  will  (I  hope)  not  prove  void  of  entertain- 
ment. 

f  Dear  Tim, 

4  It  would  be  ingratitude  in  me,  not  to  ac- 

*  knowledge  the  pleafure  I  receive  from  the  pe- 

4  rufal  of  your  papers,  which  alleviate  my  care 
f  for  a  ffiort  time,  and  make  me  forget  the 

5  pains  which  fo  continually  opprefs  my  mind, 

*  But  this  relief  is  only  for  a  few  moments  ;  and 

*  I  think,  upon  the  whole,  I  may  fafely  venture 
4  to  affirm,  that  I  am  the  mod:  wretched  being 
,£  upon  the  face  of  the  earth.  Society,  the 
4  greateft  comfort  of  life,  is  denied  me;  my 

c  company 


The  Trifle r,  hi 

6  company  is  every  where  avoided every  door 

*  in  the  neighbourhood  is  fliut  againft  me; — the 
c  boys  point  at  me  as  I  walk  along  the  ftreets, 
s  hailing  me  by  the  name  of  madman,  which 
c  has  been  given  me  by  my  good  hodefs,  a  vul- 
c  gar,  fat  old  woman,  who  never  exchanges  two 
‘  words  with  me,  and  indeed  feldom  appears  but 
c  on  Saturday,  when  fhe  brings  her  bill,  lays  it  on 
f  my  table  without  opening  her  lips,  and  having 

*  received  the  money  departs,  not  even  mutter- 
f  ing,  <c  thank  you.” 

c  I  fhould  be  given  to  believe  that  (he  had  loll 
(  her  tongue,  did  not  her  poor  maid  Moll  (a 9 
‘  fhe  calls  her)  fuffer  fo  much  from  its  impetuo- 
f  fity.  One  day,  when  die  had  poured  forth 
c  execrations  upon  the  poor  girl,  without  mercy, 
c  for  leaving  a  farthing’s  worth  of  fkimmed 

■  milk  upon  the  table,  within  reach  of  the  cat, 

*  I  overheard  Moll  threaten  to  tell  the  gentle- 
c  man,  how  fhe  called  him  madman,  and  was 

*  always  looking  through  the  key-hole  of  his 
(  door,  and  told  all  the  neighbours  how  he 

■  talked  to  himfelf :  and  all  this,  added  Moll,  is 
c  out  o’  fpite,  becaufe  he  once  fpoke  truth  and 
‘  told  you,  you  wasn’t  handfome.  Thus  1 
c  found  that  one  unfortunate  truth  drew  upon 
c  me  the  hatred  of  the  whole  neighbourhood, 

■  who,  influenced  by  the  tales-  of  my  landlady, 

*  whom 
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c  whom  they  adore  for  her  little  wealth,  look 
c  upon  me  as  the  word:  of  mankind. 

f  Though  this  might  have  been  an  ufeful 

*  leffon,  it  has  profited  me  nothing.— Yet 

*  from  this  I  may  difcover  that  fpeaking  truth 
«  is  the  caufe  of  my  misfortunes,  but  ftill  purfue 

*  that  path,  in  which  I  have  fo  long  trodden ; 
€  and  through  which  I  formerly  gained  the  ef- 
c  teem  of  a  judicious,  and  now  the  contempt  of 

*  a  deluded,  Publick. 

*  To  you  then,  Tim,  I  look  for  redrefs :  and, 

€  in  my  humble  opinion,  it  is  a  circumftance 
£  not  unworthy  your  notice.  For  fhould  you  by 

*  good  precepts  reclaim  mankind,  you  will  not 

*  only  prefer ve  the  honor  already  obtained,  but 

*  the  bright  ftar  of  your  glory  will  affume  frelh 
c  luftre,  and  afford  a  never-fading  light  to  the 
‘  world. 

c  T o  promote  this,  and  the  good  of  mankind, 

*  both  of  which,  no  doubt,  are  your  obje&s,  a 
(  paper  Ihewing  the  evil  tendency  of  white  liesy 
(  will  in  a  great  meafure  be  conducive.  For 
c  fuch  at  prefent  is  the  prevalence  of  thefe  ene- 
?  mies  to  virtue,  that  they  are  the  very  life  and 
1  foul  of  converfation ;  and  in  fuch  elteem  are 

*  they  held,  that  the  ready  inventor  of  an  abfurd 

*  ftory  is  more  coveted  in  fociety,  than  the  man 
<s  of  fenfe  and  integrity;  to  fych  a  pitch  has  this 

v  *  evil 
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*  evil  rifen,  which  rages  like  an  epidemical  dif~ 
«  eafe,  hourly  increafing,  and  becoming  daily 

*  more  dangerous. 

<  However,  I  have  ftill  hopes  of  a  recovery, 

*  fhould  you  deign  to  prepare  a  medicine.  The 

*  talk  will,  I  own,  be  very  difficult;  as  the 

*  draught  mull  have  ftrength  to  operate  when 
c  down,  and  muft  be  free  from  naufeoufnefs, 
‘  and  adapted  to  every  palate,  or  'twill  never  be 
1  fwallowed.  The  firft  fedlon  which  I  fhall  re- 
f  commend  you  to  try  your  fkill,  though  more 
c  properly  belonging  to  the  lift  of  black  liars9 

*  than  white ,  are  Old  Maids,  whom  ipleen  for- 
c  bids  to  fpeak  well  of  any  body;  and  whom 
f  Malice  and  Envy  prompt  to  fcandalize  the 
?  faireft  charadlers.  If  you  can  once  convince 
c  thefe  of  their  errors,  you  need  not  defpair  of 

*  bringing  all  mankind  to  convidtion.  Not  that 

*  mere  convidtion  will  have  the  defired  effedt 
e  upon  thefe  T abbies ;  it  muft  be  accompanied 
f  with  fevere  remonftrances ;  and  if  thefe  will 

*  not  do,  an  hufband  (if  poffible)  muft  be  pro- 

£  cured t  and  indeed  even  this  has  been  known 
€  to  fail.  v  ~ 

c  However,  I  have  no  doubt  of  your  fuc- 
£  cefs,  provided  you  begin  by  recommending  in 
£  fmooth  mellifluous  words,  that  their  meetings  be 
c  lefs  frequent,  that  they  pay  a  little  more  attention 

c  to 
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%  to  their  own  affairs,  and  not  quite  fo  much  to 

*  thofe  of  their  neighbours  ;  to  effeft  which,  you 
c  muff  fhew  fome  great  advantages  that  will 

*  accrue;  fuch  as,  being  admitted  to  the  friend - 

*  fhip  of  thofe,  who  no w  tremble  at  their  lupe- 

*  rior  wifdom  and  underftanding,  they  will  have 
1  a  better  opportunity  of  fcrutinizing  into  the 

<  minuteft  circumftances,  and  gratifying  their 

<  curiohty.  In  addition  to  this  you  muff  de- 
(  monftrate  clearly  to  them,  that  they  may  ap- 
(  ply  to  much  better  purpofes,  of  which  they 

*  feem  to  be  ignorant,  or,  knowing,  to  difregard, 
x  the  time  now  fpent  at  the  window,  from  which 
c  they  obferve  with  pleafure  and  fatisfacffion  any 

*  evil  which  may  befal  a  fellow-creature,  and 
1  look  upon  any  good  fortune  with  difcontent 
i  and  malice.  From  whence  perhaps  an  huf- 

-  band  may  be  obferved  to  fpeak  rather  angrily 
c  to  his  wife,  and  with  good-nature,  becoming 
r  a  gentleman,  to  his  maid-fefvant;  or  Mrs.  B. 


*  may  be  feen  to  admit  an  intimate  friend  in  Mr. 

*  B/s  abfence.  The  mere  obfervation  of  fuch 

*  matters,  though  impertinent,  yet  would  be 

*  excufable,  did  they  not  at  their  meeting  in  the 

*  evening  report,  one,  that  that  cruel  villain 

f  Mr. - ,  beat  his  wife  this  morning,  and 

*  kiffed  her  maid  before  her  face.  Whilft  ano- 

*  ther  with  an  air  of  truth  fays,  Mr.  R—  — ? 

1.  ,  4  called 
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<  called  upon  Mrs,  B - this  morning.— Her 

«  hufband,  you  know,  is  out  of  town,  with  a 

<  lignificant  nod.— -I  flood  at  my  window  above 

*  two  hours,  hill  I  was  almoft  tired,  before  he 

*  made  his  appearance— -I  was  juft  going  to  fet 
1  my  maid  to  watch,  when  out  he  came— I  wiih 
4  Mr.  B.  had  returned  and  found  them  together. 

*  Thus,  from  fuch  trivial  circumftances,  do  the 
c  moft  infamous  tales  take  rife;  and  thus  does  a 
1  morning's  contemplation  at  a  window  farnifti 
1  converfation  for  the  tea-table,  to  the  detriment 
1  of  the  wifer  and  more  innocent  part  of  man- 
f  kind.  When  this  ftory  was  related  with  all 

*  the  appearance  of  truth,  I  confefs  my  fears 
c  were  not  the  lead:  for  the  chaftity  of  Mrs.  B. 
c  and  the  honor  of  her  hufband.  But  thefe 

<  were  foon  cleared  away  by  a  few  more  rela- 

*  tions  of  this  kind,  and  by  a  friend  who,  ob- 

*  ferving  my  furprife,  let  me  into  the  fecret  of 
c  the  lady’s  charader.  We  communicated  our 

*  fentiments  to  each  other,  and  agreed,  that  if 
f  Hie  and  all  others  of  her  fed:  would  apply  the 
c  time,  wafted  in  this  idle  manner,  to  the  medi- 
c  tation  of  their  own  impertinent  curiofity,  and 
4  the  ftudy  of  virtue  and  morality,  they  would 

*  foon  be  convinced  of  the  impropriety  of  their 
4  condud;  of  their  folly  in  advancing  what  they 
4  know  to  be  falfe,  and  would,  without  doubt, 

{  eafed 
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f  eafed  from  their  fplenetic  pains,  enjoy  greater 
4  happinefs  than  their  prefent  difpofition  allows. 

4  At  the  fame  time  that  I  recommend  thefe 
4  malignant  liars  to  your  attention,  let  me  not 
4  forget  to  inform  you,  what  chiefly  induced  me 

*  to  trouble  you  with  this  letter  3  in  which  it  was 
4  my  firft  intention  folely  to  complain  of  thofe 

*  gentlemen,  wTho  infeftall  companies  with  their 
1  ridiculous  {lories,  engrofs  to  themfelves  the 

*  whole  of  the  converfation/and  laugh  at  all 

*  men,  as  fools,  who  are  unable,  or  perhaps  do 

*  not  choofe  to  invent  lies  equal  their  own. 

4  A  few  days  ago,  being  in  a  part  of  the  world 
4  where  I  was  not  known,  it  happened  that  I 
4  fell  into  the  company  of  a  few  young  Bucks, 
4  who,  without  a  grain  of  fenfe,  fet  themfelves 
4  up  for  firft-rate  wits.  How  far  they  are  en- 
c  titled  to  this  character,  you  may  determine 
4  when  informed  of  the  method  by  which  they 
4  have  procured  it, 

4  You  mufl  know  then,  being  unable  to  dif- 
4  courfe  upon  any  reafonable  topick,  and  fond 
4  of  the  mufick  of  their  own  tongues,  which  are 
4  never  fuffered  to  reft  one  moment,  they  tell 
4  lie  after  lie,  beginning  with  marvellous  pro- 
4  babilities,  encreafing  from  thefe  to  impro- 
4  babilities,  and  from  improbabilities  to  impof- 
£  fibilities.  I  remember  one  of  thefe  wits  told 
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1  iis  a  long  dory,  which  I  (hall  make  as  (hort  as 
c  I  can,  cc  that  he  had  feen  a  Robin  perch  upon 
c  an  hot  rump  of  beef,  fing  for  ten  minutes, 

*  and  then  leave  a  company  of  two  hundred 

*  in  adonifhment fufficient,  in  my  opinion,  to 

*  adoniffi  two  thoufand.  For  that  a  Robin, 
c  though  a  domedic  bird,  fhould  fit  for  fuch  a 
c  length  of  time  amidd  the  clatter  of  knives  and 
c  forks,  is  a  moil  wonderful  thing ;  and  it  is 
c  rather  improbable,  that  a  gentleman  at  this 
‘  fame  table,  uncovering  a  terrine,  in  which  he 

*  expelled  to  find  foup,  fhould  difcover  a  brace 
c  of  hares  running  about  in  a  quantity  of  parfly. 
c  To  thefe  I  fhall  add  one  more  flory,  that  you 
c  may  obferve  the  climax. — “  One  day,  faid 

*  this  witty  facetious  gentleman,  as  I  was  taking 

*  my  ufual  walk,  gazing  at  the  ferenity  of  tho 
<  fky,  my  foot  flruck  againd  fomething,  which 
€  I  found  to  be  the  handle  of  a  whip,  (landing 

*  ere<d,  about  four  inches,  an  half  and  two  fix- 
c  teenths,  (you  mud  know  he  was  very  exa£t  in 
f  his  calculations)  above  the  ground.  I  (looped 
€  to  take* it  up,  which  I  expecting  to  do  with 
c  eafe,  was  much  furprized  at  the  refiftance  it 

*  made.  I  drained  every  nerve  for  fome  time 
1  to  no  effeft.  However,  dill  fixed  in  my  refo- 
r  lution,  after  having  taken  breath,  I  renewed 
f  the  attack  with  redoubled  vigor.  The  earth 

*  began 
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*  began  to  move,  and  a  whip  gradually  to  arife^ 
At  length  I  perceived  the  lafh,  and  flill  found 

f  nearly  the  fame  opposition  as  at  firft.  My  ex~ 

*  pe6lation  was  now  raifed  a  degree  and  half 

*  higher.  I  fancied  myfelf  already  in  poffefiion 

*  of  a  large  cheft  of  money,  which  fome  old 
4  mifer  had  hidden,  and  left  this  mark,  that  he 

*  might  know  where  to  find  it.  Such  were  my 

*  hopes,  when  a  man’s  hand  rifing  gently  from 

*  the  earth,  foon  proved  the  vanity  of  them.' 
4  The  hand  was  Succeeded  by  the  arm,-  and,  in 
4  Short,  inflead  of  the  hoped-for  cheft,  a  perfect 

*  man,  with  an  horfe  between  his  legs,  foon 
4  appeared.  I  was  for  fome  time  petrified  with 
4  aflonifhment ;  kill  at  length  the  blood  begin- 
4  ning  to  circulate,  I  returned  to  myfelf,  and 
4  how  did  my  aflonifhment  increafe  when  I  re- 
4  cognized  my  uncle,  who  about  two  months 
4  before  left  his  own  houfe,  and  was,  I  fuppofe, 

4  Swallowed  up  in  this  bog,  which  the  drynefs  of 
4  the  feafon  had  now  rendered  firm  ground !” 

4  Such,  Tim,  are  the  ridiculous  -  Stories  with 
4  which  he  entertains  large  companies  every 
4  evening,  and  by  which  he  lias  acquired  the 
4  reputation  of  an  agreeable  man.  And  be- 
4  caufe  I  can  neither  tell  Such  lies  as  thefe,  nor 
4  talk  Scandal  like  an  Old  Maid,  I  lead  a  foii- 
4  tary  life,  proud  of  my  own  peculiarity  of  be- 

4  haviour, 


\ 


The  Trifled  it§ 

*  haviour,  and  wondering  at  the  abfurdity  of 
t  mankind,  who  can  be  pleafed  by  hearing,  or 
c  propagating  fuch  falfhoods.  But  that  I  have 
f  already  tranfgreifed  the  bounds  of  a  letter,  I 
c  fhould  enlarge  upon  the  difadvantages  arifing 
c  from  thefe  white  lies ;  declaiming  againft  them, 
c  as  inconfiftent  with  the  manners  of  a  gentle- 

*  man ;  as  a  mark  either  of  the  greateft  igno- 
c  ranee,  or  fuperficial  knowledge,  which  glories 
c  in  impofing  on  the  credulity  of  a  weak  under- 
c  Handing — and  as  the  utter  abhorrence  of 

f  Your  humble  fervant, 
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Petrarch  is  received ,  and  J, hall  be  attended  to. 

H.  R.’s  Favor  wants  the  Recommendation  of  Novelty 
the  Life  of  a  Gamejier  every  one  is  acquainted  with. 
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Number  X. 
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SATURDAY,  Auguft  2 ,  17880 

»  .  Non  Hcrcule  minor , 

Alebat ,  Jl  qut  comedunt  bona ;  cum. Jit  obefo 

Nil  melius  turdoy  vulva  nil  pulchrius  ampld.  Horace* 

By  Jove  I  wonder  not  that  folks  fhould  eat, 

At  one  delicious  meal  a  whole  eftate; 

For  a  fat  thrulh  is  mod  delightful  food, 

And  a  fwine’s  paunch  fuperlatively  good.  Frances® 

*  ^ 

O  S  T  of  my  predeceffors  have  ftrenuoufly 
endeavoured  to  convince  the  difciples  of  Epicu¬ 
rus  of  the  dangerous  confequences  arifing  from 
modern  feafts,  and  the  advantages  of  a  temperate 
life  5  averting  that  great  eaters  facrifice  their 
fenfe  and  underftanding  to  the  gratification  of 
their  appetites. 

That  this  morality  originated  from  ingenuous 
and  humane  principles,  no  unprejudiced  reader 
can  ferioufiy  deny :  but  as  the  belt  remedies  may 

X*  fee 
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;.be  made  the  inftruments  of  deftruCtion,  when 
{kill  and  integrity  do  not  direct  their  application, 
fo  thefe  doCtrines  have,  in  my  opinion,  been  too 
prolixly  explained;  and  the  remedy  therefore 
has  proved  ineffective.  Abuje ,  or  to  ufe  the 
words  of  a  celebrated  Dramatifl,  the  puff  collufive * 
has  fometimes  been  more  powerful  in  recom¬ 
mending  a  work  to  public  notice  than  the  puff 
chliquey  or  the  puff  direct.  A  panegyrick  on 
this  foible  may  in  like  manner  fooner  effed  its 
reformation,  than  the  moft  poignant  acrimony, 
or  ferious  leffons  of  advice.  I  cannot  arrogate 
to  myfelf  a  precedence  of  bellowing  an  enco¬ 
mium  upon  a  failing  the  fenfible  part  of  man¬ 
kind  cenfure ;  for  the  celebrated  Chrichton,  as 
Johnfon  informs  us,  fpoke  an  oration  at  Padua 
in  direft  commendation  of  Ignorance,  and  the 
character  of  a  Gamefier  has  been  defended  by  the 
author  of  the  Adventurer. 

The  prolongation  of  the  term  of  life  is  the 
principal  argument  in  favor  of  temperance;  and 
Mr.  Addifon,  by  the  affiflance  of  a  medical 

friend,  has  with  great  arrogance  affumed  the  de- 

, ...  *  . 

gree  of  a  Phyficiari,  and  laid  down  a  philofophi- 
cal  prefeription  accommodated  to  all  readers. 
Its  efficacy  appears  fo  fuitable  to  an  Englifh- 
manY  conllitution,  that  had  his  rules  been 
adopted,  every  phyfician  and  apothecary  muff 
become  'patients  of  their  refpeClive  parifhes;  I 
therefore  remonftrate  in  the  name  of  all  the  fol¬ 
lowers  s 
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lowers  of  Galen  and  Paracelfus,  againft  the 
contents  of  thefe  papers,  as  detrimental  to  the 
intereft  of  gentlemen,  who  have  paid  fo  much 
application  in  attaining  a  profeiTional  knowledge 
of  releafing  a  patient  from  his  addition,  by 
fending  him  with  as  little  trouble  as  pofiibie  to 
another  world. 

Though  the  following  obfervation  of  this  felf- 
created  Phyfician  may  not  entirely  be  founded 
upon  falfe  {peculation;  the  refult  of  his  advice 
mult  have  been  very  injurious  to  thefe  refpedta- 
ble  men.  “  When  I  behold,  he  fays,  a  fafhion- 
able  table  fet  out  in  all  its  magnificence,  I  fancy 
that  I  fee  gouts  and  dropfies ,  fevers  and  lethargies ? 
with  other  innumerable  diltempers  lying  in  am- 
bufh  among  the  difhes.”  If  this  fuppofition  is 
true,  the  fenfations  of  the  Apothecary  mult  have 
been  elevated  to  as  refined  an  height  of  ecltacy, 
as  the  molt  fenfual  member’s  of  the  Epicurean 
feft  at  the  fight  of  green  peafe  in  the  month  of 
March,  or  a  defert  of  choice  fruit  in  the  middle 
of  winter;  and  though  the  confequences  of  this 
feafi:  might  be  injurious  to  the  individuals,  yet 
it  would  have  ultimately  proved  advantageous  to 
fociety  in  general.  A  few  of  thefe  benefits  I  will 
endeavour  to  point  out;  but  firft  I  mull  lay  down 
an  axiom,  every  one  of  my  readers  mud  allow  to 
be  incontrovertible.  The  quicker  and  more  ex- 
tenfive  the  circulation  of  money,  the  greater  the 
credit  of  the  nation;  therefore  the  agent  who 

L  2  pro^ 
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promotes  this  circulation,  not  only  ferves  his 
own  intereft,  but  is  of  great  utility  to  the  whole 
kingdom.  If  we  fuppofe  that  this  company 
confifted  of  twelve  perlbns,  five  of  whom  fell 
martyrs  to  their  gluttony,  what  a  fum  rauft  have 
arifen  from  this  one  feaft,  which  this  ignorant 
Phyfician  fo  virulently  cenfures  ?  for,  upon  a 
moderate  calculation,  the  Phyfician’s  fees  and 
Apothecary’s  bills  would  have  amounted  to  up¬ 
wards  of  an  hundred  pounds!  Thefe  advan¬ 
tages,  therefore,  are  too  felf-evident  to  require 
any  comment;  they  are  not  confined  to  their 
medical  friends,  but  extend  to  the  Clergy,  and 
their  dependants,  fuch  as  Undertakers,  Sextons, 
Gravediggers,  &c.— even  the  Parfon’s  Lady  de¬ 
rives  fome  benefits ;  as  the  ufual  compliment  of 
an  hatband  and  fcarf  forms  no  inconfiderable 
addition  to  the  frame  of  a  new  filk  gown.  I 
therefore  affert,  if  thefe  preferiptive  rules  for  the 
prefervation  of  health  were  obferved,  it  would 
be  the  means  of  depriving  one  of  the  three  learned 
profeffions  of  their  pradlice,  and  confequently  of 
their  fubnftence. 

As  the  benefits  refulting  from  excels  of  eating 
and  drinking,  (for  they  are  in  general  infeparable 
-companions]  are  fo  great,  I  think  it  is  the  inte- 
rell  of  the  College  of  Fhyiiaans>  and  Apotheca- 
caries  Company,  annually  to  entertain  the  City 
of  London ;  or  to  prefent  a  memorial  to  his 
Majefty,'  requeuing  his  patronage  and  fupport 

by 
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fcy  recommending  To  laudable  a  fcheme,  and 
Getting  an  example  to  his  fubje&s,  from  which 
fuch  lucrative  benefits  may  arife  to  fociety;  not 
forgetting  to  bellow  an  high  panegyrick  on  the 
Roman  Emperor  Eleliogabulus ;  and  declaim 
againft  the  venality  of  hiitorians,  who  have  fo 
palpably  mifreprefented  that  monarch’s  charac¬ 
ter  ;  extol  his  liberality  in  the  moll  generous 
terms;  that  his  ordinary  fuppers  coil:  fix  thouland 
irrowms,  and,  on  particular  occafions,  fixtyl 
This  is  the  morality  they  are  to  hold  forth ; 
and  if  by  Jeer  jot  influence  they  are  able  to  obtain  a 
Royal  proclamation  to  enforce  the  execution  of 
the  plan,  by  laying  a  very  heavy  duty  on  beef, 
mutton,  &c.  every  Quack  and  Mountebank  in 
the  kingdom  will  no  longer  dread  the  power  o4 
the  law,  or  the  threats  of  an  inflexible  magiftrate ; 
but  roll  independent  in  his  own  carriage,  affix; 
M.  D.  to  his  name,  and  acquire  an  affluent  for¬ 
tune  from  the  miferies  and  afflictions  of  his  fel¬ 
low-creatures. 

Since  our  commercial  connections  on  the  Con¬ 
tinent,  feveral  excellent  ragouts  and  foups  have 
been  introduced  into  this  kingdom,  whofe  con- 
fequences  are  very  lucrative  to  the  knights  of  the 
peftle  and  mortar ;  and  as  a  proof  of  the  refine¬ 
ment  of  the  prefent  times,  grofs  meat  is  in  ge¬ 
neral  banilhed  from  the  tables  of  the  great;  or 
fimply  introduced  as  a  nugatory  compliment  to 
the  barbarous  cuftoms  of  their  forefathers;  for  a 

fenfible 
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fenfible  devotee  to  luxury  will  prefer  a  difh  of 
ortolans  to  a  round  of  beef,  or  the  exuberant 
produce  of  the  Indies  to  a  fterling  rib.  As  the 
excellencies  of  luxury  have  never  been  fully  ex¬ 
emplified  by  any  writer,  I  fhall  point  out  a  few 
remarks  upon  that  fubjedts  and  endeavour  to 
convince  my  readers  of  the  necefiity  of  introdu¬ 
cing  it  into  every  kingdom,  fince  the  Genius  of 
the  people,  and  the  fupport  of  the  Arts  and  Sci¬ 
ences,  entirely  depend  upon  its  progrefs :  hif- 
tory  affords  us  indifputable  proofs,  that  luxurious 
manners  prevail  over  a  temperate  fyftem. 

In  thofe  countries,  where  temperance  is  the 
chief  charadteriftick  of  the  people,  their  manners 
are  tinged  with  a  morofenefs,  that  diiparages  the 
eflimation  of  virtuous  adlions,  and  protradts  thofe 
improvements  civilization  always  diffufes  during 
its  progreffive  advancement. 

Luxury  is  connected  with  literature,  whofe 
advancement  is  procraftinated  in  a  barbarous  and 
temperate  age ;  the  prophecies  and  antient 
poems  of  our  Britifh  bards,  who  chiefly  fubfifled 
on  acorns  and  water,  cannot  be  compared  with 
the  productions  of  the  licentious  age  of  Charles 
the  Second,  or  the  fenfual  reign  of  Lewis  the 
Fourteenth, 

In  the  firft  ages  of  the  Roman  republic,  not 
only  the  men  but  the  ladies  were  remarkably  ab- 
ftemious;  and  the  injunction  of  this  abfurdity 

was  fo  rigid,  that  it  became  a  law  of  Roman  po- 

litenefs 
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Mtenefs  to  falute  one  another,  that  it  might  be 
obferved,  whether  the  prohibition  of  luxury  wa& 
attended  to ;  but  the  works  of  a  Virgil,  an  Ho¬ 
race,  and  a  Cicero,  were  not  written  in  an  unen¬ 
lightened  and  temperate  age.  Rome  was  at 
that  time  arrived  at  a  proper  meridian  of  gran¬ 
deur,  which  her  fubjedte'  lhould  not  have  tranf- 
grefled.  That  antient -Greece  atchieved  not  the 
mod  memorable  of  adtions  when  fhe  was  luxu¬ 
rious,  no  man  converfant  in  that  hidory  can  pre¬ 
tend  ;  for  when  the  plains  of  Marathon  were  im¬ 
brued  with  Perfian  blood,  their  Generals  were 
abandoned  to  the  groffed  fenfuality;  and  the 
literarv  men  of  thofe  times  were  fo  devoted  to 
the  juice  of  the  grape,  that  they  even  gloried  in 
the  pradtice,  and  publickly  commended  it  in 
their  writings.  Moralids  entertain  a  ridiculous 
idea,  that  luxury  is  the  certain  token  of  a  de¬ 
clining  date;  but  the  annals  of  every  country 
mud  convince  them  of  the  fallacy  of  this  argu¬ 
ment,  as  luxury  is  the  charadtoridick  of  an  in- 
creafmg  and  powerful  people;  but  if  a  particular 
line  is  not.  obferved,  and  the  refinement  of  man¬ 
ners  degenerates  into  a  fenfual  effeminacy,  then 
the  refources  of  the  nation  decreafe.  As  the 
augmentation  of  animal  fpirits  enliven  and  fuc- 
cour  the  body,  in  like  manner  luxury  fupports 
the  power  of  a  nation,  and  infpires  the  individual 
with  courage;  temperance  creates  a  folidity  of 
temper,  which  fuppreffes  that  heat  of  imagination! 

''Joe 
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Jo  requifitc  to  fuftain  the  laborious  duties  of  an* 
active  life.  It  is  the  opinion  of  a  modern  hifto- 
rian  *,  “  that  in  the  prefent  imperfect  condition 
of  fociety,  luxury,  though  it  may  proceed  from 
vice  or  folly,  feems  to  be  the  only  means  that 
can  correct  the  unequal  diftribution  of  property/* 

A  retrolped  of  the  progrefs  of  fociety,  and 
the  advancement  that  civilization  has  made,  mud: 
excite  pleafing  fenfations  to  every  judicious  read¬ 
er,  where  convidive  examples  will  prove  the  ef¬ 
ficacy  of  luxury  over  the  pafiions :  many  predo¬ 
minant  cuftoms  cannot  be  reftrided,  though  ef- 
fential  remedies  have  been  inftituted  by  the  le- 
giflative  power;  but  the  pregrefs  of  luxury  is 
unbounded,  and  if  human  fortitude  could  re- 
ftrain  it  at  a  particular  height,,  the  declama¬ 
tions  of  moral  philofophers  would  foon  be  re¬ 
futed,  and  their  opinions  controverted.  This 
vice ,  as  it  is  now  termed,  would  be  the  mod 
important  and  necedary  attribute  that  man  could 
poffefs.  Luxury  however  has  its  disadvantages ; 

.a  fpoonful  of  turtle  foup  has  la  efTe&ually  exco- 

« 

riated  an  Alderman’s  mouth,  that  the  publick, 
no  longer  improved  from  thofe  oratorical  abili¬ 
ties  which  bore  fo  dole  a  refemblance  to  the  de¬ 
clamatory  ilile  of  a  Demolthenes,  that  the  copy 
was  little  inferior  to  the  original;  and  it  has 
fometimes  proved  fo  detrimental,  that  the  Com¬ 
mon  Council  have  been  deprived  of  a  worthy 

Gibbon  s  Decline  and  Fall  cf  the  Reman  Empire ,  Vol.  I. 

member* 
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member,  and  many  a  parifn  has  lofb  a  beneficent 
Vicar  by  the  bad  effeCts  of  an  annual  meeting. 

The  confequences  of  luxury,”  fays  Voltaire*, 
tc  are  undoubtedly  dangerous  to  a  final!  date, 
that  does  not  enjoy  the  advantages  of  commerce, 
and  whofe  foie  dependance  reds  upon  its  ceco- 
nomy ;  but  in  a  powerful  and  populous  country, 
induftry  and  commerce  are  increafed  by  luxury, 
and  that  {late  whofe  inhabitants  were  formerly 
devoted  to  military  employments,  the  arts  and 
fciences  are  cultivated,  and  improvements  are 
rapidly  advancing  by  intercourfe  with  foreign 
powers,  and  a  participation  of  their  produ&s 
and  riches.”  The  mod  remote  countries  were 
ranfacked  to  afford  delicacies  to  the  Romans; 
and  even  Mr.  Addifon,  the  great  advocate  for 
temperance,  allows,  that  we  reap  great  advan¬ 
tages  by  the  importation  of  foreign  goods,  tho" 
he  difapproves  of  French  fafhions  :  and  I  per¬ 
fectly  coincide  with  the  fentiments  of  Voltaire, 
that  cc  Luxury  not  only  encourages  commerce, 
but  increafes  the  property  of  every  manufactu¬ 
rer.” 

As  I  have  taken  the  liberty  of  confirming  my 
opinion  by  the  fentiments  of  a  celebrated  French 
writer,  I  fhall  make  no  apology  for  concluding 
this  paper  with  the  following  dory  extracted  from 


*  Lettres  cV un  Francois  LX.  Le  Luxe  incontejlable- 
ment  eft  danger eux  pour  un  petit, -Etat^  tffc. 
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that  Gentleman's  Letters.  Cf  An  Englifhman, 
with  whom  I  had  contracted  an  intimacy  in 
France,  (for  the  letter  is  written  from  London) 
waited  upon  me  one  morning,  and  enlarging  upon 
the  misfortunes  of  his  country,  took  his  leave; 
but  as  he  retired,  by  accident  obferved  a  box, 
which  attracted  his  notice:  and  as  he  feemed 
defirous  of  knowing  the  contents,  I  told  him 
they  were  French  fweetmeats.  He  inftantly 
flew  into  a  violent  paflion,  and  declaimed  againfl: 
the  degeneracy  of  the  times,  and  the  difgrace 
of  my  Lord  *  *  *  introducing  French  fweetmeats 
upon  his  table,  when  his  father,  who  was  as  great 
a  man,  could  eat  fait  beef  and  cabbage.” 
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Conformable  to  an  efiablijhed  Cuficm  of  Periodical 
ff  PikTs,  I fhall  dedicate  this  Number  to  the  Fa¬ 
vors  cf  my  Carr  f pendents. 

The  Traits  of  Genius  are  viftble  in  the  Elegy  e/'Thj^rfis 
and  Delia  ;  but  l  find  it  incompatible  for  feveral  Rcafons 
with  my  Plan  to  infirt  it.  ' As  I  deem  my f elf  under  great 
Obligations  to  my  Cor  refpott  dents,  I Jhall  take  the  Liberty  of 
fating  my  Qbjediims,  that  i  may  not  incur  the  D'jpleafure 
of  the  Author. 

The  Prolixity  cf  JJx-and-thirty  Stanzas  in  a  Pafioral 
Tale,  proves  an  un fur  mountable.  Exception .  The  Love 
Exprejfhns  are  too  cold  for  the  fuppofed  Dictates  of  languifh- 
ing  Fidelity ;  and  Delta  receives  the  dying  Sentiments  of 
Thyrfis  with  all  the  tacit  Indifference  of  Stoical  Contempt. 
A  fnqfient  Succcffwn  of  Monofyllables  in  repeated  Ferfes * 
defrays  the  Harmony  of  the  Poetry ,  while  the  Tumults  of 
Thyrfis  want  that  Tendernejs  of  Expreffwn ,  which  alone 
command  the  Pity  of  the  Reader. 

I  am  firry  I  cannot  comply  with  the  requef  of  Veritas. 

%  ff  A  trampofition  of  a  whole  Page  having  occurred 
in  No.  i  a.  my  Readers  are  hereby  inf  craned,  that  by  ap - 
plying  to  the  Publifiers  with  their  Number ,  they  may  re* 
reive  a  r edified  leaf. 

Anthony  is  received. 
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SATURDAY,  Auguft  9/  1788. 

-  -  '  -  Nugis  adder e  pondus*  Hqr0 

- - r*  add  weight  to  trifles. 

To  Timothy  Touchstone,  Efq, 

u  ConJUium  ratio ,  fententia  niji  effent  in  Senibus ,  non 
fummum  Confdiurn  Afajore $  vejiri  appellpijpnt  Senatum 

Cic,  de  Sen, 

If  old  rnen  had  not  poflefled  wifdom,  reafon,  and 
determination,  our  anceftors  would  not  have  entitled  the 
chief  council  a  Senate, 


S  IR, 

It  is  now  better  than  two  months  fince  I  ex¬ 
changed  the  peaceful , exigence  of  a  rural  life  for 
the  noify  dissipations  of  a  town  one.  You  will 
be  the  more  aftonifhed  at  this  doftrine*  when  you 


learn,  that  I  am  nearly  hobbling  into  the  vale  of 
life;  but  however  the  event  may  terminate  it 
will  rather  re  fie  ft  on  the  weak  indulgence  of  pa¬ 
rental  fondnefs,  than  the  abfurd  defire  of  becom¬ 
ing  an  aftor  in  its  gaieties.  I  have  an  only 

child* 


H 


i 
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diild,  a  daughter  too,  and  am  pofTefied  of  the 
common  feelings  of  a  father;  fufflcient  advo*- 
cates  for  any  folly  I  may  at  her  mitigation  here¬ 
after  prove  guilty  of 

This  is  die  frit  vifit.l  ever  made  to  London* 
and  as  it  is  reafonable  to  itudy  the  motley  cha¬ 
racter  of  man,  I  have  not  been  dilatory  in 
making  my  observations  thereon.*  The  molt 
linking  and  general  failing  at  the  moment  of 
arrival,  was  an  infatiable  rage  for  politics;  nay* 
I  fcarce  found  an  exception  from  among  the 
female  circle  of  my  acquaintance ;  for,  in  truth* 
every  lady  had  her  farorite  member*  from 
whom  She  itudied  to  acquire  (no  very  neceflary 
acquisition  for  a  woman )  the  oratorical  method 
of  oppoflng  reafon  with  humorous  wit,  and  fub- 
fituting  nonfenfe  for  rational  arguments 

Paint  to  yourfelf,  fir*  my  enviable  fltuation 
a  man  like  me,  ignorant  of  the  boyiih  trifles  of 
the  Senate,  feated  with  three  maiden  filers,  who 
(without  reflecting  on  the  old’  maid's  natural 
tendency  to  filence )  make  it  a  morning  exercife, 
vociferoufly  to  reprefent  the  three  Great  Patriots 
of  the  day.'  In  vain  I  in  treat  them  to  argue 
intelligibly;,  for,  likening  me  unto  a  Country 
Member,  they  command  my  fllence  and  atten¬ 
tion:  and  of  late,  indeed,  I  have  critically  aCled 
up  to  the  character  they  fuppofe  me,  for  now  I 

tacitv 
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tacitly  attend  to  their  logical  debates,  and  nod 
my  approbation  of  them. 

After  having  pafTed  a  few  days  in  town,  I  per-? 
ceived,  that  years  commanded  no  dirdnftion  14 
focietyj  for  even  boys,  or,  humbly  begging 
their  pardon,  young  men  of  fifteen,  would  calmly 
interrupt  me  in  the  middle  of  a  ftory,  to  make 
any  political  remarks  their  manly  experience  fhould 
fuggeft  to  them.  In  Ihorf,  Sir,  I  found  that  my 
ignorance  of  even  the  Perfions  of  our  leading  Se¬ 
nators,  produced  a  fpecies  of  inattention  from 
jny  friends,  which  only  a  knowledge  of  them 
could  poffibly  remedy.  Therefore,  Mr.  Touch- 
ftone,  there  was  but  one  refolution  to  be  enfor-? 
ced,  which  was,  to  attend  conftantly  at  the  fit¬ 
tings  of  the  houfe,  and  glean  from  my  compa¬ 
nions,  with  a  little  inquifitiVe  curiofity,  a  frothy 
knowledge  of  thefe  men  of  confequence,  thefe 
continued  topics  of  converfation.  I  was  foon 
flattered  with  an  opportunity  for  this  intended, 
and  necefifary  improvement,  having  obtained  a 
line  of  admiffion  to  the  doorkeeper.  But  how 
great  was  my  aftonifhment,  when,  on  entering 
the  lobby,  being  allured  kwas  the  private  en¬ 
trance,  I  found  myfelf  in  a  crowd,  not  unlike 
the  one  I  joined  the  evening  before  at  Sadler  k 
Wells. 

M  z 
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But  here,  Mr.  T ouchflone,  let  me  drop  the 
blufhing  pen,  and  caft  a  veil  over  the  opening 
fcene,  left  mv  memory  fhould  trefpafs  on  the 
laudable  arrangement  of  this  publication..  Hav¬ 
ing  refolved  to  avoid  all  perfonal  renedtidris,  1 
cannot  be  the  firft,  being  your  fincere  well- 
-wifher,  to  oppofe  fo  juftifiable  a  refolution. 
But  never  were  the  fanguine  wifhes  of  a  rational 
mind  fo  unexpectedly  deftroved*  Permit  me  to 
afkyou,  Sir,  this  fimple  queftion:  Is  the  Senate 
of  any  nation  a  fuppofed  convocation  of  Hu- 
morifts  and  Wits,  or  the  intended  affembly  of 

able  heads,  unitedly  to  fupport  the  connitutiorial 

~  •.  •  >• 

benefit  of  the  Hate?  For,  fmcerely,  I  never 
fpent  afew  hours  in  fo  continued  a  fcene  of  laugh¬ 
ter,  and  never  found  fo  vaft  a  fcope  for  the 
fpeculative  reflexion  of  the  True  Patriot. 

On  my  return  home,  in  vain  I  reprefented  to 
my  lifters  my  difappointment :  every  fpark  of 
wit  they  imputed  to  the  effedt  of  enlightened 
imagination,  and  every  bon  mot  was  a  beauty  of 
logick.  To  conclude,  Mr.  Touchftone,  I  have 
delivered  in  a  plan  to  my  filter  zealots,  by  which 
their  debates  may  afiume  a  Senatorial  confe- 
quence.  Being  themfelves  pofleffed  of  three 
able  tongues,  with  a  wind  fufHcieht  to  weary  the 
lungs  of  Reafon,  had  Hie  an  hundred  advocates ; 
and  in  conformity  to  a  hint  given  in  your  Third 

Numbe 
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Number,  I  have  propofed  the  poflihility  of  pur- 
chafing  a  number  of  Mandarines,  which  I  have 
no  doubt  would  nod  approbation  with  as  much 
judgment  as  any  collected  fet  of  mutes  In  the 
kingdom. 

In  this  mind,  I  refolved  to  publifh  my  opi¬ 
nion  to  the  world,  being  carelefs  of  Its  frowns, 
and  Independent  of  its  fmiles :  and  where  lb 
likely  fhould  it  meet  with  a  general  perufal  as 
in  the  Trifler?  Therefore,  Sir,  fhould  it  meet 
with  your  approbation,  your  acceptance  of  it 
would  reflect;  the  greateit  honor  on  one,  who, 
agreeable  to  the  title  impofed  on  him  by  Ms 
country  friends,  fubferibes  him  (elf 

A  Country  Oriz. 


To  T i m othy  Touchsto n e. 

Sir, 

THE  dangerous  confequences  that  irrepa¬ 
rably  attend  too  refined  an  education,  by  which 
falfe  notions  of  pride  and  grandeur  are  imbibed 
into  the  mind  are  fo  general,  that  I  take  the  li¬ 
berty  of  (ending  you  the  following  Kory,  that 
its  contents  may  promote  tire  eradication  of  that 
foible. 
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My  father  had  two  children,  a  daughter  and 
myfelf.  Anxious  for  our  improvement,  he  in- 
judicioufly  conceived,  that  the  firfb  duty  incum¬ 
bent  upon  every  parent  was  that  of  bellowing  a 
genteel  education  on  his  children,  Accordingly 
he  fent  us  to  the  rnofl  refpeftable  fchools  he 
Could  felefl,  where  we  received  inflru&ions  that 
would  have  enabled  us  to  have  appeared  in  the 
higheft  fphere  of  life.  My  father,  who  was  a 
woollen-draper,  upon  my  leaving  fchool,  dif- 
clofed  to  me  his  intention  of  binding  me  ap-* 
prentice  to  himfelf,  and  intending  me  as  his 
fuccefibr;  but  my  vanity  revolted  at  the  idea. 
I  was  iliocked  beyond  conception,  and  left  my 
father’s  prefence  with  evident  figns  of  anger  and 
difapprobation,  He  now  difcovered  his  folly, 
and  repented  that  he  had  bellowed  on  me  an 
education  from  which  I  had  imbibed  piinciples 
fo  repugnant  to  a  fituation  I  conceived  deroga¬ 
tory  of  my  charafler.  But  repentance,  he 
found,  was  fruitlefs ;  and  all  his  menaces  and 
felicitations  proving  ineffectual,  he  fent  me  to 
the  E all-Indies,  through  the  interell  and  recom¬ 
mendations  of  fome  of  his  f  iends,  in  the  capa¬ 
city  of  a  writer.  Poverty  feemed  preferable  to 
the  fituation  of  a  mechanic.  I  joyfully  accepted 
of  the  place,  and  at  length,  by  fuccefTion,  be¬ 
came  a  fenior  merchant,  in  which  llation  riches 
poured  in  upon  me  unsolicited* 


Having 
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Having  obtained  an  affluent  fortune,  I  re¬ 
turned  to  my  own  country,  after  an  abfence  of 
twenty- five  years.  The  fi'ril  enquiry,  you  mult 
naturally  imagine,  I  made  on  my  return,  was 
nfter  my  father  and  filler;  (my  mother,  I  fiiould 
have  told  you,  died  when  we  were  infants)  the 
former  I  heard  had  feme  time  fince  fallen  a  vic¬ 
tim  to  affliction:  and  how  great  vras  my  alto- 
nilhment  when  I  heard  that  my  filler  had  been 
the  fatal  caufe  of  it,  by  a  miferable  proftitution 
of  her  perfon!  In  vain  I  made  ufe  of  every 
channel  of  information  for  the  recovery  of  my 
poor  wrretched  Maria.  Every  attempt  to  gain 
any  knowledge  of  her  was  vain,  and  her  fate 
might  perhaps  have  remained  unknown  to  me 
till  this  day,  had  not  chance  directed  me  to 
her. 

As  I  returned  home  from  the  conviviality  of 
fome  friends  one  night,  a  little  intoxicated,  with 
others  in  the  fame  fituation  as  myfelf;  having 
ill-treated  a  man,  who  had  expollulated  with  us 
for  dillurbing  the  neighbourhood  at  fo  late  an 
hour,  we  were  condu&ed  to  the  watch-houfe, 
where  I  Ihortly  heard  the  groan  of  a  female  in 
an  aajoin  ng  room.  My  mind  was  ftill  fufeep- 
tible  of  pity,  and  though  almofl  overcome  by 
the  power  of  wine,  my  fenfations  were  equally 
tender. 
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A  prefcience  of  mind,  or  fome  mftin&ive 
power,  induced  me  to  inquire  into  the  fituation  of 
the  miferable  object.  It  proceeds,  faid  the  watch¬ 
man,  from  a  wretched  proftitute,  whofe  diftreftes 
have  moved  me  to  a  (lift  her.  My  wife  (added  he) 

is  now  with  her,  ufing  her  utmoft  endeavours  to 
prolong  her  exiftence,  but  I  fear  every  attempt 

will  prove  ufelefs.  I  earneftly  entreated  him  to 
lead  me  to  the  unfortunate  woman  before  fhe 
breathed  her  laft.  He  contented.  But  what 
was  my  aftonifhm'ent  and  fenfations,  when 
I  recognized  in  this  almoft  expiring  object  of 
pity  and  mifery,  my  poor,  long-loft  Maria ! 
Overcome  by  the  d  ftrefting  fight,  I  fell  breath- 
lefs  in  the  keeper's  arms.  It  was  too  much  for 
human  fenfihility  to  fupport.  When  I  reco¬ 
vered,  the  unfortunate  wretch  was  clinging: 

O  O 

round  my  neck  in  all  the  agonies  of  grief  and 
defpair,  exclaiming  in  the  rnoft  piteous  accents, 
“  O  look  upon  me,  look  upon  me,  Edward,  and 
blefs  me  with  your  forgi vends  before  I  die !  Oh, 
my  brother,  my  Edward,  forgive  and  biefs  your 
poor  Maria!”  She  laid  no  more;  and  I  had 
Scarce  time  to  fay  “  I  forgive  thee,”  when  flie 
expired  in  my  arms. 

When  I  had  recovered  a  little  from  the  hor¬ 
rors  which  enveloped  me,  I  laid  the  dead  corpfe 
on  the  bed,  and  fcafcely  could  my  friends  difen- 

tangle 
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tangle  me  from  the  body.  I  remained  fome  time 

in  a  {late  of  flupefaCtion,  and  was  lamenting  that 
fhe  had  not  been  able  to  recount  the  tale  of  her 
miferies,  that  I  might  be  revenged  on  her  fedu- 
cer;  when  the  keeper's  wife  interrupted  my  la¬ 
mentation  by  informing  me,  that  my  filter  had 
briefly  diiclofed  to  her  a  few  moments  before  my 
entrance  the  fource  of  all  her  wretchednefs.  It 
originated,  fhe  faid,  from  the  well-meaning  but 
falle  ideas  of  her  father.  An  education  that  he 
had  bellowed  on  her,  fuperior  to  her  humble  fitu- 
ation,  continually  haraffed  her  mind  with  falfe 
notions  of  vanity,  which  were  the  firlt  motives 
that  induced  her  to  afpire  to  the  affociation  of  a 
woman  eminently  her  fuperior,  and  with  whom 

die  had  formed  an  intimate  connection  at  fchool. 

♦  —  •  . 

A  heart  like  her’sj  envenomed  by  that  deftruc- 
tive  poifon,  Pride ,  and  fo  nicely  fufceptible  of 
the  tender  paffion,  could  not  long  withftand  the 
deducing  arts  that  were  fo  afliduoufly  ipread 
to  enfnare  her  virtue.  <c  To  conclude,  good 
woman,  (added  die)  I  fell  a  victim  to  my  own 
vanity,  the  foundation  of  which  was  innocently 
laid  by  my  poor  father/’ 

Thus  in  a  watch-houfe  ended  the  miferable 
exigence  of  a  woman,  whole  heart  being  funda¬ 
mentally  good  and  virtuous,  might  have  formed 
an  ufeful  and  refpeclable  member  of  fociety,  a 

te  ider 
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tender  wife  and  an  aftedlibnate  mother,  had  not 
tier  brain  been  intoxicated  by  .the  effects  of  a 
falfe  education. 

If  this  relation  fhould  produce  the  defired  ef¬ 
fects  on  your  readers,  my  trouble  will  be  amply 
cornpenfated  3  and  I  am  your’s,  L.  A* 


To  Timothy  Touchstone, 

Sir, 

THERE  are  few  things  more  agreeable  to 
the  human  mind  than  the  detedtion  of  impofture. 
We  are  pleafed  to  fee  thofe  diffobed  of  their 
borrowed  ornaments,  who  have  attempted  to 
exalt  themfelves  in  the  eye  of  the  world  under 
the  deceitful  appearances  of  wifdom  and  fane- 
tity :  fuch  are  they  who  generally  go  by  the 
name  of  Freethinkers.  The  following  (lory  you 
may  depend  upon  as  authentic.  I  was  the  other 
day  on  a  vifit  to  a  friend,  at  whole  houfe  were 
affembled  a  large  company  of  ladies  and  gentle¬ 
men;  among  the  reft,  one  who  anfwered  the 
forementioned  defeription.  The  converfation  at 
Iaft  fell  upon  Religion,  after  Love,  Marriage, 
and  Politics  had  been  difeuffed.  The  Free¬ 
thinker,  whom  we  fhall  call  Mr.  Fearlefs,  had 
remained  a  long  time  filent,  which  one  of  the 

com- 
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company  obferving  faid,  Pray,  Mr.  Fearkfs, 
what  is  your  opinion  of  this  matter  ?  My  opi¬ 
nion  !  he  replied,  (for  he  had  waited  for  fuch  a 
queflion)  I  thought  you  had  known  it  already? 
but  fince  you  afford  me  an  opportunity  of  re¬ 
peating  it,  I  embrace  it  with  pleafure.  There 
was  a  time,  indeed,  when  Religion  was  thought 
an  objeft  to  people  of  condition,  and  the  cir- 
fiances  of  the  times,  perhaps,  in  fome  mea- 
fure  made  it  fo,  but  thanks  to  human  reafon, 
the  mill  is  difpelled,  and  hell  is  divefled  of 
its  terrors— -terrors  bred  by  ignorance  and  pro¬ 
pagated  by  deceit.  If  fuch  dreams  fhould  ilill 
be  able  to  impofe  on  intelligent  minds,  Shaftef- 
bury  and  Bolingbroke  have  lived,  and  written 
in  vain,  “  So  you  Mr.  Fearlefs,  believe  neither 
in  God,  nor  the  devil”  faid  a  gentleman;  I 

believe  in  the  Jirft  mujey  Sir,  but  as  to  the  god 
of  the  Jews,  a  being  who  changes  his  purpofes 

according  to  the  will  of  his  votaries,  and  is 

won  by  flattery ;  I  conflder  him  as  a  creature  of 

their  own  imagination,  and  as  the  image  of  their 

own  capricious  hearts.  But  as  to  the  devil,  Sir; 

the  devil— do  you  fuppole  me  a  child,  I  thought 

he  with  all  ghofts,  goblins,  &c.  had 

long  taken  his  departure  from  the  brain  of 

every  reafonable  perfon  :  but  fince  you  urge  me, 

1  will  tell  you  freely  my  opinion  of  this  faid  Mr. 

DeviL 
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Devil,  Who  (one  would  have  imagined)— buf 
an  idiot  could  have  given  belief  to  that  molt 
extraordinary  and  truly  wonderful  (lory  of  a  man 
poffefled  by  feyen  devils.  Y et  this  J  find  to  have 
been  the  cafe.  And  that  among  people  of  no 
incorifiderable  underfunding.  But  to  return  tQ 
your  black  gentleman— -.as  he  appears  to  have 
had  no  exigence  before,  l  look  upon  him  as  a 
phantom— created  by  the  authors  of  Chriflianity 
to  be  a  foil  to  their  hero— to  fet  off  his  virtues, 
and  make  his  prefence  neceffary— glorious 
fyflem !— -commenecdin  a  dream,  and  concluded 
on  a  gibbet. 

The  converfation  happening  to  turn  on  thun¬ 
der,  Mr,  Fearlefs  again  took  an  opportunity  of 
venting  his  impieties. 

There  was  a  time---faid  he--- wjien  this  hol¬ 
low  found  was  fuppofed  to  be  the  voice  of  the 
-Almighty  to  a  guilty  world.— When  the  Crea¬ 
tor  of  the  uniyerfe  was  imagined  to  hand  with 
his  feet  upon  two  mountains,  and  throw  his 
bolts  around  him  kite  a g  incenfed  tyrant ;  but 

Science  fas  removed  the  veil,  and  difcovered  it 
to  proceed  from  caufes  merely  natural,  yet  the 

ignorant  kill  bend  before  the  cioyd  with  horror, 

and  implore  the  mercy  of  this  angry  god,  in  all 

the  terms  of  abjeft  fupplication.— Precious 

thought,  4s  if  the  fpravding  of  a  worm  could 

influence 
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•influence  the  will  of  the  Eternal  one!  Yon 
have  a  contempt  then  for  prayer  too  ?  faid  a 
lady— -I  have,  Madam,  unlefs  when  made  to  a 
mortal  goddefs— making  her  a  low  bow.  He 
had  not  again  an  opportunity  of  indulging  his 
favorite  vein  till  after  fupper,  when  the  ladies 
being  retired,  he  difmanjded  the  human  foul  of 
every  virtue: — Ned  Frolic,  one  of  the  com- 
pany,  though  he  had  not  attempted  to  refute  hjs 
arguments,  had  been  particularly  attentive  to 
them,  and  now  calling  the  mailer  of  the  houie 
afide,  obferved  the  infults  that  had  been  of¬ 
fered  to  decency  and  good  breeding,  to  all 
that’s  facred,  and  all  that’s  praife- worthy— With 
your  permiffion,  I  will  undertake  to  humble  this 
proud  declaimant :  Y ou  have  my  confent,  pro¬ 
vided  you  abllain  from  violence,  and  take  care 
that  I  am  not  feen  in  the  matter.— -You  will  then, 
Sir,  be  fo  good  as  to  tell  the  company,  that  being 
indifpofed,  I  am  gone  to  bed;  if  poffible,  detain 
them  half  an  hour  after  Mr.  Fearlefs  retires,  and 
be  attentive  to  the  fine  found  of  the  bell.— The 

gentlemen  rejoined  the  company,  and  after  fee¬ 
ing  Mr.  Fearlefs  to  his  chamber,  detained  them 

the  neceffary  time  by  the  means  of  another  bot¬ 
tle,  Ned  Frolick,  in  the  interval,  proceeding 
on  the  maxim  that,  the  greatefl  boaflers  aye 
generally  the  greatefl  cowards,  had  dreffed  hire- 

felf  in  a  habit  the  moil  exprefiive  of  terror  he 

CuuJd 
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could  conceive,  and  w£s  now  fecreted  in  a  clofet* 
in  the  room  belonging  to  Mr.  Fearlefs;  to  this 
thought  he  had  been  more  particularly  led  by  a 
report  that  the  houfe  was  haunted.  Mr*  Fearlefs 
too  heard  the  report,  and  no  fooner  was  alone* 
then  he  fhook  in  every  limb*  Ned  beheld  his 
behaviour  in  triumph,  aud  as  foon  as  he.  faw 
him  in  bed,  and  the  light  extinguifhed,  he  filled 
the  room  with  an  hollow  groan. — The  cham¬ 
pion  of  infidelity  looked  wildly  around  him — 
his  hair  flood  an  end,  and  the  fweat  diflilled 
from  every  pore. — But  what  was  his  amaze- 
ment,  when  by  the  light  of  the  moon  he  per^ 
ceived  a  horrid  form,  made  flill  more  horrible 
by  fear,  and  heard,  or  feemed  to  hear  alarming* 
though  inarticulate  founds.  His  terror  gave 
them  a  meaning  more  awful.  He  made  an  ef¬ 
fort  at  the  door,  but  the  phantom  interpofed^ 
Then  in  defpair,  he  threw  himfelf  out  of  the 
other  fide  of  the  bed,  when  encountering  the 
fame  objeCt,  he  fell  on  his  knees,  and  attempted 
to  fupplicate  the  protection  of  that  Being  whom 
he  had  wantonly  dared  to  infult,  and  whofe  in- 
terpofition  in  worldly  affairs  he  had  pretended  to 

defpife.— -The  fignal  was  given— the  company 
came  in  a  body - Ned  plucked  off  his  difguife, 

and  they  found  the  defpifer  of  prayer  upon  his 

knees. 
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Timothy  Touchftme  takes  this  opportunity  of  return¬ 
ing  his  Thanks  to  the  Public k  for  the  encouragement  al¬ 
ready  beftowed  on  his  juvenile  Efforts,  and  the flattering  Prof 
peft  of  their  future  Support .  The  prefent  Vacation  affords 
him  an  opportunity  of  retiring  into  the  Country ,  but  the 
Numbers  will  be  regularly  Publijhed ,  and  any  Favor ? 
addrejfed  as  before ,  will  be  Acknowledged .  , 

***  I  am  not  fujflcient  Lawyer  to  point  out  any  caw 
of  the  Land ,  to  which  Pilomethis  may  refer ,  the  law s 
of  Humanity ,  he  may  reft  ajfured  are  on  his  Side . 


ERRATA  in  No.  u. 

Page  147.  line  23 for  gentlemen,  read  gentleman . 
Page  145.  line  8  for  cirflanccs,  read  clrcurrflances. 
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Longinus  oe  Subl„ 

Tis  Liberty  that  is  formed  to  nurfe  the  fentiments  of 
great  geniufes ;  to  infpire  them  with  hope;  to  pulh  fop- 
ward  the  propenfity  of  conteft  one  with  another,  and 
the  generous  emulation  of  being  the  firft  in  rank. 

Jt  has  bee;:*  the  Jaud&ble  and  indeed  fuccefsful 
endeavour  of  many  writers  to  defcribe  the  ad¬ 
vantages  of  .civil  Liberty,  and  to  reprefent  na¬ 
tional  flayeiv  as  incompatible  with  private  hap- 
pinefs,  ^nd  the  public  welfare*  The  fubjeft  of 
this  Paper  bears  fome  fmall  fimilitude  to  their 
attempts,  and  arifes  from  the  lame  principles ; 
only,  inftead  of  conlidering  how  far  a  fyftem  of 
free  government  quickens  or  impedes  the  indul- 
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gence  of  each  individual’s  will  and  appetite,  1 
fliall, attempt  to  fhew  from  the  collected  tefti- 
mony  of  Hiftory  the  influence  it  may  have  on 
geniys  and  the  polite  arts.  My  defign,  though 
by  no  means  novel,  will,  I  doubt  not,  be  more 
acceptable  than  that,  which  is  fo  well  executed 
by  the  daily  Prints,  and  monthly  Pamphlets. 
I  muft  firft  premire,  that,  if  by  any  arguments 
Liberty  be  proved  to  have  a  controul  over 
phyfical  caufes,  the  theory  of  Montefquieu,  who 
imagines  climate  alone  to  fettle  the  manners  and 
constitution  of  different  countries,  is  totally  chi¬ 
merical  j  but,  who  except  a  vifionary  fpecula- 
tift  can  accommodate  the  changes  of  heat  and 
cold  in  an  extenfive  empire  to  its  rife  and  fall, 
and  its  learning  and  ignorance  ?  To  proceed  * 
without  enquiring  into  the  date  of  fcience  and 
government  among  the  ./Egyptians,  whom  mod 
allow  to  have  been  the  original  inventors  of 
Heathen  literature,  without  defining  their  exafl 
relations,  we  will  pafs  over  to  Greece,  which 
with  a  generous  fpirit  through  the  means  of  an 
excellent  language  revealed  more  fully  to  the. 
world,  what  /Egypt  from  a  mean  jealoufy  con¬ 
cealed  in  myflerious  Hieroglyphics. 

Before  the  battle  of  Marathon,  and  the  expe-’ 
didon  of  Xerxes,  if  we  except  Plomer,  Hefiod, 
and  the  Lyric  Poets,  no  writers  of  any  confe- 

quence 


The  TrJfleiu  151 

quench  flourEfhed  in  Greece-— it  was  after  that 
period  that  Athens  (whofe  government,  if  not  a 
perfed  model  as  confiding  of  a  Democracy** 
was  at  lead  certainly  a  fee  one)  produced  thole 
Dramatifts,  Philofophers,  Llidorians,  and  Ora-; 
tors,  whofe  works  have  been  the  admiration  and 
envy  of  ages.— During  the  Pelepomielian  war., 
Genius  and  Liberty  were  jointly  triumphant. 
The  arts  of  Philip  and  the  victories  of  Alexan¬ 
der,  as  they  put  an  end  to  the  latter,  dopped 
alfo  the  effulgence  of  the  former.  It  is  true, 
that  Aridotle  maintained  a  correfpondence  with 
the  one,  and  Demofthenes  flouridied  during  the 
reign  of  the  other  Monarch ;  but  then  thefe 
tnen  had  imbibed  the  fpirit  of  liberty ;  and  the 
orations  of  Demofthenes  are  an  immortal  tefta- 
ment  of  their  author’s  noble  and  didntereded 
patriotifm. 

To  purfue  dill  farther  our  enquiry  into  the 
analogy  between  government  and  fcience,  let 
us  draw  a  companion  between  thole  rival  dates 
of  Greece— Athens,  and  Lacedaemon:  The 
government  of  thefe  celebrated  Republics  were 
as  oppodte  as  their  nature  would  allow— their 
manners  differed  no  lefs,— Democracy  was 

*  It  is  the  opinion  of  L'  nginus  and  other  learned  men, 
who  have  followed  him,  that  Democracies  are  the  belt 
liurienes  of  fublimity. 
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eftablifhed  at  Athens,  Oligarchy  at  Lace- 
d^mon.  At  the  former,  liberty  (if  we  may 
diftinguifh.  by  that  name  what  fometimes  muft 
be  allowed  to  have  degenerated  into  popular 
licentioufnefs)  introduced  fqavity*  opennefs,  and 
freedom.  At  the  latter,;  the  exorbitant-  power 
of  the  nobles  and  the  difeipline  of  the  laws  bred 
jealoufy,  haughtinefs,  and  authority.  Though 
the  Athenians  may  be  faid  to  have  pofftffed  as 
touch  of  the  amor  /pdtri<e  as  their  rivals,  yet  a-: 
mong  them  the  fhidies  of  literature  Were  eulti-. 
vated  with  no  lefs  ardor*  than  thofe  of  war,  and 
the  encouragement  of  them  ftifficiently  appears 
from  the  immenfe  expence  with  which  dramatic 
Entertainments  wrere  attended.  Among  the  Lace¬ 
daemonians,  intellectual  purfuits  were  regarded  as 
the  forerunners  or  caufes  of  luxury,  and  there-: 
fore  met  with  difeouragement,  Military  employ¬ 
ments,  anfd  the  horrors  of  war  were  fought,  as 
more  Congenial  to  their  difpofitions.  Thus  we 
can  trace  in  thefe  Hates  difference  of  purfuits 
trifihg  from  difference  of  manners,  and  differ¬ 
ence  of  manners  from  diverfity  of  government. 
So  modi  fqr  Greece  and  her  diftinClions. 

Were  we  to  examine  the  univerfal  hiftory  of 
mankind  from  the  firft  period  of  fociety  to  the 
prefent,  no  two  nations  could  perhaps  be  dif- 
covered,  whofe  hiftories  bear  fo  exaft  an  analogy 

in 
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in  many  refpedts,  as  thofe  of  Greece  and  Rome; 
but  to  draw  this  is  not  at  prefent  our  purpofe; 
let  it  luffice  us  to  inveftigate  whether  Liberty 
and  Genius  were  fo  infeparably  united  in  the 
latter  empire,  as  we  have  feen  them  in  the 
former.  Rome,  after  the  expulfion  of  her  kings, 
was  under  the  dominion  of  a  powerful  Arifto- 
cracy,  and  the  people,  though  not  without  fre¬ 
quent  ftruggles,  in  vaflalage ;  on  the  creation  of 
popular  Tribunes,  the  government  afiiimed  the 
form  of  a  Democracy,  which  was  yet  checked 
in  (ome  meafure  by  the  power  of  the  Senate. 
During  the  Punic  wars,  the  feeds  of  Learning 
were  tranfjd&nted  and  cultivated  by  Livius  An- 
droi)icus,  Epniqs*,  &c,— -But  it  was  not  till 
after  perfect  fecurity  was  purchafed  by  the  de- 
ftrudtion  of  Carthage,  that  the  arts  of  elegance, 
and  the  ftudies  of  literature  were  ferioufly  at¬ 
tended  to.  The  fame  caufes,  which  among  the 
Grecians  had  produced  the  fatal  Peloponnefiai) 
war,  introduced  the  contentions  between  the 
Roman  Senate  and  the  Graechi,  Sylla  and  Ma¬ 
rius,  C a' far  and  Pompey.  Neverthelefs  thefe 
inteftine  divifions,  originating  in  reality  from 
the  defire  of  tyranny,  but  avowedly  efpoufed  in 
the  caufe  of  liberty,  did  not  in  the  lead:  retard 

*  See  Dryden’s  dedication  to  the  Earl  of  Dorfet,  pre¬ 
fixed  to  his  tranflation  of  Juvenal. 
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the  emanations  of  genius.  Mr.  Harris,  in  his 
cc  Hermes,”  diftinguifhes  thefe  jarring  but 
linking  periods  of  Greece  and  Rome,  by  the 
emphatic  titles  of  Socratic  and  Ciceronian,  The 
names  indeed  of  Socrates  and  Cicero  are  alone 
fufRcient  to  tempt  literary  men  to  compare  the 
wonderful  ages  in  which  each  lived,  and  which 
each  immortalized.  But  to  drop  all  analogical 
reafoning,  let  us  proceed  to  enquire  whether  the 
ufurpadons  of  Augultus  *  and  his  SuccefTors, 
which  in  the  end  totally  annihilated  all  real 

liberty, 

*  The  following  juft  character  is  given  of  this  Monarch 
by  Mr.  Gibbon,  Vol.  I.  chap.  3.  I  infert  it  here  as  not  only 
particularly  apt,  but  as  it  differs  from  that  ufually  attri¬ 
buted  to  him.  “  The  tender  refpedt  of  Augultus  for  a 
free  conftitution  can  only  be  explained  by  an  attentive  con- 
fideration  of  the  character  of  that  fubtle  tyrant.  A  cool 
head,  an  unfeeling  heart,  and  a  cowardly  difpoiition 
prompt  him  at  the  age  of  ninteen  to  afTume  the  mafk  of 
hypocrify,  which  he  never  afterwards  laid  afide.  With 
the  fame  hand,  and  probably  with  the  fame  temper,  he 
figned  the  profcription  of  Cicero,  and  the  pardon  of 
Cinna.  His  virtues  and  even  his  vices  were  attifccial, 
and  according  to  the  various  nictates  of  his  interefts  ;  he 
was  at  fir  ft  the  enemy,  and  at  iaft  the  father  of  the  Roman 
world.  When  he  framed  the  artful  fyftem  of  Imperial 
authority,  his  moderation  was  infpired  by  his  fears;  he 
wifhed  to  deceive  the  people  by  an  image  of  civil  liberty, 
and  the  armies  by  an  image  of  civil  government, ” 
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liberty,  were  attended  with  the  fame  effects  as 
the  conquefts  of  Alexander,  we  have  already 
feen  that  the  latter  exftinguifhed,  if  not  the 
philofophical,  at  leaft  the  poetical  fire  of  G  eece. 

Now  here  a  contr adi&ion  appears,  which 
feemingly  overthrows  all  our  foregoing  argu¬ 
ments,  namely,  that  to  the  court  of  Auguft  is, 
the  beft  Roman  Poets  refoited;  and  that  his 
reign  has  been  celebrated  as  the  golden*  age 
of  Latin  Poetry.  On  further  inveftigaoon  a 
may  reconcile  this  feeming  difficulty.  Viryi], 
Varius,  and  Horace  were  men,  who,  however 
they  may  be  reproached  as  courtly  flatterers, 
were  educated  in  the  generous  principles  of  a 
free  government,  and  who  fufhciently  teftify  in 
their  writings  high  and  noble  notions  of -liberty. 
Ovid,  it  is  well  known,  was  baniihed  for  the 
licentioufnefs  of  fome  verfes.  To  this  we  may 
add  the  patronage  of  Mcecenas,  and  the  lauda¬ 
ble,  though  Intereited  munificence  of  the  Em¬ 
peror,  who  removed  with  great  precaution  all 

As  OCtavianus  advanced  to  the  banquet  of  the  Casfars, 
his  color  changed  like  that  of  the  cameuon  ;  pale  at  frit, 
then  red,  afterwards  black,  he  at  laft  affumed  the  mild 
livery  of  Venus  and  the  Graces.”  (Cxfars,  p.  309.)  The 
image  empkiyed  by  Julian  in  his  ingenious  fiction,  is  juft 
and  elegant  ;  but  vvhen  he  confiders  this  change  of  cha¬ 
racter  as  real,  and  afcribes  it  to  the  power  of  philofophy, 
he  does  too  much  honour  to  philofophy,  and  OCtavianus.” 
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appearance  of  flavery,  and  preferved  In  the  an¬ 
cient  manner  the  forms  of  the  conftitution.  The 
fucceffors  of  Odtavianus  threw  off  this  fpecious 
mafk,  and  openly  exercifed  what  their  pre- 
deceffor  hadfecretly  poffefted,— abfolute  power. 
From  his  death  therefore,  the  final  lofs  of  Ro¬ 
man  liberty,  and  the  gradual  decline  both  of 
jts  power  and  genius  may  mod:  properly  be 
dated, 

In  perilling  the  hiftory  of  Rome  after  this 
period,  we  meet  with  little  elfe  but  the  un¬ 
natural  afts  of  men,  who  were  elevated  to,  and 
denoted  from  the  imperial  purple,  according  to 
the  caprice  of  a  rude  foldiery,  In  the  lift  of 
authors,  (who  Writ  in  the  Latin  tongue),  during 
the  long  fucoeftion  of  near  fix  centuries,  the 
names  of  Tacitus,  Juvenal,  Lucan,  Perfius,- 
Pliny,  and  Boethius  are  alone  handed  down  to 
us  as  worthy  of  much  reputation— -for  the  lofti- 
nefs  of  Statius,  the  temporary  allunons  of  Mar¬ 
tial,  and  the  exotic  ftyie  of  Ciaudian  in  his  fill- 
fome  panegyricks,  and  of  other  later  y/riters, 
defervedly  exclude  them  from  any  confiderable 
ih  ai  e.  Thus  from  the  teftimon v  of  ancient  times, 
liberty  appears  to  have  been  molt  favorable  to 
the  cultivation  of  genius  :  as,  in  Greece,  from 
the  expedition  cf  Xerxes  to  the  reign  of  Alex- 
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ind  the  latter,  when  deprived  of  the  former’s 
rapport,  quickly  perifhing,  In  Rome,  from 
the  deftrudlion  of  Carthage  to  the  acceffion  of 
Tiberius  Ctelar-j  the  fame  coalition,  and  if  we 
may  fo  call  it,  infeparable  and  necefiary  depend¬ 
ence  is  vifible— -our  inference  therefore  fo  fa? 
is  juft,  and  our  premife  eftabliftied*. 

During  the  dark  period  of  Papal  tyranny, 
and  the  Feudal  fyftem,  we  may  obferve,  tha| 
all  human  genius  was  totally  extmguifhed,  or  a i 
heft,  but  feebly  glimmering.  The  gradual  dif- 
fufton  of  Commerce,  as^  it  enriched  the  lower 
clafs  of  people,  diflblved  the  obligations  of  viL 
lanage^  and  by  producing  more  numerous  rank$ 
of  focietyj  introduced  the  defire,  and  at  length 

*  The  theory  pf  Moptefqitieu,  fo  dangerous  to  all  li, 
beral  fentiments,  and  which  has  been  fo  vigorously  de* 
•fended  by  the  advocates  for  materialifm,  may  be  over¬ 
thrown  by  this  finale  qiieilion  :  Has  the  climate  in  each 
particular  country  varied  in  proportion  to  its  revolutions 
in  genius,  government,  manners*  ?  If  the  feience  of 
Jliftory  determines  the  qyefltion  in  the  negative,  vve  muit 
attribute  the  origin  of  thofe  revolutions  to  moral  caufes* 
the  influence  of  climate  is  Undoubtedly  vifible  in  fome 
pountries,  but  it  is  abfurd  to  aflert  it  both  as  utiiverfal 
and  predominant.  Iq  fome  regions  of  the  torrid  zdqe, 
aflefls  the  colour  of  the  fkin,  and  probably  the  un demand¬ 
ing  alfo;  but  the  known  certainty  that  moil  of  the  ancient 
fciences  preceded  from  the  Eafl,  refutes  all  further  exten- 
fion  of  this  inftaqce. 

the 


/ 


\ 


158  The  T r i fie r* 

the  blelTings  of  Liberty.  The  minds  of  men 
were  naturally  expanded,  and  Genius  freed  from 
the  cramping  bonds  of  flavery,  difeovered  itfelf 
in  many  inventions,  which  are  as  a  proof  at 
once  of  the  imperfection  and  flow  advancement 
of  human  wjfdorru  The  fuddennefs  and  rapidity 
of  intelleCtua}  conquefl:  over  the  darknefs  of 
Monkifh  fuperftition,  was  proportionate  to  the 
fudden  progrefs  of  liberty,  which  arofe,  (in  fome 
meafure  through  all  Europe,  though  more  or 
lefs  in  differen,t  kingdoms),  on  the  djflblutioq 
of  Feudal  tenures. 

The  revival  of  letters  at  this  period  was 
aided  by  the  art  of  printing,  which  on  account 
of  its  flmplicity  is  convenient,  and  univerfaliy 
adopted.  This  art  in  many  countries  has  coun¬ 
terbalanced  the  influence  of  flavery,  and  has 
not  only  fupplied  the  want  of  liberty,  but, 
turning  eiTedt  into  caufe,  has  introduced  the, 
knowledge  of  its  value.  With  this  Angle  ex¬ 
ception  it  may  fafely  be  aflerted,  that  in  all  ages 
the  dawning  of  liberty  has  been  prior  to  that  of  fei- 
ence,  and  that  the  latter  can  only  arife  and  fub- 
fift  according  to  the  ftrength  and  continuation 
of  the  former.  To  illuftrate  and  prove  this 
point  we  have  recurred  to  the  hiflories  of  Greece, 
Rome,  and  the  middle  ages.  Arguments  drawn 
Tom  the  tefdmony  of  hiftory,  and  confirmed 
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by  experience,  muft  have  more  weight  than  thofe 
airy  {peculations,  which  though  plaufible  in  the 
clofet,  are  entirely  irreconcileable  to  fubftantial 
truth.  Man,  through  the  weaknefs  of  his  fa¬ 
culties,  muft  judge  of  the  certainty  of  all  know¬ 
ledge,  which  is  not  immediately  under  the  per¬ 
ception  of.  the  fenfes,  by  comparifon  and  the 
rules  of  probability.  All  fcience,  according  to 
Blair,  refults  from  obfervations  on  pradtice* 
To  obtain  a  thorough  knowledge  of  the  influ¬ 
ence,  which  Liberty  or  any  fimilar  gift  pofteftes 
over  the  manners  and  genius  of  a  country,  an 
enquirer  muft  confult  paid  tranfadtions,  and  com¬ 
pare  them  with  thofe,  he  himfelf  is  intimately 
acquainted  with ;  fince  variations  and  uncertainty 
will  intervene  and  frequently  pervade,  what  to 
a  Superficial  appearance  is  clear  and  confiftent. 
This  obfervation  may  be  extended  to  the  acqui¬ 
sition  of  all  knowledge,  which  relates  to  anti¬ 
quity,  and  which  the  evidence  of  the  fenfes  or 
other  equally  Strong,  has  not  indubitably  verified. 

But  to  return  from  this  digrefllon ;  among  the 
refinements  of  European  policy,  there  is  one 
which  may  be  of  confiderable  weight  in  this  his¬ 
torical  difquifition.  It  is  briefly  this:  The  in¬ 
vention  of  Printing  as  it  diffufes  the  works  of 
an  author  over  the  moft  extenfive  fpace,  is  pecu¬ 
liarly  favorable  to  literary  purfuits,  and  among 
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^efe  to  the  free  difcuflion  of  political  fubjefts 
in  particular.  Of  this  the  Sovereigns  of  thofe 
Monarchies,  where  liberty  is  under  reftraint, 
appear  fufficiently  convinced,  and  accordingly 
have  taken  the  proper  precautions  by  fixing  no 
determinate  definition  of  a  libel,  and  by  punifli- 
ing  whatever,  their  pleafure  may  rcfolve  to  be 
fuch,  The  confequences  are  obvious*  the  ge¬ 
nius  of  many  is  intimidated,  and  thereby  loft, 
the  exertions  of  all  are  confined,  and  thereby 
diminifhed.  In  England,  where  this  policy  is 
unneceftary,  fmce  freedom  of  fpeaking  and 
writing,  as  well  as  afting  is  the  birthright  of 
every  one,  the  beneficial  effefls  of  its  non-entity 
are  exemplified  by  the  Abfa^om  and  Achitophe) 
of  Dryden,  the  writings  of  Swift,  Wilkes,  and 
Junius,  and  the  monthly  inundations  of  poli¬ 
tical  pamphlets,  in  which  we.  frequently  meet 
with  fdbjefts  freely  and  ingenioufly  difcufTed. 

The  effects,  attending  the  freedom  of  the 
prefs  in  England,  although  not  applicable  to 
ancient  times,  form  a  proof  irrefragable  and 
conclufive,  of  the  dependance  of  genius  on  Li¬ 
berty.  France,  who  doubtlefs  has  nurtured 
many  noble  and  clafiical  writers,  can  boaft  of 
none*,  who  have  united  energy  of  thought  w;th 

bold- 

*To  flrengthen  this  alfertion  by  a  higher  authority  than 
my  own  ao.d  a  flronger  inftance,  1  fhall  quote  the  following 
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boidnefs  of  expreffion  equal  to  that,  whi  ch  cha- 
raderizes  the  volumes  of  the  aforementioned 

Jf 

works.  An  Englifhman,  who  feels  no  reftraint 
in  the  choice  of  his  fubjed,  who  knows  that  no 
Sentence  can  with  danger  to  himfelf  be  wrefted 
from  its  right  meaning  to  bear  a  trcafonable  con- 
Erudion,  is  djfcurfive  and  free  in  his  obfervati- 
©ns.  But  let  us  avoid  all  national  comparifons, 
which  are  in  the  higheft  degree  invidious.  Let 
the  above  fuffice  as  an  imperfect  explanation  of 
the  caufes,  which  produced  events,  uniformly 
beneficial  in  the  hiftories  of  Greece,  Rome, 
and  England  to  the  fyEem  of  a  free  government., 
F or  this  paper  was  rather  intended  as  a  relation 
of  fads,  than  an  analyfis  of  their  efficient  caufes. 
If  the  former  on  a  companion  with  each  other 
are  analogous,  if  they  are  fuch  as  violate  not 
the  laws  of  probability,  what  higher  authority 
in  their  defence  can  be  required?  But  to  con¬ 
clude  ;  we  cannot  be  too  watchful  in  the  prefer-? 

paflage,  with  which  the  celebrated  Mr,  Erlkine  concluded 
an  oration  at  Cambridge.  “  The  fciences  ever  flourifh 
in  the  train  of  Liberty  :  The  fo#l  of  a  fiaye  could  never 
have  expanded  itfelf,  like  Newton’s  over  infinite  fpace; 
and  would  have  fighed  in  captivity  at  the  remoteft  barriers 
of  the  creation.  In  no  other  country  under  heaven  could 
Locke  have  unfolded  with  dignity  the  operations  of  an  im¬ 
mortal  foul,  or  recorded  with  truth  the  duties  and  privi¬ 
leges  of  fociety. 
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vation,  too  anxious  for  the  cotinuancej  or  too 
bufy  in  enumerating  the  bleflings  of  Liberty ; 
to  trace  its  influence  on  literature,  and  confe- 
quently  on  civilization,  is  both  a  pleafing  and 

1 

inftrubcive  talk.  If  by  experience  we  find,  that 
it  removes  the  clouds  of  ignorance,  irradiates 
the  mind  with  knowledge,  loftens  it  with  the 

4 

love  of  humanity,  and  repels  the  baneful  influ¬ 
ence  of  Mifanthropy;-— thanks  are  due  to  that 

Being,  who  has  allotted  the  moll  confiderablc 
fhare  of  it  to  dwell  on  this  iiland,  and  who  has 

empowered  us  both  to  tafte  and  enjoy  its  valu¬ 
able  efiedso 
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Emollit  mores,  nec  finit  efle  feros. 

Ovid. 

Softens  the  manners,  and  refines  the  heart. 

«•  The  Stage”  fays  the  Guardian,  <c  might 
be  made  a  perpetual  fource  of  the  moft  noble 
and  ufeful  entertainments,  were  it  under  proper 
regulations.”  I  fhall  devote  the  fubjeft  of  this 
week’s  Paper  to  the  invefligation  of  this  affertion, 
and  endeavour  to  prove  that  Moralifts  and  De¬ 
claimed  have  defcribed  the  immorality  of  the 
Stage  beyond  the  limits  of  truth.  I  confider  the 
Theatre  as  a  Mirror,  where  general  vices  and 
foibles  are  defcribed  with  the  fharpeft  points  of 
Satire  and  Ridicule,  to  deter  us  from  the  con¬ 
tinuance  of  evil  practices,  and  promote  our  re¬ 
formation  ;  private  fcandal,  and  perfonal  de¬ 
famation,  fhould  be  punifhed  with  fevere  penal- 
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ties;  Ariftophanes,  amongft  the  ancients,  and 
many  of  our  old  Englifh  Comedies,  regarded  no- 
authority,  but  levelled  invedtives  againft  indi¬ 
viduals  ;  the  majefty  of  Kings  was  difregarded,. 
and  the  actions  of  Minifters  became  the  objects 
of  perfonal  reproach.  The  corrediion  of  this, 
irregularity  has  been  attempted,  but  its  reforma¬ 
tion  can  never  be  effeffualiy  accomplifhed 
under  the  fupermtendance  of  a  Chamberlain  :  in 
like  manner  the  authority  of  an  Infpedtor  endea¬ 
voured  in  vain  to  regulate  the  Prefs.  Every 
perfection  of  human  nature  may  be  made  the 
inftrument  of  vice,  the  tendency  of  virtue  may 
be  abufed,  and  every  fyftem  of  reformation  con- 
trovered;  but- the  refined  . take  of  the  eighteenth 
century,  has  prpnx>ted  general  amendments,  and 
difcarded  perfonal  virulence.  Servile  obfequi- 
oufnefs  to  Minifters  of  State,  and  fulfome  Dedi¬ 
cations,  the  charaeteriftics  of  a  former  reign, 
are  now  defervedly  abolifhed;  liberty  and  can¬ 
dor  promote  Genius,,  and  the  pens  of  the  pre- 
fent  writers  are  not  proftituted  to  defend  the 
adtions  of  a  venal  and  unpopular  Stafefman  ;  the 
principles  of  .aBritifh  audience  are  alfo  repugnant 
to  thofe  performances,  where  private  blemiihes 

are  attacked  with  ill-nature  and  malignant  wit. 

.  i 

>  ,  , ,  %. , . 

.The  Athenian  drama  derived  its  origin 
from  the  nobleft  foui  ces,  the  pradtice  of  virtue 
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and  the  propagation  of  religion;  the  hymns 
or  fongs  celebrated  at  the  feftivals  of  the 
antients,  by  progreffion,  attained  thofe  degrees 
of  perfection,  which  under  the  aufpices  of 
jEfchylus,  Sophocles  and  Euripides,  excited  the 
.admiration  of  ail  Greece. 

As  the  greateft  rivers  take  their  rife  from  in- 
confiderable  fp rings,  and  the  mold  important  ef¬ 
fects  are  produced  from  the  molt  trivial  caufes ; 
fo  the  gradual  improvement  of  the  drama  owed 
its  progrefs  to  adventitious  cireumilances,  and 
Jprung  from  an  inconfiderable  fource.  Arifto- 
phanes  the  prince  of  old  Comedy  was  endowed 
with  acutenefs ;  but  as  a  learned  Critic  obferves, 
<c  he  was  full  of  the  grollcft  pMcenity  and  inde¬ 
cency.”  Socrates  was  ridiculed  by  this  author, 
with  inveterate  calumny,  and  his  humor  was 
debafed  by  political  rancor ;  but  I  will  venture 
.to  affirm,  though  forhe  writers  on  education  ac- 
cufe  him  of  inculcating  knavery,  that  the  excel¬ 
lent  leffons  of  T erence  amply  compenfate  for  his 
licentioufnefs.  As  the  progrefs  of  the  Grecian 
and  Roman  drama  has  been  copioufiy  explained 
by  feveral  authors,  and  the  merits  of  its  re- 
fpe&ive  writers  pointed  out.— -I  fhall  add  a  few 
defultory  obiervations  on  the  Engliffi  Stage; 
novelty  cannot  proceed  from  every  pen,  and 
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though  a  fubjeCt  has  been  feveral  times  difcuffed, 
a  writer  fhould  not  be  difcouraged,  as  the  beauty 
of  an  expreffion,  or  the  hints  of  truth  may  not  at 
one  view  be  caught ;  but  the  weakeft  intellects 
may  be  improved  by  a  renewal  of  the  impref- 
fion.  The  original  performances  of  theEnglifh 
ibage  were  founded  upon  religious  fubjeCts.  The 
various  pafilons  and  duties  of  mankind  were  re- 
prefented  under  allegorical  characters  ;  an  ana- 
Ivfis  of  two  moral  plays  written  in  thofe  un¬ 
lettered  days,  is  given  by  Dr.  Percy,  in  his  Effay 
on  the  Englifh  Stage ;  where  the  antiquarian  and 
inquifitive  reader  will  find  thefe  feeds  of  Tragedy 
and  Comedy  regularly  explained ;  a  talk  which  the 
learned  DoCtor  has  performed  with  great  dili¬ 
gence  and  fagacity.  As  the  fun  of  freedom  ex¬ 
panded,  and  barbarity  and  ignorance  declined, 
thefe  fimple  fhows  were  formed  into  regular 
and  probable  plots.  The  productions  of  Shake- 
ipear  and  Jonfon  arofe  upon  their  extinction; 
the  imagination^  of  the  one  foared  beyond  hu¬ 
man  conception,  and  the  fuperior  advantages  of 
a  claifical  education  exalted  his  cotemporary  to 
the  next  rank  in  dramatic  compofition ;  a 
model  of  writing  was  introduced,  which  pofterity 
have  never  been  able  to  attain ;  Genius  depicted 
characters, whofe  excentricity  of  manners  exceed  ¬ 
ed  the  common  bounds  of  nature;  as  a  CataraCt, 
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©r  rugged  mountain  are  objects  that  excite 
fublime  fenfations,  fo  the  writings  of  Shakelpear 
give  us  ftrong  imprefikms  in  the  defcription  ©f 
objeds,  or  exhibition  of  fentiments,  and  are 
therefore  truly  fublime.  Longinus  defcribes 
boldnefs  and  grandeur  in  thoughts*  as  a  ilrong 
Ipecies  of  the  fublime,  and  no  bounds  could  re- 
drain  our  Poet's  daring  flights  ;  the  various 
beauties  difperfed  through  every  character  of  his 
excite  our  admiration,  though  irregularities  may 
be  pointed  out,  of  which  the  Arid  adherents  to  the 
rules  of  Ariftotle  and  Longinus  complain.  The 
licentioufnefs  of  die  court  of  Charles  the  Second 
contaminated  every  clafs  of  fociety,  the  drama 
abounded  at  that  time  with  produdions  of  con- 
fpicuous  merit,  but  to  ufe  die  words  of  Dr. 
Johnfon. 

u  Intrigue  was  plot,  obfcenity  was  wit/* 
Illiterate  and  vicious  minds  eagerly  imbibe  thole 
vices,  of  which  their  fuperiors  are  guilty ;  during 
this  reign,  Senfe  and  Morality  were  facrificed 
at  the  fhrine  of  Ribaldry ;  and  thofe performances 
whofe  chief  recommendation  was  an  indelicate 
fentiment,  or  double  entendre ,  were  iupported : 
the  production  of  a  female  pen*,  though  written 
with  great  comprehenfion  of  thought,  exhibited 
fuch  a  want  of  modefty  as  difgraced  her  fex,  and 
an  enlightened  age ;  her  works  are  now  almoft 

*  Mrs.  Beha, 

4  forgotten,. 
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forgotten,  on  account  of  her  inattention  to  de¬ 
cency,  and  neglebt  of  virtue. 

Congreve,  V anburgh,  and  many  others,  pre¬ 
ferred  a  flafn  of  wit  to  the  moft  refined  fentiment, 
or  moral  expreffion ;  a  courtly  parallel  between 
the  actions  of  tw o  powerful  Monarchs  was  in¬ 
troduced  by  Rowe,  under  the  characters  of 
Tamerlane  and  Bajazet— -William  the  Third, 
and  Lewis  the  Fourteenth. 

From  this  analyfis  of  our  dramatic  hiftory,  it 
Is  evident,  that  during  fo  long  a  progrefs  and 
change  of  cuftoms,  various  imperfections  are 
-  blended  with  the  nobleft  inventions.  Many 
writers  have  endeavoured  to  promote  the  refor¬ 
mation  of  the  ftage,  by  pointing  out  its  deficien¬ 
cies  i  as  an  advocate,  I  ihall  take  a  different 
courfe,  and  explain  thofe  advantages  which  juftify 
its  encouragement, 

0 

If  difcontented  cavillers  would  compare  the 
fituation  of  modern  Dramatifls  with  that  of  their 
predecefibrs,  the  inanity  of  their  reafoning  mull 
be  clearly  difcoveredj  Shakeipear  for  fome  time 
lived  in  indigent  circumftances,  J onfon  forfook 
a  claffical  fchool  for  the  menial  duties  of  a  brick¬ 
layer,  poverty  'brought  Otway  to  the  grave,  and 
the  penury  of  Dryden  obliged  him  to  produce 
haily  and  imperfed:  compofitions ;  for,  as  his 

biographer 
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biographer  obferves,  <c  he  appears  never  to  have 
loved  that  exercife  of  his  genius  (writing  for  the 
ftage)  or  to  have  much  pleafed  himfelf  with  his 
own  dramas.”  Modern  authors  if  careful  (for 
extravagance  will  be  deferted  by  the  moft  libe¬ 
ral  mind)  may  devote  a  confiderable  fhare  of 
their  time  in  reviling  and  correcting  thofe  inac¬ 
curacies,  which  a  mod  exalted  genius  may  com¬ 
mit;  their  fociety  is  courted  by  the  mod  enlight-. 
ened  characters,  and  refpeCt  is  paid  to  them,  as  , 
their  abilities  and  conduCt  merit. 

Comedians  were  fupported  by  the  ancient  no¬ 
bility,  and  clalfed  as  menial  fervants,  but  theatri¬ 
cal  performers,  whofe  talents  entitle  them  to  the 
public  favor,  are  now  enabled  by  its  liberality 
to  fudain  the  characters  of  refpeCtable  men. 

And  here  I  diall  take  the  liberty  of  refuting 
an  argument  urged  againd  the  dage,  that  the 
principles  of  vice  were  fo  inculcated  into  the 
minds  of  the  people,  as  to  require  the  inter¬ 
ference  of  the  legislative  power ;  that  the  number 
of  theatres  was  on  that  account  redrained,  and 
all  new  productions  fubjeCted  to  the  perufal  of, 
and  a  licence  from  the  Lord  Chamberlain:  This 
is  the  language  of  the  ignorant,  but  by  a  refer¬ 
ence  to  this  regulation  we  fnall  find,  that  it  ori¬ 
ginated  from  a  different  motive  The  conduCt 
of  the  Minider  (Sir  R.  Walpole)  had  been  fe- 

verely 
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verely  cenfured  in  a  fatyrical  comedy ;  he  was 
therefore  determined  to  crufh  the  encreafing  li¬ 
berties  of  the  ftage,  and  introduced  a  Bill* 
which  was  violently  oppofed  by  Lord  Chefter- 
fkld,  as  an  encroachment  upon  the  freedom  of 
die  prefs,  which  is  the  index  of  the  times. 

The  improvement  of  our  language  in  an  ob- 
jedfc  of  the  greateft  confequence;  many  claflical 
writers  affert,  that  no  fubjedt  of  polite  literature 
is  more  deferving  our  attention,  as  the  powers 
©f  Elocution,  and  a  proper  arrangement  of  our 
ideas  depend  upon  itsprogrefs. 


A  diverfity  of  opinion  has  prevailed  among 
the  learned,  reipefting  written  and  fpoken  lan¬ 
guage  ;  arguing  on  the  one  hand,  that  the  ad¬ 
vantages  of  writing  are  permanent  and  inftruftive 
topofterity;  on  the  other,  that  the  energy  of 
ipeech  operates  upon  the  mind  with  the  moil 
powerful  e  hefts  of  perfuafton.  The  excellencies 
©f  both  centre  in  the  drama ;  the  embryo  ftatef- 
man  and  divine  may  imbibe  the  rudiments  of 
eloquence,  and  acquire  natural  tones  and  gef- 
tures,  by  obferving  the  performances  of  the  prin¬ 
cipal  actors ;  but  he  mu  ft  be  careful  to  avoid 
imitating  the  grimaces  and  diftortions  of  every 


raging  tragedian,  who 

“  o’t  rfieps  the  mode ‘Ay  of  Nature. ** 

But  though  ranting  may  now  be  preferred  to 

z  proper  difcrimination  in  depicting  the  various 

paflions 
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paeons  that  are  reprefented  upon  the  ftage,  our 
deceafed  Rofcius  always  adapted  his  adting  to 
the  charadter,  and  by  copying  Nature/?//  whan 
he  fpoke; 

4t  He  loft  the  A&or,  and  commenced  the  Man/*  _ 

The  ignorant  applaud  extravagant  flights,  as 
juft  reprefentations,  and  an  unnatural  diftortion 
of  countenance  has  excited  more  approbation 
from  the  galleries,  than  the  fineft  attitude  of  a 
judicious  performer;  inferior  adtors  therefore 
by  imitating  thefe  defedts  obtain  the  commenda¬ 
tion  of  fuch  criticks,  but  are  ridiculed  by  the 
rational. 

Though  Stage  effett  may  on  fome  occafions 
be  neceflary  to  attradf  the  attention  of  the  fu- 
perficial  hearer,  it  will  be  difregarded  by  the 
fenflble  as  a  deviation  from  the  true  pidture  of 
life, 

Obfervations  upon  mankind,  and  an  accurate 
difplay  of  life  muft  perfedt  thofe  ideas  tutored 
by  an  induftrious  application  to  ftudy;  external 
adlion  difpkiyed  upon  the  ftage  may  found  the 
depth  of  that  heart,  which  no  precepts  of  mora¬ 
lity  could  delight  in  the  clofet. 

A  perfedt  tragedy  is  allowed  by  all  critics 
to  be  the  greateft  produdtion  of  human  nature; 
as  the  imagination  of  the  Poet  is  not  reftridted 

by 
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by  minute  circumftances,  a  livelier  fenfe  of  vir¬ 
tue  is  impreffed  upon  the  audience,  its  princi¬ 
ples  are  traced  with  excellence,  the  characters 
of  monarchs  are  defcribed  with  difcernment, 
great  events  are  inveftigated,  and  their  origins 
•unfolded;  from  a  ftrit  obfervation  the  baleful 
effects  of  jealoufy,  and  ambition,  and  the  con- 
fequences  of  every  quality  that  elevates  or  de- 
preffes  a  fenfible  mind,  have  been  furveyed  by 
capacious  underftandings,  and  defcribed  in  their 
natural  colours. 

As  the  images  of  Tragedy  are  chiefly  drawn 
from  the  exploits  of  high  life,  an  exact  nefem- 
blance  to-  the  actions  of  the  fpetator  cannot  be 
•drawn;  thofe  performances  therefore,  in  which 
-the  duties  of  private  life  are  delineated,  are  the 
•  moft  inftructive;  but  in  every  compofition  of 
the  buff  in  theorems  and  maxims  may  be  felected 
advantageous  to  every  clafs  of  fociety. 

As  many  reflet  in  the  clofet  upon  the  at  ions, 
they  have  feen  performed  on  the  ftage,  their 
inquiries  may  be  fuccefsfully  anfwered  by  the 
perufal  of  approved  tragedies.. 

A  curious  and  interefling  letter*  from  a  ref- 
petable  Comedian,  who  is  now  retired  from  the 

*  Vide  European  Magazine  for  October,  1787. 
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ftage,  relates  fo  immediately  to  this  fubjedt*. 
and  contains  fo  convincing  a  proof  of  my  argu¬ 
ments,  that  I  fhall  fubjoin  an  abridgment  of  it 
without  any  apology. 

In  the  year  1752,  Mr.  Rofs  and  Mrs.  Pritch¬ 
ard'  performed  the  characters  of  George  Barn-’ 
well  and  Millwood,  where  a  young  apprentice 
was  fo  forcibly  {truck  with  the  fimilarity  of  his 
own  condudt,  that  the  depreflion  of  his  fpirits 
confined  him  to  his  room.  His  phyfician  fuf- 
pedting  that  fome.thing  lay  heavy  upon  his  mind 
which  he  dreaded  to  divulge*  attempted  to  dif- 
cover  the  fecret;  after  long  folicitations  he  con- 
felfed,  that  having  formed  an  improper  acquaint¬ 
ance,  like  George  Barnwell,  he  had  made  free 
with  fome  draughts  entrufled  to  his  care,  and 
therefore  wifhed  to  die*  to  avoid  the  confequent 
hi  a  me. 

The  Dodlor  inftantly  wrote  to  his  father,  who 
remitted  the  deficiency,  and  this  converted  pro¬ 
digal  lived  to  be  an  eminent  merchant.  The 
Stage  therefore  may  be  diredled  to  good  purpofes* 
if  properly  regulated, 
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Lady,  on  the  Death  of  her 
Gold  Fish. 

AH  dry  thole  Tears,  they  flow  too  fall. 

His  time  was  come,  his  die  was  call  j 
The  Ihining  fin,  the  golden  fcale, 

Alas  you  fee  could  not  avail : 

Not  Virtue's  pray’r,  not  Beauty's  pow’r. 

Could  Hay  his  fate  a  Angle  hour. 

Fair  Lady,  moderate  your  grie£ 

A  Friend's  advice  may  bring  relief ; 

Confider  that  we  all  mull  die. 

Your  Fifh,  your  Dog,  your  Cat  and  I. 

You’ll  not  attend  to  what  I've  faid. 

Your  Peace  is  gone,  your  Fifh  is  dead. 

And  fhould  vour  Lover  now  draw  near. 

And  figh,  and  call  you  all  that’s  dear ; 

To  tendered:  fighs  you'd  anfwer— Pilh, 

1  hate  Mankind,  I’ve  loll  my  Fifh. 

I  grant  he  was  a  Filh  of  merit, 

A  Filh  of  parts,  a  Fifh  of  fpirit ; 

But  fure  no  Filh  Ihould  have  the  art 
To  captivate  a  Lady’s  heart. 

Allow  him  every  perfection, 

But  lliil  deny  him  your  afFeftion ; 

Your 
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Your  Father’d  fwear  you  were  undone* 

He’d  never  like  a Jcaly  Son ; 

I’m  very  lure  he  could  not  wilh 
* 

To  fee  his  Daughter  fuckle  Filh ; 

And  well  indeed  might  take’t  in  dudgeon* 

To  be  the  Grandfire  of  a  Gudgeon . 

Your  Sifter  too  would  make  a  pother* 

She’d  never  brook  to  call  him  Brother; 

>  '  " 

Tis  better  far  your  Fifh  is  dead* 

Than  you  fhould  take  him  to  your  bed. 

Your  Mother  never  would  abide 
To  fee  you  lying  fide  by  fide-: 

E’en  you  yourfelf  wou’d  think  it  odd. 

If  G— n  flopp’d  to  kifs  a  Cody 
And  alked  her  fifhmonger  about 
Some  darling  lovely  am’rous  \ Trout , 

Andfwore  no  joy  could  e’er  be  felt, 

Whilft  panting  for  her  abfent  Smelt, 

’Twould  be  moft  ftrange  with  ftreaming  eye, 
T o  hear  a  tender  Mother  cry, 

<c  Alas!  my  Child,  poor  thoughtlefs Wench 
c<  Seduc’d  and  ruin’d  by  a  T 'ench . 
fc  And  now  he  fwears  he’ll  never  marry, 

<c  The  fright  has  made  the  Girl  mifearry ; 

<c  Alas  the  pangs  we  Mothers  feel, 

“  My  Child’s  mifearried  of  an  Eel 
A  Bird  and  Beaft,  the  mighty  Jove 
Became,  to  gratify  his  Love; 
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But  you,  oh  wonderful  to  declare, 

A  Fifli  is  formed  to  pleafe  the  Fair ! 

Oh  !  could  I  but  thy  favor  win. 
Transform'd  to  Fifli  with  golden  fin  1 
Confin'd  to  Bafon  for  thy  fake, 

I’d  gladly  fwirn  the  little  lake ; 

Oft  to  the  furface  raife  my  head. 

And  from  thy  fingers  nibble  bread* 

In  china,  or  in  earthen  difh, 

I’d  live  and  die  thy  faithful  Filh: 

But  fince  I’ve  got  no  golden  fcale. 

No  fhining  fin,  nor  forky  tail. 

But  arms  and  legs ;  can  fpeak  and  hear  5 
I’m  doom’d  to  languifh  and  defpair: 
With  fkin  flripp’d  off,  no  wriggling  Eel 
Expreifes  half  the  pangs  I  feel. 
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CnteteD  at  ©tattonttg  8>alU 


My  conduit  would  be  jufely  reprehenfeble ,  was  /  to 
infert  the  letter  figned  Juvenal — the  fatire  is  too  perfonaly 
and  therefore  too  dangerous  for  'Juvenile  Authors  to  counte¬ 
nance .  However  I  much  regret  the  obflacle  to  its  ac¬ 
ceptance^  and  cannot  refife  its  infertion  without  an  ac¬ 
knowledgment  of  its  merits  and  with  a  fencere  hopey  that 
he  will  favor  me  with  his  future  correfpondence . 

Squib’s  poetical  EJfay  is  too  infegnificant y  to  engage  the 
attention  even  of  a  Trifler. 

The  Poem  figned  Z.  is  received ,  and Jhall  have  imme¬ 
diate  infertion . 

Uncle  Toby  will  be  duly  attended  to. 

Various  other  Favors  are  under  confederation* 


Erratum  in  No.  13. 

Page  164,,  line  13,  for  controvered,  read  controverted » 
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\ 

Vicit  iter  durum  pietas.  Virgil. 

Life's  rugged  path,  religion  oft  hath  Smooth'd, 

In  a  former  paper,  among  the  failings  of  the 
prefent  age,  I  pointed  out  as  the  molt  melan¬ 
choly,  a  propensity  to  the  commiflion  of  felf- 
murder,  and  afcribed  gaming  as  the  moll  pro¬ 
bable,  and  frequent  caufe  of  it.— The  defign 
of  this  publication,  being  principally  to  Sketch 
the  temper  of  the  times,  and  in  their  repre- 
henfion,  to  recompence  the  general  paucity  of 
fubje&s,  I  Shall  follow  the  example  of  &  corres¬ 
pondent,  who,  in  the  eleventh  Number,  has 
awakened  my  attention  to  a  vice  as  contagious, 
as  it  is  faShionable,  and  as  unhappy,  as  it  is  in¬ 
consistent  with  virtue  and  true  wifdom.  The 

V  fplen- 
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iplendor  of  wealth,  the  hurry  of  diffipation,  and 
the  vigorous  fpirits  of  youth,  have  been  too 
frequently  urged  as  excufes  for  an  inattention 
to  the  duties  of  religion;  that  thefe  excufes 
(if  fo  they  may  be  called)  are  but  vain  and 
childifh,  a  little  confkleration  will  demonffrate. 
They  are,  in  reality,  the  caufes,  and  can  never 
form  a  vindication  of  the  unrelated  propenfities 
of  our  conilitution. 

It  is  a  new,  as  well  as  a  furprifmg,  mode  of 
arguing,  to  convert  caufes  into  excufes,  as  if  thofe 
caufes  were  irrefiftible ;  to  urge  the  poifeffion  of 
ble dings  as  a  plea  for  their  perverfion;  and 
accufe  the  Giver  of  good  things  as  the  Author 
of  their  abufe,  by  fupp lying  the  means  without 
a  concurring  limitation  of  the  effefls:  A  mode 
of  arguing,  and  a  method  of  vindication,  which, 
if  complied  with,  would  defray  the  free  agency 
of  man,  and  render  him  the  viflim  of  fatality. 
Which  may  be  faid  to  be  either  the  product  of 
a  mind,  carelefs  of  confequences,  and  ignorant 
of  its  own  power,  or  die  only  refource  of  a  Con- 
fcience  Hung  indeed  by  its  own  reproaches,  but 
unwilling  to  confefs  an  unjuftifiable  error.  To 

i 

a  fenfible  and  pious  man,  the  poifeffion  of  riches 
is  the  ftrongeft  motive  for  piety;  he  coniiders 
it  as  no  other  than  a  trull  or  gift,  revokable  at 

the 
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the  will  of  the  donor*  as  a  mark  of  mercy  and 
benevolence*  as  the  means  of  virtue*  and  the 
fupport  of  faith.  Inflead  of  fuppofing  that  it 
may  with  impunity  be  abided,  and  that  no  rea- 
fonable  obje&'kms  can  be  made  to  its  abufe,  he 
is  confcious  that  the  obligations  of  gratitude 
are  Wronger  between  God  and  man,  than  be¬ 
tween  man  and  man.  1  nftead  of  perverting  the 
powers  of  his  fiituatlon,  and  then  accufmg  the 
Giver  of  thofe  powers,  as  the  Author  of  their 
per ver lion*  becaufe  he  fixed  no  immediate  reifraint 
to  their  exercife ;  he  adores  the  benevolence  of 
that  Deity,  who  imparts  his  gifts  on  the  moil 
reafonable  conditions,,  and  who,  at  the  fame 
time,  leaves  it  to  the  choice  of  the  receiver, 
either  to  fulfil  thole  conditions  with  additional 
reward,  or  reject  them  with,  inevitable  pimifh- 
ment. 

But  let  me  not  forget,  that  the  fober  reafoning 
of  the  Moralift,  but  badly  coincides  with  the 
fuperficial  ideas  of  a  T rider.  To  proceed  there¬ 
fore  in  a  fomewhat  lefs  ferious  manner;  we  may 
obferve  that  man,  from  whole  mouth  fudi  ex- 
cufes  as  the  above  fall  in  the  behalf  of  irreli- 
gion,  is  always  defective  in  his  moral  conduct, 
that  in  the  indulgence  of  his  pailions  he  totally 
difregards  the  barriers  of  decency  and  virtue, 
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and  ftncerely  believes  every  method  lefs  effica-* 
cious  in  the  purfuit  of  happinefs,  than  fafhion- 
gble  pleafures,  or  Epicurean  indifference.  Such 
conduct  arifing  from  fuch  tenets  of  belief^  re¬ 
quires  no  farther  comment  on  the  opinions, 
which  conftitute  its  vindication. 

From  this  (lave  of  paffion,  this  brute  of  in- 
fenfibility,  who  rejects  religion  no  farther  than  a 
non-conformity  to  its  duties,  and  profeffes  it  no 
farther,,  than  fwearing  or  blafphemy  can  teftify; 
let  us  turn  our  confideration  to  the  cool,  deliberate 
Deift,  who  falfely  ufurps  the  title  of  philofopher, 
who  creates,  fubverts,  and  multiplies  worlds 
according  to  the  caprice  of  imagination,  or  the 
variations  of  conjedure;  who  bewilders  himfelf 
in  the  mazes  of  his  own  incomprehenfible  hy¬ 
pothecs,  and  attempts  to  convert  others  to  the 
fame  predicament,  by  impofing  on  their  credu¬ 
lity,  opinions,  of  whofe  latitude  he  himfelf  is 
ignorant,  and  of  whofe  truth  he  himfelf  is  du¬ 
bious.  The  irreligion  of  the  voluptuary,  ope¬ 
rates  no  farther  towards  the  convidion  of  others, 
than  his  own  example  as  an  individual,  for  the 
irregularity  of  his  moral  condud  plainly  fliews 
the  inanity  of  his  principles,  and  deters  the  moft 
iimple  from  adopting  them,  through  a  fuppo- 
fition  of  their  fuperiour  excellence.  But  fincc 
it  frequently  happens,  that  the  Deift,  like  a  mo- 
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naflic  impoftor,  in  order  to  give  a  liability  to 
his  opinions,  executes  the  duties  of  morality 
with  irreparable  feduiity,  and  difplays  the  more 
engaging  qualities  of  the  heart,  with  a  fafcinat- 
ing  deportment;  it  may  not  be  amifs  to  confi- 
der  him  as  the  greater  and  more  infidious  cham¬ 
pion  of  infidelity,  and  to  endeavour  to  deduce 
the  fhort  claim  of  fallacious  reafoning,  which 
conducts  him  from  a  wavering  fcepticifm,  to  a 
downright  rejedtion  of  revealed  religion. 

The  firft  objection,  which  is  generally  ftarted 
on  this  fubjedt,  is  againft  miracles,  the  proba¬ 
bility  of  which,  is  combated  from  the  uniform 
laws  of  nature,  and  the  truth  of  which,  is  un¬ 
confirmed  by  the  immediate  evidence  of  the  fen- 
fes.  Mr.  Hume,  in  his  eflay  on  miracles,  con- 
fiders  the  teftimony  of  unbiafled  hiflorians,  as 
infufficient  to  eftablifh  a  violation  of  the  laws  of 
Nature,  As  the  latter  to  our  fenfes  feem  invio¬ 
lable,  he  contends  that  nothing  which  tends  to 
invalidate  them  can  reafonably  be  admitted,  but 
on  the  convidtion  of  thefe  fenfes.  Hifloric  tefti¬ 
mony,  however  ftrong  and  impartial,  according 
to  his  opinion,  is  lefs  to  be  depended  upon  in 
this  cafe,  than  uniform  experience.  Dr*  Camp¬ 
bell,  in  his  differtation  on  miracles,  has  fuccefs- 
fully  detedled  the  fallacy  of  Hume’s  argument, 
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by  obferving,  that,  teftirtnony  hath  a  natural  in¬ 
fluence  on  belief  antecedent  to  experience ;  that, 
moreover,  the  uniformity  of  experience  in  favor 
of  any  fa<ft,  is  no  proof  againft  its  being  re- 
verfed  in  a  fingle  inftance ;  that,  the  evidence 
of  even  one  man  of  known  veracity  is  fufficient 
to  eftablifh  a  belief  in  fuch  reverfion ;  and  that 
the  concordant  teftimony  of  thoufands  of  ap¬ 
proved  integrity,  fwayed  by  no  motives  of  am¬ 
bition,  lucre,  or  other  advantage,  but  liable  on 
its  account  to  perfecution,  and  death,  would  (if 
falfe,  according  to  Mr.  Hume’s  mode  of  argu¬ 
ing)  be  a  Wronger  violation  of  man’s  natural 
and  uniform  conftitution,  than  thofe  miracles, 
which  it  attefts,  are  violations  againft  the  laws 
of  nature. 

The  expanfion  of  Hume’s  argument,  of  which 
the  above  is  a  mere  compendious  abridgment, 
has  frequently  been  fuccefsful  on  weak  minds, 
which  are  not  able  to  comprehend  any  thing, 
but  through  immediate  perception.  As  true  re¬ 
ligion,  however,  can  never  be  eftablifhed  on 
earth,  but  with  the  afliftance  of  miracles,  his 
exertions  are  direbled  equally  againft  all  religion, 
-uniupported  by  a  conftant  repetition  of  them; 
and  this  he  knew  muft  be  impoffible,  for  a  con¬ 
tinual  violation  of  the  laws  of  nature  becomes, 

in 
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in  courfe  of  time,  no  violation  at  all,  and  what 
at  krtl  was  a  real  miracle,  by  a  regular  fuc- 
ceflion  Is  an  ordinary  event* 

From  a  difbelief  of  miracles,  tire  fceptk  con- 
fequently  proceeds  to  a  difbelief  of  revealed  re¬ 
ligion,  for  when  the  foundation  is  conftdered  as 
falfe,  the  ftructure  cannot  be  fecure.  Here* 
therefore,  he  commences  Delft,  and  if  he  is  fa- 
fished  with  his  own  progrefs,  is  content  to  pro- 

-  i,  js  .  .!  »* '  i  f  •  ' 

fefs  a  Deity,  of  whole  attributes  and  nature  he 
is  altogether  ignorant.  From  this -rant  of  infi¬ 
delity,  the  mifanthropic  mind  frequently  de~ 
fcends  toatheifm;  when  chriftianky  is  rejected 
•as  too  fimple,  and  contracted  in  its  operations, 
the  profefhon  of  deifm  offers  no  better  profpect 
with  its  complex,  and  imaginary  foundations* 
Such  a  mind,  impelled  by  melancholy  and  mis¬ 
fortunes,  argues  the  impoffihility  of  a  divine 
providence,  calls  off  all  dependence  on,  and  fi¬ 
nally  avows  the  inexi hence  of,  a  Deity.  A  man 

of  this  difpofitiori  is  no  more  dangerous  to  the 

« 

community,  than  the  iofenfible  voluptuary,  fmcc 
perhaps  from  the  fear  of  benefiting  them,  he 
would  never  attempt  to  convert  others  to  his 
own  opinions:  And  though  it  muft  be  owned, 
that  many  other  caches  befides  mi  fan  th ropy 
have  produced  atheifm,  and  that  many  a  bitter 
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enemy  to  religion  has  been  a  profefled  atheift:* 
yet  the  infidel,  whom  I  confider  as  the  moftf 
dangerous,  is  he,  who  has  rejedfced  as  vifionary 
the  evidence  of  chriftianity,  and  whofe  innate: 
underftanding  ftill  impells  him  to  the  belief  of 
an  univerfal  and  omnipotent  Creator  **  If  we 
inlpeft  a  little  into  the  world,  we  may  obferve 
that  all  the  fpeculative  arguments  of  the  deift 
do  lefs  mifchief  to  the  caufe  of  religion,  than 
his  more  modern  ironical  Iheer,  and  indirect  in- 

*The  chief  feafon,  which  I  can  affign,  for  this  opinion. 
Is  grounded  on  that  undeniable  axiom  of  logick,  that 
what  proves  too  much,  proves  nothing*  The  fophiftry  of 
the  deift  is  exerted  to  prove,  that  the  difpenfation  of  Chrift 
is  an  impofture;  that  of  the  atheift,  to  overturn  all  re¬ 
ligion.  Mankind  are  lefs  ftartled  at  the  opinions  of  the 
former,  which  are  urged  with  fo  much  infidious  plaufibi- 
lity,  than  at  thofe  of  the  latter,  of  which  all  vifible  ob¬ 
jects  are  an  infurmountable  refutation.  Of  any  thing  we 
we  would  rather  iofe  a  part,  than  a  whole,  and  natural 
religion,  which  is  incompatible  with  atheilm,  is  ftill  open 
to  a  man  who  has  embraced  the  wide  and  unfathomable 
tenets  of  deifm.  It  is  poffible  to  imagine  the  fyftem  of 
Chriftianity  as  a  human  impofture,  but  to  believe  that  the 
heavens  and  the  earth  are  human  inventions,  I  believe  no 
one  will  be  tempted*  The  difficulty  of  enforcing  convic¬ 
tion,  on  this  eftential  point,  has  obliged  atheifts  to  fuppofe 
that  they  were  formed  by  a  fortuitous  concourfe  of  atoms : 
this  hypothecs  however  is  undone  by  the  manifeft  defign 
and  order  difplayed  through  the  whole  creation. 

finuations; 
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Satiations;  the  former  may  eafily  be  refuted  and 
expofed,  but  who  can  dd  away  the  force  of  a 
contemptuous  ridicule?  When  to  a  chara&er 
like  this,  are  joined  talents  the  moil  confpicuous, 
and  moral  behaviour  the  moil  rigid,  who  can 
anfwer  for  the  influence,  which  this  terrible  per- 
verfion  of  learning  and  virtue  may  have  on  the 
inconflderate  and  ignorant?  Few  will  take  the 
trouble  of  enquiring,  what  motives  can  caufe 
any  one  to  fet  up  his  own  knowledge  again#  the 
opinions  and  cuiloms  of  eighteen  centuries !  and 
the  majority  of  thofe  thus  inert,  will  naturally 
fuppoie,  that  fo  great  abilities,  attended  by  fo 
much  perfonal  good  conduft,  cannot  be  mifap- 
plied  to  a  wrong  end ;  this  unhappy  deception 
will  be  flrengthened,  when  they  perceive  that 
the  impreflion,  which  ridicule  never  fails  to 
make  on  the  mind,  cannot  be  erafed  by  the  fe- 
rious  arguments  of  reafon,  truth,  and  religion. 

Libertinifm,  mifanthropy,  pride  and  an  arro¬ 
gating  felf-conceit,  though  heavy  charges,  are 
I  believe  the  main  fprings  of  infidelity :  The 
voluptuary  becomes  a  free-thinker,  the  mi  fan  - 
thrope  an  atheifl,  and  the  man  of  real  abilities 
and  uncorrupted  morals,  is  often  tempted  to  re¬ 
commend  himfelf  to  the  world  bv  the  eccentric 

* 

Angularity  of  his  opinions,  and  the  bold  attempt 
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of  combating  the  principles  of  an  eftablifhed 
religion.  Like  the  wretch,  who  fet  fire  to  Di¬ 
ana's  temple  at  Ephefus,  he  wiihes  to  perpe¬ 
tuate  his  name  by  the  ruin  of  what  has  been 
the  admiration  of  ages.  Subjects  which  em¬ 
ployed  the  clafficpens  of  an  Addifon,  or  a  John- 
fon  are  either  too  common  or  too  low  for  the  ex¬ 
ertions  of  his  fuperior  abilities.  A  proftitution 
of  the  female  perfon,  when  it  arifes  from  want, 
is  intrinficaliy  blameable,  but  appears  guiltlefs, 
when  compared  to  a  proftitution,  which  facri- 
fices  at  the  ihrine  of  vanity  to  the  daemon  of  in¬ 
fidelity,  the  effefe  of  learning,  the  gift  of  ge¬ 
nius,  and  even  the  character  of  virtue. 

It  has  been  the  cuftom  of  many  of  thofe  wri¬ 
ters,  to  take  every  opportunity  of  warning  their 
readers  againft  the  errors  of  fuperftidon.  This 
advice,  if  accompanied  by  an  accurate  and  true 
definition  of  the  failing,  which  they  fo  viru¬ 
lently  attack,  might  be  an  acceptable  prefent  to 
every  one;  fince,  though  the  prefent  age  is  not 
given  to  any  indulgence  this  way,  it  is  imparti¬ 
ble  to  he  too  much  on  the  guard  againft  any 
bigoted  infirmity.  But  it  is  much  to  be  feared, 
that  under  the  difgraceful  name  of  fuperftidon, 
they  attack  that  worthy  piety,  which  confifts 
in  a  regular  attendance  at  divine  warfhip,  and 
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which  from  the  pure  dictates  of  charity,  incul¬ 
cates  to  the  ignorant  and  poor,  the  precepts 
of  the  gofpel.  This  practice  they  infinuate  as 
fuperftitious,  fince  it  carries  in  their  opinion  be¬ 
yond  the  point  of  neceffity  the  practical  duties 
of  religion.  *  “  We  muft  take  the  world”  fay 
they,  <c  as  we  find  it;  reformation  is  not  the  hufmejs 
of  individuals ,  and  we  are  commended  not  to  he  re - 
ligious  overmuch .  Yet  thefe  admonitions  are  contrary 
to  every  maxim  in  human  affairs ;  in  arts  and  letters 
the  moft  confummate  models  are  held  out  to  imitation . 
We  never  hear  any  one  cautioned  againft  becoming 
too  wife ,  too  learned ,  or  too  rich ;  Zeal  in  bufmefs 
is  accounted  commendable ;  in  friendfhip ,  it  is  amiable ; 
in  all  the  per ifhing  concerns  of  earthly  things ,  it  is 
extolled ,  as  exhibiting  marks  of  a  fprightly  temper 9 
and  a  vigorous  mind.  Strange  that  to  be  fervent  in 
Jpirit  fioould  only  be  dijhonorable  in  that  fingle  in - 
fiance ,  which  fioould feem  to  demand  unremitting  dili¬ 
gence,  and  unextinguifioed  worth  l” 

In  a  work,  where  we  fee  a  propofition,  however 
bold  or  impious,  openly  laid  down,  and  fairly 
argued,  if  we  abhor  the  opinions,  we  at  leaft 

*  See  “  Thoughts  on  the  manners  of  the  great;”  the  pe~ 
i;ufal  of  which  will  caufe  every  reader  to  thank  me  for  re¬ 
ferring  to  it.  The  paifage  marked  in  Italics  is  taken 
from  it. 

admire 
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admire  the  candor  of  the  writer ;  we  apprehend 
danger,  and  fecure  ourfelves  accordingly.  But 
when  in  the  difcuflion  of  a  common  fubjecl  we 
difcover  religion  to  be  fecretly  ridiculed,  how¬ 
ever  poignant  or  witty  fuch  ridicule  may  be  con¬ 
trived,  we  equally  deteft  the  principles,  the  dif- 
ingenuoufhefs,  and  the  cunning  of  fuch  a  fnake. 
To  conclude:  with  regard  to  the  motives,  which 
induce  deifts  to  publifh  their  religious  creeds 
to  the  world,  I  allure  my  readers  that  I  linccrely 
believe,  none  were  ever  influenced  by  the  cha¬ 
ritable  hope  of  benefiting  mankind  j  but,  on  the 
contrary,  that,  like  the  Arabian  impoltor,  they 
imagined  rnoft  glory  might  be  won  by  the  fub- 
jfHtution  of  a  profane  religion,  on  the  ruins  of 
a  divine  one.  Yet  thanks  to  that  intelligent 
Being,  who  has,  and  ever  will,  defeat  the  end  of 
luch  diabolical  ambition,  fuch  fyftematic  ma- 
lignity ! 
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On  a  Lady's  flaying  the  Messiah, 

’Twas  Harmony,  ye  facred  Nine, 

That  bade  ye  to  the  Earth  incline, 

Eliza  touch’d  the  Eyres 
Heaven  foon  caught  th’  infpiring  Sound, 

And,  as  from  Infpiration,  found 
Itfelf  exalted  higher. 

The  loftieft  Theme,  her  Fancy  fir’d. 

Of  Heaven  fhe  fung,  by  Heaven  infpir’d. 

The  Atheift  trembling  heard; 

In  ev’ry  Look,  a  Heaven  exprefs’d. 

In  ev’ry  Note,  a  God  confefs’d. 

He  felt  the  Charm,  and  fear’d* 

From  Doubts  by  Harmony  releas’d. 

His  Faith  with  Harmony  encreas’d. 

And  bleffc  th’  Eternal  Caufe. 

Cecilia  jealoufly  furvey’d. 

The  Conqueft  which  Eliza  made 

Y  et  breath’d  unmeant  Applaufe, 

If 
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If  to  Cecilla^s  foft-Inipiring  Worth, 

That  call’d  an  erring  Angel  to  the  Earth, 
Such  lafting  Fame  be  given! 

Then,  fure,  Eliza  claims  fuperior  Praife, 
Who  by  perfbafive  Harmony  could  raife 
The  AtheifPs  Soul  to  Heaven, 
f  A  Z 
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’’’Hv  nv?s  aXXx  &£?*)$,  w»  srXSriof 

12  jwovfj  Iv  cravJwv  o’.nT-goc,  b  ajktyrr&giiiq* 

*Oq  tote  joofj'  yrgvcSai  hjva.{xvv9  iraroT  ho'sev  Etp^ov* 
ifi/¥  S'’o7r«rf  ^t.5  I'vvttfxai,  to t*  £^*>„ 

a$9&. 

So  poor,  wh<*n  young— fo  much  enrich’d. 

My  haptefs  lot  fsems  quite  bewitch’d. 

Onfce  Money  ne’er  came  nigh  my  touch* 

* 

Nov/ 1  can’t  ufc  it,  who’s  fo  much  ? 

/ 

A  H  E  misfortune  which  the  Greek  Epigram- 
matift  feems  to  think  peculiarly  cruel  to  himfeli, 
is,  by  fad  experience  we  find}  but  too  common 
a  lot  amongft  Mankind.  A  Iketch  of  modem 
manners  reprefents  to  us  a  crowd  of  murmurs 
joining  in  the  fame  complaint  ,  whilft  from  their 
cradles  Money,  dear  Money,  is  the  theme  of 
their  reiterated  wifh,  and  the  even  prefent  Idol 

Qt- 
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of  their  adoration.  After  a  chafe,  which  lafted 
them  two  thirds  of  their  life,  through  the  plough¬ 
ed  fields  of  human  toil,  with  hedges  of  trouble, 
and  ditches  of  fadnefs,  perpetually  intervening 
to  diverfify,  rather  than  alleviate  the  labours  of 
their  purfuit;  at  length,  heartily  tired  of  their 
fport,  they  ken  the  dear  object  of  their  affec¬ 
tion,  and,  if  they  may  be  numbered  among 
Fortune’s  favorites,  find  themfelves  in  at  the 
death.  To  drop  the  metaphor,  by  the  time  our 
fedulous  old  fellov/s  are  pretty  w?ell  fhaped  for 
their  coffins,  they  find  themfelves  poffefTed  of 
an  handfome  fortune,  and  now  think  of  devot¬ 
ing  the  remainder  of  their  years  to  the  pleafures 
of  a  life  of  eafe  and  retirement.  But  this  is 
an  imaginary  draught  of  their  own  delineating ; 
they  are  grown  too  old  to  have  a  relifh  for  all 
they  once  have  longed  for,  thofe  d'elicits  which 
tantalized  their  youth,  and  which,  could  they 
then  have  caught  them,  might  have  rendered 
them  happy,  have  now  loft  their  enticements ; 
in  fhort,  they  are  precifely  in  the  fame  deplorable 
cafe  with  the  murmurateur  in  my  motto,  in  youth 
when  he  could  have  enjoyed  the  bleffmgs  of  life, 
he  had  not  wherewith  to  procure  them,  and  now, 
when  this  is  in  his  power,  he  has  no  defire  for 
them.  A  true  reprefentation  of  the  ftate  of 
human  life,  where,  if  happinefs  is  to  be  met 

with. 
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with,  it  is  a  cure  to  our  miferies,  for  which, 
no  recipe  Hands  prefcribed,  and  a  jewel  fo  rarely 
to  be  found,  that  the  wifeft  are  liable  to  mifs  of 
it.  But  if  an  old  man  thus  circumftanced  feems 
peculiarly  unfortunate,  and  envioufly  feleffed 
as  a  candidate  for  Happinefs,  let  us  put  the  life 
of  his  heir  to  the  trial,  cleared  from  thofe  ob- 
ftrudtions  which  impeded  the  hoped  for  prof- 
peri  ty  of  his  Father,  he  has  it  in  his  power  to 
give  the  coy  maid  an  home  attack,  what  pro- 
grefs  he  makes  in  his  addreffes  the  event  will 
make  manifeft,  I  fear  they  will  prove  but  little 
favorable  to  his  pretenfions.  He  is  born  while 
his  father  is  accumulating  his  fortune,  educated 
according  to  the  flattering  profpedt  his  parent’s 
prefent  circumffances  afford,  and,  at  length, 
left  heir  to  an  ample  fum  free  from  every  in¬ 
cumbrance,  and  mafter  of  himfelf  independent  of 
the  richeft  and  moft  powerful.  I  need  not  add, 
his  fltuation  though  it  may  create  envy,  will 
caufe  refpeft  in  his  neighbours,  and  command 
the  attentive  behaviour  of  all  he  is  acquainted 
with.  He  is  now  at  the  criterion  of  his  deftiny, 
and  like  another  Hercules,  it  is  now  that  Virtue 
and  Vice  prefent  themfelves  as  candidates  to 
him,  and  feek  his  favour,  the  one  by  open  pro- 
feffions  of  her  future  benefits,  the  other  in  fawn¬ 
ing  whifpers  of  what  fire  means  not  to  perform ; 
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but  here  the  fimilltude  vanlfhes ;  regardlefs  of 
the  example  of  Alcides,  he  fuffers  himfelf  to 
be  wheedled  into  the  embraces  of  vice,  and 
commences  his  career  in  all  the  expence  of  mo¬ 
dern  luxury,  a  devotee  to  fafhion,  and  a  blind 
martyr  to  the  approximation  of  his  own  ruin. 
To  mention  gaming  and  horfe-racing  as  necef- 
fary  appendages  to  the  routine  of  modifh  amufe- 
ments,  is  perfectly  fuperfluous ;  the  picture  is 
too  common  not  to  be  known,  and  prefents  it- 
felf  but  too  naturally  to  the  mind  a  finilhed 
piece.  As  long  as  the  golden  ftream  continues 
to  flow,  he  finds  a  friend  in  every  man  he  meets, 
is  flattered,  cajoled,  praifed  from  morn  to  night, 
nor  is  the  Important  queiiion  of  who  is  he  ?** 
ever  thought  of  till  the  vane  which  turns  but  with 
a  favourable  wind,  at  laft  Hands  Hill,  and  then  *tis, 
no  one  knows  him.  By  this  time  the  gentleman 
is  equally  fenfible  of  die  infincerity  of  his  new- 
made  friends  and  the  enormity  of  his  own  folly. 
But  in  die  mean  while,  where  is  to  be  found  that 
happinefs,  which  feemed  to  invite  him  to  her 
arms?  From  the  moment  he  dallied  into  life 
to  the  inftant  of  his  downfal,  no  fuch  being  can 
be  difcerned  among  his  numerous  acquaintance. 
She  indeed  feldom  refides  among  the  circle  of 
the  great,  where  the  fatigue  of  vifiting,  and  the 
toil  pf  routs,  plays,  and  all  the  etceteras  of 
,  high 
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high  life,  rob  them  of  all  fecial  pleafures, 
and  plunge  the  fond  vidtims  in  the  rapid  eddies 
of  Fafhion:  Among  fuch,  as  yet,  he  has  beat 
his  route,  and  as  he  has  tailed  of  the  luxuries 
which  fall  to  their  ihare,  he  has  alfo  been  de¬ 
barred  from  the  blefiings  they  find  themfelves 
deprived  of.  A  lower  ilage  now  calls  him  to 
adlion  j  it  is  not  his  lot,  like  the  fortunate  Pickle, 
to  have  a  fecond  hoard  entrufled  to  his  care; 
were  it  fo,  his  dear-bought  experience  might 
perhaps  ferve  as  an  helm  to  fleer  him  through 
the  reil  of  this  anxious  courfe,  and  after  a  fine 
and  pleafant  voyage,  condudt  him  fafe  into  har¬ 
bour. — But  alas!  how  many  are  there  who  never 
know  what  it  is  to  have  money  ?  Fortune  mufl 
■adl  a  partial  part  indeed,  to  fhower  two  eflates 
on  one  man,  whilfl  fhe  is  rejedling  the  prayers 
of  thoufands,  whofe  requefls  are  truly  modefl, 
and  confined  to  a  wifh  for  a  fmall  and  trifling 
portion.  We  now  fee  our  youth  reduced  to  the 
horrors  of  labor,  and  doomed  by  his  own  in- 
confideracy  to  become  fubfervient  to  thole,  who 
have  in  their  turn  oft  bowed  and  fcraped  before 
him ;  to  adapt  one’s-felf  to  hard  labor  after  a  life 
of, luxury,  to  banifli  the  reflection  of  all  our  pafl 
gay  fcenes,  and  remain  intent  on  the  fubjedl  of 
our  workmanfhip,  mufl  be  a  difficult  talk ;  but 
to  afTociate  with  thofe,  we  ffiould  once  have 

looked 
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looked  on  in  fo  inferior  a  light,  and  fcholars, 
nor  devoid  of  tade  ourfelves,  to  be  fubje&ed  to 
the  converfation  of  Nature’s  felf-taught  brood— 
this  is  indeed  an  hardfhip  which  few  in  his  con¬ 
dition  could  find  it  in  their  hearts  to  encounter, 
much  fewer,  if  once  prepoffefTed  againft  it,  could 
overcome;  and  yet  this  is  a  date,  which  the 
mod  affluent  are  liable  to  be  reduced  to ;  fo  fickle 
are  the  durations,  fo  frequent  the  changes  of 
human  life,  that  little,  very  little  dependance 
can  be  placed  in  prefent  appearances ;  and  daily 
experience  tells  us,  that  neither  the  pomp  of 
outward  ilrow  is  to  be  relied  on,  nor  the  tongue 
of  envy  to  be  credited.  If  our  hero  can  not 
fubmit  with  patience  to  this  mortifying  neceffity, 
what  is  the  alternative?  Goaded  in  his  confci- 
ence  at  the  retrolpedt  of  all  thofe  fcenes  of  folly, 
which  make  up  the  view  of  his  pair  conduct,  his 
rnind  becomes  overclouded,  but  what  are  his 
fenfations  when  he  looks  forward  ?  here  a  feries 
of  misfortunes  without  hope  of  alleviation,  pre- 
fents  itfelf  to  his  didracted  mind ;  one  perpetual 
round  of  poverty,  and  diffrefs  from  the  moment 
he  darts,  to  die  time  of  his  death.  His  fortune 
fpent,  his  friends  (but  fuch  men  merit  not  the 
name)  deaf  to  his  entreaties,  his  relations  dead, 
poor,  unpitied,  he  knows  not  whither  to  fly  for 
fhelter,  till  his  mifery  becomes  no  longer  able 

to 
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to  remain  in  contact  with  the  natural  gloom  of 
an  Englifh  diipofftion,  and  his  laft  care  is  to 
obtain  a  loaded  piftol— here  let  us  drop  the  cur¬ 
tain,  to  fcreen  an  object  from  our  fight  whofe 
affliction  awakens  our  pity,  and  (huts  out  the  re¬ 
membrance  of  his  paid  conduct,  while  it  holds 
forth  the  laft  dread  fcene  of  his  life,  clad  in  all 
its  horrors.  If  Religion  had  ever  died  her  kind 
influence  on  his  youthful 1  mind,  it  might  have 
proved  a  balm  to  heal  the  laft  rent  of  his  mental 
illnefs;  but  his  parents,  too  much  addicted  to 
the  mania  of  getting  money,  had  probably  neg- 
ledted  this,  the  moil  effential  part  of  their  Ton’s 
education ;  or  perhaps  what  little  of  religious 
knowledge  he  imbibed  from  their  lips,  was  Town 
upon  a  barren  foil,  where  it  took  a  feeble  root, 
and  became  quite  choaked  in  the  days  of  his 
affluence;  or  had  fome  good  friend  laid  open  to 
him  thofe  facred  volumes,  which  inftruft:  us 
•how  to  live,  and  by  the  blefted  example  they 
afford  us  for  our  pattern,  will  ever  prevent  thofe 
from  laying  rafh  hands  on  themfelves,  who 
ftudy  and  regard  them ;  had  fuch  been  his  cafe, 
he  would  not  have  rufhed  into  the  prefence  of 
the  Almighty  with  all  his  imperfections  on  his 
head,  but  by  the  precepts  of  the  former,  or  by 
the  joint  force  of  precept  and  example  in  the 

latter,  have  been  lhatched  from  the  brink  of 

**»..-  ■  ‘  .  ....  . 
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that  precipice,  to  the  horrors  of  which  fo  many 
of  our  unhappy  countrymen  give  themfelves  up 
defpairing  victims  3  when  reflc&ion  has  yielded 
up  the  fway  fhe  had  over  them,  nor  longer 
\vhifpers  that  by  flying  from  worldly  evils,  they 
run  the  rifk  of  bringing  down  accumulated  pain 
.upon  their  head,  and  plunging  themfelves  into 
a  flats  of  endlefs  punifhment. 

In  neither  of  thefe  examples  is  the  objeft  of 
our  fearch  to  be  met  with  3  whither  then  fhall 
we  go  to  feek  her?  In  the  higher  ftages  of  life 
fhe  is  not 3  and  among  the  lower.  Penury,  I  fear, 
holds  men  with  too  tight  a  grafp  for  them  even 
to  enjoy  the  fweets  of  Happinefs  :  the  life  of  a 
Shepherd  has  long  been  fung,  as  a  feene  of 
blifs  unknown  to  other  ranks  of  life  3  but  the 
laurels  of  Paftoral  feem  to  have  drooped  their 
once  gay  heads,  and  like  thofe  they  crowned, 
are  known  no  more.  This  felicity  of  fhepherds, 
I  fufpedb,  has  ever  been  confined  to  the  Poet’s 
brain,  and  all  the  deferiptions  of  their  elyfian 
feenes,  are  rather  the  exaggerated  fables  of  a 
fond,  enraptured  bard,  than  an  account  of  the 
true  ftate  of  paftoral  affairs.  ,  At  prefent,  we 
are  not  to  look  for  happinefs  among  this  clafs ; 
the  profeffion  of  tending  fheep  is  much  declined 
in  its  fame  frnce  the  days  of  Parisj  Taffo,  in¬ 
deed. 
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deed,  paints  a  fhepherd  and  his  family  prettily, 
with  whom  the  lovely  Erminia  takes  refuge, 
but T ado  was  a  poet,  and  fkdion,  every  one 
knows,  is  the  foul  of  poetry.  In  France  the 
peafants  are  too  poor  to  be  happy ;  in  mod  parts 
of  Italy  they  are  much  better  off,  but  know  not, 
I  am  afraid,  the  fummum  bonum  \  and  if  we  may 
judge  from  one  of  their  proverbs,  Nel  mordo  non 
e  felice^  Je  non  quel  che  muone  in  fajcie>  (there  is 
no  one  happy  in  this  world  but  he  that  dies  in 
his  fwaddling  clothes)  the  modern  Romans  en¬ 
tertain  no  very  fanguine  expe<5tations  of  worldly 
Jiappinefs.  It  is  but  five  years  that  the  peafants 
of  Germany  have  been  refcued  from  a  date  of 
vaffalage,  and  thoufands  of  them  are  dill  op- 
preffed  to  keep  up  the  dately  magnificence  of 
their  petty  Princes.  The  Lazzaroni  of  Naples 
are  at  once  an  indance  of  the  mifery  incident  to 
human  nature,  and  the  bad  policy  of  a  govern¬ 
ment  in  this  refbeT  equally  injudicious  and  un¬ 
feeling.  In  Prudia  every  poor  man  that  has 
more  fons  than  one  is  liable  to  have  the  furplus 
clapt  into  the  army,  and  they  are  didinguidied 
by  badges,  as  future  vifrims  to  the  unprecedent¬ 
ed  feverity  of  their  country’s  difcipline.  The 
rich  fheep-walks  of  Spain  boad  rather  of  the 
finenefs  of  their  wool,  than  the  profperous  date 
of  their  inhabitants.  In  diort,  not  our  own 

Shep- 
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Shepherds,  and  they  are  on  a  better  footing  than 
the  people  of  any  other  Country  I  am  acquaint¬ 
ed  with,  (the  peafants  of  Switzerland  may  per¬ 
haps  be  allowed  to  divide  the  palm  with  them) 
£an  boaft  of  that  rural  blifs,  which  favoring  poets 
have  attributed  to  them,  or  profefs  themfelves 
in  a  fituation  fo  contented,  that  they  never  drop 
a  tear  on  humming  up  their  wants,  or  waft  an 
envious  figh  towards  the  fplendid  manfions  of 
fheir  noble  neighbours. 

It  is  plain  that  happinefs  is  confined  to  no 
particular  clafs;  and  from  the  examples  here 
given  a  great  fortune  often  proves  an  expedient 
diametrically  oppofite  in  its  efffedts,  to  what  is 
expected;,  it  is  equally  certain  that  where  cc  mo¬ 
ney  is  the  itandard  of  t{ie  value  of  all  the  ne- 
eeffaries  and  accommodations  of  life;’7  no  one 
can  live  without  it,  a  competent  fhare,  there¬ 
fore,  of  riches  is  abfolutely  requifite  to  place  a 

*  *  *■  r  •  3 

man  in  a  comfortable  fituation,  and  hand  the 
corner  ftone  of  his  happinefs  in  life.  But  this 
acquifition  however  necefiary  a  flep,  is  by  no 
means  the  only  machine  which  muff  work  our 
prosperity*  a  naturally  good  and  kind  difpofition, 
improved  byapolifhed  education,  ftrengthened 
bv  our  connection  with  men  of  fenfo,  and  foften- 
ed  by  our  intercourfe  with  women  of  delicacy 
and  gentle  manners,  is ‘what’  adapts  us'  to  that 
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ftate  we  look  for ;  thus  equipped*  our  pretenft- 
ons  feem  no  ways  ill  founded,  a  man .  of  the 
above  ftamp  is  certainly  entitled  to  happinefs, 
and  if  he  fucceeds  not,  it  will  be  owing  to  his 
want  of  judgment  in  the  feledlion  of  his  friends, 
not  to  any  defedl  in  his  own  fituation. 

To  whom  can  Riches  give  Repute,  or  Truft, 
Content,  or  Pleafure;  but  the  Good  and  Juft? 

Pope, 

Matrimony  is  the  wreath  which  mult  grace 
his  fmile-decked  brow  to  round  the  fum  of  his 
blifs  :  in  the  arms  of  a  fine  and  virtuous  woman 
he  will  find  himfelf  in  a  ftate  of  paradife,  which 
nothing  but  a  loving  and  beloved  progeny  can 
enhance  the  value  of,  nothing  can  impair  but 
that  cruel  ftroke  which  fooner  or  later  mufc  fever 
him  from  all  this  hoard  of  fweets. 

Pallida  mors  rvquo  pulfat  pede  pauper um 
Regwnque  turres . 

With  certain  ftep  along  the  beaten  way, 

The  King  of  Terrors  ftalks  in  quell  of  prey. 

The  happy  man  can’t  deprecate  his  blow, 

The  wretch’s  prayer  ftill  finds  his  pace  too  flow. 

But  onward  preffing  to  the  deftin’d  fpot, 

He  blends  impartial  in  the  common  lot 
The  Monarch’s  palace,  and  the  Peafant’s  cot. 


c 


A  MODERN  SENATOR. 


ONCE,  Billy  Mum,  fatigu’d  with  ruftic  fare* 
Refolv’d  to  breathe  a  little  London  air ; 

A  Tquire  he  was,  by  ev’ry  clown  ador’d. 

And  generous  adlions  mark’d  him  for  their  lord* 
Having  of  late  in  Fortune’s  favor  grown. 

He  fix’d  to  come  with  fome  eclat  to  T own- — 
PofTefs’d  of  ev’ry  requifite  of  art. 

To  play  with  credit  fome  more  noble  part. 
Exalted  projects  waver’d  in  his  fight. 

And  fill’d  his  foul  ambitious,  with  delight. 
’Twas  whenEle&ion  with  fubverted  laws 
W as  felling  members  to  fupport  their  caufe« 
Mum’s  bofom  burnt  for  patriotic  fame. 

He  long’d  his  Country’s  Glory  to  reclaim. 

So  Billy  bought  a  members  honor’d  name. 
Arriv’d  in  T own,  he  keeps  his  coach  and  four. 
An  open  cellar,  an  attractive  whore— 

(Who  too  defirous  pants  to  raife  his  fame. 

Will  feldom  fcruple  how  he  gains  a  name,) 
E’en  fo  with  Mum,  befet  by  all  degrees, 

(And  fmce  his  chief  dependance  was  to  pleafe) 
His  foie  endeavour  was  each  tafte  to  hit. 

The  Peer,  the  Scholar,  Moralift,  and  Wit. 

No  difh  was  grudg’d,  nor  wine  to  crown  the  bowl. 
To  charm  the  epicure,  or  jovial  foul; 

And  few  his  guefts,  who  cou’d  with  juftice  fay. 
We  dine  in  common  as  we’ve  din’d  to  day.” 

If  more  refin’d,  a  friend  fhou’d  figh  for  love. 
He  kept  a  female  antidote  above. 

He  prais’d  the  fawning  Courtier  for  his  eafe. 

And  all  his  tales  of  Court  were  fure  to  pleafe. 

Net; 
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Nor  did  the  Lawyer  vainly  plead  his  caufe, 
Tho'jufticelift'ningblufh’d,  Mum  gave  applaufe* 
But  firft  of  all,  ye  patriotic  few, 

His  chief  delight  is  center'd  moll  in  you ; 

Your  zeal  for  public  intereft  cou’d  charm, 
Altho'  you  promife,  what  you  ne'er  perform. 
With  fuch  plann’d  policy,  and  friends  like  thefe3 
No  mortal  lure  was  better  form’d  to  pleafes 
Fed  with  the  comforts  of  domeftic  life. 

Without  the  teazing  humours  of  a  wife, 
Companions  {lock’d  in  numbers  to  his  board. 
Where  unoonftrain'd  each  adted  as  the  lord. 

Such  conduct  made  the  country  member  known, 
And  gain'd  him  admiration  thro'  the  town. 

But  where's  the  pen,  with  juftice  can  defcribe 
The  'fquire,  among  the  fenatorial  tribe  ! 

With  fapient  look,  and  philofophic  face. 

He  entering  made  his  bow,  and  took  his  place* 
With  long- wrote  fpeeches,  bufinefs  ne'er  delay'd. 
For  Aye,  and  No,  were  ail  the  words  he  faid. 
And  if,  by  chance ,  the  intereft  of  the  State 
Shou’d  urge  the  patriots  to  a  warm  debate. 
Mum  fat  in  filence,  heard  each  fide  contend,  1 
Extoll’d,  in  private  him  who  gain’d  his  end,  > 
And  thus  he  won,  but  never  loft  a  friend,  j 
But  when,  as  was  moft  frequently  the  cafe, 

A  patriot  rofe  with  laughable  grimace. 

Told  witty  ftories,  to  create  applaufe, 

And  crofs  the  efforts  in  the  public  caufe. 

He  feldom  mov'd  a  mufcle  till  'twas  o'er. 
Then  if  his  intereft  fmil’d,  he  laugh'd  the  more* 
His  ftridl  attendance,  (for  his  pride  was  great 
In  being  efteem’d  attentive  to  the  State) 
Engag’d  the  gen'ral  eye,  while  moft  declare. 
They  never  faw  fuch  ftrift  attention  there* 

'  But 
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But  all  allow’d  him  merits  fince  he  came. 
Whether  he  fpoke,  or  not,  ’twas  all  the  fame. 
For  modern  days  have  feen  fuch  ftubborn  brutes, 
Which  only  golden  rhetoric  confutes^ 

In  all  the  foam  of  patriotic  zeal, 

Roar  for  the  intereft  of  the  public  weal. 

Till  with  fuch  dear  ideal  plans  elate. 

They  lofe  their  reafon,  and  opprefs  the  State— - 
But  Mum,  refolv’d  they  never  fhou’d  complain^ 
He  rofe  and  nodded,  then  fat  down  again. 
Long  had  he  hop’d  to  tickle  from  his  Grace 
Some  moderate  fineeure,  or  wealthy  place. 

But  then  his  wifhes  were  in  bows  convey’d. 
And  one  kind  imile  his  courtefy  repaid. 

But  now  he  {trikes  at  general  applaufe. 

And  dares  infpedl  the  merit  of  each  caufe;  .  ‘ 
Dares  praife  the  Minifter  in  long  debate. 

Swear  black  is  white  to  compliment  the  Hate. 

In  fuch  like  fervice,  having  pafs’d  fome  years. 
He  died  rewarded  in  the  Houfe  of  Peers, 

f  ' 
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The  remarks  of  Logophilos  art  fo  frequently  met  with  in 
the  Daily  Papers ,  that  it  would  be  needlefs  to  repeat  them 
in  the  T rifier. 

Monitor  on  loquacity,  talks  too  fajl  to  be  rationally  aU 
tended  to. 

I fmcerely  thank  Severus  for  his  admonition ,  but  mufl 
afture  hhn  that  I  have  enemies  enough  to  give  my  foibles  to 
the  world \  without  publijhing  them  myfelft 
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To  Timothy  T  ouch  s  t  o 


S  I  R, 


A  HERE  are  in  the  world  a  fet  of  people  who 
are  ever  hufily  employed  in  xnifconftruing  the 
fenfe  of  Authors,’  and  placing  their  meanings  in 
a  lights  frequently  the  very  oppolite  to  the  one 
intended  i  and  hence  it  fo  frequently  happens, 
through  the  medium  of  thefe  felf-denominated 


Cri  ticks,  that  moral  literature  receives  the  check 
of  confuting  ridicule,  while  productions  of  an 
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alarming  tendency  are  welcomed  to  the  world 
with  all  the  infpiring  patronage  of  public  appro¬ 
bation. 

.  :  "  '  /'  r 

/  •  "  -  *  ^  '  1  '  ' 

1  therefore  caution  any  reader  of  this  difpod- 

tlon  of  mind  from  falling  into  their  natural  error 
with  refpefl  to  the  following  (lory.,  which,  how¬ 
ever  feverely  it  may  treat  the  mifapplication  of 
fcholafdc  advantages,  was  never  intended  by  the 
Author  to  rededt  the  mod  trivial  diadow  of  con¬ 
tempt  on  the  general  encouragement  of  liberal 
education. 

A  few  weeks  pad,  I  fpent  a  day  with  a  friend 
at  the  wed  end  of  the  town,  (whom  I  fhall  dif- 
tinguilh  by  the  name  of  Worthy)  who,  like  my- 
felf,  had  rofe  from  indigent  circumdances,  by 
the  fuccefsful  events  of  indudrious  application, 
to  the  agreeable  eafe  of  independence— but  dill 
perfeveres  in  that  line  of  bufmefs  in  which  For¬ 
tune  has  fo  favorably  conduced  him.  In  the 
fpring  of  life,  when  the  opening  fmiles  of  pros¬ 
perity  were  faintly  dawning  on  his  labours,  he 
united  himfejf  with  one  of  rank  and  fortune,  in 
every  refpedt  ec[ual  to  himfelf.  Her  difpofition 
excelled  her  perfon,  and  yet  her  perfon  corref- 
ponded  with  his  widies;  and  had  tradefmen  of 
her  day  educated  their  children  with  that  gene¬ 
rous 
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rous  liberality,  which  characterizes  the  modern 
citizen,  the  had  moved  with  greater  credit  in 
her  prefent  fphere  of  life,  for  which,  apparently, 
fhe  never  was  intended. 

Though  my  old  friend  Worthy  could  not 
feoaft  many  literary  accomplifhments,  yet  he 
was,  I  fincerely  believe,  inferior  to  none  in  ho- 
nefty  of  heart ;  which,  in  my  opinion,  educa¬ 
tion  may  improve,  but  can  never  properly  incul¬ 
cate.  Academical  inftruCtions  may  enlighten 
the  moral  duties  of  life  5  but  where  the  heart  is 
natuiahy  bad,  no  pious  leifons  of  moralitv  can 
wreft  it  from  decay.  Mr.  Worthy,  however, 
had  fenfe  fufficient  to  perceive,  and  lament  the 
want  of  thofe  liberal  accomplifhments,  which 
he  refolved  his  children  fhould  never  covet  the 
poffefhon  of;  at  leaft,  nothing  fhould  be  denied 
on  his  part,  that  could  poffibly  afford  them  sq 
opportunity  of  enjoying  them. 

I  fhall  now,  Mr.  Touchftone,  princi¬ 
pally  confine  myfelf  to  one  of  his  fons,  on 
whofe  account  I  introduced  you  into  his  fa¬ 
mily.  The  cut  of  his  hair,  and  colour  of  his 
eoat,  befpeak  him  immediately  of  the  eccle- 
fiaftical  trade  \  and  by  the  affectation  of  his 
condudt,  and  conceit  of  manners,  1  fhould  fuf- 
peft  that  his  abilities  were  not  adequate  to  any 


3 


3H-  T n e  Trifle 

i>  >  *  ,  ;  '•  *  h,  l 

other  occupation  in  life.  I  was  introduced  to 
him,  as  one  of  the  honored  companions  of  his 
father's  younger  days  ;  a  fufficient  qualification, 
I  prefumed,  on  my  part,  to  have  experienced 
the  utmofl  refpedt  from  him.  But  it  produced 
the  very  reverfe  of  conduct  -3  he  fquinted  care- 
lefsly  at  me,  made  an  infignificant  nod,  and 
walked  away. 

While  dinner  was  preparing,  his  whole  at¬ 
tention  was  paid  to  one  gentleman  in  company, 
who,  I  very  foon  difcovered  to  be  a  member  of 

"  y  .  V  .  ’  'i  •  -  -•  '  .  *  -  •  >  >  « 

the  literary  world.  The  moment  dinner  was 

J  -  .  ...  i  ^  f- 

announced,  this  Reverend  Puppy  opened  upon 
ps  with  all  the  yelp  of  a  young  harrier,  finding 
fault  with  one  difh  as  unfeafonable,  with  another 
as  unfafhionable,  while  his  parents  fat  flaring 
at  each  other,  from  the  oppofite  fides  of  the 
table,  with  all  the  filent  expreffion  of  humility. 

After  the  difhes  were  removed,  my  friend 
Worthy,  with  all  that  glowing  honefly  of  ex- 
preflion  which  the  ideas  of  a  life  well  fpent  na¬ 
turally  refledt  on  the  countenance,  was  about 
placing  before  us  the  various  pleafures  and  in- 
conveniencies  of  which,  in  our  youth,  we  had 
unitedly  participated,  when  the  young  fcholar’s 
face  affumed  the  moil  menacing  appearance, 
and  the  florin  burfl  forth  in  nearly  the  following 
4  •  words : 
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words  :  *,c  Is  it  not  the  moft  unaccountable  cir- 
.cumftance,  fir,”  addrefiing  himfelf  to  his  father, 
that  people  cannot  enjoy  the  profperous  gifts 
of  fortune,  without  reviewing  their  paft  fitua- 
tions  in  life?  As  a  man  of  fenfe,  the  father  of 
a  family  too,  you  ought  to  recoiled!,  that  a 

'■  r 

child’s  favorable  introduction  into  the  world 
depends  equally  on  what  a  parent  was,  with  that 
which  he  immediately  is;  and  therefore  in  re- 
fpeCt  to  his  fon,  a  father  ought  as  much  as  pof- 
fible  to  avoid  djfcourfing  on  any  topick,  that 
recalls  to  view  a  pail  period,  which  might  in 
any  degree  derogate  the  confequence  of  his  pre~ 
fent  character  in  life.” 

The  father,  fo  far  from  being  enraged  at  this 
declamatory  reproof  of  his  fon,  feemed  oftenta- 
tioufly  happy,  in  being  the  caufe  of  difcovering 
to  the  company  his  oratorical  endowments. 

1,  S  -  *•'  "*! 

This  filial  reprehenfion  had  the  defired  effeCb 
Mr.  Worthy  and  myfelf  were  as  two  diftinCt 
creatures  from  the  reft  of  the  family ;  we  dif- 
pourfed  principally  with  our  eyes,  while  the  re¬ 
maining  part  of  the  company  were  feeding  their 
cars  on  the  enlightening  obfervagons  of  the 
young  pedant,  and  his  friend. 

But  where  many  wife  heads  are  affembled, 
harmony  of  conduCt  is  foon  kicked  out  of  com¬ 
pany; 
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pany;  the  mother,  forgetful  of  her  fex,  (which 
in  her  fords  opinion  is  not  very  clofely  allied  to 
reajonj  had  the  prefumption  to  interrupt  a  de¬ 
bate  betweeh  thefe  two  feholars,  merely  to  in¬ 
trude  a  remark  of  her  own,  and  which  not  being 
altogether  introduced  with  the  befc  grammati¬ 
cal  regularity,,  fo  exafperated  young  logick ,  that 
he  was  on  the  rife  to  treat  more  largely  on  the 
folly  of  parental  officioufnefs,  when  I  made  a 
motion  for  the  young  gentleman,  as  he  had  taken 
the  trouble  to  Hand  up,  juft  to  incline  towards 
the  chimney-piece,  and  ring  the  bell  for  my  fer- 
vant;  hemming  out,  at  the  fame  time,  an  excufe 
for  this  Hidden  departure,  (c  that  having  been 
kept  up  late  the  preceding  evening  by  a  long 
debate  at  the  fenate,  I  thought  it  neceflary  for 
my  health  to  avoid  any  thing  of  the  kind  for 
„,fome  time  to  corned'  Neither  the  father  or 
mother,  I  am  certain,  comprehended  my  mean¬ 
ing,  and  as  for  the  fon,  for  his  own  credit,  he 
was  obliged  to  be  filent.  By  this  falutary  re- 
tieat,  I  moft  likely  prevented  the  threatening 
altercation,  (for  women  feldom  endure  tacitly 
the  language  of  reproof)  and  confequently  the 
mother  had  repaid  his  remark,  thovugh  perhaps, 
not  in  as  ricb3  yet  in  as  honeft  a  coin  as  delivered 
to  her, 

■>  On 
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On  my  way  home,  I  naturally  reflefred  on 
the  abfurd  affe&ion  of  the  father,  and  pedant- 
ick  difpofition  of  the  fon.  It  is  thus,  thought  I, 
by  fuch  precedents  of  weaknefs,  and  imperti¬ 
nence,  that  mankind  are  generally  induced  to 
paint  dotage,  the  confequent  effedt  of  efteem  in 
old  age;  and  pedantry,  the  invariable  attendant 
on  youth  of  claflical  accomplifhmentSe 

Reflexion,  like  an  intruding  coxcomb,  once 
countenance  his  viflts,  and  you  are  continually 
peftered  with  his  company.  In  vain  I  endea¬ 
voured  to  engage  my  mind  from  this  melan¬ 
choly  companion;  but  dill  the  pad  fcene  haunt¬ 
ed  my  imagination,  and  commanded  attentive 
confideration.  I  conceived  that  the  pured  fa¬ 
vour  of  Providence  might  be  fo  perverted  and 
mifhapened,  that  an  indifferent  perfon  would, 
at  firft,  doubt  whether  it  did  not  merit  rather 
the  title  of  a  curfe ,  than  blejjing.  I  frequently 
found  myfelf  difpofed  to  return,  and  awaken, 
as  it  were,  my  friend  Worthy  from  this  idle 
dream  of  affection,  to  make  it  appear  to  him, 
that  what  he  admires  in  his  fon,  as  the  effect  of 
merit,  is  nothing  but  a  cowardly  confcioufnefs 
or  a  fuperior  claffical  ability,  which  he  would 
tremble  to  employ  in  the  prefence  of  a  fuppofed 
equal, 
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The  true  man  of  fenfe  mull  be  confcious 
that  his  duty,  nay,  foie  manner  of  teftifying  his 
gratitude  for  the  diftinguifhed  favour  from  his 
neighbours,  is  to  defend  and  fecure  thofe  of  lefs 
enlightened  underftandings  from  the  inadver¬ 
tencies  of  folly,  and  wanderings  from  reafon. 
There  is  a  certain  time  of  life,  when  man  will 
repine  at  the  inftrudion  of  even  an  allowed  fu- 
perior,  however  delicately  delivered ;  but  when 
counfel  is  urged  in  all  the  damping  coloring  of 
cenfure,  doubly  poignant  too  as  corning  from  an 
acknowledged  inferior,  that  mind  mu  ft  be  truly 
callous  to  all  fentiment  of  foul,  that  can  fit 
down,  having  experienced  fuch  wounding  ef¬ 
frontery,  and  fay,  cc  I  am  contented,” 

*  *  * .  v  '•  ;  ....  ,  - 
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fb? ROSE-TREE  and  LAUREL , 
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A  ROSE  had  rear'd  its  moffy  head, 

Clofe  where  a  Laurel’s  branches  fpread; 

No  flow’r  was  e'er  fo  rich  in  bloom. 

No  flow’r  could  boait  fuch  fweet  perfume; 

?  *  « 

Each  morn  its  crimfop-tinted  die 
Alone  attracts  the  palling  eye, 

The  Laurel,  fimply  drefs’d  in  green,, 

Was  fearce  by  any  mortal  feen; 

Nor  could  its  yerdant  beauty  raife 
The  favor  of  its  mailer’s  praife. 

-»  >  •  *■<*•  t.  *  ‘  ■  - 

Beauty,  fed  with  admiration. 

Seldom  ’fcapes  from  affedlation ; 

And  fince  his  prov’d,  that  praife  can  blind, 

L  •  v  ‘  -  -  < 

N ay  oft  miflead  the  ftropgeft  mind. 

What  wonder  that  this  conqu’ring  pow’r 
Should  overcome  a  fimple  flow’r  ? 

U  l  ,  k.  .  *  .  •  ,  *  »  i 

’T was -in  the  blooming  month  of  May, 

When  Nature  Tniles  ferenely  gay, 

v  » • 
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The  Rofe,  in  fparkling  dev/  array’d. 

Thus  to  the  lift’ning  Laurel  faid : 

sc  How  could  my  mailer  thus  difgrace 
cc  His  grounds  with  thy  infipid  race  $ 

<c  Or  fet  thy  ugly  plant  fo  nigh 
4£  The  glory  of  each  wond’ring  eye  ? 
cc  Now  had  thy  humble  root  been  fown 
“  In  lands  with  fervile  weeds  o’ergrown, 
cc  Thy  branches  foaring  o’er  the  reft. 

Perhaps  had  been  efteem’d  the  beftd* 

The  Laurel,  taught  in  wifdom’s  fchool 
To  pity,  not  abufe  the  fool. 

This  weak-form’d  obfervation  broke. 
And  thus  the  giddy  Rofe  befpoke. 

When  I  behold  fuch  beauty  giv’n, 

<€  I  praife  the  wond’rous  work  of  heav’n  $ 
<s  But  when  I  find  that  charms  like  thefe 
iC  But  for  a  fhort-tim’d  moment  pleafe, 

€C  I  hold  thee  in  another  view, 

€S  And,  praife  apart,  think  pity  due/’ 

-*  ( 

The  Rofe  indignantly  began. 

And  & er  her  merits  proudly  ran. 
i:  Can  charms  like  mine  e’er  know  decay 

The  glory  of  the  rifing  day  ! 
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*€  Do  Hot  the  fair  my  blufhes  feek, 
tc  To  give  perfection  to  the  cheek? 
fC  What  odour  like  the  rofe’s  bloom 
<c  Can  ever  yield  fuch  fweet  perfume ! 
cc  And  fince  each  fiow’r  is  doom’d  to  die— . 

For  thou  muft  fade  as  well  as  I— 
cc  When  with’ring  on  a  fair  one’s  break 
“  Who  wou’dn’t  die  to  prove  fo  bleft 

£C  ’Tis  true/' ’  the  Laurel  tree  reply’d. 

Nor  have  I  once  your  charms  deny’d. 
cc  If  fuch  poor  trikes  ftamp  thee  bleft. 

Thou  bloom’ft  unrival’d,  ’tis  confefL 
Of  charms  like  thine  I  boaft  but  few, 

“  But  they  are  permanent  and  true. 

<c  Should  Fate,  unkindly,  bid  thee  Hand, 

£C  Uncropp’d  by  any  fair  one’s  hand, 

“  How  wouldft  thou  weep  the  firft  cold  day 
That  gives  thy  beauty  to  decay; 

<c  When  never  more  thy  wonted  bloom 

fc  Can  fcent  the  air  with  rich  perfume; 

(t  To  fee  thee  difregarded  die 
By  ev’ry  objefl  palling  by  ? 

<c  T hen  wouldft  thou  pray  for  weeds  to  lpread5 
tc  And  hide  thy  low-declining  head  : 

<c  rhY  teafon  then,  too  late,  would  chide 
u  The  folly  of  thy  felf-rais’d  pride.” 
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<c  ’Tis  wifely  fpoke,”  theRofe-tree  faiclj 
As  fcornfully  ilie  rais’d  her  head : 

£C  Had  fuch  advice  from  friendfhip  fprungj 
ic  It  might  my  foolifh  pride  have  flung ; 
cc  But  when  fuch  moral  thoughts  I  find 
The  diflates  of  an  envious  mind, 
sf  If  faults  I  have,  they  fnall  remain. 

And  thou  remonflrate  but  in  vain.” 

.  5  *■  *  *  *r 

The  Laurel*  firft  with  pity  figh’d. 

Then  to  its  neighbour  thus  reply ’d: 

How  could  e’er  Nature  thus  difgrace 
cc  With  Folly,  fo  divine  a  face! 

£C  Think’fl  thou*  pertRofe,  that  thydifdarri 
cc  Could  ever  caufe  a  moment’s  pain  ? 

Cf  Had  I  a  claim  to  charms  like  you, 
cc  I  might  have  envied  then,  ’tis  true  : 

To  fee  a  rival  bloom  fo  near, 

C€  Might  flrike  a  handfome  fool  with  fear; 

£f  When  winter’s  quick-approaching  hour 
Shall  crop  each  newiy-fmiling  flow’iy 
Then  fhall  the  Laurel’s  glory  raife 
£C  A  triumph  to  the  voice  of  praife. 

£C  The  vigor’s  brows  my  branches  crown*/ 
£C  The  glorious  emblems  of  renown ; 
u  My  life  with  pleafure  I  would  give, 
ci  If  by  my  death  true  worth  could  live. 
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Then  boaft  ho  longer,  filly  flow’r, 
tc  The  palling  beauty  of  an  hour, 

<c  But  learn  from  Reafon,  e’er  to  prize 
cc  Subftantial  worth  which  never  dies  ; 

<c  And  ne'er  permit  thy  pride  to  glow 
ic  With  idle  pomp  of  outfide  fhewA 


the  moral; 

-V  .Ti  •  *  '  '  1 

Hence,  lovely  woman,  for  thy  fake. 
From  the  weak  Rofe  example  take : 

Let  not  the  beauty  of  thy  face 
The  actions  of  thy  mind  difgrace ; 

For  charms,  which  frnile  to  pleafe  the  eye* 
Bloom  for  an  hour,  then  fade  and  die : 
Thofe  only  true  admirers  find 
Whole  worth  can  captivate  the  mind. 
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S AT URD AY ’>  September  2Q-}  1788. 


2r&r,  pfyriufque  mihi  nullo  dijcrimme  agetur, 

Tyrians,  Trojans  are  to  me  the  fame. 


l*4. 


V  *  .'4  , 


Y  IRGI  L. 


X  0  diyelt  ourfelves  of  national  prejudice^  and 
loole  our  minds  from-  the -{hackles  which  too 
often  fway.  our  pafTions,  and  bind  up  our  reafon, 
V/hiifl  they  give  a  full  feope  to  our  prepoffef- 
fions---tb  behold  mankind' with  a  general  eye, 
and  freed  from  the  bane  of  partiality  to  allow 
every  nation  its  refpedlive  merit,  is  a  fundlion. 
However,  worthy  every  man's  attainment,  and 
adapted  to  his  nature,  which  few  take  any  pains 
to  acquire,  frill  fewer  become  perfedl  mailers  ofr 
The  common  people  of  both  nations  (with 
refpedl  to  the  Englilh,  I  fpeak  from  daily  ex^ 
perience;  and,  as  to  the  French,  I  have  the 
authority  of  Voltaire  himfelf)  may  be  faid  to 
fuck  in  this  pafiion  with  their  mothers  milk. 
The  inftrudlions  they  afterwards  receive,  on  this 
head,  from  their  parents  and  their  countrymen* 
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are  no  ways  fitted  to  diminilh  the  ardor  of 
thole  ungenerous  fentiments,  with  which  their 
early-formed  opinion  of  other  nations  is  impreg¬ 
nated.  No  fooner  are  they  capable  of  under- 
flanding  what  is  faid  to  them,  -  than  each  is 
taught  to  look  on  the  other  as  his  natural 
enemy,  and  to  hold  him  in  contempt  whenever 
he  meets  with  him.  The  Englilhman  points 
out  Monfieitr ,  and  with  a  hearty  laugh  ridicules 
his  light  behaviour  in  all  the  pomp,  of  felf-opi- 
niated  fuperiority ;  the  Frenchman  fhrugs  his 
fhoulders,  turns  up  his  nofe,  and  wheels  round 
on  his  heel  to  eicape  from  the  company  of  John 
Bully  ..whofe  converfation  he  conceives  to  be 
upon  a  par  with  his  behaviour,  dull,  unpo- 
lilhed,  and  uninterefting.  Both  judging  from 
the  received  belief  they  have  long  entertained 
of  each  other’s  qualities,  never  make  their  own 
experience  the  tell  of  their  opinion;  but  part 
as  they  met,  equally  difgulled  with  the  conduct 
of  each  other.  Were  it  polTible  to  ftrike  the 
long-fomented  fyllem  of  prejudice  from  the 
break  of  either,  they  would  have  difcovered 
their  characters  in  their  true  light;  and  probably- 
found  with  how  great  a  degree  of  injultice  this 
univerfal  charge  is  laid  againll,  both  nations, 
and  how  barbarous  is  the  idea  of  having  a  na¬ 
tion  for  our  natural  foe,  whom  we  are  born  to 

hate. 
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hate,  to  defpife,  and  to  execrate.  The  caufe 
of  this  felfifh  principle  muft  be  referred  to 
the  long,  numerous,  and  bloody  wars  which 
have  engaged  the  acrimony  of  both  nations, 
and  wound  up  the  chain  of  their  animofity  to 
an  almoft  pitch  of  phrenzy.  In  thofe  times 
every  child  was  inftrutted  in  his  father's  caufe 
of  hatred,  and  quickly  caught  a  fpark  of  the 
general  flame;  then,  like  another  Hannibal, 
fwore  before  his  fanguinary  parent,  never  to  en¬ 
ter  into  a  friendly  league  with  the  common  ene¬ 
my;  but  drive  to  cut  off  as  many  as  lay  in  his 
power,  fighting  rather  to  deflroy  a  brave  peo¬ 
ple,  than  to  defend  his  country.  Such  was  the 
mania  which  infedled  our  unhappy  anceftors  on 
both  fides ;  fuch  the  origin  of  that  detedable 
paffion,  which  has  defcended  to  the  poflerity  of 
each  nation,  and  infected  us  with  an  indifcrimi- 
nate  partiality  for  every  thing  done  by  our  coun¬ 
trymen,  or  confined  within  the  narrow  limits 
of  either  kingdom.  “  Seas,  mountains,  rivers 
(fays  Dr.  Moore  in  his  tour  through  Italy)  are 
geographical  boundaries,  but  never  limited  the 
good  will  or  efteem  of  one  liberal  mind,”  Would 
that  this  liberality  of  fentiment  pervaded  the 
bulk  of  either  nation !  At  prefent,  a  liberal  edu¬ 
cation  appears  indilpenfably  necefTary  to  the  ac¬ 
quirement  of  liberal  opinions,  and,  as  it  is  im~ 
<■  1  S  2  poflible 
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poflible  for  the  commonalty  pf  either  nation  to 
enjoy  this  ineFimable  privilege,  the  want  of  it 
in  no  cafe  more  flagrantly  difcovers  itfelf,  than 
in  that  mean  and  vile  notion  they  entertain  of 
each  other's  abilities.  Hatred  feems  here  to 
have  feathered  her  feeds  in  a  moll  prolific  fpot, 
and  Envy  is  feen  ever  ready  to  depreciate  the 
noble  qualities,  and  taint  the  bright  hue  of  the 
moil  upright  characters,  among  thofe  whom 
they  refpeCtively  look  on  as  their  natural  ene¬ 
mies.  On  feeing  two  nations  thus  prejudiced 
in  favor  of  themfelves,  and  blindly  oppofed  to 
that  of  their  neighbours,  one  is  led  to  take  a 
view  of  what  each  may  pride  itfelf  on,  and  in- 
veftigate  the  fubjeCts  of  their  natural  prepofief- 
fion.  And  firlt,  as  the  choiceF  blefiing  Heaven 
beftows  on  man,  what  privilege  can  die  French 
oppofe  as  an  equivalent  to  Britilh  Liberty  ?  It 
is  not  France  only  that  may  remain  filent  at 
fuch  a  challenge  j  no  nation  on  earth  enjoys  a 
Fate  of  liberty  equal  to  that  of  England* 
Switzerland,  if  any  dare  it,  fhould  be  the  firft  to 
difpute  the  bays,  like  S  alius  in  the  iEneid': 

?c  Proximus  huic- — longo  fed  proximus  inter  valla 

Infequkur  P 
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The  States  of  Switzerland,  fome  AriFocratic* 
fqme  Democratic,  we  might  fufpeCt,  from  their 

names. 
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names,  of  jarring  in  their  principles :  however, 
though  they  differ  in  name,  and  vary  a  little  in 
their  collateral  views  of  intereft,  Hill  they  all 
tend,  though  by  different  means,  to  one  grand 
object,  namely,  the  permanent  eftablifhment  of 
their,  country’s  liberty.  :  •, 

Mr.  De  Lolme,  a  native  of  Switzerland,  firft: 
viewed  the  nature  of  our  conftitution  with  an  eye 
of  rapture  and  aftoniftiment.  Charmed  with 
the  profped  which  the  vis  q?f  combined  effects 
prefented  to  him,  he  refolved  to  inveftigate  the 
fprings  of  adion,  and  unravel  the  clue  which 
terminates  in  fo  fine  a  thread-;  by  this  his  admi¬ 
ration  was  ftill  more  heightened,  and  he  has 
publifhed  a  Treatife  on  the  Ipbjed,  which  does 
honor  to  him  as  an  Author  and  a  Man,  and 
will  remain  a  plume  of  glory  to  the  Englifh 
Conftitution,  as  the  fubjed  of  fo  juft  and  able  a 
performance. 

Among  the  firft  clafs  of  rq£»n  in  France,  the 
military  officers  in  particular*  there  is  a  point 
of  honor  fubfifting  in  full  influence,  which  feems 
to  be  the  primum  mobile  of  all  their  adions.  If 
we  liften  to  Voltaire,  who  fp©aks  of  this  inde- 
fcribable  principle  in  a  ftraia  of  rapture  which 
bears  him  beyond  the  mounds  of  truth  ;  he  with 
great  coolnefs  affirms,  that  his  countrymen’s 
Ioffes  in.  the  field  are  owing  to  -this  -prepofieffion. 

«  Our 
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€€  Our  Knights,  (fays  that  Author)  dazzled  by 
a  fedudtive  blaze  of  glory,  fcorned  artifice  and 
delay,  and  would  always  get  the  vi&ory  by  pure 
dint  of  valour,  and  in  open  field,  when  they 
might  have  deflroyed  or  flarved  the  enemy  only 

by  having  a  little  patience.  At  CrefFey,  at  Poic- 

— -  ■  _  ♦ 

tiers,  at  Verneuil,  at  Agincourt,  at  Pavia,  &c. 
we  were  beaten,  and  generally  fhall-  be  fo  upon 
our  own  principles.1 ”  In  all  thatT  have  read  of 
this  excellent  writer,  I  never  met  with  fo- flagrant 
a  breach  of  truth,  or  declamation  fo  void  of  ar¬ 
gument.  If  he  intended  this  judicious  enquiry 
into,  caufes  by  way  of  encouragement  and  con- 
folation  to  his  countrymen,  he  was  weak  not  to 
forefee,  that  every  man  of  common  fenfe  muft 
frnile,  at  fuck  an  artifice.  If  he  meant  todmpair 
the,  fame  of  our  well-got  viftories,  his  -  attempt 
is  ftill  more  ineffedlual.  The  glories  of  Cfeflfey 
and  Poicliers  will  ring  in  the  ear,  and  throb  in 
the  bofom  of  every  true-born  Briton,  to  our 
lateft  pofterity,  when  the  elegant  writings  of 
Voltaire  fhall  afford  pleafure  but  to  a  few,  and 
fuch- invidious  p&ffages  as  this  ferve  but  to  fully 
the  blooming  verdure  of  his  own  laurels.  But 
(for  I  have  ilrayed)  this  love  of  honor  it  is 
which  leads  their  Heroes  to  the  field,  and  their 
Duellifts  to  the  fatal  fpot.  It  has  been  faid  of 
the  French,  that  their  Officers  will  always  lead, 

'  3  if 
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if  the  Soldiers  will  follow;  and  of  the  Englifh, 
that  their  Soldiers  will  always  purfue,  if  the  Offi¬ 
cers  >vill  fhew  the  way.  This  general  refle&ion 
feems-to  have  come. from  the  mouth  of  a  French¬ 
man,  ,  fmce  there  is  as  great  a  doubt  implied  of 
the  courage  of  the  Britiffi  Officers,  as  of  that  of 
the  French  foldiers;  an  eftimate  at  once  partial, 
and  to  us  highly  degrading.  :•  But  the  maxim 
muft  at  laft  prove  in  our  favor;  for,  our  foldiers 
they  allow  to  be  brave,  and  as  to  the  valour  of 
our  Officers,  we  defy  them  to  alledge  fufficient 
proofs  of  the  contrary  to  ground  a  general  axiom 
on.-  Qur  Officers  are  always  as  ready  to  lead, 
as  our  Soldiers  are  eager  to  follow.  Both  ani¬ 
mated  by  that  fpirit  of  conqueft  which  the  love 
of  a  free  country  never  fails  to  infpire.  Glory 
fummons  them  to  the  field.  Valour  leads  them 
to  viftory,  and  Mercy  whifpers  them  to  fpare 
their  haplefs  foes.  T o  the  voice  of  all  thefc, 
the  Britifh  Commander  and  the  Britifh  Private 
are  equally  obedient.  There  is  no  general  rule 
without  exceptions ;  but  our  enemies  are  always 
ready  enough  to  point  thefe  out.  In  Statefrnen 
we  muft  grant  them  to  be  more  than  our  rivals ; 
not  that  our  nation  has  been  barren  in  producing 
great  and  able  Minifters ;  we  have  many  to  boaft 
of :  but  this  is,  above  all  others,  the  branch  of 
national  glory  in  which  France  muft  be  allowed 
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to  excel.  The  reigns  of  many  of  her  Kings  are 
to  the  full  as  well  known  from  the  mafterly  train 
of  politics,  and  admirable  manoeuvres  of  her 
Prime.  Minifters,  as  by.jjie  actions  of  her  Mo- 
narchs;  whilft  the  page  of  her  hiltory  continues 
to  difplay  fuch  names  as  Sully,  Richelieu,  and 
Colbert,  all  Europe  muft  remain  contented  to 
yield  the  palm  to  her  in  this  valuable  article. 
But,  -though  France  defervedly  bears  it  away  by 
the  number  of  her  excellent  Statefmen,  Ibelieve 


ihe  cannot  find- a  champion  in  her  roll  of  wor¬ 
thies  to „  equal .  the  :all-accomplifhed  Duke  of 
Marlborough. ,  Left  Ifhouldbe  thought  to  fpeak 
with  a  partial.. enthufiafm  in  his  favor,  I  fhall 
emote  his  character ->  from  the  lame  celebrated 
Hiftorian,  as  given  by  him  in  his .  Hijlory  of 
Charles  the  Xllth  of  Sweden .  This  man,  who 
never  befieged  a  town  which  he  did  not  take;  nor 
fought  a  battle  which  he  did  not  gain,  wasJat  St< 
James's  a  perfect  Courtier,  in  Parliament  the 
head  of  a  Party,  and  in  foreign  Courts:  the  mbit 
able  Negotiator  of  his  time. ;  He  did  France  as 
much  mifchicf  by  his  Politics  as  by  his  Arms." 
How  glorious  and  incomparable  a  character  !  and 
that  too  from  the  mouth  of  one.  whofe  country 
had  buffered  £b  much  from  this  very:  man!: -.'  But 
Voltaire  is  hdre  himfelf—diyefled  of •  prejudice, 
and  amply  Atoning  [for  what  he  hasTaid  of 
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Crefley  and  PoiAiers  in  his  Spirit  of  Nations, 
The  gaiety  of  the  French  is  as  much  preferably 
to  the  gloom  of  an  Englifhman’s  difpofition,  as 
the  good  fenfe  and  rational  converfation  of  the 
latter  is  to  the  fickle  manners  and  frivolous  chaf¬ 
fering  of  the  former.  I  fpeak  generally.  Many 
men  of  folid  understanding,  deep  erudition,  and 
rational  difeourfo,  are  to  be  found  in  France ; 
and  numbeflefs  filly  fellows  fpring  up  in  Eng¬ 
land,  whofe  whole  ftudy  is  to  ape  the  faults  and 
blemiflies  of  thejr  neighbours;'  nor  are  they  in 
them  even  perfoA.  In  commerce,  their  foaly 
certainly  kicks  the  beam;  but  after  alj,  pn  com¬ 
paring  notes,  neither  will,  I  believe,  find  them- 
*elves  entitled  to  that  eminent  foperiority  no¬ 
thing  lefs  than  a  preconceived  idea  of  which 
could  pofjibly  puff  up  their  national  pride  to 
fuch  an  bright.  Our  countrymen  refort  to  Paris 
in  much  more  numerous  tribes,  than  our  neigh¬ 
bours  who  vifit  London ;  and  I  wifh  the  praties 
ftill  to  continue.  Nothing  polifhes  an  Englifh- 
man  fo  much  as  foreign  travel,  or  ferves  fp  well 
to  free  his  mind  from  the  narrow  and  falfely- 
founded  notions  of  home-bred  excellence,  which 
he  imbibes  in  his  childhood,  and  too  frequently 
encourages  when  he  is  grown  to  years  of  matu¬ 
rity,  at  the  expence  of  his  good  fenfe,  and  the 
rifk  of  continually  forfeiting  all  claims  to  a  clear 
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and  upright  judgment.  He  can  no  where  expe¬ 
rience  a  more  courtly  reception  than  that  which 
he  will  meet  with  at  this  <c  *  modern  Athens.” 
The  politehefs  of  the  people,  from  the  King  to 
the  fhoeblack;  the  ftrenuous  endeavours  they 
exert  to  pleafe*  and  render  him  happy;  the  brifk, 
the  open  behaviour  of  the  men ;  and  the  eafy  ac- 
cefs  to  the  acquaintance  of  the  ladies,  whofe  wit 
and  vivacity  would  amply  compenfate  for  want 
of  beauty,  were  it  needful ;  all  confpire  (nor  have 
I  enumerated  half  their  good  qualities)  to  make  a 
man  fupremely  bleffed  whilft  among  them,  and 
to  eradicate  that  bafe  opinion  which  he  has  buf¬ 
fered  himfelf  to  be  influenced  by3  and  which  he 
has  too  long  entertained  of  a  brave  and  generous 
people;  a  people,  whom  he  has  heard  unjuftly 
reproached,  and  whom  he  never  knew  till  their 
unexampled  cheerfulnefs,  their  great  hofpitality, . 
and  their  every  ways  agreeable  conduct  towards 
him,  retort  his  bafe  reflexions  on  himfelf,  and 
teach  him  never  to  blame  but  with  a  juft  caufe, 

and  to  know  the  caufe  to  be  juft  by  his  own  ex-* 

r  i 

penence. 
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There  guide  the  fpindle,  and  direct  the  loom* 
Me  glory  fummons  to  the  martial  fcene  $ 

The  field  of  combat  is  the  fphere  of  men® 


NK,  charafter,  and  fituation,  make  a 
material  difference  in  the  circumftances  of  good 


and  evih  What  excites  our  admiration  in  one 
perfon,  in  another  may  provoke  our  cenfure. 
The  gaiety  of  youth  becomes  not  the  gravity 
of  age;  and  the  paffive  obedience  of  the  clergy 
would  prove  a  poor  fubftitute  for  a&ive  valor 
in  the  foldier. 

*  ,  .  t 

The  motto  prefixed  to  this  number  contains 
a  leffon  extremely  proper,  not  only  for  Andro¬ 
mache  (to  whom  it  was  addrdled,)  but  for 

T  woman- 


womankind  in  general.  f<r  Let  women  prefid'e 
in  all  domeftic  affairs,  and  let  their  judgments 
be  decifive  in  the  appointment  of  fafliions;  but 
fuffer  the  politicks  of  nations  to  be  diredted  by 
men,  and  entrufb  the  agency  of  warlike  matters 
to  hands,  by  nature  more  adapted  to  its  roughs 
jiefs.”  Such  was  the  advice  of  the  celebrated 
Trojan,  whofe  wifdora  co-operating  with  his 
bravery,  for  near  ten  years  proved  the  bulwark 
of  a  country,  obnoxious  to  the  gods  for  its  impi¬ 
ety,  and  marked  out  by  fate  for  inevitable  de- 
fbrudtion. 

Where  Hedtor  left  off,  I  fliall  therefore  be¬ 
gin  with  premifmg  that  fince,  at  prefent,  there 
are  few  Penthefileas  and  Camillas  exifling,  I 
might  poffibly  point  out  a  foible  more  prevalent 
in  the  fex,  than  that  alluded  to  in  his  fpeech. 

No  age  has  been  more  diflinguifhed  by  the 
learning  of  its  women  than  the  eighteenth  cen¬ 
tury.  It  muft  be  confeifed,  that  many  female 
pens  are  wielded  with  an  ability  that  would  by  no 
means  difcredit  the  moil  enlightened  underftand- 
ing;  nor  has  the  world  been  flow  in  bellowing 
the  tribute  of  applaufe  fo  juftly  due  to  their  wri¬ 
ting.  But  we  admire  them  more  as  authors, 
than  efleemr  them  as  women.  Few  men  would 
(I  imagine)  wifh  their  wives  and  daughters  to 
prefer  Horace  and  Virgil  to  the  care  of  their  fa¬ 
milies. 
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milies,  or  a  fedulous  purfuit  of  intricate  points 
in  Epidtetus,  to  a  prudent  management  of  do- 
meftic  affairs. 

To  forbid  the  ufe  of  pen  and  ink  to  ladies,  is 
far  from  my  intention.  I  think  poetry  a  pleat¬ 
ing  employment  for  their  vacant  hours,  and 
novel-writing  well  adapted  to  female  ingenuity. 
It  is  claffical  knowledge  that  I  would  wifh  to 
withhold  (as  ufelefs)  from  their  feudy;  and  fe¬ 
male  pedantry  is  the  objeCt  of  my  ridicule. 

If,  whiifl  beholding  an  elegant  building,  we 
learn  that  it  was  planned  by  the  owner,  whofe 
fortune,  inadequate  to  the  expence,  fell  a  facri- 
fee  to  the  coillinefs  of  his  edifice ;  though  we 
cannot  refufe  our  admiration  to  the  productions 
of  his  genius,  yet  that  imprudence,  which  en¬ 
gaging  in  purfuits  ill  adapted  to  its  fituation  in 
life,  prepares  its  own  ruin,  mull  ever  meet  witfy 
our  contempt.  In  like  manner  we  admire  the 

t 

diligence  and  clafiicai  knowledge  which  could 
give  us  a  oorreft  tranflation  of  an  obfolete  Au-^ 
thor,  form  a  perfect  edition,  or  compile  a  Lexi¬ 
con  ;  yet  when  we  learn  that  it  is  the  work  of  a 
Lady,  however  highly  we  may  prize  her  pro^- 
ductions,  we  muft  pity  that  error  of  judgment 
which  could  engage  her  in  purfuits  fo  repugnant 
to  female  delicacy,  fo  derogatory  to  the  natural 
character  of  her  fex. 
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That  we  applaud  even  this  exertion  of  her  ta¬ 
lents  is  true,  but  not  with  that  kind  of  admira¬ 
tion  which  a  judicious  woman  would  wifh  to  ob¬ 
tain.  Such  applaufe  has  often  been  afforded  to 
the  mafculine  bravery  of  Madam  D’Eon,  Han¬ 
nah  Snell,  and  others,  who,  forgetting  the  cha- 
rafteriftic  foftnefs  of  their  fex,  have  fuccefsfully 
braved  all  the  horrors  of  war,  and  flgnali  zed  their 
courage  at  the  hazard  of  their  perfons. 

It  is  my  opinion  that  a  fenfible  man  would  hefitate 
whether  he  chofe  a  wife  ftrong  enough  to  beat  him> 
and  poifeiTed  of  courage  in  an  eminent  degree, 
or  one  whofe  mind  was  unneceffarily  employed 
in  the  contemplation  of  ancient  authors.  I  wifh 
not  to  fee  any  lady  affume  the  toga  how¬ 

ever  highly  ornamented,  nor  on  any  confidera- 
tion  enlift  under  the  banners  of  Bellona;  and  I 
know  no  way  of  rendering  claiTical  knowledge 
fo  ridiculous,  as  by  cloathing  it  in  petticoats. 

Amelia .  was  the  only  child  of  a  clergyman, 
whofe  learning  had  been  difiinguifhed  at  the 
Univerfity,  and  whofe  judgment  was  never 
thought  erroneous,  except  in  his  conduct  towards 
her.  The  death  of  his  wife  a  few  years  after 
their  marriage,  had  thrown  a  gloom  over  his 
fpirits,  which  nothing  but  his  encreafing  fond- 
nefs  for  his  child,  and  the  care  of  her  education, 
could  remove;  in  which,  as  no  expence  was 

3  fpared. 
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fpared,  at  the  age  of  fixteen  fhe  was  what  the 
world  calls  perfectly  accomplifhed;  and  her  af¬ 
fection  to  her  parent  alone  prevented  her  from 
forming  an  advantageous  and  honorable  alliance. 

The  labors  of  the  needle  ill  fuited  fo  mafeu- 
line  an  underftanding ;  and  having  arrived  (as 
fhe  thought)  at  the  fummit  of  female  knowledge, 
die  joyfully  accepted  the  offer  made  by  her  fa¬ 
ther  to  inftruft  her  in  the  Greek  and  Latin  lan¬ 
guages,  and  by  his  affiftance,  in  a  few  years, 
made  a  rapid  progrefs  in  both. 

The  evil  influence  of  claffical  knowledge  was 
quickly  perceptible  :  fhe  became  negligent  of 
her  drefs,  and  fatirical  in  her  temper.  What 
were  formerly  deemed  accomplifhments,  fuch  as 
Murick,  Drawing,  &c.  were  now  laid  afide  as 
ufelefs,  and  beneath  the  dignity  of  one  whofe 
lips  poured  forth  the  doCtrines  of  Socrates  with 
the  fublimity  of  Plato.  When  gently  re¬ 
proved  by  her  friends  for  the  negleCt  of  what 
formerly  diffufed  fo  much  amufement  .through 
the  circle  of  her  acquaintance,  and  reflected  fo 
much  honor  on  herfeif,  fhe  had  always  a  Greek 
or  Latin  fentence  at  command,  proving  the  fu¬ 
tility  of  mufick,  and  the  fuperiority  of  mental 
gratifications  over  thofe  of  the  fenfes ;  the  ex¬ 
planation  of  which  to  her  illiterate  companions, 
afforded  her  much  amufement. 
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The  death  of  her  father,  though  for  a  fhort 
time  it  put  a  flop  to  her  ftudies,  by  no  means 
effefied  her  reformation.  At  firft,  indeed,  her 
grief,  which  flie  concealed  from  the  world  with 
the  apathy  of  a  Spartan  damfel,  preyed  on  her 
mind,  and  when  retired  to  her  clofet,  burft  forth 
with  redoubled  vigor:  for  although  Ancient 
W riters  had  taught  her  the  vanity  of  lamenting 
the  dead,  flie  ftill  found  her  newly-acquired  phi- 
lofophy  painful  in  the  pra&ice,  and  unable  to 
calm  the  perturbation  of  her  mind,  when  fo- 
li'tude  exempted  her  from  the  painful  efforts  of 
affuming  a  fictitious  calmnefs,  and  where  every* 
furrounding  volume  ferved  only  to  remind  her 
of  the  lofs  flie  had  fuftained.  But  T ime,  which 
on  all  things  lays  its  lenient  hand,”  at  length 
calmed  her  grief.  She  again  applied  herfelf  to 
ftudy,  and  pride  and  pedantry  grew  up  with 
learning  in  her  bread:.  She  now  began  to  adopt 
a  pompous  and  latinized  fiyle  of  writing,  which 
rendered  her  letters  by  no  means  intelligible  to 
many  of  her  female  friends,  who  on  that  account 
dropped  her  correipondence  with  very  little  ce¬ 
remony. 

Dancing  was  an  accomplifhment  in  which  fne 
particularly  excelled,  and  to  which  fhe  was  ex¬ 
tremely  attached;  but  her  appearance  at  the 
ball-room  now  ferved  only  to  expofe  herfelf  to 
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frefh  mortifications*  The  country  Tquires 
dreaded  the  expofition  of  their  rtiftic  converfa- 
tion  to  the  ordeal  of  her  criticifm,  and  ftudioufiy 
avoided  that  learning  which  they  almoft  inftmc- 
lively  difiiked,  and  the  rudiments  only  of  which 
in  their  puerile  years  had  caufed  them  much 
corporeal  fmart. 

Deferred  by  both  fexes,  the  fable  of  the  white- 
walhed  jackdaw  (who,  aiming  at  a  ftation  from 
which  nature  had  placed  him  at  a  diftance,  found 
himfelf  deferted  by  his  own  fpecies,  and  driven 
out  of  every  fociety)  feems  formed  to  ridicule 
this  eccentric  character,  who  thus  difappointed 
in  her  favorite  plan,  by  obfervingthat,  inftead  of 
that  deference  and  refpeCt  which  fhe  had  vainly 
expedited,  defertion  and  contempt  were  the  un¬ 
natural  confequences  of  learning,  retired  to  her 
clofet  to  difcover  why  the  fame  caufes  in  fubjefe 
fcarcely  different,  fhould  produce  fuch  difcordant 
effects :  for  Ihe  well  knew  that  learning  in  men 
was  the  road  to  preferment,  an  introduction 
to  the  belt  company j  that  it  was  patronized 
by  the  rich,  and  admired  by  the  poor^  and  that 
both  fexes  united  in  the  applaufe  of  learned  men, 
whillt  fad  experience  convinced  her,  that  confe¬ 
quences  very  oppofite  were  the  refult  of  the  fame 
quality  in  women ;  that  with  them  learning  was 
obnoxious  to  envy,  and  expofed  to  neglect  and 
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clefertion.  This  flie  could  account  for  no  other- 
wife  than  by  fuppofing  a  wonderful  perverfion  of 
human  nature  to  have  taken  place;  which  opi¬ 
nion  drove  benevolence  from  her  bread:,  and 
planted  mifanthropy  in  the  room.  A  clofer  ap¬ 
plication  todudy  was  the  confequence  of  this  in- 
vedigation,  and  a  more  rooted  antipathy  to  hu¬ 
man-kind.  Satirical  authors,  who  painted  man¬ 
kind  in  the  gloomied  colours,  became  now  h^r 
chief  delight.  In  this  fituation,  a  fondnefs  for 
the  brute  creation  took  pofTeffion  of  her  mind. 
Indeed  her  houfe  might  with  propriety  have  been 
called  an  hofpital  for  dogs  and  cats,  for  when 
age  and  infirmities  had  rendered  thefe  animals 
ulelefs  to  their  mailers,  and  burthenfome  to 
themfelves,  her  manfion  afforded  an  afylum  to 
all.  T o  feed  and  take  care  of  thefe,  to  reward 
their  attachment  by  her  bounty  die  eileemed  a 
grateful  relaxation  from  iludy  and  amufement  of 
her  leifure  hours. 

But  as  ambition  was  a  ruling  paffion  in  Ame-, 
lia’s  bread,  popular  applaufe  was  dill  the  objeffc 
of  her  wrarmed  wiihes;  for  the  attainment  of 
which  (after  much  dudy  and  deliberation)  ilie 
fubmitted  a  Tragedy  to  public  infpedion ;  but 
her  ignorance  of  the  world  was  the  occafion  of 
her  failure  in  this  attempt.  It  is  true  that  the 
language  was  corred,  that  it  was  formed  on  the 

rules 
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rules  of  Ariftotle,  and  that  the  unities  were  ftri&ly 
adhered  to :  but  her  characters  were  drawn  more 
from  books  than  nature*  and  her  Play  feemed 

rather  a  compilation  from  different  Authors. 

(  ■  •  x  >  ;  \  * 

than  the  fpontaneous  offspring  of  her  own  ima¬ 
gination.  In  addition  to  this,  her  total  igno¬ 
rance  of  ftage  effe<ff,*in  a  great  meafure,  contri¬ 
buted  to  the  condemnation  of  her  Tragedy.  " 

The  difapprobation  of  a  fickle  audience  by 
no  means  convinced  her  of  her  inability  in  dra¬ 
matic  writing,  which  fhe  entirely  attributed  to 
the  perverted  tafte  of  the  nation.  Her  pen  was 
again  employed  in  poetical  effays,  but  as  her  fe- 
clufion  from  the  world  prevented  her  fuccefs  in 
that,  fo  her  mifanthropy  repelled  her  advance-* 
ment  to  fame  in  this  attempt.  Her  pen  feemed 
dipped  in  gall,  and  mankind  were  depicted  in 
the  gloomieft  eharafrers.  The  Churchman  was 
a  hypocrite,  the  Lawyer  a  knave,  the  Soldier  a 
coward,  and  the  whole  group  were  rather  repre- 
fentatives  of  Satan's  infernal  companions,  than 
portraits  of  men  that  ever  had  exigences.  Of 

i 

courfe  the  Reviewers  were  not  more  lenient  to 
the  Poem,  than  the  Critical  Templars  had  be¬ 
fore  been  to  the  Tragedy. 

Thus  fruftrated  in  the  principal  attempts  of 
her  life,  and  exafperated  at  her  treatment,  fhe 
withdrew  herfelf  entirely  from  the  world,  who 
4  left 
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kft  her  unlamented  to  the  fociety  of  her  cats* 
iince  when  fhe  has.  dwindled  into  obfcurity,  and 

her  name  is  now  fcarcely  ever  mentioned  but  to 

/  *■  * 

record  her  follies,  ♦  . 

Such  were  the  effeds  of  an  ill-direded  ftudy, 
and  fuch  mull  ever  be  the  confequence  of  a  de¬ 
sertion  from  nature,  This  ftory  was  intended 
(at  a  time  when  the  prefs  overflows  with  the  pro¬ 
ductions  of  female  pens)  to  check,  or  at  leail 
keep  in  its  proper  channel,  that  cacoethes  Jcribendi 
lately  become  fo  prevalent  amongit  women, 
to  admonifh  them,  that  more  amiable  accom- 
plilhments  than  reading  Greek,  are  attainable  bv 
a  female  mind;  and  not  that,  becaufe  a  few 
have  gained  applaufe  by  ftudying  the  dead  lan¬ 
guages,  all  womankind  fhould  aiiurne  their  Dic¬ 
tionaries  and  Lexicons  ;  elfe  we  might  foon  ex- 
ped  to  fee  Weftminfter-fchool  a  Female  Aca¬ 
demy,  or  (as  the  Ladies  make  rapid  advances 
towards  manhood )  we  might  in  a  lew  years  be¬ 
hold  a  fweepftakes  rode  by  women,  or  a  fecond 
battle  at  Odiham  fought  with  fupenor  Ikill  by' 
Mefdames  Humphries  and  Mendoza. 
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Common  Senfe. 
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S  AT  U  R  D  AY,  Q Etcher  4,  1788® 


Nlfi  utile  ejl  quod  fecimusy  Jlulta  ejl  gloria . 


Phjedrus, 


Unlefs  our  a&ions  aire  ufeful,  their  glory  is  unfubftantiaL 


That  practices,  intrinfically  good,  may  be 
ftrained  to  a  point  at  once  ridiculous  and  cul¬ 
pable,  is  an  observation,  which,  though  hack- 
nied,  is  no  lefs  replete  with  truth  and  good 
fenfc.  It  is  on  fuch,  principally,  that  the  com¬ 
bined  force  of  wit  and  humor  have  been  ex- 
haufted.  To  one  of  them,  which  I  fhall  make 
the  fubjed:  of  this  week's  paper,  we  owe  the 
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moffpleafing  and  ingenious  burlefque*  that  ever 
employed  the  genius  of  man.  Chivalry,  whe¬ 
ther  confidered  as  a  public  or  private  cuftom, 
muff  be  efteemed  as  the  firft  and  moft  efficient 
eaufe  of  civilization  after  the  darknefs  of  bar¬ 
barian  conqueft,  and,  according  to  the  obferva- 
tion  of  an  elegant  hiflorian*,  as  the  inftrument  of 
that  refpect  to  the  Fair  Sex,  which  fo  flrongly 
drhrnpuiOies  modern  from  ancient  manners. 
But,  fmce  all  human  bleffings  are  expofed  to 
fome  fh'are  of  bitterness,  and  all  human  inven¬ 


tions  liable  to  abufe*  abfurdities  arofe  which  firft 

*  -*■  y 

made  known,  and  at  length  difgraced,  the  in- 
ftitution  of  Chivalry.  Let  us  however  inquire 
a  little  into  the  origin  and  progrefs  of  this  fin- 
gulrir  offspring  of  Gothic  Generofity,  and  trace 
its  effefis  on  the  middle  ages. 

To  expatiate  on  the  difcrders  and  anarchy  to 
which  the  Feudal  Polity  gave  rife,  would  be 
foreign  to  our  inquiry;  yet  it  will  be  neceffaiy 
to  mention  a  few  particulars,  from  which  my 
readers  may  form  a  general  notion.  On  the 
iubveriion  of  die  Roman  Empire;  the  Barba¬ 
rians  fettled  themdelves  in,  the  conquered  pro¬ 
vinces,  and  fubfiituted  their  own  cuftoms  in  the- 


room  of  the  Imperial  jurifprudence.  From  the 
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oppreflion  of.  military -t  defpotifm  Europe  was 
relieved  by  the  introduction  of  a  new,  and  hi- 
therto  unknown  form  of  government,  which 

O 

confided  in  a  regular  fubordination  and  mutual 
depen  dance  of  one  rank  on  another.  To  the 
King  the  Nobles  paid  Homage,  to  the  Nobles 
die  gentry  were,  fubject,  and  the  peafants  were 
no  better  than  (laves.  Thou  oh  at  fir  ft  equal 
fubjeftion  was  acknowledged  by  the  Nobles  to 
the' King,  as  by  the  Gentry  to  the  Nobles,  yet  in 
courfe  of  time,  as  might  be  expected,  the  link 
was  ftronger  between  the  latter  than  the  former  ; 
of  courfe  a  mixed  Monarchy  degenerated  into  a 
powerful  Ariftocracy.  Of  this  change  there 
were  many  concurrent  caufes,  though  the  two 
following  feem  to  be  chief.  As  the  Nobles  were 
fcattered  by  the  extent  of  their  eftates  Into  dif¬ 
ferent  parts  of  a  kingdom,  and  were  confe- 
quently  lefs  under  the  immediate  power  of  the 
Prince,  their  minds  infenfibly  were  filled  with 
the  defire  of  independence  and  the  pomp  cf  a 
regal  court.  Accordingly  v/e  find  that  under 
weak  princes  they  took  opportunities  of  extort¬ 
ing  privileges  fubverfive  of  the  authority  of  the 
Crown.  To  the  gentry*  a  ftrnikr  method  of 
throwing  off  fubjeftion  was  impracticable  from 
the  propinquity  of  a  Chieftain’s  caftle,  and  the 
numerous  peafants  under  his  immediate  com¬ 
mand* 
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mand.  The  other  caufe  of  Ariftocratic  domh* : 
nion  was  the  prerogative  which  the  Nobles  had 
of  hiring  large  bodies  of  mercenaries,' and  keep¬ 
ing  them  in  conflant  pay,  and  the  cuftom  ofi 
taking  under  their  prote&ion  the  numerous' 
bands  of  robbers,  who  ihfefted  the  perfons  andt 
properties  of  the  fmaller  gentry.-  From  thefe* 
caufes  it  frequently  happened  that  the- power- of 
a  {ingle  Chieftain  was  fufficient  to  dethrone  the 
Sovereign,  and  from  thefe  caufes  arofe  mutual- 
depredations  among  the  Nobles,  and  univerfal 
anarchy  throughout  a  kingdom.:  But  as  the  Phi-* 
lofophic  Hume  remarks,  there  is  a  point  of  de^ 
preifronas  well  as  of  exaltation,  from  which  human 
affairs  when  once  arrived,  naturally  recur  in  a  con- 
trary  progrefs.  It  is  impofhble  that  anarchy  can 
long  fubfift  among  reafonable  beings,  for  as  all  feel 
the  miferies  of  it,  all  will  concur  in  the  applica¬ 
tion  of  a  remedy.  The  Nobles  themfelyes,  who 
from  haughtlnefs  of  difpofition  and  the  defire  of 
larger  power,  had  lirft  excited  thefe  definitive 
ravages,  at  length  felt  the  inconvenience  of 
being  expofed  to  continual  fear,  and  the  neceffity 
of  a  Hop  being  put  to  wars  inceffantly  raging, 
and  mniverfally  odious.  I  tbs  now  that  our  prof- 
pedt'begins  to  brighten  :  affociations  were  formed 
for  the  relief  of  injured  -  damfeds,  difire  fled 
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princes,  ecclefiadics  and  gentlemen,  and  for  the 
juin  of  ufurpers,  ravifhers  and  adaffins.  Orders  of 
Knighthood  were  indituted,  and,  as  none  but 
the  brave,  the  gentle  and  the  courteous  were  ad¬ 
mitted  into  them,  were  foon  didinguiffied  as  the 
fird  rewards  of  human  virtue.  To  obtain  the 
envied  title  of  Knight,  a  Nobleman  ferved 
fometimes  as  fquire  to  a  private  gentleman,  and 
encountered  all  kind  of  dangers  in  defence  of 
injured  innocence,  and  unfortunate  worth. 

.  Ceremonies  charafteriftic  of  the  age,  but  in- 
endearing  the  importance  and  difplaying  the  be¬ 
nefits  of  Knighthood,  were  employed  in  the 
form  of  clubbing;  and  trials  were  proppfed  and 
overcome  before  any  one  could  attain  that  glo¬ 
rious  mark.  The  molt  delicate  fenfibility  in  the 
point  of  honor,  the  moll  refpedful  and  fubrnif- 
five  regard  to  the  fair  fex,  and  the  mod  romantic 
fpirit  of  bravery  were  the  three  chief  endowments 
:of  a  true  Knight.  (Wars  were  carried  on  with 
lefs  ferocity  when  gentlenefs  was  prabtifed,  and 
generofity  employed  as  the  didinguifhing  marks 
of  Chivalry :  force,  violence  and  injudice  were 
difufed,  when  the  arts  of  peace  were  more  effi¬ 
cacious :  robbers  and  ufurpers  foon  decre^fed, 
when  viftory  over  any  one  of  them  could  create 
a  Knight,  and  give  him  an  opportunity  of  dif¬ 
playing  his  valour:  public  tranquillity  and  do- 

medic 
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rneftic  happinefs  were  gradually  eftablifhed, 
when  the  deliverance  of  captive  princefies  and 
ladies  brought  more  real  glory  to  the  vidtor  than 
reciprocal  devaluations,  and  bloody  recrimina-  • 
tion.  Such  were  the  benefits  which  refulted  from 
Chivalry,  and  fucceeded  the  miferies  which  gave 
rife  to  its  inflitution.  But  though  we  owe  the 
greatefl  obligations  to  this  enterprifing  exertion 
of  Gothic  fpirit,  yet,  as  I  before  obferved,  ab- 
furdities  were  intermingled  in  the  very  effence  of  - 
it,  which  hill  retain  their  efFebts  on  modern  man¬ 
ners.  In  humanizing  the  affedlions,  and  footh- 
ing  the  rough  tempers  of  Barbarians,  we  own  no 
inflitution  had  everfo  feriousan  influence.  But 
the  very  courtefy  and  prowefs  of  Knights  caufed 
the  laws  of  hofpitality  to  be  obferved  with  a  fcru- 
pulolity  bordering  on  childifh  etiquette ,  and  in¬ 
vented  thofe  warlike  tournaments  which,  from 
the  fiery  temper  of  the  combatants,  often  termi¬ 
nated  in  difmal  tragedies.  The  adoration  paid 
to  the  fair  fex  was  carried  to  a  pitch  difgraqeful  to 
human  reafon,  and  the  frequency  of  fingle  com¬ 
bat  was,  and  hill  is,  a  melancholy  inflance  of  the 
triumph  of  falfe  delicacy  over  the  principles  of 
real  honor.  As  the  progrefs  of  liberty  and  fci- 
ence,  in  courfe  of  time,  rendered  Chivalry  lefs 
necefiary  to  civilization,  its  fervices  appeared 
void,  while  its  effects  fpread  daily  a  wider  influ¬ 
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ence  on  the  cuftoms  of  Europe.  As  it  arofe  from 
neceffity,  it  fiould  have  ceafed  with  its  caufe ; 
but  mankind  are  feldom  fo  fortunate  as  to  enjoy 
a  good,  unalloyed  with  any  evil.  In  Spain, 
where  the  abfurdities  of  Knight- errantry  were 
carried  to  a  more  extravagant  height  than  in  any 
other  kingdom,  they  were  ridiculed  with  unex¬ 
ampled  fuccefs  in  the  admirable  burlefque  of 
Cervantes.  Happy  would  it  be  for  the  nations  of 
modem  Europe,  if  the  prattice  of  duelling, 
which  undoubtedly  is  the  baneful  effect  of  Chi¬ 
valry,  could  be  ridiculed  with  the  fame  happi- 
nefs  with  which  its  follies  have  been.  I  am  fen- 
fibie  that  a  Critic  will  inform  me,  that  trials  by 
fingle  combat  were  antecedent  to  the  inftitution 
of  Chivalry,  and,  ftricftly  fpeaking,  cannot 
therefore  be  denominated  its  effe&s ;  but  as  thole 
originally  were  authorifed  by  the  maxims  of 
Gothic  juriiprudence,  and  more  properly  ex- 
ifted  as  the  appendages  of  Cajual  Juftice,  than 
the  rxv4rks  of  real  valor,  I  think  I  am  juflified 
in  calling  duelling  a  remaining  veftige  of  Chi¬ 
valry.  But,  not  to  contend  about  words ;  as  we 
fee  that  this  inftitution  naturally  arofe  from  the 
miferable  ftate  of  affairs  in  the  middle  ages,  and 
tended  to  the  reftoration  of  peace  and  juftice,  fo 
it  is  likewife  evident  that,  when  other  caufes  arofe 
to  the  fat$e  purpofe,  its  influence  rather  debafed 
j  than 
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than  exalted  the  human  mind.  In  proportion  as 
mankind ;  advanced  in  refinement  and  the  fcien- 
tific  arts,  its  wild  extravagance  excited  the  de- 
rifion  of  wits  and  liumorifcs,  while  its  principles, 
which  eflablifhed  the1  cuftom  of  duelling,  were 
held  up  to  the  efleem  and  imitation  of  mankind. 
That  enthuftafm,  by  which  it  proceeded  fo  ra¬ 
pidly  through  Europe,  gradually  cooled,  when, 
the  minds  of  men  were  diverted  to  the  cultiva¬ 
tion  of  genius,  and  the  purfuit  of  more  ferious 
objects.  But  that  falfe  fenfibility  in  the  point  of 
of  honor  was  too  firmly  rooted  tQ  be  eradicated 
with  eafe ;  on  the  contrary,  inftead  of  being  de¬ 
feated  by  the  arguments  of  reafon  in  the  mo¬ 
ments  of  firm  reflexion,  its  points  were  fyfle- 
maticaily  arranged,  and  deliberately  purfued. 
It  would  be  worth  the  abilities  of  fome  female 
devotee  to  inquire,  whether  the  reverence  now 
paid  to  the  fair  fex  does  not  counterbalance  the 
odious  practice  of  duelling.  Both  are  the  effects 
of  Chivalry,  with  fome  variation:  as  romantic 
bravery  is  refined  into  fettled  points  of  honor* 
fo  is  blind  admiration  refined  into  eafy  and  fa¬ 
miliar  gallantry.  Certain  it  is,  that  the  refpecf 
in  which  women  were  held  by  the  wild  barbarians 
of  the  North,  was  much  preferable  to  the  con¬ 
tempt  with  which  they  were  treated  by  the  fafti- 
dious  citizens  of  Athens  and  Rome;  and  equally 

certain 
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certain  kdt,— that  modern  times  ma-^  boaft  a  fu- 
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periority  over  -ancient  in  the  delicacy,  under- 
ftanding^  fprightlinefs  and  accomplifhments  of 
the  fair  fex— a  Superiority,  which  muft  be  referred 
to  that  deference  with  which  we  are  wont  to 
addrefs,  and  that  politenefs  with  which  we  are 
accuftomed  to  treat  ladies  of  acknowledged 
w'orth.  Jo.  mixed  companies,  where  each  fex 
improves  the  other,  perhaps  may  be  imputed 
that  reigning  fpecies  of  polite  diffimulation, 
which  forms  _  the  great  charadteriftic  of  modern 
manners.,  It  is  in  thefe  that  the  natural  rough- 
nefs  of  mens’  tempers  is  foftened  by  the  amiable 
weaknefs  of  the  other  fex,  and  the  natural  effe¬ 
minacy  of  the  female  mind  ftrengthened  by  the 
leffons  of  manly  conilancy.  Mutual  fympathies 
give  rife  to  mutual  improvements,  and  mutual 
improvements  to  domeftic  happinefs. 

To  confider  affairs  in  a  partial  view  through 
the  mifreprefentations  of  others,  is  an  error,  al¬ 
lied  to  humanity,  and  from  which  few  are  ex¬ 
empt.  To  undeceive  the  multitude,  who  may 
have  efteemed  Chivalry  the  purfuit  of  madmen, 
I  have  written  the  foregoing  obfervations.  What¬ 
ever  has  tended  to  the  repulfion  of  barbarity,  and 
the  improvement  of  civilization,  is  an  object  on 
which  panegyric  can  never  be  exhaufted,  and  a 
(object  which  demands  the  attention  of  every  one 
4  interefted 
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interefted  in  the  hiftofy  of  mankind.  Although 
duelling,  on  the  abfurdity  of  which  I  need  not 
expatiate,  was  introduced  by,  and  {till  continues 
to  be  a  remnant  of  Chivalry,  yet  the  benefits 
which  immediately  proceeded  from  the  inftitu- 
tion,  and  fall  in  fome  refipeCls  continue  to  in¬ 
fluence  modern  manners,  are  fufRcient  to  infure 
to  it  the  efteem  of  all  confiderate  and  philanthro¬ 
pic  perfons.  Let  thofe,  who  from  the  verfatility 
of  their  talents  are  inclined  to  ridicule  it,  re¬ 
member  that  all  human  inventions  have  a  por¬ 
tion  of  human  evil,  and  that  to  expofe  the  weak 
fide  of  what  is  intrinfically  laiidable,  can  ferve 
no  other  purpofe  than  a  difplay  of  their  own 
powers,  and  probably  operates  to  the  difcou- 
ragement  of  virtue,  and  the  extinction  of  Ample 
unaffeded  benevolence. 
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In  fentiment  Innuptus  has  merit ;  hut  his  fubjedl  at  this 
juncture  may  he  thought  perfonal. 

\ The  Jlanzas  on  friendjhip  have  been  mijlaid ,  or  they 
Jhould  have  been  noticed  earlier . 

Peter  Plumb,  Infpedtor,  Caius,  and  Quidnunc  are 
received .  The  verfes  on  Electioneering  are  a  little  out  of 
Jeafon . 
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SATURDAY*  Ott.dber  n,  1788. 
T '0  Timothx  Touchstone,  Efq . 


* - —  tibi  nunc  molles  prodejl  coluiffe  capillo 

Stepeque  ?nutatas  difpofuijfe  comas. 

Tibul  lus< 

it  now  avails  to  drefs  with  artful  care, 

And  force  in  waving  euristhe  pliant  hajn  Dart. 


Sir, 

Af  TER  affuring  ydti  I  have  never  feen  any 
thing  from  your  pen*  Which  did  not  afford  me 
either  pleafure  or  inftrudtion,  permit  me  to  add, 
as  my  opinion,  that  you  fearce  confine  the  fubje<T 
of  your  Efiays  enough  to  thofe  topics  which, 
from  your  name,  we  have  reafon  to  expe&j  at 
lead  I  hope  this  letter  will  not  prove  lefs  accept 
table  to  you  from  the  nature  of  its  contents. 

Cuftoms  inconfiderable  in  themfelves,  when 
Once  they  have  attained  a  pitch  of  power  fuffi- 
cient  to  bring  them  into  general  ufe,  lay  claim  to 
a  rank  of  feme  importance;  Trivial  as  their 

X  intrinfic 
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intrinfic  worth  may  be,  their  influence  has  ac¬ 
quired  the  charm  of  attraction.  The  tree  of 
Fa fliio n,  of  which  the  following  abufe  feems  a 
vigorous  iproutj  calls  loudly  for  the  knife  to 
prune  away  thofe  excrefcences  to  which  every 
fertile  plant  is  fubjed.  One  of  your  predecef* 
fors,  no  lefs  a  name  than  Addifon  himfelf,  has 
defcribed  the  paft  and  prefent  date  of  a  lady’s 
coiffure  with  his  ufua1  eafy  and  elegant  humor. 
The  gradual  progreflion  from  the  humble  but 
lovely  lodes  of  N ature,  to  the  more  modifh  but 
prouder  topknot  of  fafhion,  are  traced  with  the 
ntmoft  nicety;  and  the  hodden  ft  a  its  by  which 
the  fickle  Goddefs  declares  her  will*  and  bids  her 
pupils  now  to  creep  as  dwarfs,  and  now  to  tower 
as  gianteifes,  are  all  marked  out  with  the  ex¬ 
ulting  diic every  of  a  reforming  Satyrift,  and  the 
accuracy  of  an  Biftorian.  But  could  he  rife  to 
take  a  peep  at  the  extravagant  head-embellifh- 
ments  of  our  prefent  race  of  beaux,  he  would 
inftantly  lofe  all  patience,  and  the  greatnefs  of 
his  furprize  be  exceeded  only  by  the  poignancy 
of  his  indignation.  Not  a  weather-glafs  can 
difplay  more  frequent  changes,-  or  the  frocks  ex¬ 
hibit  more  hidden  fl udluations,  than  are  included 
in  the  various  forms  and  fhapes  into  which  a 
iliort  term  of  years  has  moulded  this  favored 
child  of  Fafhion.  Atone  time,  the pruaue propre 

has 
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has  carried  all  before  it,  and  wigs  been  left- to 
point  out  reverend  D odors,  and  learned  bro¬ 
thers  of  the  Law ;  but  the  peruque  fahriquee  has 
alfo  had  its  day,  and  bobs,  long- tailed,  and  bag¬ 
decked  wigs,  have  given  eafe  to ‘the  Nobleman, 
ffiffnefs  to  the  Tradefman,  and  confequence  to 
the  youthful  Courtier.  Sometimes  the  graceful 
juperabundance  has  been  tied  into  a  queue; 
fometimes  a  twill  has  had  the  preference.  But 
towards  giving  a  more  dillind  idea  of  wigs,  pro¬ 
per  and  improper,  the  following  fyllem  may  not 
prove  wholly  ulelefs. 

A  man’s  head  of  hair  may  be  divided  into  two 
genera— tht  peruque pr  opr  e  and  the  peruque  fahriquee ; 
the  former  of  which  is  fubdifided  into  two  fpe- 
fieSy  namely,  llraight  tails  and  twills,  the  firfl 
branch  of  llraight  tails  exadly  anfwering  to  their 
name,  but  fhort ;  the  other  from  its  immoderate 
length,  feldom  obferving  that  redilinear  direc¬ 
tion,  which  its  appellation  direds  us  to  look  for. 
Of  the  fecond J 'peeks ,  one  kind  are  tied  to  form 
what  may  be  denominated  a  club,  the  other 
turned  up  behind  for  the  fake  of  expedition  in 
dreffmg,  as  well  as  to  give  a  certain  fieri e  mili¬ 
tate  to  every  fort  of  phiz.  There  are  other 
methods,  it  is  very  well  known,  of  dreffmg  a 
calf’s  head/  'in  the  difference  of  men’s  inclina¬ 
tions  and  caprices.  Some  we  find  who  attend 
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folely  to  the  infide  of  their  pates,  and,  irriiling 
at  the  folly  of  their  fellow- creatures,  imagine 
they  can  fee  a  problem  unfolved  in  the  tying  of 
a  queue,  or  a  philofophical  difcovery  loft  in  a 
brace  of  curls.  Some  affect  to  defpife  the  ruling 
fafhion,  in  order  to  fhev/  how  great  a  command 
they  have  over  themfelves,  Others,  perverfe  by 
nature,  Ifriye  to  Item  the  common  tide,  and  ac- 
cuflom  themfelves  to  oppofe  whatever  the  world 
is  running  after;  whilfta  feleft  few,  grown  old  in 
their  prepoffeffions,  view  the  various  changes  of 
Fafhion  with  the  languid  eye  of  indifference, 
and  behold  the  fudden  Hart  of  a  new  mode,  only 
to  rivet  them  the  clofer  to  the  old  one  they  have 
"  made  choice  of.  But  with  fuch  men  as  thefe, 
Fafhion  has  long  fmce  difclaimed  all  acquaint¬ 
ance  :  blind  to  the  ridicule  their  fmgulari.ty  en- 
tails  on  them,  and  deaf  to  the  enticing  whifpers 
of  even  Fafhion’s  felf,  they  have  obfhnately 
perfifled  in  thinking  thenifelves  wifer  than  the 
v/orid,  and  muft  ftill  be  left  to  the  enjoyment  of 
their  bold  opinion.  The  rules  I  have  given  for 

the  feruque  fahriquee ,  are  true  and  genuine,  as 

_  • 

enacted  by  the  laws  of  Fafhion,  and  eftablifhed 
by  a£ts  paffed  by  the  corporation  of  Frizeurs,  a 
body  who  have  of  late  years  acquired  a  confide- 
rable  degree  of  refpedtability,  and  promife  to 
become  great  favorites  among  us,  as  they  have 

univeriaily 


The  Trifle  r. 


nniverfally  adopted  a  noble  maxim-monger’s 
advice,  and  endeavor  to  pleafe  ;  whether  by  flat¬ 
tering  a  man’s  vanity,  praiflng  his  faults,  or  any 
other  means  equally  laudable.  But  to  proceed 
with  our  affaire  du  fete :  the  pcruque  fabriquee  is 
fubjedl  to  at  dealt  as  many  diftinft fpecies  as  the 
peruque  pr opr e ;  though  it  cannot  claim  the  merit 
of  diltindtion  equally  regular  and  mathematical, 
it  has  however  a  great  advantage  over  its  brother, 
namely,  the  honor  of  diltinguilhing  feveral  or¬ 
ders  of  men;  befldes  which,  it  gives  a  look  of 
confequence  to  the  molt  inflgnificant,  and  an  air 
of  wifdom  to  confummate  fools.  It  is  divided 
into  the  Reverend  wig,  which  conveys  to  us  an 
idea  of  Merit  with  an  alloy  of  Pride;  the 
Learned  wig,  in  which  prefent  Dignity  is  blended 
with  pall  Impudence;  and  the  wig  a  le  medeciny 
which  adopts  the  impudence  of  the  Counfel,  to 
fet  off  its  merit,  and  borrows  the  pompous  de¬ 
meanor  of  Reverend  Sir  to  difplay  its  dignity. 
The  firlt  eminent  fqr  the  company  it  keeps,  and 
the  vail  awe  it  commands  around  it,  mollly,  the 
ornament  and  covering  of  worthy  and  refpeftable 
head-pieces,  but,  fqmetimes,  the  deceitful  badge 
pf  pudding-headed  pedants,  and  the  only  flgn 
which  enfures  them  unmerited  regard.  The 
next  is  well  known  by  a  black  patch  in  its  hind 
centre,  and  to  this  it  lies  under  no  fmalj  obliga¬ 
tions 
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tions.  Black  patches  are  fmgularly  powerful  ih 
their  effedls:  fluck  on  the  cheek  of  a  fine  woman; 
they  lay  fure  claim  to  our  taile,  whilfl  they  ftlmu- 
late  our  love.  Placed  in  the  middle  of  a  Judge's 
v/ig,  they  command  our  refpecl,  whilfl  they  im- 
prefs  on  us  a  reverential  dread.  Thefe  two 
feruques  are  fet  out  to  view  in  ope  general  frieze, 
like  a  level  and  v/ell-mowed  lawn;  but  thp 
feruque  a  le  medecin  is  divided  into  feparate  tiers 
of  curls,  like  the  rich  tufts  of  clover  Scattered 
over  a  field,  and  fet  off  to  advantage  by  the 
common  grabs  which  on  all  fides  fur  rounds  it. 
The  late  Dr.  Cheyne  ufed  to  fay,  that  drefs  and 
addrefs  were  an  infallible  recipe  for  making  an 
eminent  Phyfician :  in  the  former  article,  no 
doubt,  he  had  an  eye  to  an  handfome  wig;  it  is 
lndifpenhbly  requifite  to  enable  a  man  to  get  a 
fortune  in  this  line;  nay,  fo  important  is  this 
part  of  drefs  in  the  Phyfician’s  fubflitqte  for  the 
Philofopher’s  Stone,  that  I  have  been  told  a  certain 
Gentleman  of  great  pra£liee  (who  died  lately) 
owed  the  whole  of  his  fame  to  the  covering  of 
his  pate.  This  opinion  in  a  fliort  time  became 
fo  prevalent,  that  a  brother  Medecin  of  the  de- 
ceafed,  by  the  advice  of  his  friends,  purchafed 
the  celebrated  wig,  and  quickly  acquired  a  re¬ 
pute,  which  he  (till  enjoys,  and  a  courfe  qf  prac¬ 
tice  for  which  he  is  not  a  little  obliged  to  this 
.  powerful 
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powerful  amulet.  Thefe,  fir,  are  the  Jpecies  of 
wigs  which  merit  particular  notice,  and  which 
are  known  to  be  a  didinguifhing  mark  in  the  re- 
fpedtable  profeffions  I  have  enumerated.  There 
are  indeed  other  peruchas ,  but  of  inferior  note  : 
excepting  the  brown  bob,  I  do  not  recollect  any 
one  worthy  of  being  felefted  from  the  tadelefs 
group;  for  the  venerable  flowing  wigs  which 
we  meet  with  in  the  portraits  of  Kneller  and 
Vander  Gucht,  have  been  long  finee  difufed,  and 
the  bag  is  not  always  an  appendage  to  a  wig; 
but  many  a  young  Courtier,  while  he  pours  forth 
his  flxain  of  flattery,  feels  a  conlcious  fuperiority 
from  having  his  locks  enclofed  within  a  bmrje . 
But,  fir,  the  grievance  of  which  I  prefer  my 
complaint,  is  (as  I  have  hinted  above)  the  mo¬ 
dem  fliyle  of  bedecking  the  outflde  of  a  man's 
head;  nor  does  any  part  of  the  many  abfurdi- 
titles  to  which  it  is  liable  more  offend  me,  than 
that  ufelefs  brufn  of  bridles,  which  they  do  not 
only  differ,  but  even  encourage  to  grow  below 
their  ears.  I  have  often  wondered  to  what  pur- 
pofe  this  was  taught  to  fpread  its  hardier  down, 
or  whether  to  any  purpofe  but  that  of  conform¬ 
ing  to  the  rules  of  Fafhion,  without  previoufly 
weighing  the  merit  of  them.  It  was  a  long  time 
before  the  power  of  the  Spanifh  court  could 
clear  its  fubjefts  faces  of.  their  mudaches.  The 
....  ancient 
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ancient  Caftilians,  who  had  received  them  front 
their  anceftors,  without  once  confidering  whe¬ 
ther  any  advantage  (ornamment  is  out  of  the 
queftion)  was  to  be  deduced  from  the  prac¬ 
tice  of  wearing  them,  were  grown  old  in  the 
ufe,  and  prejudiced  in  favor  of  them,  without 
one  fatisfadory  reafon  to  afiign  for  it;  Had  we 
put  the  queftion  to  one  of  this  hairy-faced  race 
fame  ages  back,  the  anfwer  would  probably 
have  been,  tc  that  the  fingularity  of  the  cuftom 
was  a  fufticient  motive  to  recommend  the  ufe  of 
them,  as  a  diftinguifhing  mark  from  the  com¬ 
mon  herd  of  mankind.”  But  at  the  time,  the 
reformation  of  this  abufe  took  place,  the  fafnion 
was  too  general  to  .admit  of  fuch  an  excufe,  and 
cuftom  rather  than  pride  muft  have  proved 
accountable  for  the  pradice.  In  like  man- 
tier  the  prefent  abfurdity  vires  acqiiirit  eundof 
and  is  now  making  ample  ftrides  to  dife 
figure  the  faces  of  our  modern  beaux.  Muftaches 
have  always  been  reprobated  iri  England,  nor 
are  a  pair  of  whifkers  ever  looked  on  among  us 
but  with  an  eye  of  difdain.  It  is  our  fafhion 
(and  a  very  good  one  it  is)  to  keep  the  face  free 
from  thofe  fymptoms  of  virility,  which  are  full 
as  difgufting  to  every  one  elfe,  as  they  are  flat¬ 
tering  to  the  youthful  grower  of  them.  A  Greek 
Epigrammatift  defires  his  friend,  who  had  con¬ 
ceived 
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ceived  diat  a  long  beard  was  a  fure  token  of 
wifdom,  to  get  himfelf  fhaved  as  foon  as  poffi- 
ble,  fince  the  end  he  fought  could  never  be  at¬ 
tained  by  fuch  means  as  ferved  but  to  expole  the 
greatnefs  of  his  folly,  every  moment  incommo^ 
ding  him,  and  rendering  him  liable  to  filth,  and 
other  dijagreeable  confequences ;  nor  have  the  mo¬ 
dern  ear-whifkers  any  better  pretenfions  to  beauty, 
than  the  hypocritical  beards  of  the  ancients  had 
to  wifdom. 

Devoid  of  every  recommendation,  I  hope  this 
abfurd  practice  will  lhortly  fall  to  the  ground. 
A  few  remarks  of  yours,  Mr.  Touchftone,  would, 
methinks,  prove  of  fingular  fervice,  in  abolifh- 
ing  this  too  prevalent  cuftom.  Pardon  the  di~ 
grefiions  I  have  been  guilty  of :  if  I  have  de¬ 
scribed  the  head  rather  as  it  once  was  drefted 
than  as  it  is  at  prefent,  it  is  to  point  out  the  ab- 
furdity  of  the  modern  mode,  by  oppofing  to  it 
the  rules  obferved  a  few  years  back.  You  doubt- 
lefs  have  noticed  the  fubjeCt  of  my  remonftrance 
before  now,  I  dare  add  with  indignation.  I  have 
long  waited  to  behold  from  you  thofe  reflections 
it  merits:  as  yet  I  have  been  difappointedj  but 
ihould  your  obfervations  be  the  refult  of  my  let¬ 
ter,  I  fhall  think  my  hints  particularly  honored, 
and  my  labor  moil  agreeably  rewarded. 

I  am.  Sir,  your’s,  &c, 
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I  am  highly  obliged  to  my  correfpondent  for 
the  above  Letter,  and  happy  that  his  opinion  of 
this  abufe  fo  perfectly  coincides  with  my  own. 
Nothing  can  be  more  truly  abfurd  than  to  fee  a 
tender-faced  petit  mditre ,  who  cannot  bear  the 
Eaftern  blait  to  ruffle  his  well-difpofed  locks,  or 
the  North  wind  to  (have  his  foft  cheeks,  a  puny 
infedt  fhiv’ring  at  a  breeze/’  fetting  himfelf  up  as 
a  rival  to  the  Hungarian  in  bluffnefs,  and  endea¬ 
voring  to  inveft  himfelf  with  a  look  of  martial 
fiercenefs.  To  be  clean  about  the  head,  and  to 
drefs  the  hair  fo  as  to  pleafe  the  mind  by  its  de¬ 
cency,  and  even  gratify  the  fight  by  its  neatnefs, 
is  highly  commendable ;  but  to  be  perpetually 
torturing  the  hair,  and  moulding  it  into  every 
fnape  that  a  mind  idly  employed  can  devife,  or 
labor  ill  expended  reduce  to  practice,  is  the  height 
of  folly.  Above  all,  the  falhionable  locks  againft 
which  my  correfpondent  inveighs,  are  entitled  to 
our  fupreme  contempt;  not  fo  much  for  the 
time  they  take  in  dreffing,  or  the  pains  they  re¬ 
quire  in  cultivating,  as  for  the  unbecomhig  ap¬ 
pearance  they  beftow  on  the  face,  and  the  direct 
'abfurdity  of  the  pradtice  from  which  no  charms 
can  be  acquired,  no  one  ufeful  end  attained. 
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To  prevent  the  confvfion  -incident  to  perfbnal  applications s 
Timothy  Toucliftone  requejls  his  Correfpondents  to  fend 
their  favors  addreffed  to  him  at  Meffrs.  Robinfons,  Pater- 
nofter-row,  otherwife  they  cannot  be  attended  to* 

Mediculus.  What  ho  !  an  apothecary - To  curt- 

his  infanity ,  I  would  recommend  a  few  dofes  of  his  latter 
•prefcription. 

Inlpeftor,  with  many  others ,  only  waits  an  opportunity* 
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As  I  underhand  that  fome  of  my  readers  have 
made  obje&ions  to  my  profeffing  myfelf  a 
Trifler,  I  hope  the  following  letter,  and  the 
obfervations  thereto  fubjoined,  will  reconcile 
them  to  its  adoption;  and  evince  that  trifling 
is  an  amufement  both  innocent  and  laudable, 
and  a  pra&ice  both  univerfal  and  relpe&ed. 

Strenua  nos  exercet  inertia .  HoRa 

In  trifling  confifb  our  toil. 

's  «.  ( 

I 

2b  Timothy  Touchstone,  Eft}, 


Sir, 

Yo  U  have  both  pleafed  and  difappointed 
me:  the  name  of  Trifler,  which  you  adopted, 

Y  vtes 
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was  delightful,  and  at  firft  you  went  on  pretty 
well.  I  made  fhift  to  read  your  two  firft  pa¬ 
pers  in  four  fittings ;  but  the  ffuff  about  poli¬ 
tics,  commerce,  liberty,  and  religion,  was  into¬ 
lerable.  What  trifling  was  there  in  all  this  ? 
what  amufement,  or  confiftency  ?  I  expeded 
an  accurate  hiftory  of  all  the  T riders  in  the 
kingdom,  and  had  really  found  out  for  whom 
<the  character  of  Billy  Chefhire  was  meant. 
Befides  this,  I  hoped  to  have  had  the  earliefl  ac¬ 
count  of  all  the  fafliions,  and  the  moil  accurate 
intelligence  of  Elopements,  Divorces,  in  fhort, 
of  all  the  revolutions  in  the  Beau  Monde.  I  fet 
my  wits  to  work  for  five  minutes  to  know  who 
Henry  and  Charlotte  were,  but  could  not  recoi¬ 
led  any  man  of  my  acquaintance  who  was  fool 
enough  to  jump  into  the  fea  to  fave  a  pretty 
girl— at  the  hazard  of  his  own  life.  With  all 
your  other  characters,  I  think,  I  am  pretty  well 
acquainted.  But  why  not  a  little  more  of  fcan- 
dal,  ’  and  another  touch  at  the  Old  Maids  ?  ’Tis 
the  only  way  to  make  your  Numbers  fells  for, 
believe  my  word,  nobody  minds  religion  in 
thefe  days :  every  one  likes  to  hear  a  little  tale 
about  his  neighbours,  and  does  not  want  to  read 
what  a  Parfon  is  paid  for  preaching  on  Sundays. 
Scandal  is  the  very  foul  of  converfation,  and 
converfation,  you  know,  is  a  very  rational  and 
*  very 
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very  innocent  entertainment.  Therefore*  If  1 
am  to  be  one  of  your  readers,  give  us  a  little 
more  of  it.  Fox*  my  part,  1  think  Trifling  the 
only  happinefs  on  earth.  My  conftkutlon  is  very^ 
delicate,  and  my  DoTor  tells  me  l  am  conhimp- 
tive ;  the  cares  of  buiinefs  would  foon  make  an 
'end  of  me,  and  the  fatigue  of  hunting  and  riding 
might  probably  either  bring  on  a  fever,  or  gra¬ 
dually  wear  away  my  body.  The  exercife  (and 
that  is  very  fatiguing)  which  I  am  allowed  to 
take  in  the  morning,  extends  no  farther  than 
the  purlieus  of  3t.  James’s.  Sometimes,  indeed, 
when  I  fancy  myfelf  ftronger  than  ufual,  I  reach 
New  Bond-ftreet,  and  by  refting  myfelf  at  every 
print- fhop  on  my  journey,  with  fome  difficulty 
get  home  again.  From  my  arrival  to  diiiner- 
time  I  am  employed  in  the  decoration  of  my 
perfon,  which,  though  I  myfelf  tell  it  you,— -is 
not  the  uglieft  in  London.  Seated  in  a  great 
elbow-chair,  with  a  foft  ftool  near  it,  whereon  I 
may  reft  my  legs,  and  with  a  full-length  look- 
ing-glafs  before  me,  I  appear  to  myfelf  not  only 
the  handfomeft,  but  happieft  man  living,  being 
entirely  free  from  care  and  pain,  except  when 
my  aukward  valet  happens  to  twitch  my  hair  a 
little  too  hard.  After  dinner,  as  my  phyfician 
informs  me  it  is  very  unwholfome  to  rife  fbon, 

{  fit  three  hours  abfbrbed  in  an  eafy  reverie. 

The 
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The  writing  of  billet-doux ,  letters  and  cards,  af¬ 
fords  me  ample  employment  till  the  time  of  the 
Theatre  lounge  approaches.  Here  bows  and 
nods,  fimpers  and  fmiles,  noifes  and  ladies  oc¬ 
cupy  all  my  attention.  I  am  told  indeed  by  the 
,  * 

Faculty,  that  I  could  not  furvive  the  hearing  of 
a  Drama  through  five  long  ads ;  the  pathos  of  a 
Tragedy  would  affed  my  nerves,  and  the  humor 
of  a  Comedy  might  convulfe  me  with  laughter : 
in  either  cafe,  the  rifk  is  great.  But  where  have 
I  been  wandering  ?  I  only  meant  this  letter  as  a 
warning  to  you.  I  hope  however  you  approve 
my  method  of  living;  being  a  thorough  Epi¬ 
curean,  I  think  happinefs  confifts  in  the  ab fence 
of  pain,  and  abfence  of  pain  can  be  procured 

by  nothing  but  trifling.  So  your  approbation* 

* 

unlefs  you  aflfume  a  falfe  name,  is  pretty  certain. 
If,  neverthelefs,  you  have  invented  a  new  lounge, 
communicate  it  in  your  next,  with  fome  good 
anecdotes.  Adieu!  a  little  fcandal  will  make 
you  a  charming  fellow. 

I  am,  &c. 

NUGOSUS, 
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In  compliance  with  my  Correfpondent’s  requeft3 
I  have  added  the  following  obfervations  on  the 

»  •/  -V  ' 

art  of  Trifling;  by  which  it  will  appear  that 
he  is  not  fo  infigniflcant  a  Being,  as  his  mo- 
defty  before  perfuaded  him  he  was. 


Nefcio  quid  meditans  nugarum . 

Mufing,  as  wont,  on  this  and  that. 
Such  Trifles,  as  I  know  not  what. 


Hor. 

.*  * 

Dunkin. 


To  a  nation  fo  addifted  to  trifles  as  Great  Bri¬ 
tain,  no  writer  can  be  more  agreeable  than  a 
profeft  Trifler.  Henry  the  Eighth  not  only  di¬ 
vorced,  but  beheaded  his  beauteous  Queens,  for, 
a  trifle;  and  fo  trifled  with  our  holy  religion,  that 

i 

he  put  fome  perfons  to  death  for  being  Papifts* 
and  others  for  being  Proteftants :  his  daughter 
Mary  put  one  Bifhop  to  death  for  fuch  a  tufle  as 
whittling  to  his  infant  fon.  Elizabeth  beheaded 
her  After  Queen  for  fo  trifling  a  matter  as  being 
fomewhat  taller  than  herfelf.  Her  fuccelTor  trifled 

j»  ;  .  -I 

away  his  time  with  Bellarmine,  inftead  of  Bel- 
leno-enius.  His  fon  Charles  trifled  with  the  im- 

O 

portant  rights  of  his  fubje&s,  till  at  length  his 
own  head  became  a  Trifle;  whilft  the  Great 
Protestor  of  Britifh  Liberty  openly  declared  the 
Senate  a  Trifle,  and  their  Infignia  Baubles. 
Charles  the  Second  attached  himfelf  totally  to 
Trifles  of  the  Feminine  Gender,  His  brother 

forfeited 
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forfeited  three  kingdoms  for  a  popifh  trifle  called 
a  Mals.  William  made  a  Trifle  of  depofmg  his 
Father-in-law,  and  loft  his  own  life  by  a  Trifle. 
Queen  Ann  difgraced  the  renowned  Marlbo¬ 
rough,  who  raifed  her  reign  to  the  higheft  pitch 
of  glory,  for  a  meer  Trifle.  But  peace  be  with 
the  Dead  !  let  us  furvey  our  own  times. 

During  the  prefent  Reign,  the  Courtiers  made 
fuch  a  Trifle  of  High  Treafon,  as  to  introduce 
the  Pretender  into  the  Company  of  their  Sove¬ 
reign.  They  next  trifled  away  the  Weft-India 
Conquefts  to  our  inveterate  Foes;  which  enabled 
them  to  render  their  maritime  forces  extremely 
formidable;  whilft  Britifh  Gunpowder  was  trifled 
away  in  difturbing  the  Gulls  and  Seamews  of 
the  Iflc  of  Wight.  When  the  Enemy's  fleets 
are  reduced  to  the  loweft  ebb,  we  trifle  with  the 
advantage,  and  allow  them  feven  years  to  re-* 
plenifh  their  magazines.  Have  we  not  feen  a 
Britifh.  Fleet  that  might  have  crufhed  a  ruinous 
war  in  its  infancy,  trifle  with  the  glorious  op¬ 
portunity,  and  pafs  away  the  important  hour  in 
tranquil  fpeculation ;  and  this  criminal  conduct 
^betted  by  a  fiddling  adminiftration  ?  Is  not 
(Economy,  Morality,  Religion  and  good  Go¬ 
vernment,  reduced  to  an  abfolute  Trifle;  owing; 
to  Pantheons,  Theatres,  Mafquerades,  Ridottos, 

Coteries 
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Coteries  and  Affemblies,  Inftallments,  Horfe- 
racing,  Foot-racing,  Boat-racing,  and  every 
Invention  to  promote  Diffipation,  and  render  In- 
tiuftry  perfectly  odious  ?  The  Englifh  difpofition 
to  trifle,  is  apparent  on  every  occaflon.  Our 
Nabobs  abroad  moft  fcatidaloufly  trifle  with  na¬ 
tional  honor ;  and  the  Britifh  name  is  become  a 
proverb  of  reproach  through  all  the  regions  of 
the  Eaft.  When  fops  are  dexteroufly  admi- 
niftered,  have  we  not  juft  grounds  to  expetft  that 
a  fine  die  Trifle  will  be  the  puny  iffue  of  the 
Laboring  Mountains  ?  Have  we  not  obferved 
with  chagrin  many  important  points  fall  to  the 
ground  by  difputeS  about  trifling  punflilios  be¬ 
tween  Lords  and  Commons,  which  might  have 
been  waved  by  a  meer  falvo  ?  Have  we  not  feea 
a  Brit'ifh  Nobleman,  whilft  in  high  authority  in 
the  Eaft,  degraded  and  imprifoned  by  an  infe¬ 
rior  Officer,  and  prefently  lofe  his  life  in  a  moft 
fufpicious  manner?  yet  the  offender  was  pu- 
nifhed  by  Rich  a  trifling  fine,  that  if  it  was  not 
altogether  equivalent  to  a  Pardon,  it  was  at  leaft 
tantamount  to  a  Farce.  The  Phyfician  with 
the  utmoft  compofure  can  trifle  both  with  his 
patient’s  life  and  pocket,  in  making  experiments 
on  the  virtues  of  nightfhade  or  hemlock.  The 
Attorney  trifles  away  fome  30  years  (if  his  cli¬ 
ent’s  fortune  proves  fo  durable)  in  winding  up  a 

Chancery 
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Chancery  fuk  to  a  conclufion.  The  Fat  Re6ior 
finds  out  the  cheapeft  Curate  in  England,  who 
of  courfe  is  the  greateft  blockhead,  to  edify  the 
inhabitants  of  his  valuable  living,  for  a  Trifle, 
Thus  Britilh  Glory  and  Profperitys  Britifh  Mo¬ 
rals  and  Honors  Britilh  Rights,  Property,  Health 
and  Confidence;  all  our  Welfare  both  here  and 
hereafter,  are  become  the  greateft  of  all  Trifles 
under  the  fun, — Nor  muft  we  think  that  we 
fhall  ceafe  to  be  trifled  with  even  at  Death  :  for 
fee  yon  fable  hearfe  with  gaudy  efcutcheons  hung 
all  around :  this  empty  pageantry  gave  rife  to 
the  name  of  Nugas; 

Rifitque  Jui  Ludibria  Brunei, 

Lucretius* 
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Eft  ardelionum  quvedam  Rom<e  natio, 

Ph^edrus, 

;/  ■  ;  t  -  ; 

Thro’  all  the  town  the  bufy  trifiersi warm, 

SEE  various  trifles  ev’ry  age  employ, 

And  men,  like  children,  figh  but  for  a  toy. 

The  fmart  Cockade,  the  fcarlet’s  fpiendid  glare* 

% 

Attract  the  ftripling’s  eyes,  atfraft  the  fair. 

The  fprightly  Enfign  well  is  fatisfy’d* 

If  the  vain  title — Captain  is  apply’d. 

The  Alderman,  who  loves  fubftantial  fare. 

Yet  fometimes  fighs  for  trifles,  light  as  air: 

The  fleek  Fur-gown,  the  coftly  Golden  Chain, 
And  Irifh  Peerage  rack  his  angry  brain  ; 

In  vain  the  Turtle  fprcads  its  wond’rous  charms. 
Or  the  fat  Haunch  invites  his  languid  anris, 

V 

Nopleafure  can  thefe  fumptupus  feafls  impart, 
Whilfl  baleful  envy  lurks  within  his  heart; 

■»  i 

The  Liverymen  his  fervices  negledt. 

And  Puff  his  friend  prefides,  Lord  Mayor-elecl:, 
Thence  turn  your  eyes  to  where  in  order  fit 
The  witty  Senators  of  England  fit ; 

f  -  -  •  *  -  4  L  \  ^ 

Have 
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Have  you  a  friend,  who  fays  fome  damn'd  good 
things, 

1 

Who  plays  at  Hazard,  or  who  finely  fings, 

Thefe  trifles  (if  his  other  hopes  fhould  fail) 

Will  fave  him  from  the  pillory,  or  jail. 

And  fix  him  in  the  Senate;  whence  his  puns 
May  gall  the  Minifter,  or  cheat  his  duns. 

In  former  times,  as  ancient  men  relate. 

The  Statefmen  knew  the  fubje6t  of  debate; 

But  of  late  years  our  Members,  ere  they  fpoke,- 
Took  care  to  be  provided  with  a  joke. 

Would  you  in  Britain’s  Senate  Houfe  excel. 
Apply  to  j efts,  or  tell  a  ftory  well; 

Drefs  up  your  words  in  Metaphors  and  T ropes, 
Talk  much  of  Munny  Begums,  Swords,  Racks, 
Ropes, 

Gibbets,  and  Nundcomar;  unfold  yourAore 
Of  fairy  tales,  or  legendary  lore ; 

Trifles  like  thefe  will  often  gain  refpedt, 

Whilft  fter ling  merit  pines  beneath  neglect;-— 
Trifles  like  thefe  v/ill  full  be  rated  high, 

Whilft  worth  lies  hidden  in  ohfcurity. 
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Mr 


SATURDAY,  October  25,  1788 


dacity  gives  Aflurance  to  the  Perverfei 

Timothy  Touchstone,  Efq* 

S'  « 

Sir/ 


ceived  and  publifhed  the  letter  of  Tom  Stitch* 
(though,  entre  nous ,  I  am  equally  aftonifhed  at 
the  Tailor's  impudence  and  your  condefcenfion) 
I  fhall  make  no  other  apology  for  troubling  you 
than,  merely  to  inform  you  that  I  am  the  eldelt 


Z 


fan 
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fon  of  a,  country  gentleman*  whofe  ample  for¬ 
tune  enables  him  to  pay  an  hundred  and  fifty 
•pxounds  annually  for  my  education. 

To  enumerate  my  qualifications  would  ill  be¬ 
fit  that  modefty  which  is  the  occafion  of  my  ad- 
dr  effing  you*  Nor  is  it  my  intention  to  raife 
difcontentin  the  minds  of  your  fchoolfellows,  by 
reprefenting  the  advantages  we  here  enjoy  over 
your  boafted  Weflminfler  or  any  Public  Sthooi 
in  the  kingdom.  For  although  our  Mailer 
takes  but  eight  pupils,  I  affirm  this  to  be  a  com- 
pleater  Microcojm  than  any  that  the  family  of  the 
Griffins  were  ever  members  of. 

That  the  admired  Spartan  difcipline  is  revived 
amongft  us,  is  the  leaft  praife  that  we  mayjuftly 
claim  j  for  as  our  Prototypes  were  a  common¬ 
wealth,  each  man  had  his  particular  flation  in 
which  alone  it  was  proper  for  him  to  a£l>  whereas 
with  us,  from  a  paucity  of  performers,  cf  each 
man  plays  many  parts,”  being  at  the  fame  time 
defigner  and  executor  of  his  own  plans:  or, 
more  clofely  to  purfue  the  analogy,  give  me 
leave  to  fuppofe  the  heart  fovereign  of  the  whole 
body,  idly  feated  in  its  Metropolis,  taking  no 

a<flive  partin  the  government,  yet  participating 

'  .  * 

all  the  pleifures  of  the  other  members - the 

"  ^  Head,, 
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Head,  Prime  Minifter,  which  directs  the  mo¬ 
tions  and  Superintends  the  oeconomy  of  the 
whole— -the  Hands,  being  armed ,  the  military- 
force,  and  fo  on,  gradually  defcending  to  the 
more  menial  offices  of  the  ftate.  Thus  we  are 
obliged  to  a6t  in  various  capacities.  What  our 
heads  plan,  our  hands  mull  execute ;  and  the 
breaft  of  each  individual  muft  be  the  foie  repo- 
fttory  of  its  own  fecret  defigns.  The  daily  ex¬ 
amples  of  the  weaknefs  of  mortal  friendfhip, 
when  oppofed  by  geld,  and  the  proffered  reward 
of  treachery,  impofe  the  moil:  rigid  fecrecy  on 
our  lips,  and  impreff  our  minds  with  the  moil 
prudential  diftruft  of  our  companions.  By 
acling  on  feparate  interefts,  every  Boy,  if  you 
allow  me  the  expreffion,  is  a  commonwealth 
within  himfelf.  Here,  perhaps,  you  will  fay$ 
that  every  perfon  in  public  or  private  life  is  i# 
the  predicament  which  I  have  deferibedj  nor  is 
Mr.  Syntax  more  to  be  envied  as  the  dire<5lor  of 
fo  many  commonwealths,  than  Mr.  Any-body 
elfe  who  prefides  over  a  Charity-ffihool  in  the 
country..  True!  but  this  analyfis  of  the  huma'n 
body  is  only  meant  to  flop  the  mouths  of  ob- 
ftreperous  criticks,  who  might  otherwife  have 
indulged  a  laugh  at  my  fimile.  And  to  con¬ 
vince  them  that,  fince  a  Single  perfon  may  with 
propriety  be  compared  to  a  ftate,  a  Supremacy 

ov^f 
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over  three  has  fome  affinity  to  the  government 
of  a  nation.  Where  can  you  behold  a  ftronger 
refemblance  of  the  Spartan  difcipline  than  with 
us,  where  adroitnefs  in  pillaging  an  orchard, 
and  concealing  the  theft,  is  rewarded  with  ad¬ 
miration  and  envy;  and  where  a  dilcovery  is 
the  certain  caufe  of  contempt  and  punifhment? 
Begging  your  pardon,  your  high  notions  of  ho¬ 
nor,  which  induce  you  at  Weftminfter-  fchool  to 
fuffer  heroically  (as  you  term  it)  for  the  fake  of 
your  Friends ,  and  to  the  detriment  of  your  felf- 
intereff,  frequently  afford  our  final!,  but  more 
prudent  circle,  the  higheft  entertainments  It 
has  ever  been  my  opinion,  that  to  lay  up  know¬ 
ledge  <c  quam  mox  defromere/poJ[imi  and  which  may 
prove  molt  conducive  to  our  buftling  with  ability 
through  life,  is  the  only  ftudy  that  ought  to  em¬ 
ploy  the  hours  of  a  fenfible  man,  for  the  accom- 
pliffiment  of  which,  diffimulation  and  prudence 
are  particularly  neceffary;  the  one  to  enable  you 
to  meet  with  fmiles  every  man  from  whofe 
eftate  or  intereft  you  may  have  any  lucrative 
expectations ;  the  other  to  make  you  the  friend 
of  the  powerful,  and  enemy  of  the  miferable, 
whether  detrimental  to  felf-intereft  or  not,  (for 
beggarly  connections  muff  always  difcredit  a  fa- 
fhionable  man)  and  to  baniffi  thbfe  fniveling 
companions  of  a  weak  mind.  Charity,  Compaf- 

flop 
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Iron  and  Benevolence,  entirely  from  your  bread. 
Where  can  you  point  out  a  nobler  ftage  for  the 
exercife  of  thefe  qualifications,  and  bringing 
thefe  dawning  virtues  into  pra<5tice,  than  Mr* 
Syntax’s  School  ?  Where  can  you  learn  pru¬ 
dent  diflimulation  fo  well,  as  when  punifhment 
is  the  certain  confequence  of  entrufting  your 
private  plans  to  the  fecrecy  of  others  ?  Should 
Philofophy  inflame  your  mind,  where  can  it  fo 
foon  acquire  enviable  apathy,  or  contempt  of 
the  weaknefs  and  fuflferings  of  human  nature, 
as  in  beholding  unconcerned  the  lamentations 
and  diftrefs  of  a  little  Cottager,  imperceptibly 
robbed  by  ©ur  dexterity  of  what  he  deemed  the 
future  fupport  of  his  family,  and  which  he  vainly 
thought  to  fecure  as  his  own  property,  by  paying 
annually  a  few  pounds  for,  and  enclofing  with  a 
fence;  weak  indeed  to  ambitious  youth,  who 
know  that  beneficent  nature  pours  forth  her  gifts 
with  equal  indulgence  to  all,  whofe  minds  afpire 
beyond  the  vulgar  diftin&ions  of  property  I 
Shall  the  birds  of  the  creation  fly  where  they 
lift,  and  feed  where  tafte  may  invite;  and  fhall 
man  be  denied  the  privilege  of  a  Blackbird  ? 
Cuftoms  and  laws  may  confine  the  weak,  but 
inclination  is  law  to  me. 


In 
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In  ufeful  knowledge  I  flatter  rnyfelf  that  I 
have  fufliciently  proved  our  advantages  over 
Weftminfter;  nor  are  we  behind-hand  in  our 
amufements.  Can  your  broken  heads  and  bat¬ 
tered  limbs,  from  fkirmifhes  with  the  furround¬ 
ing  chairmen  and  butchers,  (even  fliould  you 
prove  victorious)  convey  delight  adequate  to 
what  we  experience  from  the  fuccefsful  plund  e 
of  a  hem  rood  or  garden  ?  or  does  it  require 
more  fkill  and  conduct  to  knock  a  man  down, 
than  to  deceive  the  vigilance  of  a  fufpicious  Far¬ 
mer  ?  Can  the  fober  tafteiefs  meals  you  have  m 
town  with  your  Parents  and  Friends,  equal  the 
luxurious  gluttony  of  our  feats  at  the  neighbour¬ 
ing  Inn,  where  manly  drunkennefs  generally 
crowns  the  evening’s  entertainment  ?  Every 
athletic  exercife  we  enjoy  at  leaft  in  equal  per¬ 
fection  with  you,  and  one  amufement  which  I 
flatter  rnyfelf  you  are  ftrangers  to,  as  it  was  the 
offspring  of  my  own  fertile  invention.  In  the 
hard  froft  of  laff  winter,  after  boafting  of  our 
various  exploits  and  marauding  talents,  I  pro- 
pofed  a  paffime,  at  once  philofophical  and  en¬ 
tertaining,  which  was  executed  in  the  following 
manner.  T  wo  of  our  fcouts  being  detached  to 
a  farm-yard,  quickly  returned  with  a  little  pig 
in  their  arms.  While  my  fchoolfellows  were 
wondering  what  amufement  I  could  extrad  from 

a  Pig; 
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a  Pig ;  with  a  large  carving-knife  I  dexteroufly 
cut  off  its  legs  at  the  firft  joint,  and  then  let  it 
on  the  ice,  amidft  the  plaudits  of  my  furrounding 
companions* 

To  be  fure  the  fuccefs  was  not  altogether  an- 
fwerable  to  my  expeditions,  for  the  little  crea¬ 
ture  cried  and  laid  down,  nor  could  all  our  beat¬ 
ing  raife  it,  'till  at  laid  having  received  a  fevere 
bite  from  the  houfe  dog,  it  leaped  up,  ran  a  few 
yards  on  its  bleeding  flumps,  and  then,  through 
lofs  of  blood,  fell  dead  on  the  ice.  But  this  is 
a  fore  llory  to  me ;  for  I  placed  the  dead  pig  m 
the  gardener's  bed,  which  frightened  his  wife 
into  fits ;  many  adventurous  youths  caught  cold 
by  the  breaking  of  the  ice,  and  one  of  my  com¬ 
panions,  envious  of  my  greatnefs,  impeached 
me.  I  was  tried,  found  guilty,  and  fentence 
was  executed  on  me  accordingly.  I  have,  not- 
withflanding,  the  pleafure  of  being  the  firft  in¬ 
ventor  of  this  amufement,  which  I  hear  is  now 
become  very  falhionable  at  all  the  feminaries  of 
private  education.  Befides,  to  be  the  firft  in  any 
thing  is  laudable,  as  Calcot,  the  pewterer  were 
he  alive,  would  vouch  for  me;  who,  that  he 

*  A  pewterer  of  Briftol,  famous  for  feveral  exploits  of 
a  fitnilar  nature,  whom  Chatter  ton  celebrates  in  his  poem 
#n  Happinefs, 

might 
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might  be  faid  to  have  been  the  firft  that  pafied  a 
bridge  near  Briftol,  went  over  on  horfeback  be¬ 
fore  it  was  finiftied,  by  the  affiftance  of  a  few 
boards,  at  the  utmoft  peril  of  drowning. 

But  I  have  made  a  long  digreffion  from  the 
firft  purpofe  of  my  letter.  When  I  fpeak  of  the 
advantages  of  my  own  fituation,  I  frequently 
become  perhaps  more  diffiufive  than  is  neceflary, 
which  error  I  hope  you  will  pardon,  as  it  may 
probably  be  your  cafe  when  fpeaking  of  Weft- 
minder.  Mv  firft  intention  was  to  have  informed 
you,  that  I  unfortunately  labor  under  a  difeafe 
called  Bajhfulne/s ,  for  which  I  am  told  you  have 
a  certain  remedy.  My  father  ufed  to  defcribe 
me  “  Ingenui  vultus  puer  ingenuique  pudoris  •”  but 
the  following  anecdote  of  my  extreme  fenfibility 
will  make  you  more  thoroughly  acquainted  with 
the  nature  of  my  difeafe,  than  any  other  illuftra- 
tion  I  can  make  ufe  of. 

A  few  weeks  ago  at  a  ball-room,  when  it  came 
to  my  turn  to  call  a  dance,  thinking  I  might  as 
well  fport  the  good  fcholar  before  the  ladies,  I 
walked  up  to  the  muficians.  <c  Well,  Mr.  Fid¬ 
dler,  can  you  play  the  lonick  dance  ?”  He  re¬ 
plied  that  he  had  not  met  with  it  yet,  though  he 
generally  had  the  new  country-dances  from  town 


\ 
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as  foon  as  they  came  out.  As  I  took  care  to 
fpeak  this  in  a  loud  tone  of  voice,  judge  my 
confufion  when,  inftead  of  the  compliments  I 
thought  due  to  my  wit,  a  loud  laugh  burft  forth 
fpontaneoufly  from  every  fide;  and  my  coufin 
Biddy,  flouncing  out  of  the  room  in  a  great 
pafiion,  declared  flie  had  called  for  the  Belle  Ca¬ 
therine ,  and  left  me  to  dance  the  Ionick,  unhar- 
monioufly  by  myfelf.  My  blufhes  rofe  in  quick 
fucceflion,  and  covering  my  face  with  my  hat,  I 
ran  home  in  all  the  torture  of  agonizing  fhame- 
facednefs.  The  remembrance  of  that  horrid 
fcene  has  induced  me  to  trouble  you,  requefting 
.that  if  Brajs  is  (like  other  metals)  transferable, 
vou  will  be  fo  good  as  to  beftow  a  little  on 

Your  obedient  humble  fervant, 
Simon  Sheepish. 

I  am  extremely  happy  that  it  is  in  my  power 
to  recommend  fo  Ample  yet  efficacious  a  remedy 
as  the  following  to  Mr.  Sheepifh, 

Let  him  never  fliew  his  ingenuity,  when  bar¬ 
barity  muft  be  the  confequence  of  the  exhibition. 
Let  his  wit  flow  naturally  at  proper  times  and  in 
proper  places;  and,  in  fhort,  let  him  a6t  in  fuch 
a  manner  as  to  defy  cenfure,  and  fhame  will  ne¬ 
ver  raife  a  Iphifh  upon  his  cheelv? 

Though 
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Though  I  cannot  pretend  to  the  extreme  nio- 
deity  of  my  correfpondentj  I  neverthelefs  hare 
not  fuHicient  impudence  to  enable  me  to  publifh 
my  ^ualificatic  ns  (if  I  poffefs  any)  to  the  world  5 
nor  would  I  fo  difhcnor  the  underitandings  of  my 
readers  as  to  1  imagine  a  public  and  private  edu¬ 
cation  would  afford  them  a  moment's  compa- 
rifon.  •  ' 


My  correfpondent's  philosophical  apathy  (as  he 
terms  it)  will  never  excite  my  envy*  I  wifh  not 
to  diveil  myfelf  of  feeling:  cc  homo  Jam  nihil  hn- 
manum  a  me  alienum  puto  ”  and  I  hope  we  may 
Hill  preferve  our  generality,  notwithftanding  the 
derifion  of  Mr;  Syntax's  prudent  boys ,  whom  I 
would  -admonifh,  that  fince  their  chief  reward 
feems  to  proceed  from  a  Tree,  to  take  care  that 
their  punifhment  may  not  be  ingrafted  on  the 
fame  root.  N* 


Noi 

I 

Q  f  THE 


RIFL 


Semper  ego  Auditor  tantiim? 

J  UVtN  At, 


LONDON ! 

PRINTED  FOR  THE  AUTHORS, 

AND' 

Soli  by  MeSieors  Roeik  sons,  Pater-noSsr-Row, 

M«  D  C  C.LXXXVI  II, 

Ctrtmfc  at  ^tattontts  $att» 


B  R  R  A  T  A  in  No.  XXIIv 

Page  290,  line  8,  for  plunde ,  read  plunder. 

—  291,  line  laft  but  one,  for  Cal  cot,  read  Catcott » 


V 


Number  XXIII. 


T 


OF  THE 


S  AT  URD  AY,  November  i ,  1788* 


bfuam  ftfpe  Gb  volup  fates  m^rcre  afficimur. 

S.  HrERONYMi 

How  often  do  we  meet  with  misfortunes  in  the 
purfuit  of  pleafure  ? 

Fo  Timothy  Touchstone,  Ffq, 

Sir, 

I  AM  lately  returned  from  the  Lakes  in  Cum¬ 
berland,  having  fulfilled  an  engagement  with 
fome  friends  to  form  one  in  a  party  of  pleafure 4 
As  our  exeurfion  was  interrupted  by  feveral  ac¬ 
cidents,  the  recollehiion  of  the  word  pleafure  is 
become  quite  incongruous  to  my  ear,  and  this 
fafhionabie  mode  of  expreflion  feems  diamecri* 
£ally  oppofite  to  the  true  principles  of  the  fpeak- 
er’s  meaning.  I  have  often  enquired  into  the 

A  a  caufe 
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caule  of  a  companion’s  indifpofition,  and  been 
informed  that  cc  it  was  a  fevere  cold  caught  the 
preceding  night,  as  my  friend  returned  with  a 
party  of  pleafure  from  Vauxhall.”  I  will  omit 
the  dully  accidents  of  parties  to  races,  reviews, 
&c.  as  I  flatter  myfelf  an  account  of  my  own 
plea/ant  excurfion  and  the  characters  of  my  com¬ 
panions  may  not  prove  unentertaining  to  fome 
of  vour  readers,  and  perhaps  not  altogether 
without  its  ufe.  But  before  I  proceed  on  my 
journey,  it  will  be  neceffary  to  introduce  my  af- 
fociates  to  your  knowledge. 

The  family  of  the  Stockwells  cannot  boat  of 
the  purity  of  their  blood,  or  produce  a  genealogy 
as  long  as  the  defcendants  of  Malcolm  and  Cad- 
walladerj  thefe  deficiencies  are,  however,  Tup- 
plied  by  a  very  ample  fortune.  Mr.  Stockwell 
is  the  fon  of  a  a  honelt  tradefman,  who  bellowed 
an  education  upon  him  (as  he  judged)  fuitable 
to  his  future  pro fp efts.  The  fludy  of  the  dead 
languages  proved,  in  his.  opinion,  often  detri¬ 
mental  to  young  men,  on  the  Eallern  fide  of 
Temple-bar;  he  therefor^  feledled  an  academy 
within  the  found  of  Bow-bell,  where  “  Writing 
and  Arithmetick  are  taught  upon  moderate 
terms. ”  Thefe  attainments,  with  a  fuperficial 
knowledge  of  the  Englifh  Grammar,  perfected 

the 
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the  young  Gentleman  for  the  Qompting-houfe. 
During  the  life  of  his  father,  his  application  to 
bufinefs  was  conftant;  the  pecuniary  advantages 
inconfiderable ;  but  he  acquired  a  general  know¬ 
ledge  of  Commerce,  by  which  he  was  enabled, 
upon  the  deceafe  of  the  old  man,  to  trade  ad- 
venturoufly  to  moil  parts  of  the  world,  Amidft 
the  various  methods  which  he  employed  of  in- 
creafing  his  riches,  the  funds  principally  engaged 
his  attention.  He  became  a  capital  purchafer, 
and  one  morning  obtained  a  very  large  fortune 
by  afudden  rife  in  Bank-Hock.  His  ideas  were 
dilated  by  this  fudden  increafe  in  his  fituation: 
Trade,  he  once  argued,  was  not  only  lucrative, 
but  honorable  and  preferable  to  Law  or  Divinity; 
now  the  hurry  andnoife  of  the  Stock-Exchange 
is  offenfive  to  his  ear;  he  difdains  the  ac¬ 
quaintance  of  a  Jew  Broker,  and  defpifes  a  bar¬ 
gain  as  an  object  beneath  the  confequence  of 
an  independent  man.  An  affociation  with  people 
of  fafhion,  and  an  imitation  of  the  manners  of 
high  life,  -  he  conceives,  will  compenfate  for  the 
want  of  a  liberal  education.  He  has  purchafed 
an  elegant  villa  on  the  banks  of  the  Thames, 
and  an  extenfive  eltate  in  an  inland  county,  where 
he  occafionally  retires  from  the  diilipated  fcenes 
of  th$  metropolis* 

Though 
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Though  the  traits  of  avarice  are  difcernible  in 
his  general  character,  affe&ation  and  vanity  re- 
rnove  every  obftacle,  and  tranfgrefs  beyond  the 
limits  of  parfimony.  He  can  boaft  of  the  richeft 
liveries  and  mod'  fplendid  carriages  in  the  county; 

his  coach  is  drawn  by  fix  horfes  during  the 

*  * 

races.,  and  followed  by  four  fervants,  that  the 
lower  clafs  of  people  may  gaze  at  his  magnifi¬ 
cence,  and  admire  his  liberality.  If  folicited  to 
contribute  to  the  fupport  of  a  needy  family,  or 

fubfcribe  to  the  erection  of  a  new  building,  he 

.* 

examines  the  lift,  and  fupercilioufty  adds  his 
name,  actuated  by  arrogance  to  bellow  the 
Jargefb  fum. 

His  worthy  Lady  is  the  daughter  of  a  rich 
Grocer,  about  ten  years  older  than  her  fpoufe. 
Shakefpeare’s  merry  Knight  with  propriety 
might  be  called  <c  lean  Jack  barebones,”  if 
placed  in  competition  with  our  Heroine  :  her 
bulk  fo  far  exceeds  the  common  fize  of  women, 
that  every  beholder  muft  exclaim  in  the  words  of 
Terence, 

- kabitudo  eft  corporis , 

The  effects  of  ftrong  waters  and  cordials  have 
proved  fo  falutary  in  difpeliing  a  pain  in  her  fto- 
macff,  that  from  their  confequences  her  nofe 
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(which  is  remarkably  large)  may  vie  with  the 
honeycomb  in  fmoothnefs,  or  the  gills  of  a  tur¬ 
key-cock  in  color.  The  Knights  of  the  Burning 
Lamp  are  a  fociety  of  long  eftablifhment :  as  a 
candidate  for  the  prefidency  hie  would  remain 
unrivalled,  as  her  nafal  qualifications  entitle  her 

to  the  firft  rank  in  this  order. 

*  \  ' 

Her  difpofition  is  in  fome  degree  confentane- 
ous  to  her  hufband’s  excentric  manners:  her 
money  hie  fuppofes  a  fufficient  introduction  to 
the  fociety  of  nobility;  where,  forgetful  of  her 
former  condition,  hie  rails  at  the  vulgarity  of 
mechanicks,  and  at  laft  is  lofl  in  a  maze  of  fa- 
Ihionable  intricacies.  Her  high-bred  compa¬ 
nions  then  efteem  it  a  frolic  to  mortify  her  va¬ 
nity  and  fecond-hand  dignity,  by  extolling  the 
induftry  of  her  anceftors;  but  oftentation  has 
made  her  feelings  almoft  infenfible  to  thefe  tor¬ 
tures;  for  hie  difregards  them  With  the  princi¬ 
ples  of  a  rigid  Stoic. 


A  fon  and  daughter  are  the  only  remaining 
iflue  of  ten  children,  whole  conduct,  though  ac¬ 
tuated  by  different  caufes,  proves  as  abfurd  as 
their  parent’s, 

Mifs  Kitty  is  about  twenty- three  years  of  age; 
her  perfon  not  altogether  unpleafant,  but  as  a 

woman 
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woman  poffeffed  of  extreme  fenfibility  and  de¬ 
licate  feelings.  She  occafionally  facrifices  at  the 
fhrine  of  the  Mufes,  can  fcribble  the  elegiac 
murmurs  of  a  languishing  fwain,  or  die  com¬ 
plaints  of  a  perjured  lover.  Her  mother  was 
refolved  (to  ufe  her  own  exprefllon)  to  do  the 
thing  genteelly ,  and  therefore  fent  her  for  two 
years  to  a  boarding- fchool.  The  fight  of  a  lame 
perfon  throws  her  into  hyftericks,  and  her  acute 
feelings  often  create  vifionary  obje6ts  of  fear. 
Her  figure  has  attracted  the  attention  of  many 
young  men,  whofe  manners  indicated  ferious  in¬ 
tentions,  but  fome  unfortunate  expreffion  of  the 
lover's  has  unravelled  the  texture  of  many 
months  compofition:  commendations  on  cock- 
fighting,  horfe-racing,  and  even  hunting,  dil- 
covered  (in  her  opinion)  a  want  of  humanity ; 
fuch  agreeable  gratifications  fhould  be  abolifhed, 
and  yield  to  the  mild  influence  of  mutual  fym- 

Thefe  fubjefls  in  general  offer  an  opportunity 
for  the  difplay  of  her  literary  talents.  She  has 
lately  compofed  an  Elegy  in  remembrance  of 
her  favorite  lap-dog  Mignion,  who  was  con¬ 
veyed  from  London  in  a  poft-chaife  into  the 
country,  to  be  buried  under  a  myrtle  tree  planted 
by  her  own  hand.  The  old  Gentleman  is  al¬ 
ways 
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ways  difpleafed  with  the  continued  repetition  of 
fine  thoughts ,  elegant  expreffions ,  and  truly  poetical 
ideas:  domeftic  concerns  he  juftly  thinks  are  ac¬ 
quisitions  more  requifite  for  a  young  lady,  than 
an  ufelels  attention  to  lap-dogs  or  Canary-birds. 
The  Son  is  lately  returned  from  Oxford,  accom¬ 
panied  by  his  Tutor,  a  modeft  and  inoffenhve 
man.  The  father’s  vanity  induced  him  to  allow 
his  fon  a  liberal  income,  that  he  might  form 
connections,  and  affociate  only  with  Noblemen 
and  Gentlemen  Commoners;  the  morals  of  the 
young  man  have  therefore  been  tainted  with  de¬ 
bauchery  and  extravagance;  two  vices,  which 
not  only  prove  prejudicial  to  individuals,  but 
often  excite  the  cavils  of  the  dilputative  againfr 
thofe  pillars  of  Public  Education - the  two 

Uni  verities ! 

\ 

'N 

Such  are  the  traits  of  thofe  characters,  with 
which  your  readers  mult  fuppofe  I  am  feared  at 
Low-wood  Inn,  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the 
Lakes.  I  arrived  late  in  the  evening,  and  upon 
enquiry  found  they  had  obtained  the  belt  accom¬ 
modations  that  the  place  afforded.  I  v/as  intro^ 
duced  whilft  the  family  were  at  fupper,  and  after 
an  hearty  fhake  from  the  Father,  and  a  dam1  me ^ 
my  hoy ,  how  fare  you?  from  the  hopeful  Son;  the 
latter  began  to  difplay  his  logic  at  the  expence  of 

his 
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his  Tutor’s  modefty,  who  appeared  the  principal 
object  of  his  derifion  and  entertainment. 

Young  Stockwell  began  to  boaft  of  his  driving 
a  gig  from  Oxford  to  London  in  fix  hours :  this 
addon  met  with  the  disapprobation  of  the  Lady 
of  feeling,  who  inveighed  in  the  molt  virulent 
terms  againft  the  cruelty  of  the  cuftom;  red- 
procity  of  punifhment  fhe  recommended  to  be 
infiicled  on  Such  barbarians ;  for  her  own  part* 
Hie  had  often  walked  from  Drury-lane  Theatre 
in  a  rainy  night,  that  the  poor  dumb  animals 
might  not  Suffer  additional  torment.  Her  bro¬ 
ther  could  no  longer  reftrain  the  violence  of  his 
temper,  but  with  great  emotion  exclaimed, 
fC  Damn  your  fenfibility !  I  would  not  Sacrifice 
the  pleafures  of  an  Oxford  Hack,  or  the  happi- 
nefs  of  four  in  hand,  for  all  the  morality  that  you 
boaft  of.”  This  was  followed  by  a  friendly  lec¬ 
ture  from  Mrs.  Stockwell,  to  pay  that  deference 
to  his  lifter,  to  which  her  abilities  and  the  weak- 
nefs  of  her  fex  entitled  her.  Fatigued  with  my 
journey,  and  deriving  no  pleafure  from  conver¬ 
sation,  I  moved  to  retire.  This  propofal  met 
with  the  concurrence  of  the  whole  company,  who 
appointed  fix  as  the  hour  of  riling. 
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I  was  awakened  in  the  morning  by  a  fervantin 
livery,  who  informed  me  that  the  ladies  were 
ready,  and  only  awaited  my  prdence :  I  therefore 
haltened  down  ftairs,  and,  after  the  ufual  compli¬ 
ments,  we  got  into  a  remarkable  large  family-coach, 
provided  with  two  poftillions,  the  fat  coachman, 
and  three  grooms.  The  two  females  of  courfe 
were  placed  in  the  front  feat,  and  I  was  com¬ 
plimented  with  the  honor  of  fitting  between 
them — ■ 


Ingredior ,  fedeo>  cubitumque  coarftor  utrumqu 
Atque  duas  pingues  comprimor  inter  anus — r. 

Bourse, 

the  three  gentlemen  oppafite— you  muft  figure 
to  yourfeif  my  unpleafing  fituation,  as  I  find 
mvfeif  unable  to  defcribe  it.  The  corpulency 
of  the  one,  and  the  falhionable  hat  of  the  other, 
entirely  deprived  me  of  the  light.  I  heard  in 
filent  anguifh  the  defcription  of  views,  that  ex*^ 
ceeded  the  power  of  language ;  and  the  beauti¬ 
ful  difplay  of  nature  infpired  the  young  lady’s 
imagination  with  fubiime  ideas. 


Mrs?  Stockwell  was  fuddenly  feized  with  a 
giddinefs  in  her  head,  and  a  pain  in  her  ftpmach, 
when  we  had  proceeded  about  three  miles.  I 

expref- 
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cxpreffed  my  concern  for  her  indifpofition,  and! 
offered  her  a  fmelling  bottle j  this  was  politely 
refufed,  as  Ihe  always  carried  an  infallible  re^ 
medy  on  account  of  the  frequency  of  her  dif- 
order,  defiring  Mifs  Kitty  to  feel  in  the  pocket 
for  the  cherry  brandy  and  neat’s  tongue  j  but  her 
maid’s  early  riling  had  deprived  her  of  her  me¬ 
mory,  for  after  diligent  fearch  the  medicine 
could  not  be  found.  The  patient  began  to  rail 
at  the  negligence  of  her  fervant,  and  protefted 
fire  could  not  proceed,  unlefs  fhe  had  her  lifual 
morning  draught:  One  of  the  grooms  was  there¬ 
fore  fent  back  to  Low  Wood  to  bring  the 
wifhed-for  liquor.  I  delired  the  coachman  to 
go  on,  but  was  inftantly  checked,  as  the  fhak- 
dng  of  the  carriage  affedted  her  nerves,  I  was 
entertained  during  the  abfence  of  the  fervant  with 
the  incefiant  fnoring:  of  father  and  fon,  whilft 
the  mother  uttered  her  complaints  and  difcotirfed 
upon  the  efficacy  of  brandy  in  removing  her 
pain.  The  expedted  prize  at  length  arrived: 
A  large  glafs  with  an  immoderate  pinch  of  fnuff 
was  the  firft  dofe ;  fire  then  recommended  a  little 
to  me,  as  the  bell  preventative  of  wind  in  the 
ftomach;  this  I  politely  refufed,  but  fhe  found 
it  neceffary  to  take  a  fecond  bumper,  whicfe 
fcffedhially  accomplilhed  her  cure* 
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Ecce  iterum-.  Juvenal* 

Once  more  the  fame  iubjedh 


rip 

A  H  E  whips  of  the  poftillions  again  cracked, 
but  the  fudden  jolt  of  the  carriage  awakened  the 
young  fquire,  who  dreaming  that  he  was  en¬ 
gaged  in  a  fox  chace,  roared  out  <c  Hark,  for¬ 
ward,  my  boys,  tallyho!”  the  fumes  of  the 
preceding  nightls  tobacco  meeting  the  medicinal 
fmell  of  cherry  brandy  (though  I  am,  not  very 
delicate)  had  nearly  conquered  me ;  but  a  for¬ 
tunate  puff  of  wind  carried  both  for  fome  time 
into  the  common  atmofphere.  An  unwieldy 
perfon  oppofed  to  an  hat,  that  refembled  a  pa¬ 
rasol,  and  a  cork  rump  proved  the  Scylla  and 
Charybdis  of  the  excurfion;  for  I  was  irrefifti- 
bly  thrown  by  the  motion  of  the  coach  upon  the 

B  b  mercy 
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mercy  of  the  old  lady,  and  relieved  in  a  few 
minutes  from  this  inconvenience  by  difcompof- 

mg  die  order  of  fafhionable  folly.  cc  The  rural 
fubjefts,  which  have  employed  the  pens  of  Den¬ 
ham  and  Pope,”  laid  Mifs  Kitty,  addrefiTng, 
herfelf  to  me,  cc  muft  yield  to  the  beauties  of 
thefe  romantic. fcenes;”  the  was  proceeding',  but 
a  violent  crafh  of  the  fore -wheel  interrupted  her 
favorite  rhapfody,  and  we  were  immediately  fet 
fail  in  a  Hough.  Such  a  fcene  of  confuiion  en- 
fued,  as  to  cc  beggar  defcription;”  the  mother 
fainted,  the  father  awoke,  and  flew  into  a  violent 
paffion,  ignorant  of  the  caufe  of  the  disturbance  ; 
Mifs  declaimed  againft  the  cruelty  of  the  poftil- 
lions,  who  were  whipping  the  horfes :  We  were 
at  length  relieved  by  the  prefence  of  our  attend¬ 
ants,  who  were  almofc  Stunned  by  theincefiant  cry 
of  cc  help !  Richard !  William !  John !  open  the 
door!”  this  command  was  executed,  and  we 
were  all  lifted  out  of  the  carriage.  The  Oxo¬ 
nian  declared  thefe  accidents  frequently  occurred 
in  fchemes  to  town;  and  that  a  fore  fide  or 
black  eye  wrere  the  only  inconveniencies.  Upon 
examination  of  our  wounds,  I  found  I  was  ho¬ 
nored  with  the  latter.  The  method  of  proce¬ 
dure  then  engrofied  our  consideration ;  the  elder 
branch  propofed  returning,  but  Mifs  was  de¬ 
termined  not  to  be  disappointed  in  her  -plea[urey 

as 
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as  the  beauties  of  the  pro fp eft  would  be  height¬ 
ened  by  the  prefent  ferenity  of  the  (ley.  Upon 
enquiry  we  found,  that  we  had  advanced  fix 
miles,  and  were  abfent  about  one  from  an  emi¬ 
nence,  whence  we  might  fee  Coniiton  Lake,  and 
the  country  adjacent.  A  fervant  was  lent  to 
a-  neighbouring  wheelwright’s  to  repair  the  car¬ 
riage,  whil ft  we  afcended  the  hill.  The  aiTift- 
ance  of  my  arm  was  accepted  by  the  mother, 
who  complained  of  the  uneafinefs  the  pebbles 
indicted  upon  her  corns  3  I  comforted  her  with 
an  alTurance,  that  the  magnificence  of  the  prof-' 
pecb  would  compenfate  for  her  prefent  lamenta¬ 
tion;— the  brother  paid  a  proper  fraternal  regard 
to  his  filter,  the  father  grumbled,  and  the  tutor 
clofed  .the  procdkon  in  filence.  At  length  we 
reached  the  top,  from  whence  we  obferved  the 
lake  furrounded  with  rich  meadows:  The  pen¬ 
dent  wpods  that  (hade  Coniiton  Hall,  and  the 
neighbouring  mountains  prefent  a  view,  that 
exceeds  human  conceptions;  blit  amidft  this 
feene  of  flee. Jure  an  unexpected  calamity  oc¬ 
curred;  the  neceflltyof  a  fpying-glafs  had  been 
entirely  forgot;  the  exulting  youth  ieized  this 
opportunity  of  (porting  with  the  patience /of  his 
mother,  by  exprefling  aitonifhmen:  at  objects, 
which  exceeded  her  penetration,  A  meffenger 
arrived  acquainting  us,  that  the  carriage  was  re¬ 
paired. 
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paired,  and  waited  our  prefence  *  this  was  a  for* 
tunate  circ.umllance,  for  a  fudden  fog  accompa¬ 
nied  by  a  flight  rain  overtook  us,  as  we  hurried 
down  the  hill.  The  tutor’s  unlucky  liars  placed 
him  in  my  former  fltuation  between  the  two 
ladies,  but  his  complacency  would  not  permit  him 
to  murmur.  It  was  now  una  voce  determined 
to  dine  at  Low  Wood ;  this  refoiution  excited 
the  moll  plealing  fenfations  in  my  bread,  as  I 
expedited  a  more  fpeedy  relief  from  my  embar- 
ralfment  The  Oxonian  thence  exprefleda  defire 
to  fliow  his  dexterity  in  the  management  of  the 
whip — the  felicitations  of  a  parent  anxious  for 
the  fafety  of  her  fon  proved  of  no  effefl— -diib- 
bedience  prevailed  againlr  the  remonftrancq 
of  father,  mother,  filler  and  tutor.  The  wo¬ 
man  of  feeling  admonifhed  him  not  to  ufe  tfle 
dumb  creatures  cruelly $  as  foon  as  he  was 
mounted,  with  the  afliilance  of  the  pollillions, 
he  fo  whipped  and  halloed,  that  the  violent 
fpeed  of  the  horfes  encreafed  the  terror  of  the 
inflde  company 3  Mrs.  Stockwell  (though  op- 
pofed  by  her  hulband,  the  tutor  and  myfelf) 
{creamed  in  fo  violent  a  manner,  that  Ihe  caufed 
them  to  overpower  the  reins  of  the  new  coach¬ 
man.  Mama  fainted,  Mifs  wept;  the  reiterated 
cries  of  the  ladies  were  at  length  interrupted  by 
a  ficQfid  overthrow  of  the  carriage:  our  direc¬ 
tor 
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tor  was  thrown  about  ten  yards  into  a  deep  quag- 
mire3  from  whence  he  found  dt  difficult  to  ex¬ 
tricate  himfelf;  order  was  baniffied  from  within 
the  coach;  like  an  Atlas  I  bore  the  burthen  of 
the  whole  company  upon  my  back  and  {bould¬ 
ers ;  Mr.  Stock  well  fprawled  over  the  perfon  of 
his  wife,  and  crept  through  the  window;  the  tu¬ 
tor  and  the  young  lady  difputed  (ignorant  of  my 
condition)  concerning  the  right  of  precedency, 
the  lady  at  length  yielded  to  the  entreaties  of  the 
dependant  fcholar,  who  followed  the  example  of 
the  old  gentleman. 

The  removal  of  Mrs,  Stockwell  was  next  at-? 
tempted,  but,  like  the  puniffiment  of  Ixion,  we 
found  the  talk  more  difficult,  as  our  efforts  en- 
creafed.  That  one  misfortune  is  generally  pro¬ 
ductive  of  another,  every  man  converfant  in  the 
yiciffitudes  of  life  mull  allow.  Violent  contufions 
on  every  part  of  my  body  were  not  the  only  incon¬ 
veniences  I  at  that  time  experienced;  an  unfortu¬ 
nate  tvpit  of  her  elbow  cracked  the  precious  liquor, 
that  had  caufod  fo  much  difcontent  at  the  com¬ 
mencement  of  our  journey,  and  upon  her  expa¬ 
tiating  on  the  lofs,  a  large  box  of  rappee  dropt 
from  her  ffiand:  The  contents  of  both  flowed 
fo  abundantly  into  my  nofe  and  mouth,  that  I 
had  nearly  fuffered  fuffocation.  As  foon  as  our 
female  k'alfcaff  had  alighted,  for  which  purpole 
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they  were  compelled  to  open  the  coach  door.,  I 
leaped  out  to  enjoy  the  benefits  of  the  clear  air, 
of  which  pleafure  I  had  for  fome  time  been  de¬ 
prived.  When  I  had  recovered  from  my  fright, 
and  enquired  into  the  date  of  my  companions ; 
though  battered  and  bruiled,  I  could  fcarce  re¬ 
frain  from  laughter  at  the  fight  of  our  juvenile 
charioteer — his  clothes  were  befmeared  with  mud, 
his  face  and  hands  feverely  bliftered  by  thiftles. 

As  the  reparation  of  this  fecond  accident  was 
impoffible,  we  remained  for  fome  time  expofed  to 
an  heavy  fhower,  deliberating  upon  our  future 
method  of  conveyance.  In  this  condition  we 
continued  an  hour,  when  a  returned  poft-chaife 
fortunately  pafied  by,  in  which  we  feated,  or 
rather  compreffed  the  two  ladies  and  the  old  gen¬ 
tleman.  I  propofed  the  groom’s  horfes  for  our- 
felves.  The  Tutor,  better  verled  in  the  chariot- 
race  of  Homer  or  V  irgil,  than  in  the  art  of  mo¬ 
dern  horfemanfhip,  but  unwilling  to  dliplay  his 
ignorance,  ieconded  the  motion,  and  unfortunately 
was  mounted  on  the  mod  unruly  horfe.  We 
proceeded  very  gently  for  fome  time.  The  fore- 
nefs  of  my  own  bones,  and  the  wet  condition  o  f 
the  Squire,  favored  the  Tutor  for  a  quarter  of  a 
mile 3  but  the  Squire’s  horfe,  with  a  hidden  fmack 
of  his  whip,  fcarted  into  a  violent  gallop  :  the 
Tutor’s  inftantly  followed,  which  Young  Stock- 
;  ivell 
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well  obferved  with  a  glance  of  triumph,  and 
on  a  fuppofition  that,  fired  with  a  fpirit  of  emu¬ 
lation,  he  was  attempting  to  pais  him,  increafed 
his  pace;  when  his  Preceptor,  finding  every  ef¬ 
fort  of  curbing  his  horfe  fruitlefs,  dropped  the 

1 

bridle,  and  grafped  at  the  laft  hope  of  fafety,  the 
mane.  His  exclamations  of  “Stop!  Hop!” 
were  interpreted  by  his  equeftrian  antagonift  as 
the  ufual  tricks  of  an  experienced  jockey.  Tho’ 
uneafy  for  the  fafety  of  poor  Orthodox,  I  could 
not  abftain  from  fmiling  at  his  diftrefs.  The 
Play  concluded  with  the  downfal  of  the  Tutor. 
His  horfe,  unaccuftomed  to  the  treatment  he 
experienced  through  the  unfkilfulnefs  of  his 
rider,  toffed  his  head  in  fo  violent  a  man¬ 
ner,  that  he  loft  two  of  his  teeth,  and  a 

\ 

tumble  on  the  foul  road  proved  the  cataftrophe 
of  a  fcene  worthy  of  the  pencil  of  an  Hogarth. 
I  haftened  to  his  aftiftance.  As  the  lofs  of  teeth 
■was  the  only  damage  he  fuftained,  I  led  him 
to  a  brook,  and  wafhing  his  mouth,  tied  an 
handkerchief  round  his  head.  I  had  perfuaded 
him  to  exchange  htorfes,  but  as  we  were  mounting 
the  poft-chaife  overtook  us,  and  I  related  as 
briefly  as  pofiible  the  caufe  of  our  ftoppage.  We 
Ihould  have  been  delayed  with  precepts  of  mora¬ 
lity  and  di  flotations  upon  companion,  had  not  the 
father  been  anxious  to  return.  The  Tutor  pre¬ 
ferred 
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ferred  riding  behind  the  poft-chaife,  in  which 

manner  we  returned  to  Low- wood,  I  received  a 

^  \ 

letter,  the  contents  of  which  I  did  not  reveal  un¬ 
til  I  heard  a  propofal  from  the  young  lady  to  walk 
the  next  morning  to  Windermere.  T he  beautiful 
profpeCts  we  had  that  day  feen,  and  the  delight 
Hie  took  in  fuch  pleqfant  excurfions,  afforded  a 
fubjeft  of  half  an  hour’s  dhcuffion.  As  I  ex-* 
peCted  our  walk  might  be  attended  with  as  many 
p leafing  accidents  as  the  preceding  day’s  ride,  I 
declined  the  honor  of  accompanying  them ;  and 
taking  out  my  letter,  pretended  that  I  muff  return 
early  the  next  morning.  The  whole  family  ex- 
preffed  their  regret,  as  the  country  about  Win¬ 
der  mere  was  fo  enchanting,  that  they  were  cer-  - 
tain  I  fhould  lofe  much  pleafure.  I  affined  them 
no  confideration,  except  urgent  bufmefs,  fhould 
induce*  me  to  leave  fuch  charming  fcenes  and  fo- 
cial  company. 

In  hopes  that  I  have  clearly  expofed  the  con¬ 
tradiction  exifting  between  a  party  of  pleafure  and 
its  common  defcription,  and  elucidated  by  the 
foregoing  narrative  my  prefatory  obfervations,  I 
remain  Your  humble  fervant, 

G eof fry  Gadabout. 

*  /  '  ■>  . 
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Errors  and  prejudices  have  prevailed  fince 
the  infancy  of  fociety,  but  mo  ft  of  them  are  the 
effedls  of  habit,  (to  which  I  attribute  Mr.  Gad¬ 
about’s  complaint)  as  phyfical  caufes  poffefs  but 
little  influence  over  the  human  mind. 

Our  intelledtual  conceptions  of  objedls  are 
often  fwayed  by  principles  contrary  to  reafon, 
though  cuftom  or  rather  fafhionable  conceit  may 
apparently  give  fandtion  to  thefe  inconfiftencies. 
Emotions  which  excite  pleafure  or  pain  in  one 
bread:,  may  produce  contrary  effedts  in  another : 
the  foregoing  example  is,  I  think,  clearly  illus¬ 
trative  of  this  truth.  An  imaginary  precon-* 
ception  of  pleafure  fo  elevated  Mifs  Stockwell’s 
fancy,  that  her  ideas  feem  expofed  to  the  fame 
mutabili.y  of  fafhion  to  which  her  drefs  is  liable. 
If  her  notions  were  adopted,  the  affedlions  of 
the  human  mind  to  particular  objedls  might  be 
defcribed  by  exprellions,  hitherto  explanatory  of 
an  oppofite  meaning.  Pleafure  and  pain,  virtue 
and  vice,  might  occafionally  exchange  nanaes ; 
the  indefatigable  labor  of  Lexicographers  would 
be  entirely  obviated ;  our  ideas  would  be  altered 
as  often  as  the  abfurd  levity  of  a  perfon  of  fafhion 
might  diredt,  or  other  fortuitous  circumftances 
regulate. 

The  ignorant  obferve  the  imperfedtions  of 
the  great  with  envy,  and  endeavor  to  imitate 
a.  cuftoms 

uT  '  '  '  m 


I  '  /* 

•  ■  .  '  ,  •  I 

318  The  Trifle rw 

~ -  ,  •  > 

cuftoms  that  are  difgr aceful  to  an  enlightened 
nation.  The  foibles  of  the  Nobleman  gradually 
defcend  to  the  lowell  clafs  of  focietv ;  caution 
and  prudence  fhould  therefore  be  the  maxims  of 
men,  by  whofe  adlions  the  multitude  are  guided. 
In  like  manner  if  the  definition  of  words  is  di¬ 
rected  by  the  will  of  individuals  ;  if  the  mecha¬ 
nic’s  daughter  can  patiently  endure  difappoint- 
ment,  yet  derive  exquifite  pleafure  from  her 
fufferance,  becaufe  it  is  fafhionable,  the  expofi- 
tion  of  thefe  abfurdities,  and  the  promotion  of 
their  reform,  fhould  be  forwarded  by  every  man 
of  fenfe. 

That  the  diffufion  of  literature  and  the  pro- 
grefs  of  civilization  are  now  more  general  than  at 
any  pail  period,  needs  no  exempliiicatioil :  if 
the  triumph  of  Genius  ns  therefore  fo  great,  we 
fliould  fuffer  no  depravation,  but  endeavor  to 
extricate  the  principles  of  fcience  and  general 
knowledge  from  thole  errors  in  which  they  are 
involved,  '  -  B. 
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A  wife  Phyfician  fkill’d  our  wounds  to  heaf 
Is  more  than  armies  to  the  .Public  Weal.  Pope. 

While  I  was  endeavoring  the  other  day  to 
diffipate  melancholy  by  the  reading  of  a  News¬ 
paper,  my  attention  was  attracted  by  a  long 
advertifement  compofed  by  one  of  our  learned 
itinerant  profeifors  of  Pharmacy  :  as  it  outdid 
all  former  attempts  which  I  had  before  feen, 
in  the  art  of  puffing,  and  the  powers  of  recom¬ 
mendation,  I  have  tranferibed  it  for  the  benefit 
of  my  Readers,  and  added  a  few  remarks  by 
way  of  antidote. 

3B  Y  the  bidding  of  God,  and  for  the  good  or 
his  creatures!!  Precifely  at  half  pafe  fix  laffc 
night,  arrived  at  this  town,  the  great  and  juflly 
celebrated  Doctor  R - — ,  and  with  him  the  rnoft 
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rare  and  invaluable  affortment  of  inerrable  medi¬ 
cines  in  the  known  world,  of  which  the  fallowing 
is  only  a  brief  recitation.  His  inestimable  volatile 
falls,  thecornponentparts  of- which  are  known  only 
to  the  Doftor,  and  will  remain  fo  to  all  eternity. 
However,  therefore,  they  may  be  imitated  in  form, 
they  never  can  be  in  effeffi.  The  moment  they 
are  applied  to  the  olfadtofy  organ,  vulgarly  called 
the  nofe,  they  will  recover  the  molt  difmal  fainting  v 
or  fwooning  fits— -will  difpel  till  the  hour  of  dif- 

i. 

folution,  flufhings,  vapors,  dullnefs,  head-achs, 
megrims,  &c.-~ the  molt  violent  hypochondriac 
affection,  even  when  death  and  destruction  are 
the  determined  refult  of  an  affected  mind,  or 
difordered  body,  cannot  withstand  the  inexpugna¬ 
ble  force  of  their  firft  application.  They  are  a 
certain  and  fpeedy  remedy  for  fleepinefs  whether 
natural  or  acquired,  keep  up  the  fpirits  to  a  mi¬ 
racle,  invigorate  and  enliven  the  whole  man;, 
and,  in  a  word,  refufcitate  all  his  fenfitive  facul¬ 
ties  and  powers  accefTible  to  fenfation.  In  cafes 
of  inebriety,  their  power  is  wonderful  indeed, 
for  the  gentled  fniff  will  in  the  twinkling  of  an 
eye  reitore  the  drunkard  to  the  free  and  untainted 
exercife  of  his  reafon—and  more  wonderful  (till ! 
one  and  twenty  cafes  are  attefted  by  perfons  of 
eminent  veracity,  where  their  vivifying  power 
has  actually  caufed  revivifcency  to  thofe  who  had 

appa- 
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apparently  funk  into  ever  lading  Humber ! ! !  They 
are  alfo  to  be  diffolved  and  taken  internally  by 
droplets,  which,  as  they  effectually  expunge  and 
eradicate  the  conftitutional  caufe,  fo  they  relieve 
and  potently  comfort  and  recreate  the  brain, 
ftrengthen  and  corroborate  the  ftomach,  remove 
languor,  purify  the  blood ;  and,  in  a  word,  are 
the  greatefc  Cephalic,  Stomachic,  Hepatic,  and 
powerful  Aromatic  poflible. — Sold  for  the  good 
of  mankind  fo  low  as  five  (hillings  the  bottle. 

The  fuperlative  Antifcorbutic  pill,  which  cures 
all  kind  of  infections  in  the  blood,  and  is  a  pre¬ 
ventive  againft  all  diforders,  even  when  they 
are  arrived  to  their  laft  and  utmoft  attack  on 
human  nature— it  dhmves  every  difcruciating  pain 
from  the  ftomach,  adjuvates  digeftion,  and  pate- 
fies  obffrudtions— -it  is  the  belt:  medicine  in  the 
whole  univerfe  againft  thofe  pernicious  animalcule 
in  children  and  grown  perfons,  vulgarly  called 
w — s — fince  it  fcours  away  by  the  irritability 
and  corrofity  of  its  component  parts,  all  the  ropy 
vifcid  humors,  which  are  the  inexhauftibie  fource 
of  endlefs  generation  to  thofe  noxious  reptiles. 
For  thefe,  its  various  qualities,  and  others  too 
many  to  enumerate,  it  is  efteemed  the  molt 
precious  yet,  inpenfible  family  medicinal  refource, 
that  was,  or  ever  will  be  known,  to  preferve 
health.  Price  iqs.  6d.  the  box. 
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The  Doctor  has  an  infallible  fanation  for  corn  s 
without  cutting.— Salves  prepared  upon  the  befl 
principles,  and  from  extramundane^  herbaceous 
productions  of  his  own  cultivating— an  antitode 
for  the  bite  of  a  mad  dog,  compofed  from  a 
chemical  procefs  of  fea- water.  Ointments,  liquids, 
fermentations,  drops*  pills,  and  powders  without 
end  for  the  gout,  rheumatifm,  gravel,  and  ail 
other  chronical  diftempers,  fuited  to  the  different 
ages  and  eonftitutions  of  the  afflicted. 

Hear  ye  Tons  woe,  and  haften  to  the 
Standard  of  Health  ! 

Be  it  known  then,  that  fhould  any  patient 
labor  under  a  variety  of  complaints  mental  and 
corporeal,  be  they  ever  fo  numerous  and  com¬ 
plicated,  whether  caufed  by  the  approach  of  old 
age,  by  excefs  of  good  living,  by  natural  or  ac¬ 
quired  fcorbutic  and  ferophulous  inclinations, 
by  lacerations,  vulneraticns,  or  verherations  of 
any  fort,  or  by  what  contributes  mofl  to  the 
decay  of  human  life— -the  unfkilful  management 
and  premeditated  ignorance  of  what  is  pompoufly 
called  cc  The  regular  Practitioner ”  and  the  appli¬ 
cation  of  his  poifonous  medicaments-— an  exadk 
compound  of  thefe  feveral  invaluable  fpecihcs, 
well  incorporated  and  adminiftered  in  certain  ap¬ 
portionments,  and  at  particular  moments,  the 

know- 
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knowledge  whereof  is  the  Arcanum  Maximiffmum> 
will  infallibly  defell  all  his  ills,  and  reftore  him 
to  priftine  health  and  vigor. 

?  » 

;  .  ,  ■ 

Ni  B.  I  reflore  anfiultation ,  irradiate  the 
blind,  can  fuperate  a  mortification  in  any  part  of 

the  body  without  amputation  ; — To  which  I  cart 
add  with  Jerious  truth>  that  I  am  fo  dexterous  at 
the  Stone,  as  to  have  extradted  more  than  100 

m  .»  . 

root  and  branch  without  diffecating  the  fkin,;  or 
even  the  knowledge  of  the  patient  till  his  cure  was 
sffedled. 

T eeth  drawn  by  a  magical  touch  at  1  s.  each,  or 
10 s.  6d .  per  dozen. 

For  the  ufe  of  Gentlemen  cf  the  Army  who 
may  have  loft  their  ocular  organa,  I  have  falfe 
eyes,  which  even  equal  in  virtue  natural  ones, 
and  are  greatly  their  fuperiors  in  dazzling  viva¬ 
city,  beautiful  Color,  and  incorruptible  llrength, 
as  they  never  debilitate,  or  require  the  applica¬ 
tion  of  artificial  glafies. 

Ccife  of  Anthony  Rhimemonger,  Efq .  Poet . 

To  readers  who  have  not  experimentally 
known  the  medicinal  abilities  of  an  erratic  Phy- 
ficiahj  the  above  brief  recitation  may  appear  to 

include 
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include  exaggerated  accounts,  and  to  avow  the 
poffeffion  of  powers  fituated  beyond  the  reach 
of  humanity---Such  doubts  I  hope  myunbiaffed 
teftimoay  will  difpel.  Many  and  lingular  have 
been  the  benefits  which  my  family  (not  to  men¬ 
tion  others)  have  received.  An  old  Uncle,  who 
after  twenty-five  years  fervice  in  the  Eaft  Indies, 
came  home  crippled,  blind,  deaf,  and  toothlefs, 
by  Dodior  R — ’s  affiftance,  got  a  new  pair  of 
legs,  ditto  of  eyes,  and  ears,  and  a  new  fet  of 
dental  inftruments— with  thefe  perfections  and  a 
tolerable  fhare  of  addrefs,  he  fet  up  for  a  young 
Beau  of  Path  ion,  and  made  ihift  to  carry  off  a 
voting  girl  of  ao.oco/.  fortune  ;  as  Providence 

.DO  J  '"J 

has  not  yet  bleffed  him  with  any  iiTue,  I  look 
upon  myfelf,  and  am  regarded  by  every  one, 
as  his  heir.  I  have  Aunts  of  fixty,  whofe  com¬ 
plexion  and  beauty  is  equal  to  what  it  was  forty 
years  ago ;  I  have  coufins,  who  have  ufed  the 
volatile  halts  with  fuch  wonderful  fuccefs,  that 
they  enjoy  a  life  as  long  again  as  that  of  the  com¬ 
mon  herd  of  mankind.  By  fmeiling  every  four 
and  twenty  hours  to  them,  they  receive  a  greater 
refrefhment  than  what  a  whole  night’s,  deep  could 
confer,  and  thence  employ  in  ufeful  induftry,  or 
innocent  pleafure,  what  would  otherwife  be  fpent 
in  the  neceffary,  but  inactive  relaxation  of  nature’ 
To  bring  myjdf  for  an  example,  I  need  only 

recur 
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recur  to  all  m  various  poems  (lately  publifhed 
in  ocffavo)  the  nervor,  beauty,  reafoning,  and  in¬ 
comparable  merits  of  which  are  all  to  be  attri¬ 
buted  to  the  influence,  of  the  doctor’s  medicines 
over  my  intellectual  powers,  and  meliorated  ge¬ 
nius.  In  expectation  that  credit  will  be  paid  to 
my  atteffations,and  from  the  double  wifli  of  oblig¬ 
ing  the  public,  and  paying  a  debt  of  gratitude  to 
Dr.  R - ,  I  have  certified  the  above  wonder¬ 

ful  facts  all  within  the  narrow  compafs  of  my  own 
family,  and  fet  my  hand  and  feal  in  proof  thereof. 

Anthony  Rhimemonger. 

This  cafe  was  followed  by  many  others  equally 
curious,  which  as  they  only  differ  in  the  names 
of  the  feveral  diforders  fpecified  to  be  cured,  I 
forbear  to  lay  before  my  readers.  The  perufal 
of  the  advertifement  alone  was  fufficient  to  give 
me  a  moft  favorable  opinion  of  its  author;  with 
what  pleafure  did  I  dwell  on  each  inftance  of  his 
miraculous  fkill,  and  tranfcendant  philanthopy ! 
with  what  heartfelt  fatisfa&ion  did  I  exult  in 
the  fuppofition  that  at  length  I  had  found  out 
a  human  being  capable  of  and  replete  with  dif- 
interested  benevolence !  but  alas,  to  thele  pleafing 
and  flattering  fenfations  the  entrance  of  my  friend 
Dick  Frankly  foon  put  a  flop;  feeing  me  inclined 
in  a  melancholy  pofture,  and  a  newfpaper  in  my 
hand,  he  exclaimed  with  his  ufual  adroitnefs, 

«  What/1 
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*fWhat,  grave  and  at  politics  again, Tim?w  aNo,?* 
angered  I,  cc  1  have  been  diverting  myfelf  with’ 
reading  the  celebrated  Dr.  R- — ?s  exploits,  and  as 
you  entered,  was  considering  him  as  the  mod  per¬ 
fect  paragon  of  human  virtue  and  ability  I  had  ever 
inet  with.”  ‘c  A  pretty  midake  this  of  you’Fs,-- - 
fmce  I  can  prove  him  one  of  the  veried  knaves  and 
mod  confummate  fools  in  the  kingdom.”  cc  How 
fo?”  cried  1 3  cc  hear  me,  and  if  what  I  am  going 
to  fay,  does  not  convince  you  of  his  villainy,  your 
too  mature  prejudice  in  his  favor  will  have  got 
the  better  of  reafon  and  common  fenfe;  Well* 

this  R - ,  who  has  no  more  pretenfions  to  the 

title  of  Doblor  than  youfelf}  was  originally  a  tal¬ 
low-chandler’s  fhop-boy  3  his  pilfering  difpofitiorf 
foon  began  to  drew  itfelf,  for  before  the  age  of 
twenty,  he  was  turned  out  of  his  mader’s  houfe, 
on  fufpicion  of  repeated  theft.  After  this  dis¬ 
grace  he  was  picked  up  by  a  wandering  empyric, 
from  whom,  after  he  had  learned  the  technical 
tricks,  he  ran  aw^ay,  and  affuming  the  cognomen 
of  Dr.  fet  up  for  himfelf.  From  the  time  he  has 
followed  this  honorable  profeffion,  there  is  feared 
a  city  in  England  from  which  he  has  not  been 
fucceffively  difmiffed  with  aggravated  ignominy; 
During  the  courfe  of  lad  dimmer  he  differed  two 
jepulfions,  one  at  B— - — ,  the  other  at  -3 
of  his  retreat  froth  the  latter  of  thefe  places  I  will 
relate  to  you  the  caufe— it  will  give  you  a  fpeci- 

men 
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men  of  his  diftntereftcd  practice.  A  countryman* 
who  for  fome  time  had  labored  under  a  very  bad 
ague,  feduced  by  the  pompous  account  of  the 
Dodor’s  ortmifcience,  gathered  among  his  freinds 

the  film  of  half- a- guinea,  and  applying  to  R - * 

gave  him  the  money,  opened  his  cafe,  andbeg- 
ged  advice  :  Call  again  this  day  week,  bring 
•as  much  money  again,  and  then  perhaps  I  may 
help  you,’*  was  the  Dodor’s  reply. — cc  Lord 
blefs  your  Honor,  I  couldn't  bring  as  moch  mo¬ 
ney  agin,  if  you  you’d  give  ma  tha  wurld  fork.” 
<c  If  that  is  the  cafe,  I  can  do  nothing  for  vou;* 
~--ccBut  wunt  your  Honor  give  ma  tha  half  guinea 
agin?”-— “No— it  is  the  introduction  fee.” — The 
honeft  countryman  pleaded  in  vain  for  his  loft 
money  j  the  quack  was  inexorable,  neither  the 
claims  of  juflice  or  the  whifperings  of  compaf- 
fion  had  fo  much  influence  on  him  as  prefent  pdf* 
fefilon. 

Finding  all  entreaty  vain,  all  expostulations 
ufelefs  to  one  who  paid  no  regard  to  any  matter 
but  his  own  felfifli  intereft,  the  deluded  patient 
applied  to  the  mayor  for  redrefs :  His  Worfhip, 
ever  attentive  to  the  calls  of  indigence,  fent  a  fum- 
mons  to  R.  which  the  latter  had  the  boldnefs  to 
defpife.  Enraged  at  this  contempt  of  his  autho¬ 
rity,  and  incited  by  that  amiable  benevolence, 
and  that  find  love  of  equity,  which  has  ever  cha- 
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rafterized  him,  the  worthy  magiftrate  committed 
the  quack  to  the  coimtv  goal ;  in  doing  this  it 
muft  he  owned,  that  however  laudable  the  mo- 

1*  .  i  .■  v 

tive  might  be,  the  act  itfelf  was  certainly  illegal* 
Of  this  particular  his  Worfhip  was  foon  adver- 
tifed  by  a  learned  profelTor  of  the  law— and  was 
confequently  obliged,  (though  not  before  the 
half-guinea  was  reftored  to  its  poor  and  right 

owner)  to  releafe  R- - from  his  confinement, 

who  rejoiced  to  find  himfelf  fo  eafily  acquitted, 
and  at  liberty  to  travel  to  fome  new  unexplored 
fcene,  where  might  be  exercifed  with  tolerable  fe- 
fecurity  his  whole  dock  of  hypocritical  cant,  bare¬ 
faced  ignorance,  and  unfeeling  villainy.”  My 
friend  ended  here,  and  haftily  fnatching  up  his 

hat  and  cane  departed,  and  left  me  to  my  own 

* 

reflections ;  and  indeed  never  was  poor  mortal 
more  furprized,  and  confounded  at  any  recital  as 
I  was  at  his ;  but  I  will  not  trouble  my  readers 
with  an  account  of  this  aflonifhment,  and  my 
fudden  change  of  opinion  with  refpedt  to  Dr. 
R’s  philanthropy.— —With  a  few  obfervations, 
the  refult  of  fome  little  conilderation  on  the  fub- 
jed,  1  fliall  conclude  this  paper. 

Among  the  various  expedients,  which  modem 
fwindling  has  adopted  in  the  execution  of  its 
tricks, the  profefjion  of  empiricifm  feems  the  lead 
calculated,  to  elude  the  fufpicion,  mock  the  vigi¬ 
lance. 
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lance,  or  impofe  on  the  underftanding  of  man¬ 
kind.  That  a  man  endued  with  all  thole  medi¬ 
cinal  powers,  which  an  advertifement  attributes 
to  him,  fhould  travel  through  counties,  endure 
fatigues,  and  encounter  dangers  by  the  impulfe 
of  no  motive  but  that  of  pure  charity,  is  a  fo- 
lecifm  in  human  nature,  unparalleled  in  hiftory, 
and  foreign  to  experience.  To  the  romantic 
followers  of  chivalry  the  enthufiafm  of  their  times, 
the  defire  of  fame,  and  the  love  of  military  glory 
were  Itrong  and  principal  incentives ;  but  the 
erratic  phydcian  avows  himfelf  fwayed  by  no  in- 
te reded  wifh,  nor  flattered  even  in  the  expectation 
of  adventitious  rewards.  Such  pretenfionsfr— as 
they  are  contrary  to  the  drft  principles,  by  which 
man  is  afluated,-— as  they  are  founded  on  the 
fuppofed  poffeffion  of  qualities  incompatible  with 
the  frailties,  and  inconfiftent  with  the  known  im¬ 
becility  of  a  mere  mortal,— -are  falfe,  deceitful, 
noxious  and  contemptible.  Nor  (fhould  the 
quack  allow  himfelf  to  be  biaffed  by  the  com¬ 
mon  indigation  of  worldly  prudence)  are  his  fci- 
entific  faculties  lefs  liable  to  difpute.  Is  it  pof- 
fible,  that  a  man  in  poiTefilon  of  fuch  wonderful 
powers  as  Dr.  R—  boaded  of,  fhould  be  dif¬ 
fered  to  wander  from  town  to  town  in  fearch  of 
fubfidence  ?  W ere  any  human  being  gifted  in  fo 
extraordinary  a  meafure,  his  refidence  would  be 

fixed. 
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fixed,  his  attendance  fought  after,  his  worth  un?^ 
verfally  acknowledged,  and  his  fortune  in  a  few 
years  not  only  comfortable  but  .exuberant. 

That  unfufpedting  fimplicity,  incident  to  con- 
fcious  integrity,  has  rendered  many  an  hondh 
Briton  deaf  to  the  flighted:  iuggeftions  of  reafon, 
when  oppofed  to  the  pretenfions  of  one,  who  af- 
fumes  fo laudable  and  benevolent  a  character  as  the 
itinerant  empiric.  Generous  minds  are  apt  to 
give  too  much  credit  to  declarations  of  philan¬ 
thropy  however  bold  and  however  uncommon  $ 
the  doubts  of  fufpicion,  and  th£  fears  of  caution 
are  difregai  ded,  and  looked  upon,  perhaps  with 
.truth,  as  uncharitable,  but  certainy  with  error, 
as  groundlefs.  Hence,  among  the  inexperienced 
and  enthufiaflic  arifes  forne  part  of  that  pernici¬ 
ous  encouragement  which  the  quack  £b  frequently 
Receives. 

To  impofe  on  the  minds  of  the  vulgar,  caufes 
lefs  intricate,  and  lefs  fmgular  are  required,  and 
concur ;  tales  of  wonder,  when  afting  upon  ig¬ 
norance,  have  a  wonderful  influence ;  50  thQe 
the  attachment  of  unenlightened  people  is  well 
known,  and  consequently  by  thefe  their  fupport 
and  favorable  prepofljeflion  is  eahly  and  amply 
fecured.  On  the  miferable  vidlims  of  hitherto 
unavoidable  illiteratenefs,  the  cant  of  Methodifm 
and  the  frauds  of  Quackery  pohfefs  £  dominion? 

if 
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if  not  equally  fatal,  at  lead  equally  ftrong:  a 
dominion,  which  as  it  prevails  more  in  this  land 
of  liberty,  than  the  more  polifhed  feats  of  be- 
Ipotifm,  has  triumphantly  .been  attributed  as  the 
cffedt  of  Britifh  licentioufnefs,  and  held  out  as 
an  inftance  of  Britifh  barbarity— Of  this  national 
reproach,  fo  difgufting  to  the  ears  of  Engiifhmen^ 
fo  prompt  to  the  tongue  of  foreign  flander,  the 
jpirit  of  our  corporate  towns,  and  the  charitable 
patronage  of  fome  individuals,  is  preparing  to 
remove  every  juft  foundation,  by  the  inftitution 
of  Sunday  Schools.  To  equal  the  endeavors  of 
fuch  extenfive  beneficence,  though  it  might  be 
the  ambition,  is  not  the  expedition  of  Timothy 
Touchftone.  Should  this  paper,  by  merely  ex¬ 
horting  its  readers  to  exert  for  one  minute  their 
natural  undeidtanding,  before  they  give  implicit 
credit  to  the  pofitive  affirmations  of  every  adver- 
tifement,  detedl  the  deliberate  falfehood  of  one 
medicinal  murderer,  it  will  not  onlv  anfwer  the 
purpofe  of  its  compofition,  but  afford  a  degree 
of  honeft  fatisfacftlon  due  to  him,  v/ho  arrefts 
u  the  foe  of  mankind  in  his  walk,”  and  inter¬ 
cepts  the  cc  arrow  that  flies  in  darknefs.” 
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tnijfible,  .  . 
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SATURDAY,  November  22;  1788. 


lnco£tum  generofo  pe&us  honefto, 

pERSii;^ 

A  fouli  where  fettled  virtue  reigns  ehlhrin’d  ; 

Where  reafon  dwells,  with  fan&ity  combin’d  ; 

Within  whofe  inmofi:  clofe  recedes  lie 
Tindlures  of  gen’rous  honor’s  deepeft  die* 

Brewster, 

JL  HAT  wealth  contributes  not  folely  to  the 
happinefs  of  individuals,  and  that  difcontent 
is  frequently  the  concomitant  of  prolperity,  are 
truths,  to  expatiate  on  which  would  only  pro¬ 
duce  a  trite  feries  of  obfervations,  perhaps 
equally  deftittite  of  inftrudtion  and  entertain¬ 
ment.  The  caufes  which  contribute  to  the 

E  e  inefficiency 


/ 
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inefRcience  of  an  obje<5t,  which  all  purfue,  yet 
fo  few  enjoy,  haws  been  traced  to  the  weak- 
nefs  or  depravity  of  the  human  mind,  to  the 
intrinfic  inanity  or  wilful  perverfion  of  a 
fuccefsfui  purfuit,  and  from  the  unexpected 
effedls,  which,  even  in  the  exercife  oj  virtue, 
fometimes  arife  from  its  polled:  on.. 


In  the  dty  of  Baffora  lived  Zaydor,  the  fon 
of  Al-Zored,  whofe  merchandife  entitled  its 
owner  to  the  firffc  credit  among  the  fubjeCts 
of  .the  commander  of  the  faithful.  In  addi¬ 
tion  to  riches,  Allah  had  bellowed  on  his  Have, 
virtue,  genius,  ' and  a  difpofition,  which  if  tinged 
with  melancholy,  was  yet  capable  of  the  moil 
exalted  beneficence.  Though  in  the  vigor  of 
youth,  though  in  the  midfl  of  almoll  irrefif- 
tible  temptation,  the  mighty  foul  of  the  fon  of 
Al-Zored  defpifed  the  fafcinating  Imiles  of  plea- 
fure,  and  detefied  the  invitations  of  brutal  fen- 
fuality.  Though  furrounded  with*  min  filers 
faithful  to  his  counfels,  and  obedient  to  his 


Log  the  motion  of  every  reftlefs  with  by  im¬ 
mediate  iatisfaclion,  Zaydor  was  overwhelmed 
with  the  clouds  of  difcontent,  and  rendered 


mferifible  to  the  pride  of 
yyas  his  mind  the  rccefs 


wealth.  Nor  yet 
of  apathy,  or  the 
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fear  p.f  envy ;  neither  had  difappointment,  in 
any  fearch  or  any  defire,  loured  the  milk  of 
his  natural  temper,  or  cooled  the  ardor  of  his 
romantic  generofity. 

* 

Continued  prosperity,  and  perpetual  repole, 
generally  productive  of  inertnefs  and  fatiety,  had 
lulled  to  inactivity  the  intellectual  powers  of 
Z  ay  dor,  and  introduced  in  him  a  relaxation^ 
which,  if  it  may  be  fo  denominated,  certainly  re- 
humbled  lethargic  ftupor,  His  mind,  as  it  ne¬ 
ver  was  involved  with  the  anxiety  of  any  want, 
never  tailed  the  luxury  of  long- fought  gratifica¬ 
tion  j  as  it  never  followed  through  the  paths  of 
intricacy  a  diflant  view,  never  approached  with 
panting  expectation,  or  reached  with  heart- felt 
gladnefs  the  end  of  a  long  and  tedious  journey. 
Each  day  refembled  its  predeceffor,  and  each 
night  departed  without  the  contact  or  approxi¬ 
mation  of  any  novelty.  In  his  commercial  affairs 
the  merchant  of  Baffora  felt  no  Ioffes,  which 
could  animate  his  faculties,  and  rouze  them  "to 
an  exertion  worthy  their  extent,  and  equal  to 
their  power. 

His  fpirits  were  calm,  melancholic,  and 
{though  his  difpofirion  was  attuned  to  the  molt 
acute  chords  of  fenfation)  alrnoft  flagnant  j  no* 

E  y  2  thing 
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thing  occurred  which  perturbed  their  tranquillity, 
or  caufed  them  by  gentle  fermentation  ou  ba¬ 
llon  ally  to  refine.  Thofe  abts  of  charity,  which 
the  liberal  fpirit  of  Zaydor  prompted,  or  rather 
impelled  him  to  complete,  were  the  only  fources 
of  a  lonely  comfort ;  and  yet  thefe,  fo  fond  was 
he  of  their  influence,  had  loft  much  of  their 
ufual  eflfebt,  by  an  unremitted  yet  laudable 
repetition* 


To  participate  his  mifery,  fympathize  in  his 
diftrefs,  recreate  his  mind,  and  avert  his  nai¬ 
lery,  was  wanting  the  flncere  advice,  the  bal- 
famic  converfation,  the  alleviating  prefence  of 
a  real  friend.  The  piercing  underftanding  of  the 
fon  of  Ai-Zored  could  penetrate  into,  his  foul 
could  defpife,  and  his  humanity  could  pity  the 
worldly  motives  of  his  flattering  acquaintance. 
Their  falfe  blandifhments,  their  pernicious  coun- 
fels,  and  their  vicious  habits  could  not  fhake  his 
firm  adherence  to  the  interefl  of  virtue,  much 
lefs  enforce  to  him  the  neceflity  of  diflipation, 
and  the  happinefs  of  unreftrained  paflion;  for 
like  the  emaciated  victims  of  debauchery,  they 
ftood  themfelves  forrowful,  but  convibtive  ex¬ 
amples  of  their  own  deceitful  fyftem. 

In 
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In  a  profulion  of  wealth,  and  with  an  en- 
chufiaftie  attachment  to  virtue,  fuch  was  the 
fituation  of  Zaydor  ;  of  the  horrors  of  which:  he 
appeared  deeply  fenfible  when  clafping  his 
hands  with  fervor  inexpreffible,  with  anguifh  of 
mind  intolerable,  he  thus  addrefled  the  Great 
Author  of  his  exigence : 

cc  O  thou,  Wiiofe  throne  is  eftablifhed  above 
£he  feventh  heaven,  whofe  glory  is  eternal,  whofe 
power  is  omniprefent,  whofe  juftice  is  inexorable, 
whofe  mercy  is  infinite,  give  ear  to  my  voice, 
and  let  the  utterance  of  my  complaint  be  jufti- 
iied  by  its  truth.  Why,  O  Allah,  am  I  doomed 
to  a  negation  of  every  enjoyment,  yet  fupplied 
with  the  reputed  means,  and  tantalized  with 
the  appearance  of  perfect  felicity?  Gifted  by 
thy  all-provident  hand,  far  above  the  lot  of 
ordinary  mortals,  whence  is  it  that  I  feel  no 
internal  comfort,  and  that  fatiety  overwhelms 
the  influence  of  every  innocent  pleafure  ?  What 
unknown,  or  rather,  v/hat  unintentional  crime 
do  I  expiate  in  this  delufive  ftate  ?  To  me 
the  paths  of  vice,  the  labyrinths  of  deceit, 
and  the  wilds  of  defpair  are  equally  unknown. 
Virtue  has  diredted,  integrity  has  marked,  re- 
refignation  has  accompanied  all  my  fleps. 
The  infidious  advice  of  fawning  fycophants  I 
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have  rejected  widi  due  indignation ;  the  con¬ 
tagious  example  of  the  fenfual  multitude  I  have  , 
avoided  ;  and  with-  the  indifpenfable  duties  of 
religion  mv  compliance  has  been  no  lefs  clieetv 
ful  than  confcientious.  Rather  let  me  experi¬ 
ence  the  hardfhips  of  poverty,  undergo  the 
miferies  of  want,  or  tafte  the  arrow  of  deadly 
than  exifl— -thus  buried  in  mental  torpidity^ 
thus  debarred  from  focial  delights,” 

In  this  manner  prayed  the  unfortunate  Z ay- 
dor,  while  the  pearly  drops  of  fenfibiiity  glis¬ 
tened  in  their  courfe :  nor  was  Allah  deaf 
to  the  emanations  of  his  pious  confidence. 
To  the  eye  of  Omnifcienee  the  conduit  and 
fitiution  ot  the  fon  of  Al-Zored  had  been 
long  perceptible;  his  un fhaken  piety  had  been 
approved,  his  too  fenfitive  nature  had  been 
lamented,  and  his  final  reward  had  been  de¬ 
termined. 


Within  the  fhprt  fpace  of  three  revolving 
moons,  lofs  fuc deeded  iofs  fo  quick,  that  the 
merchant  of  BaiTora,  had  but  a  fum  left  fufficiejat 
to  purchafe  a  fmall  but  pleafant  cottage  adja¬ 
cent  to  the  fea-fhore.  Even  in  die  midft  of 
Ridden  adverfity,  the  dijin.tereiied  foul  of  the 

for} 
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%n  of  Al-Zored  felt  fenfations  more  ftrong-, 
more  favorable  to  prefent,  and  more  indica¬ 
tive  of  future  happinefs,  than  any  of  thofe,  which 
die  influx  of  commercial  wealth  ever  excited. 
The  redlitude  of  his  intentions,  and  the  grate¬ 
ful  confcioufnefs  of  paft  beneficence,  can  fed 
him  to  hope  that  his  complaints  were  ac¬ 
cepted;  and  his  humble  piety  nourifhed  the 
fuitable  fuppofition,  that  a  change  of  fortune, 
when  effected  by  the  hand  of  Allah,  could  be 
meant  as  a  prelude  only  to  real  felicity,  and 

an  end  of  fplendid  folicitude. 

*  %  , 

i  ; 

Nor  was  Zaydor  difappointecl ;  the  quiet 
of  retirement  fuited  that  gentle  melancholy  to 
which  his  mind  was  propenfe ;  the  falfehood 
of  his  acquaintance,  the  pomp  of  his  retinue, 
the  weight  of  his  indolence,  which  had  before 
operated  to  his  diilafte  of  riches,  and  his  con- 
fequent  convidtion  of  their  vanity,  were  now 
exchanged  for  die  ruftic,  yet  fmcere  conver- 
fation  of  peafants,  for  the  unpolifhed,  yet  de¬ 
cent  appearance  of  poverty,  for  the  adtive,  yet 

comfortable  labors  of  induftry. 

*  « 

In  the  fimpie  beauty  of  the  country  the  once 
wealthy  merchant  of  BaiTora  loft  the  rocolledtion 


/ 


of  urbane  magnificence ;  in  the  numerous  prfr* 
dudtions  of  infinite  goodnefs,  his  genius  had  am* 
pie  opportunity  of  obferving,  his  gratitude  had 
additional  motives  to  celebrate  the  power,  and 
praife  the  mercy  of  his  Creator  *  Nor  from  this  let 
it  be  inferred,  that  his  mind  was  debafed  by  the 
influence  of  fuperflition,  feduced  by  the  arts  of 
a  wily  prieflhood,  or  fubdued  by  the  rapid  vi« 
ciffitudes  of  life  3  — No,  for  mental  liberty, 
Z  ay  dor,  in  the  days  of  his  affluence,  had  flghed 
with  impatience  ;  but  poffeflfed  of  this  gift, 
though  in  the  midft  of  poverty,  he  defied  every 
fecret  attack  of  difcontent,  fince  his  gratifica¬ 
tions  were  realized,  and  his  enjoyments  more  dif« 
fufed.  That  freedom  of  opinion,  that  variety 
of  obje<fls,  which  at  BaiTora  defpotifm  had 
checked,  or  riches  had  cloyed,  the  fecurity  of 
a  cottage  both  infpired  and  afforded.  From 
every  fearch,  every  ramble,  and  every  fatigue, 
the  fon  of  Ah-Zored  reaped  frefh  pleafures  for 
In  each  of  thefe  the  faculties  of  the  mind,  no  lefs 
than  the  powers  of  the  body,  were  agreeably 
employed,  while  their  occupation  was  followed, 
and  r enumerated  with  frequent  acquifltions  of 
ufeful  knowledge.  By  the  variegated  fcenery  of 
rural  nature,  the  wings  of  his  imagination  were 
expanded,  and  its  flights  extended ;  from  the  re- 

gular 
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polar  fucceffion  of  the  feafons,  and  their  dif- 
ferent  operations  on  terreftrial  plants  and 
getative  roots,  his  attentive  obfervation  ex- 

O  *  . 

r-  r-  <  . 

traded,  and  his  underftanding  interpreted  lef- 
ions  of  a  moral  tendency,  and  beneficial  effeCt* 
Affifted  by  the  continued  exertions  of  ma¬ 
nual  labor,  his  health  was  permanently  efta- 
blkhed  ;  void  of  oppreffion, '  and  occafionally 
agitated,  his  fpirits  were  elevated,  yet  with  fuch 
moderation,  as  never  to  be  tranfported  into 
the  madnefs  of  exftacy,  and  with  fuch  uniform 
regularity,  as  never  to  yield  during  a  momen¬ 
tary  lapfe  to  hopelefs  defpondencyj  through 
the  ardent  glow  of  real  gratitude,  the  pious 
cottager  fometimes  deprecated  the  return  of 
riches,  and  thanked  the  gracious  Allah  for  their 
abfence  in  the  abfolute  and  enviable  poffef- 
fion  of  intellectual  objects  he  buried  the  mur¬ 
murs  of  diffatisfaCtion,  and  cherifhed  the  hum¬ 
ble  charms,  the  delightful  beauties  of  an  oh-* 
fcure  retreat,  and  a  focial  folitude. 

Hence,  reader,  whoever  thou  may  eft  be,  place 
not  thy  creed  of  worldly  happinefs  in  the  fup- 
pofed  infallibility  of  wealth.  Let  the  eye  of 
fufpicion  diftruft  it  as  a  wandering  and  trea¬ 
cherous  light  in  the  ways  of  darknefs.  Wait 
pot  until  fatal  experience  fhall  have  convinced 

thee 
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thee  of  its  deceit,  and  unfolded  the  illufrve 
coverings  of  its  emptinefs.— For  remember, 
that  in  proportion  to  the  influence  of  wealth 
on  thy  mind,  thy  virtue  will  decay,  and  that 
in  proportion  to  thy  want  of  virtue,  thy  hap- 
pinefs  will  be  deficient* 
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S  AT  U  R  D  AY,  November  29,  1788. 


,  Non  ego  MENDOSOS  aufim  defendere  mores, 

Ovid, 

Mendoza’s  manners  I  can  ne’er  defend. 

■  ,  ,  * 

T'o  Timothy  Touchstone,  Efq, 

S 1 R, 

As  it  is  the  office  of  a  periodical  effiayift  to  laffi 
the  folly  of  the  day,  I  doubt  not  but  that  you 
will  foon  favor  the  public  with  fome  obfcr- 
vations  on  the  prefent  abfurd  rage  for  boxing. 

It  is  not  my  intention,  Sir,  to  enter  into  a 
difquifition  on  the  fubjedL  I  am  a  plain,  well- 
meaning  man,  and  not  ufed  to  the  arts  of  lite¬ 
rary  compofition.  My  only  intention  in  writ- 

F  f  ing 
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ing  this,  is  to  give  you  an  hint  with  regard  to  the 
fubjebt  of  fome  future  number  ;  and,  by  Hat¬ 
ing  my  own  cafe,  to  prove  that  the  topic  fug- 
gefted  is  by  no  means  unworthy  of  confedera¬ 
tion. 

My  life,  which  for  a  long  feries  of  years  paffed 
with  comfort,  has  of  late  been  difcra&ed  by  the 
impertinence  and  folly  of  an  old  acquaintance> 
who,  fince  the  boxing  mania  began  to  rage,  has 
caught  the  contagion,  and  been  ufing  every 
means  to  infe£t  me.  His  vilits  are  always  for  the 
purpofe  of  acquainting  me,  that  fome  battle  or 
other  is  fhortly  to  take  place,  and  his  whole 
conversation  has  become  infe£ted  by  the  vul¬ 
gar  and  coarfe  jargon  of  illiterate  pugilifts. 

As  I  walked  with  him  fome  little  time  ago, 
he  flopped  to  behold  a  beautiful  female,  who 
was  reclining  her  head  upon  her  hand,  at  the 
window  of  a  very  handfome  houfe,  and  gazing 
at  the  paffengers  as  they  walked  along  the  ilreet. 
After  buffering  fome  minutes  to  elapfe,  which  I 
thought  were  employed  in  admiring  lb  lovely 
.an  object,  I  interrupted  my  friend  in  the  midft 
of  his  rapture,  and  afked  him  if  he  did  not 
think  that  the  perfon  he  was  viewing  with  fuch 
attention,  was  a  charming  woman  ?  cc  I  never/ 
exclaimed  lie,  cc  faw  a  finer  arm  for  boxin?  14 
rny  life !” 


I  was 
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I  was  irritated  at  reflecting,  that  we  had  fquan- 

r 

dered  our  time  to  fo  little  purpofe,  as  that  of  dif- 
covering  that  a  fine  woman  had  a  good  arm  for 
boxing,  and  my  looks,  which  I  could  not  dif- 
guife,  convinced  him  of  my  chagrin.  Imputing 
my  vexation,  however,  to  a  wrong  caufe,  he  ob- 
ferved,  that,  “  to  be  fure  he  had  feen  an  arm  bet¬ 
ter  calculated  for  inflicting  a  good  beating  than 
that  which  he  had  juft  commended  ;  for  that  his 
wafherwoman  had  an  arm  that,  to  fpeak  within 

narrow  compafs,  was  as  large  in  circumference 
...  *  ' 
ias  the  calf  of  his  leg,  and  that  he  would  take 

me  to  her  lodgings  in  order  to  fliew  me  fuch  a 

curiofity.”  < 

I  returned  no  other  anfwer  than  cold  con¬ 
tempt,  and  endeavored  to  change  the  nature 
of  our  difcourfe,  but  he  either  did  not,  or  would 
not  perceive  my  difgufl,  and  continued  to  dwell 
on  the  fame  fubjeCt,  till  we  arrived  at  my  owi* 
door.  As  we  had  been  old  acquaintances,  com¬ 
mon  civility  induced  me  to  afk  him  to  din¬ 
ner  k  at  the  fame  time  requefting  him  to  quit 
his  theme,  as  it  was  particularly  difagreea- 
ble  to  my  wife  —  which  is  really  the  cafe. 
He  promifed  that  he  would,  and  for  forne 
time  we  wete  all  very  comfortable  together. 
At  an  unlucky  moment,  however,  his  favorite 
ideas  came  acrofs  his  mind,  and  he  could  not 

4  avoid 
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avoid  reminding  me  of  his  wafherwomajr’s  arm. 
But  recollecting,  that  any  circumflance  relat¬ 
ing  to  boxing  was  unpleafing  to  my  wife,  he 
faid,  very  fignificantly,  in  a  low  tone  of  voice^ 
<c  I  hope  you  will  not  forget  to  vifit— a  certain 
lady,  that  you  may  fee  her— you  know  what/f 
pointing  to  the  calf  of  his  leg,  and  meaning- 
nothing  more  than  that  he  wifhed  me  to  vifit  his 
wafherwoman,  in  order  that  I  might  behold  her 
arm.  Thispartial  manner  of exprefiinghimfelf  was 
much  worfe  than  if  he  had  explained  his  mean¬ 
ing  in  plain  terms,  fince  it  appeared  fo  myfle- 
rious  and  fingular  to  my  wife,  as  juflly  to  alarm 
her  jealoufy.  It  was  impoflible  for  her  to  en¬ 
tertain  any  other  thought  than  that  I  had  an 
afifonation  with  forne  woman  of  bad  charadter 
and  this  thought  fire  unfortunately  did  entertain. 
My  friend  wifiring  to  confirm  me  in  my  belief 
of  what  he  had  faid,  bad  me  c<  take  care  of 

'  ***■*'•  —*  -  '  A  .  «  . 

myfelf,  o.r  I  fhould  find  it  a  dangerous  piece  of 
bufinefs  f  ’  by  which  he  meant  to  be  underflood, 
that  if  I  gave  any  provocation,  the  woman  al¬ 
luded  to  was  flrong  enough  to  punifh  me  by 
manual  cafligation.  This  was  unintention- 
ally  adding  to  the  nrifchief,  ^.nd  I  could 
perceive  that  my  wife’s  eyes  fparkled  with  in¬ 
dignation^  and  that  fire  imagined  the  plain 

Englifh 
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Englifh  of  what  my  friend  had  been  faying, 
to  be,  that  fome  man  was  in  the  cafe,  who 
had  a  right  over  the  woman  with  whom  I 
was  apparently  intriguing,  whole  vigilance  I 
mull  endeavor  to  avoid,  and  whofe  jealoufy  it 
would,  be  prudent  in  me  to  prevent. 

I  was  now  obliged  to  acquaint  my  wife, 
that  I  might  eafe  her  of  her  apprehenfibns 
with  the  real  nature  of  the  cafe,  and  de¬ 
clare  that  Jack  Carelefs,  for  that  was  the 
name  of  my  friend,  was  only  alluding  to  a 
washerwoman  who  had  a  good  arm  for  boxing. 
True  as  this  confeffion  was,  it  appeared  too 
ridiculous  to  be  believed.  Carelefs  added,  that 
the  woman  was  not  to  be  praifed  only  for  her 
arm,  but  that  fhe  was  every  way  remarkably 
<f  prettily  made.”  Confufed  as  I  had  been, 
this  declaration  embarraffed  me  more  :  my  friend 
imputed  my  confufion  to  his  having  introduced 
his  darling  fubjedt,  and  inftantly  recanted,  de¬ 
claring,  that  nothing  was  farther  from  his 
thoughts  than  boxing  ;  that  what  he  had  faid 
was  mere  folly,  which  had  unawares  efcaped 
him,  and  that  he  begged  my  wife’s  pardon  for 
his  impolitenefs.  My  embarraffment  was  doubly 
encreafed,  and  my  wife,  judging  from  appear¬ 
ances,  became  confirmed  in  her  fufpicions. 


Irritated 
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Irritated  beyond  bearing,  I  faid  fomething 
extremely  rude,  and  bade  my  friend  leave  the 
room.  A  regard  that  he  has  always  entertained 
for  me,  induced  him  to  reprefs  his  refentment, 
and  with  nothing  more  than  a  look  of  indignation 
he  quitted  our  company.  I  then  explained  to 
to  my  wife  his  meaning,  and,  after  fome  time, 
perfuaded  her,  as  I  thought,  that  her  fears 
were  without  foundation. 

Meeting  Carelcfs,  however,  fome  time  after, 
and  thinking  that  I  had  treated  him  harfhly, 
I  apologized  for  my  behaviour,  and  explained 
its  origin.  He  was  furprized  to  hear  that  he 
had  been  the  innocent  caufe  of  fo  much  mift 
chief,  readily  excufed  my  conduft  on  the  oc- 
cafion,  and  renewed  our  acquaintance.  We, 
therefore  chatted  on  different  fubjecls,  with 
our  ufual  familiarity,  and  parted  better  friends 
than  ever. 

On  the  following  day  my  wife  put  into  my 
hand  a  few  lines,  which  fhe  declared  to  have 
been  juft  received  from  Carelefs,  requefting 
me  to  come  and  fee  <c  a  certain  female,”  and 
afturing  me,  that  he  had  very  particular  reafons 
for  his  requeft.  My  wife  had,  unknown  to 
me,  firft  read  the  note,  and  from  a  principle 
of  tendernefs,  or  elfe  from  a  fecret  defire  of 
not  accufing  me  of  inconftancy  before  fhe  had 
farther  proofs  and  greater  information,  forbore 

to 
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to  let  me  know  that  Ihe  had  given  it  a  pe- 
rufal.  Conceiving  that  her  acquaintance  with 
its  purport  might  only  renew  her  former  ill- 
grounded  fears,  I  did  not  communicate  its 
contents ;  nor  could  I  indeed  myfelf  to  a  cer¬ 
tainty  guefs  their  meaning.  I,  however,  went 
to  Carelefs,  and  afked  him  if  he  intended  to 
introduce  me  to  a  diftrelfed  female,  who  was 
in  want  of  pecuniary  afhftance,  or  only  to 
his  wajherwoman  ?  He  informed  me  that  any 
previous  information  would  but  diminifh  the 
pleafure  of  my  furprize  at  the  fight  of  the  fe¬ 
male,  but  that  Ihe  was  one  of  the  prettied 
made  women  exifting.  After  many  turnings 
through  lanes  and  alleys,  he  took  me  into  a 
dirty,  mean-looking- houfe,  in  which  the  only 
object  that  ftruck  my  eyes  was  a  trapping  wo¬ 
man,  up  to  her  elbows  in  foap-fuds,  and  half 
naked.  Cf  This  is  my  wafherwoman,”  faid  he  : 
*c  look  at  her  arms— her  whole  figure  indeed, 
and  then  tell  me  if  Ihe  is  not  prettily  made 
for  boxing  ”  I  was  vexed  at  my  difappoint- 
ment,  but  thinking  my  former  rudenefs  rather 
cruel,  I  put  a  good  face  on  the  matter,  and 
having  good-humouredly  acquiefced  in  what¬ 
ever  my  friend  advanced  on  the  fubjedl:,  gave 
him  my  arm,  and  quitted  the  place. 
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In  walking  along,  however,  we  happened 

*  •  i 

to  pafs  by  a  pi£lure-fhop,  in  the  window  of 
which  was  placed  a  print  reprefenting  thofe 
redoubted  combatants  of  the  fift,  Humphreys 
and  Mendoza.  My  companion  could  not 
avoid  Hopping  for  the  purpofe  of  commenting 
on  the  different  attitudes  of  the  two  pugi- 
lifts.  But  I  obferved  the  fubjedt  fo  occupied 
his  mind,  that  he  began  thoughtlefly  to  dis¬ 
play  his  knowledge  of  the  fcienCe,  by  imitat¬ 
ing  their  poftures.  I  haftened  on  through  fhame, 
fince  we  attradled  the  attention  of  the  fireet-paf- 
fengers.  In  endeavoring  to  get  away,  I  unfor¬ 
tunately  brufhed  with  fome  force  againft  two 
ill-looking  fellows,  who,  notwdthflanding  my 
apology,  thought  proper  to  relent  the  accident 
by  illiberal  abufe.  This  diflurbed  my  friend 
from  his  reverie,  who  inftantly  ftripped  and 
fought  one,  and  whether  from  chance,  Hrength, 

i  , 

or  fkill,  beat  him.  I  wifhed  then  to  hurry 
away,  when  the  other  fellow  ftrmk  me,  on  which 
the  mob  exclaimed,  a  ring,  a  ring  l  and  I  v7as 
obliged  to  box  him  in  my  own  defence.  I 
was,  however,  foon  beaten  very  feverely,  and 
my  eye  almoft  cut  out.  My-  friend  took  me 
home  in  an  hackney  coach,  but,  when  we 
fearched  for  our  money  to  pay  the  driver,  we 
difcovered  that  our  pockets  had  been  both  com¬ 
pletely 
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pletely  emptied.  My  wife  indantly  conceived 
that  I  had  formed  fome  affignation  with  a 
woman  whofe  hufband  or  keeper  had  thus 
wounded  me  ;  and  was  confirmed  in  this  fuf- 
picion,  by  recollecting  the  contents  of  my  friend’s 
letter  which  fhe  had  read,  and  which  I  feemed 
unwilling  to  let  her  know,  and  the  circum- 
dance  of  his  having  formerly  told  me  to  cc  be¬ 
ware  how  I  proceeded  in  the  bufmefs.”  Thus 
had  I  no  confolation  upon  earth,  but  that  of 
being  able  to  procure  the  fpeedy  abidance  of 
a  neighbouring  furgeon  ! 

I  am  now  much  better.  My  wife,  however, 
upbraids  my  inconftancy,  and  will  not  be¬ 
lieve  whatever  I  fay  to  convince  her,  that 
her  jealoufy  is  groundlefs.  Carelefs,  it  is  true, 
fympathizes  with  me.  He  laments  the  bruifes 
I  received,  and,  dill  more,  the  lofs  I  fudained 
by  having  my  pockets  picked.  He  fays,  that 
the  wround  near  my  eye  gave  him  much  un- 
eafinefs  when  he  thought  it  dangerous  ;  but 
that  fince  he  obferves  my  fight  not  injured,  he 
would  not  but  have  had  it  happened  on  any 
account,  as  it  was  certainly  the  neat  eft  blow 
that  he  ever  faw  druck.  Do  you  then,  Mr. 
Touchdone,  enable  me  thus  publickly  to  convince 
my  wife ,  that  I  am  innocent  of  the  charge  fhe  has 
fixed  on  me,  and  my  friend  that  I  am  deter- 
3  mined 
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mined  never  more  to  interfere  with  his  favo¬ 
rite  fubjedt,  and  in  future  to  leave  the  plea- 
fure  of  receiving  neat  blows  from  pretty-made 
boxers  entirely  to  himfelf. 


Yours,  &c. 


Timothy  Heedful* 


/ 
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•  Tt  id  <v)deri  ejjey  qu&  Orator  eficere  deberet ,  ut  doceret ,  ut 
deleft  cur  et>  tit  moneret , 

Cicero  de  Oratoribus. 

Inftra&ion,  amufement,  and  admonition,  arc  the  three 
necdlary  qualifications  of  an  Orator. 

To  exprefs  our  fentiments  with  the  enlivening 
attradtion  of  harmony,  to  excite  the  affecHon  of 
the  mind  by  the  powers  of  perfuafion,  and  to  pene¬ 
trate  into  intricate  eircumfiances,  are  the  pe¬ 
culiar  qualifications  of  a  character — once  ef- 
teemed  the  nobleft  ornament  of  an  enlightened 
nation. 

Eloquence  is  an  eflential  caufe  towards  the 
cultivation  of  fcience,  the  refinement  of  language, 
and  the  promotion  of  a  paffion  for  enquiry  3  every 
adtion  which  our  moral  duty  implies,  is  advanced 
by  this  polite  art ;  the  principles  of  virtue  and  vice 
are  traced  with  difcriminative  judgment ;  elo- 
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quence  awakens  thofe  who  are  under  the  domi¬ 
nion  of  depraved  habits'  to  a  fenfe  of  religion, 
by  poignancy  of  wit,  and  a  conviction  of  their 
own  brutality  j  harmony  of  language  and  brilli¬ 
ancy  of  fentiment,  animate  the  virtuous  to  a  con¬ 
tinued  praflice  of  morality,  aided  by  the  plaudits 
of  an  admiring  audience.  In  the  Athenian  and 
Roman  days  a  man  could  rarely  fupport  the  dig¬ 
nity  of  an  elevated  fituation  without  the  acquifi- 
tion  of  rhetorical  talents. 

In  this  country  feminaries  are  inllituted  for 
the  difcuffion  of  controveriial  fubjedts,  the  prac¬ 
tice  of  eloquence,  and  the  attainment  of  a  juft 
and  proper  elocution.  I  dslign,-  to.  enquire  into 
the  origin  and  progrefs  of  thefe  ailembiies,  which 
are  called  Debating  Societies,  and  examine 
whether  they  are  conducted  with  that  regularity, 
which  the  nature  of  their  ddign  originally  in¬ 
tended:  to  trace  them  from  their  infancy  we 
rnuit  recur  to  that  fy.de m  of  education  which 
prevailed  in  Greece.  Schools  were  there  eita- 

4  ’ 

blifhed  for  the  cultivation  of  fcience,  and  the 
improvement  of  the  polite  arts  ;  but  thefe  infti- 
tutions  differed  in  fame  degree  from  thole  of  the 
prefent  times  ;  theories  of  government,  and  te¬ 
nets  of  philofcphy  were  then  illuftrated  and  en¬ 
forced  by  renowned  philofophers,  who  referred 
to  particular  academies,  of  which  the  following  are 


o 
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men  of  Greece  were  taught  the  principles  ofphilo- 
fophy  by  Ariftotl'e,  who  always  gave  his  difcourfes 
walking,  whence  his  fcholars  were  called  Peripa¬ 
tetics.  The  A zxSypix  was  a  folitary  grove  ; 
where  the  people  affembled  to  hear  philofophica^ 
ledtures  read  by  Plato  5  the  popularity  of  thefe 
fchools  became  afterwards  more  extenfive,  and 
they  increafed  in  proportion  as  genius  and  let¬ 
ters  were  encouraged,  and  at  laft  became  capa¬ 
ble  of  containing  feveral  thou  (and  fcholars.  It 
appears  therefore,  that  a  diffimilaricy  exifts  be¬ 
tween  the  two  iriftitutions ;  the  (Indents  of  the 
ancient  Gymnafia  were  under  the  diredtion  of  a 
fuperior,  and  heard  his  inflrudtions  with  modeft 
complacency,  but  every  enthufiaftic  fubferiber  to 
a  modern  fchool  arrogantly  delivers  the  effufions 
6f  an  untutored  mind ;  tautology  and  turgid 
bombaft  are  the  leading  charadte  fifties  of  their 
eloquence  ;  in  this  point  they  materially  differ  from 
the  Athenians  ;  for  iEfchines  informs  us,  that 
if  an  orator  enlarged  twice  upon  the  fame  fub- 
jedt,  he  was  punifhed  with  a  muldl ;  many  other 
regulations  were  adopted*  as  the  mod  efficient 
means  of  forming  a  perfedt  lyffiem  of  elocution; 
an  equal  difference  by  companion  will  be  found 
between  the  orators  themfewes  ;  for  in  Greece 
no  man  could  fpeak  an  oration  before  a  public 
aifembly,  under  the  age  of  thirty  years ;  exem¬ 
plary  virtue  and  a  pure  moral  character  were  the 
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requlfite  qualifications  of  the  ancient  public  Ipeak- 
ers  ;  but  modern  youths,  if  a  pafiion  for  attend¬ 
ing  thefe  places  has  feized  their  minds,  acquire 
an  eftablifhed  habit  of  impudence ;  and  though 
ill-inftru£ted  in  the  very  elements  of  literature, 
arrogate  to  themfelves  a  claim  of  commenda¬ 
tion,  of  which  they  are  undeferving. 

Upon  the  declenfion  of  Athenian  freedom, 
when  the  arts  and  faiences  were  introduced  at 
Home,  a  pafiion  for  literature  was  for  fame  time 
checked  by  a  difpofition  ambitious  of  warlike  un¬ 
dertakings,  and  averfe  to  a  difcipline  which  it  fuf- 
pedted  enervated  the  faculties  of  the  mind,  pro-, 
duced  inertnefs,  and  promoted  effeminacy  an 
happy  converfion  was,  however,  effected  by  an 
extraordinary  and  fortuitous  circumftance ;  the 
/  harangues  of  three  Grecian  Philofophers  (who 
adopted  peculiar  modes  of  eloquence,  and  whofe 
principles  were  equally  oppofite)  imprefled  the 
arguments  fo  forcibly,  and  fo  captivated  the 
young  men  of  Rome,  that,  from  that  time, 
they  applied  themfelves  to  the  purfuit  of  know¬ 
ledge,  and  fiibflituted  the  Athenian  method  of 
education*  The  luccefs  of  this  innovation  fluc¬ 
tuated  for  fame  time;  but  the  whifpers  of  pre¬ 
judice  foon  fubfided,  and  the  people  became, 
reconciled  to  Grecian  literature.  Seminaries  for 
the  advancement  of  learning  were  confequently 
efiablifhed  upon  the  fame  foundation  $  feveral 

fchools 


fchools  and  walks  were  built  by  Lueullus* 
where  the  fkiiful  held  conferences,  and  amufed 
themfelves  with  debates  upon  intricate  points  of 
philofophy:  where,  each  defended  the  opinions 
of  his  fed,  and  fuggefted  improvements,  which 
he  thought  would  prove  ferviceable  to  the  State. 

The  flowers  of  Oratory,  though  transplanted 
into  Rome,  bloffomed  under  the  cultivation 
of  Auguftus  with  equal  fuccefs,  as  in  their  ori¬ 
ginal  foil. 

Cicero  built  a  villa,  near  Puzzuoli,  which  in 
imitation  of  the  Greeks  he  called  an  Academy ; 
in  this  place  of  retirement  he  ftudied,  converted, 
and  difputed  with  the  learned. 

This  writer  has  left  us  a  pertinent  account  of 
the  method  adopted  by  the  Romans  in  the  edu¬ 
cation  of  a  young  man  for  the  pradice  of  Elo- 
loquence ;  he  was  entrufted  to  the  <~are  of  an 
eminent  Orator,  by  whofe  inftrudions  he  ac¬ 
quired  a  theoretical,  and  by  attending  his  patron 
upon  all  public  and  judicial  affemblies,  attained 
a  pradical  and  more  ufeful  knowledge  of  Ora¬ 
tory  ;  he  had  thus  an  opportunity  of  becoming 
converfant  in  the  laws  of  his  country,  and  ob- 
ferving  the  different  arguments  that  each  Rhe¬ 
torician  ufed  in  fupportof  his  caufe.  This  lau¬ 
dable  mode  is  now  pradifed  by  our  Lav/  Stu¬ 
dents,  who  are  placed  under  the  tuition  of  ex¬ 
perienced  Lawyers,  by  whom,  and  an  attend¬ 
ance 
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Slice  in  the  courts,  they  are  initiated  in  the  fun¬ 
damental  principles  of  Law,  and  imbibe  a  defzre 
of  pofiefling  a  full  command  over  an  audience. 
After  the  death  of  Cicero,  the  young  men  re¬ 
ceived  their  education  from  a  clafs  of  men,  who1 
were  called  Rhetores,  whofe  charadters  were 
celebrated  for  piety,  virtue,  and  learning.  Ora¬ 
tor},  as  a  principal  branch  of  literature,  muff 
flourifh  belt  in  a- land  of  liberty;  where  the  free- 

*  i  > 

dom  of  the  prefs,  and  a  privilege  of  openly 
communicating  their  fentiments  are  the  prero¬ 
gatives  of  the  people;  reafon  inclines  us  to  fup~ 
pofe,  that  its  inhabitants  fhouid  profecute  an  ap¬ 
plication  to  Oratory  more  profperoufly  than  the 
Greeks  and  Romans;  that  fchools  fhouid  be  in- 
Hi  tuted  upon  the  moft  liberal  principles,-  and 
that  the  eftabliftmnents  of  the  Englifh  for  the 
ftudy  of  this  art,  fhouid  exceed  thofe  of  Lit- 
cullus  in  grandeur,  regularity,  and  execution. 
We  can  boaft  of  two  Univerfities,  where  the 
feeds  of  rhetoric  'are  carefully  nurtured — but 
how'  great  is  the  inanity  of  a  fuppofition,  that 
the  fame  laudable  effedls  are  derived  from  the 
focieties  in  the  metropolis?  It  would  require 
much  deliberation  to  difcriminate  whether  the 
company,  which  is  in  general  compofed  of  Ap¬ 
prentice  boys,  and  Attorneys'  Clerks,  or  their 
frivolous  debates,  are  moft  productive  of  dan¬ 
gerous  confequences ;  the  one  taints  their  minds 

with 
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with  illiberal  ideas,  and  loofe  fentiments;  whilft 
the.  other  infills  the  corrupted  ffreams  of  Ora¬ 
tory,  for  the  faculties  of  the  mind  are  fuccefs- 
■fully  exercifed  in  proportion  to  the  dignity  of 
the  debate;  an  affociatign  with  youths  of  unripe 
judgments  and  weak  intellects  always  produces 
■an  erroneous  turn  of  thought:  the  debates  of 
theft  affembiies  are  in  general  fictitious,  ufelefs, 
and  ridiculous. 

The  attainment  of  eloquence  can  only  be  ef¬ 
fected  by  unwearied  application  to  bring  thofe 
faculties  to  maturity,  which  Nature  muft  natu¬ 
rally  beftow  upon  an  orator. 

.  Cicero  in  his  treatife  entitled  Brutus  ;  feu  de 
claris  OraJoribus ,  has  given  us  an  inflructive 
account  of  the  qualifications,  of  which  he  made 
himfelf  mailer,  as  the  ground  work  of  this  ela¬ 
borate  and  ■  comprehenfive  art;  the  elements  of 
Grammar,  Logic,  Geometry,  Philofophy,  in 
fhort,  the  whole,  circle  of  fciences,  and  peculiar 
penetrative  faculties,  are  the  requifite  accomplifh- 
ments  of  a  complete  Rhetorician. 

I  have  carefully  examined  many  publications 
to  trace  the  origin  of  Debating  Societies  in  Eng¬ 
land,  but  my  refearches  have  proved  ineffective 
beyond  the  Auguflan  reign  of  Anne;  the  origi¬ 
nal,  therefore,  of  thefe  inflitutions,  I  furmife, 
was  the  Robin  Hood,  a  fociety  fupported  by 
men  of  genius,  and  profound  erudition. 


We 


We  are  indebted  to  the  pen  of  Addifon  for 
the  tranfmittal  of  this  eftabiifliment :  that  the 
fyftem  of  inftru&ion  made  choice  of  by  its  mem¬ 
bers,  was  founded  upon  the  moil  praife^ worthy 
motives,  is  a  conjefture  that  incredulity  itfelf 
will  allow,  and  deliberation  confirm. 

That  the  confequences,  which  the  didates  of 
morality  would  produce,  are  often  deftroyed  by 
the  fafcinating  but  delufive  charms  of  aban¬ 
doned  principles ;  that  the  allurements  of  vice 

tt 

often  captivate  and  enfnare  a  mind,  yielding  to 
the  influence  of  virtuous  habits,  is  a  fubjed  fo 
frequently  advanced,  that  the  illiterate  would 

t 

fmile  at  the  repetition  of  fo  hackneyed  a  thefis  : 

I  fhall  therefore  only  add,  that  in  like  manner 
the  nobleft  art  has  been  intercepted  in  its  pro- 
grefs  j  that  its  foundation  has  been  debafed  by  a 
fuperftrudure  difgraceful  to  a  literary  nation  5 
the  reputation  of  thefe '  fchools  in  the  eyes  of 
the  learned,  has  proportionably  declined,  as 
their  numbers  augmented  :  the  legiflatjve  power . 
thought  it  incumbent  to  regif  Ce  the  theatres, 
and  reduce  them  in  number  on  the  pretence, 
that  their  increafe  diffeminated  vice,  fubverted  re¬ 
gularity,  and  encouraged  indolence. 

That  the  effects  arifing  from  a  paffion  in  the 
ignorant  for  eloquence7,  and  an  attendance  at  thefe 
focieties,  prove  equally  as  prejudicial  in  the 
morals  of  young  meii,  whom  nature  had  defined 
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<?  for  culling  Jhnples  ,”  or  any  other  mechanica| 
duty,  as  a  zeal  for  theatrical  reprefentations,  needs 
no  exemplification. 

Not  young  attornies  have  this  rage  with  flood. 

But  change  their  pens  for  truncheons ,  ink  for  blood* 

This  is  the  opinion  of  a  dramatic,  writer,  whq 
has,  in  a  maderly  manner,  expofed  a  foible  plofely 
allied  to  that,  of  which  I  am  now  treating-— 

J  o 

dage-druck  apprentices,  who  negledl  their  pro¬ 
per  ftudy,  and  defert  their  trade  to  gratify  a 
paffon  that  will  corrupt  their  underdandings,  and 
reduce  them  to  indigence.  Spouting  clubs  and 
Debating  focieties  may  allegorically  be  termed 
Sifters ,  the  offspring  of  Ignorance  and  Vanity ?  and 
the  Parents  of  Indolence  and  Want. 

The  indentured  attorney,  whofe  difordered 
mind  feels  the  warmed  gratification  in  dying  for 
his  country ,  or  deftroying  the  bulwark  of  tyranny 
may,  with  the  fame  ardor  another  night,  ftand 
forth  the  champion  of  virtue ,  defend  the  rights  of 
the  injured ,  and  his 'bread  be  fired  with  the  patri¬ 
otic  warmth  of  an  Hampden  ora  Sydney  :  his  own 
vanity  may  prefer  turgid  declamation,  and  unim¬ 
portant  controverfies,  to  the  energetic  powers  of  a 
Demofthenes,  or  the  rapid  torrent  v/ith  which 
Cicero  overpowered  the.  mod  atrocious  of  villains* 

The  number  of  thefe  pedilential  haunts  is 
now  increafed  to  fourteen,  and  they  have  become 
daily  more  numeroufly  attended.  The  ri finer 
generation  of  citizens  here  declaim  againd  the 
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vulgar  and  illiterate  cufloms  of  their  fathers ; 
their  own  underft  andings  are  irrefiflibly  fwayed 
by  Utopian  and  romantic  ideas  of  patriotism  and 
fame;  induflry  mourns  the  perfuafive  influence 
of.  vanity,  and  Society  the  deprivation  of  its  mem¬ 
bers  ;  for  if  an  impulfe  of  this  nature  once  in* , 
duces  young  men 

.  .  ,  ...  •  ■  i 

<c  To  quit  the  fubfian.cz  for  an  empty  jha'dc” 

every  fyflem  of  reformation  proves  too  often  in¬ 
effectual  ;  the  vigilance  of  juflice,  the  duty  of 
parents,  and  the  mterefi  of  mailers,  fhould  ex¬ 
cite  attention  to  an  objeCt,  the  negleCt  of  which 

> 

can  only  be  remedied  by  an  entire  fubverflon  of 
inflitutions  fo  productive  of  indolence,  and  pre¬ 
judicial  to  the  moral  conduct  of  mankind. 

Many  religions  fects  have  arifen  fince  the  eft  a- 
blifhment  of  the  Christian  Religion,  whole 
doctrines  palliate  immorality,  and  diffoive  the 
links  of  unanimity ;  we  nurture  the  original 
root  with  care,  but  wiflr  to  defir  ov  thofe  branches 
which  difleminate,  and  communicate  their  per¬ 
nicious  qualities  to  the  tender  and  pliant'  fhoots ; 
thus  no  obfcurity  would  be  call  over  the  fplenj* 
dor  of  oratory,  if  thefe  Superfluous  branches  were 
pruned  ;  the  moil  falutary  effedts  would  be  pro¬ 
duced  from  their  extinction;  individuals  would 
not  be.  alienated  from  their  proper  fphere,  fociety 
in  general  would  be  benefited,  and  the  noblefl 
art  would  be  liberated  from  the  manacles  of  ig¬ 
norance  and  enthufiafm.  B . 
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SATURDAY,  December  13,  17SS. 


Be  Horner’s  works  your  fludy  and  delight, 

1 

Read  them  by  day,  and  meditate  by  night ; 

Thence  form  your  judgment,  thence  your  maxims  bring,1 
And  trace  the  mufes  upward  tof  their  fpring.  Pope, 

T* HE  works  of  Homer  may  be  confidered  as  a 
beautiful  and  fpacious  garden,’  in  which  thou¬ 
sands,  for  ages  paft,  have  walked  with  delight,* 
and  from  the  -laurel-hedges  of  which  many  a 
learned  man  has  plucked  unfading  wreaths  to 
grace  his  brow,,  and.  tranfmi|  his  memory  to  the 
fated  pofterity.  After  conic  fling  that  fuch  men 
as  thefe  have  thought  it  an  honor  to  write  com- 
mentis  on  the  father  of  poetry  3  it  wrould  be  h;ghly 
prefumptuous  in  me  to  omit  an  apology  for  taking 
the  fame  road  with  them;  but  loofe  hints,  and 
turfory  obfervationsy  often  (trike  more  forcibly, 
than  the  labored  arguments  of  a,  pro feffed  cri¬ 
tic,  as  the  Surprize  is  always  the  more  agree- 
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able  as  it  is  the  lefs  expefted,  and1  many  had 
rather  fport  the  opinions  of  a  Trifler  as  their 
own,  than  borrow  them  from  authors  whole 
tenets  are  in  every  mouth,  and  wiiofe  decifiona 
they  can  never  hope  to  adopt,  without  a  dread 
of  being  detected  and  expofed.  The  beauties- 
of  Homer,  like  the-  heads  of  the  Hydra,  increafe 
fiy  the  very  means  of  diminution;  the  difeo- 
vtvy  of  one  opens  the  way  to  more,  and  though 
thoufands  have  been  pointed  out,  yet  are  there 
enough  unnoticed  to  give  unexpected  pleafure 
to  the  reader  of  tafle*  and  afford  ample  fcope 
for  the  commendatory  pea  of  the  critic.  And 
of  all  the  beautiful  images  this  great  poet  has 
delineated,,  the  picture  of  Aflyanax,  terrified  at 
the  plume-nodding  helmet,  and  fiirinking  back 
into  his  nurfe’s  bofom,  is,  I  thinks  one  of  the 
mod.  lively,,  and  mod  natural  to  be  met.  whin 
Hector,-  oppreffed  as  he  is  with  the  furrow  of 
his  wife,  and  more  than  doubtful  of  ever  fee¬ 
ing  either  Andromache  or  Affyanax  again,  re¬ 
laxes  a  moment  from  his  inward  grief*  and  joins, 
the  fmile  of  his  didreffed  conibrt,,  at  the  caufe- 
lefs  dread  of  their  tender  infant.  Nor  ends  the 
picture  here;  to  copy  each  particular  circumr 
dance  would  require  the  painter  to  exert  him- 
If  if  fepirateiy  on  the  fever  al  fubjects  contained  in 
die  defCriptiop ;  but  the  reader  beholds  the  pic- 
tpre  at  <ine  view,,  and  combining  the  various  in- 
4  cidents 
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cidents  (which  are  all  fo  many  diflindl  beauties) 
in  one  grand  whole,  is  left  to  contemplate  one  of 
•the  moll  charming  and  interefting  pieces  that  e’er 
the  imagination  of  man  deviled.  A  ockdvgev  y*  \x- 
crocfjoc  in  the  pathetic  relation  of  Hedlor’s  lad  in¬ 
terview  with  his  amiable  confort,  is  a  phrafe 
equally  (Inking  for  the  harmony  of  its  cadence, 
i&nd  the  tender  idea  which  it  conveys  to  the' 
minds  the  combination  of  two  oppofite  paflions 
ilruggiing  in  the  fame  look.,  is  forcibly  pour-’ 
trayed  by  the  direft  oppofition  of  the  two 
words,  it  is  a  beauty  which  mull  appear  evident 
to  every  reader,  and  of  the  force  of  which  the 
poet  himfelf  feeras  fenfible  >  for  we  find  the  fame 
jhafiage  occurring  once  or  twice  more  in  the 
courfe  of  his  works,  though  no  where  fo  imme¬ 
diately  applicable  as  in  the  prefent  inilance; 
the  thought  which  owes  its  origin  to  the  Greek 
poet,  has  been  frequently  imitated  by  fucceeding 
writers,  but  by  none,  I  believe,  more  happily 
than  Shakefpear  in  the  following  paraphrafe  : 

Thcfe  happy  fmiles 

That  play’d  on  her  ripe  lip,  teem’d  not  to  know 
What  guefts  were  in  her  eyes. 

K.  Lear,  A&  IV,  Sc.  3. 

There  is,  perhaps,  no  prettier  character  in 
the  whole  of  his  works  than  that  of  Nauficaa  in 
the  Odyffey ;  fhe  is  beautiful,  courteous,  and 
kind  in  her  behaviour  to  the  wretched  Ulyfle$ 
as  ever  man  cquM  4: fire ;  feme,  perhaps,  more 
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nice  than  wife,  may  be  a  little  dilgufted  with  on® 
of  her  functions,  namely ,  that  of  laundrefs,  but 

•  V 

to  fuch  we  may  reply,  that  if  they  form  their 
opinions  of  Homer’s  Dramatis  Perform,  by  rules 
deduced  from  modern  manners,  they  are  far  wide 
of  the  mark,  and  very  incompetent  judges  of 
any  part  of  his  works ;  when  they  fee  a  peer 
mixing  with  the  lowed  clafs  to  gratify  his  va¬ 
nity,  or  a  learned  prelate  rifking  his  life  la 
fearch  of  the  Philofopher’s  Stone,  the}'  need  no 
longer  be  adoniflied  at  a  fine  girl’s  taking  it  into 
her  head  to  wafii  the  week’s  linen,  efpecially  when 
we  find  it  was  the  cufcom  of  the  time,  and  that 
Minerva  fen  t  her  for  fo  necefiarya  purpofe;  among 
us  indeed  Princefies  themfelves  never  wafii  the 
Royal  Family’s  foul  clothes,  but  the  place  of 
Queers  laundrefs  can  boaft  of  many  a  fair 
nymph  whofe  employment,  like  Nauficaa’s,  is 
merely  nominal,  and  whofe  charms,  like  her’s, 
are  the  fird  point  of  confideration.  Thus  much 
to  the  fantaftic  belle,  and  fqueamifh  petit-mai- 
tre,  to  the  girl  of  fpirit,  or  the  man  of  life  $ 
fhe  is  the  very  pattern  of  excellence,  to  pieafe  the 
female  jarveys ,  fhe  drives  four  in  hand,  and 
manages  her  whip  with  the  utmoft  fkill,  to 
delight  the  more  domed ic  part  of  her  fex  fhe 
fings  mod  charmingly,  and,  in  fine,  is  not 
above  playing  a  game  at  bade- ball  with  her  at¬ 
tendants  ;  die.  is  To  much  the  favorite  of  the 
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poet,  that  he  compares  her  and  her  companion^ 
to  Diana  and  her  nymphs  on  an  hunting  party, 
and  that  in  a  fimile  which  yields  the  palm  to 
no  one  in  the  whole  of  his  works,  and  which 

•  '  f 

Virgil  has  moft  ftri&ly  and  beautifully  copied. 
The  char  after  of  Nauficaa,  like  that  of  Sarpe- 
don  in  the  Iliad,  has  but  one  fault,  and  that 
is,  it  is  too  fhort,  but  what  there  is  of  it,  is  fpi- 
rited,  lively,  generous,  and  interefting ;  her  re¬ 
ception  and  treatment  of  UlyfTes,  when  all  her 
companions,  ftartled  at  hjs  appearance,  deferfc 
her,  is  noble  and  captivating,  and  her  whole  con¬ 
duct  breathes  ftrongly  the  fpirit  of  that  Goddefs, 
who  direfts  her  behaviour,  and  fuggefts  to  her 
every  principle  of  aftion.  But  where  ihall  we 
find  a  more  affefting  picture  than  that  which 
the  dog  Argus  'reprefents  to  our  view?  after  an 
abfence  of  twenty  years,  Ulyffes  returns  to  his 
native  country,  unhappy  and  unknown  by  all, 
fave  this  faithful  animal;  the  fwineherd,  Eu- 
msus,  his  moft  faithful  friend,  receives  him  in 
the  moft  hofpitable  manner,  but  is  entirely  ig¬ 
norant  that  he  is  the  whole  time  entertaining 
his  old  maker,  his  king,  and  one  who  had  treated 
him  like  a  father;  the  nurfe  is  a  long  while  be¬ 
fore  flie  difcovers  him  ;  and  Penelope  relates  her 
piteous  tale  of  woe,  and  fets  forth  all  her  wrongs 
to  him,  as  to  one  whom  floe  looks  on  as  a  kind 

and 
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and  interefled  ftranger ;  but  the  fagaclous  and 
grateful  Argus,  whom  Ulyffes  had  fondled  when 
a  puppy,  and  left  •  behind  him,  perhaps  howling 
with  grief  at  his  departure,  inftantly  knows  his. 
old  mailer,  and  fhews  every  fign  of  joy  at  hif 
approach  *,  when  young,  and  in  the  vigor  of  his 
ftrength,  the  fnitors  had  hunted  with  him,  and 
taken  care  of  him  for  their  own  ufe  ;  but  now, 
worn  out  in  their,  ferviee,  ho  is  thrown  afide, 
and  left  to  rot  on  the  dunghill,  a  prey  to  worms, 
and  pine  away  negleded  and  delpifed.  It  is  a 
circuruftance  irrefifbibly  affeding,  as  addrefled  to 
(our  pafnons,  and  a  fable  borrowed  from  the, 
brute  creation,  only  to  ftrike  mankind  the  more 
forcibly  with  the  recolledion  of  their  injuf- 
,tice  and  ingratitude ;  it  gives  rife  to  a  few  lines 
equally  beautiful  and  true,  on  the  vices  of  fer- 
yants,  when  they  are  no  longer  fubjed  to  the 
conrroul  of  their  mailer,  but  lord  it  over  their 
inferior  domeliics,  and  particularly  over  dumb 
animals,  who  have  once  enjoyed  the  favor  of 
an  indulgent  mailer,  nor  ever  deferyed  to  be 
ill  treated  for  thofe  failings  which  old  age  may 
infiid  on  them-  This  faithful  creature  recog¬ 
nizes  Ulyftes  at  firft  fight,  and  fawning  upon 
him,  with  ail  the  earneftnefs  of  brutifh  affedion, 
finks  under  the  conflict  of  contending  pafiions 
and  empires,  a  vidim  to  gratitude,  at  his  maf- 
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ter’s  feet.  Let  the  grateful  friend  commemo-- 
rate  his  death  with  the  tear  of  fenfibiiity,  and 
the  inqrate  blufh,  when  he  beholds  that  judice 
in  the  bread  of  a  brute,  of  which  his  own  mind 
was  never  yet  fufceptible.  But  what  adequate 
praife  can  we  beilow  on  the  firft  interview  between 
UlyfTes  and  his  excellent  wife  ?  the  very  circum- 
flance  which  introduces  her  to  her  unknown 
gueft,  is  admirably  contrived,  nor  could  the 
blamelefs  ^ondudt  of  Penelope  be  fet  in  a  ftronger 
light,  than  by  making  her  chide  her  fervants  for 
tiling  opprobrious  language  to  a  man  whom  fhe 
does  net  know,  but  whom  fine  indantly  conceives  a 
regard  for,  from  his  promifmg  to  give  an  account 
of  her  long  loft  hufband.  From  the  firft  fpeech 
of  UlyfTes  Penelope  forms  fo  favorable  an  opi¬ 
nion  of  him,  that  fhe  tells  her  whole  dory  to 
him,  and  lays  open  her  mind,  though  in  another 
place  fhe  expreffes  her  contempt  of  all  the 
drangers  who  made  a  pra<5iice  of  coming  under 
pretence  of  giving  her  information  of  her  Lord 
of  him,  however,  fhe  feems  to  harbour  no  fuf- 
picion,  but  attends  to  his  motley  tale  of  woe, 
with  every  token  of  pity  it  defer ves,  and  anfwers 
all  his  fufferings  with  fighs,  and  filent  tears.  But 
the  defeription  of  the  mutual  effects  of  the  refpec- 
tive  dories,  is  replete  with  the  touches  of  a  maf- 
ter’s  pen,  and  as  highly  poetical  as  any  lines  in 
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the  poem.  From  her  the  tears  dream  down  her 
fond  cheeks  as  die  mourns  the  fuppofed  abfence 
of  him  who  is  fitting  by  her  y  (he  liftens  atten¬ 
tively  to  every  circumdance  that  is  related  of 
him,  and  as  a  thoufand  fond  ideas  crowd  upon 
her  mind,  Ihe  bur  Its  into  a  flood  of  tears,  and 
bedews  his  memory  with  theie  faithful  pledges' 
of  her  unalienated  Jove.  The  portrait  of  Ulyffes 
is  painted  with  all  the  force  of  a  poetic  imagina¬ 
tion  5  he  fees  his  wife  after  twenty  years  abfence, 
folely  intent  on  him,  afking  queftions  after  him,- 

and  (till  true  and  faithful  to  his  memory,  he  is 

.  ■*  -  *  .  •  -*  » 

witnefs  to  thofe  tears  which  flow  for  him,  and 
pities  her  diftrefs,  though  he  is  purpofed  not  yet 
to  relieve  it ;  but  though  we  fee  him  thus  movedy 
and,  in  fome  meafure,  yielding  to  the  cries  of 
human  tendernefs,  yet  he  dill  maintains  his 
wonted  firmnefs,  and  in  the  midft  of  all  thofe 
pangs  to  which  his  fenfibility  muff  neceffarily 
fubjedt  him,  repreffes  the  tears  juft  flarting 
from  his  eye,  and  ftlll  adheres  to  his  refolution 
of  not  yet  difeovering  himfelf  to  her.  This  very 
circumftance  is  what  appears  to  me  the  moft  ex¬ 
ceptionable  part  of  the  OdyfTey ;  from  the  de- 
feription  of  our  hero’s  feelings  at  his  wife’s  dif¬ 
trefs,  we  may  judge  him  pofteffed  of  an  heart 
by  no  means  void  of  the  tender  fenfations  of 
humanity,  and  from  the  high  praifes  Penelope  un¬ 
knowingly 
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knowingly  bellows  on  him,  and  his  never- ceafing 
defire  of  returning  home,  we  may  conclude  him  a 
good,  a  kind,  and  a  loving  hufband  ;  it  is  then, 
methinks,  unnatural  to  delay  the  denouement  to 
fo  late  a  period,  and  inflidt  the  moil  bitter  an- 
guifh  on  the  faithful  Penelope,  for  the  fake  of 
keeping  up  that  inflexibility  of  temper,  and  pre¬ 
determination  of  adlion,  which  form  one  of  the 
ftrongeft  traits  in  the  character  of  UlyfTes.  It 
would  be  much  more  agreeable  to  every  fympa- 
thizing  reader,  that  this  fcene  of  mutual  diflrefs 
fhould  be  ended  by  a  cataflrophe  of  mutual  hap- 
pinefs,  that  UlyfTes  fhould  iriake  himfelf  known, 
and  receive  his  chafle  confort  to  his  arms,  than 
to  drop  fo  interefting  a  fubjed  to  introduce 
other  bufinefs,  and  at  laft  make  Telemachus 
upbraid  the  coldnefs  of  his  mother’s  behaviour 
towards  one  whom  fhe  receives  but  as  a  kind 
and  pleafing  ftranger.  To  thofe  whofe  incon- 
iiderate  zeal  prompts  them  to  extol  the  cru¬ 
elty  of  a  Brutus,  or  to  glory  in  the  miflaken 
virtue  of  an  injured,  but  innocent  Lucretia,  the 
uniform  finnnefs  of  UlyfTes  may  appear  the 
brighteft  gem  he  can  boafl  of ;  they  will  praife 
him  when  lie  fobs  on  the  fea-fhore,  and  cafls  a 
longing  eye  towards  the  rocks  of  Ithaca, 
though  the  charms  and  continual  kindnefs  of 
a  Goddefs  are  the  chief  misfortunes  of  which 
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he  vents  his  complaints ;  they  will  commend 
his  frigid  paffion  in  terms  of  the  warmed  ap¬ 
probation,  and  applaud  the  protracted  crifis  of  fo> 
cold,  fo  unintereding  an  ecclaircidement.  But  had 
the  fun  of  gladnefs  beamed  through  the  clouds 
of  forrow,  and  brightened  up  the  mids  of  grief 
with  fudden  and  unexpected  rays  of  joy,  the 
clofe  of  day  had  proved  anfwerable  to  th&  pro- 
mifes  of  morn,  and  the  whole  fhone  forth 

equally  decked  with  the  charms  of  nature. 
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Licuit  femperqul  lie  el  it 
Signatum  prafente  not  a  procudere  nummutn 
Ut  Syl^vee  foliis  pronos  mutantur  iiianno$> 

Prtma  cadunt  ita  <verlorum  <vetus  interit  <eta$ 

Et  ju'venum'Jitu  Jlorent  modo  nata  vigentque * 

Horace  Ars  PoetiCA, 

An  undifputed  power 
Of  coining  money  from  the  rugged  ore ; 

Nor  lefs  of  coining  words  is  (till  confeft. 

If  with  a  legal  publick  (lamp  imprell. 

As  when  the  foreft  with  the  bending  year, 

Firft  flieds  its  leaves  which  earliefl  appear; 

So  an  old  race  of  words  maturely  dies. 

And  fome  new-born  in  youth  and  figure  rife. 

rip 

J.  HE  EngliHi  language  fcarce  affords  a  term 
fo  copious  in  its  fignification  as  the  monofyllablo 
Fun.  Our  light-heeled  Gallick  neighbours 
amufe  themfelves  in  the  dance,  the  Italians 
in  mufic*  in  fhort,  every  nation  takes  delight 
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in  fome  particular  fpecies  of  fcience  or  pica-* 
fure  (except  where  univerfal  torpidity  rebates  the 
animal  fpirits,  and  by  incapacitating  the  mind 
for  an  induftrious  application  to  bufinefs,  re¬ 
quires  not  the  relaxation  necelfary  to  men  of 
more  intenfe  ftudy)  but  Fun  feems  to  be  con- 
ilitutionally  inherent  in  the  inhabitants  of  this 
ifland ;  for  although  the  veftiges  may  be  found 
perceptible  in  other  countries,  yet  England 
feems  to  be  its  favoured  refidence. 

I  have  often  heard  people  attempt  to  ex- 
cufe  an  action  for  which  they  have  been  re- 
prehended,  by  faying,  fC  it  was  only  a  little 
liarmlefs  Funf*  but  the  term  feems  quite  in- 
congruous  to  me,  having  feldom  obferved  any 
fun  that  was  not  in  fome  degree  cruel  or  crimi¬ 
nal,  the  analization  of  which  would  afford  but 

< 

little  pleafure  to  the  benevolent  mind,  fmce  it 
generally  confifls  in  the  diflreffes  of  fome 
unfortunate  animal,  and  Tyranny  conftitutes  an 
effential  part  of  its  compofition.  Hiflory  has 
indeed  placed  this  amufement  in  an  odious  light, 
and  called  that  cruelty  which  the  performers  ther$- 
delves  might  perhaps  have  denominated  „cc  harm - 
lejs  Fun  F  For  certainly,  when  Nero  fet  fire  to 
Rome,  and  fung  its  funeral  dirge  to  the  harp, 
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this  fpirit  of  Fun,  more  than  ftudied  ferocity, 
leems  to  have  actuated  his  conduCt,  or  rather 
the  natural  cruelty  of  his  difpofition,  tinCtured 
all  his  amufements  with  infeparable  barbarity. 
It  may  appear  to  an  Englilhman  very  extra¬ 
ordinary  that  a  Roman  Emperor  fhould  elteem 
killing  flies  good  fun  ;  or  that  another  fhould 
become  barber  for  the  fun  of  cutting  off  mens’ 
nofes ;  but  let  him  confider  how  prompt  his 
countrymen  are  to  take  pleafure  in  the  torment 
of  other  animals,  and  how  ready  to  laugh  at  any 
awkward  geftures,  to  which  diftrefs  or  paflion 
may  give  birth,  perhaps  he  may  have  been  an 
eye-witnefs  of  the  alacrity  with  which  an  Englifli 
mob  take  the  executive  power  of  juftice  in  their 
own  hands,  and  their  expreffions  of  joy  at 
the  ineffectual  efforts  of  a  half- drowned  pick¬ 
pocket. 

I  am  confcious  that  all  rural  amufements 
lie  under  the  imputation  of  cruelty  -}  that  hunt¬ 
ing,  {hooting,  and  angling  are  by  no  means 
exempt  from  this  accufation.  But  to  interdict 
thefe  diverfions  through  a  principle  of  huma¬ 
nity  would  be  abfurd,  as  to  accufe  the  butcher 
of  cruelty  in  following  the  neceffary  duties  of 
his  occupation.  Nor  is  it  my  defire,  at  prefent, 

to 
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to  investigate  the  rationality  of  ruftic  fports  $ 
it  was  rather  my  intention  to  ffiew  how  nearly 
thofe  amufements  in  which  the  mind  does  not 
take  part,  are  allied  to  cruelty,,  and  that  if  this 
fpirit  of  fun  is  not  exclusively  the  property  of 
Engliffimen,  it  yet  makes  a  conliderable  part  of 
their  national  character.  Within  the  Space  of 
a  century  two  unfortunate  wretches  were  drowned 
in  undergoing  the  ridiculous  ordeal  of  witch¬ 
craft;  and  the  man  who  was  moft  inftrumen- 
tal  in  their  murder,  received  money  from  the 
furrounding  multitude,  as  a  reward  for  th t  fun 
he  had  exhibited  in  ducking  them ;  nor  is  it 
neceflary  that  we  Should  turn  a  retrofpedlive 
eye  to  the  errors  of  antiquity,  fince  daily  expe¬ 
rience  convinces  us,  that  this  love  of  fun  is  as 
prevalent  at  this  period  of  time,  as  it  has  been 
in  any  preceding  age.  The  alacrity  with  which 
men  of  every  description  refort  to  Newmarket, 
Sufficiently  elucidate  my  observation,  and  proves 
this  place  to  be,  at  particular  feafons,  a  prin¬ 
cipal  emporium  of  fun;  but  a  knowledge  of 
the  procefs  of  modern  horfemanffiip  muft  con¬ 
siderably  abate  the  pleafure  which  a  feeling 
iuind  would  otherwife  experience  at  the  gaiety 
of  the  Scene ;  nor  can  it  be  agreeable,  except 
to  thofe  who  are  on  the  turf  to  know  that  the 
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King’s  Plates,  which  are  given  to  encourage 
the  breed  of  horles,  fhould  tend  to  its  per- 
verfion.  That  by  training  thefe  animals  merely 
for  fleetnefs,  we  rear  a  breed  that  would  bend 
beneath  the  weight  of  a  well  grown  boy  ;  be- 
fides  that  a  month’s  training  (which  confifls 
of  hard  exercife  and  little  food)  always  pre¬ 
cedes  this  amufement,  which  to  be  pleafing, 
mud  be  of  Ihort  duration.  Nor  is  it  Horfe- 
racing  alone  that  brings  fuch  a  periodical  con- 
courfe  to  Newmarket;  a  Boxing  match  fome- 
times  concludes  this  routine  of  fafhionable  di- 
verfions,  yet  for  the  fake  of  humanity  it  is  to 
be  hoped  that  a  fellow  creature  beat  to  death 
for  the  amufement  of  the  furrounding  croud 
is  not  always  efteemed  good  fun , 

Such  are  the  diverfions  which,  with  an  irre- 
fittible  charm,  attract  the  fporting  gentlemen 
of  England;  for  the  fake  of  which  Peers  con- 
defcend  to  keep  company  with  fharpers,  and 
where  as  at  a  mafquerade  all  diitinCtion  va- 
nifhes,  and  then  affume  characters  wholly  dif¬ 
ferent  from  the  general  tenor  of  their  lives. 
For  how  totally  unlike  the  Prime  Minifter 
haranguing  the  Parliament,  is  the  booted  Pre¬ 
mier  folieiting  the  opinion  of  the  Jockey  club. 
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or  difputing  with  a  fharper  $  and  who  that  ever 
heard  him  difcourfe  upon  the  Britifh  laws  and 
conftitution  would  fuppofe  that  he  was  equally 
'  fkilled  in  the  conftitution  of  a  horfe  ?  yet  this 
has  been  no  uncommon  fpedtacle  at  New¬ 
market. 

Amongft  the  lower  orders  of  men,  if  that 
fpecies  of  fun  denominated  bull  baiting,  cock 
fighting,  bear  baiting,  &c.  were  abolilhed,  they 
would  not  be  lefs  fober  or  induftrious.  But  as 
it  cannot  be  expedited,  that  men  let  loofe  from 
labor  fhould  regulate  their  condudd  in  the  hours 
of  relaxation  with  the  propriety  which  reafon 
might  require,  I  fhall  forbear  pafhng  any 
ftriddures  on  their  paftimes,  however  repugnant 
to  humanity,  but  cannot  help  taking  notice  of 
one  in  particular  which  is  as  extraordinary  as  it 
is  replete  with  barbarity,  I  mean  throwing  at  a 
cock  on  Shrove  Tuefday;  why  that  day  fhould 
be  particularly  fele&ed  for  the  deftruddion  of 
the  feathered  fpecies  remains  an  enigma  to  me 
which  folly  perhaps  can  only  folve,  fmce  from 
thence  it  appears  to  take  its  rife.  Of  late  years 
indeed  this  fpecies  of  fun  has  been  lefs  regarded 
than  it  ufed  to  be,  and  I  make  no  doubt  but 
that  this  and  every  other  irrational  diverfion 

will 
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will  in  the  courfe  of  a  few  years  dwindle  into 
negled.  But  although  time  and  reafon  may 
prune  thefo  exuberances,  the  fenfe  of  fun  will  by 
no  means  be  contracted,  as  long  as  the  folly  of 
mankind  continues  to  find  frefh  meanings  to 
this  comprehenfive  but  incomprehenfible  mo¬ 
no  fy  liable.  To  fubflantiate  this  afiertion  I 
muft  digrefs  into  anecdote,  and  inform  my 
headers,  that  a  gentleman,  whom  bufinefs  of 
confequence  compelled  to  vifit  Ireland,  was 
tired  with  a  long  walk  through  the  ftreets  of 
Dublin,  when  a  Coffee -houfe  opportunely  pre¬ 
sented  itfelf  to  his  view,  into  which  as  he  entered y 
a  man,  of  a  martial  appearance,  who  was  talk¬ 
ing  to  a  waiter,  immediately  attracted  his  at¬ 
tention,  in  •  the  courfe  of  whofe  converfation 
he  overheard  him  enquire  if  there  had  been 
any  fport  there,  and  the  waiter  reply  to  this  eff eft  i 
**  O,  no.  Captain,  no  fun  at  ally  fince  the  death 
of  Fitzgerald,  (it  is  a  pity  he  was  not  fuffered 
to  efcape,  to  keep  up  the  breed  of  Duellifis) 
to  be  fure  we  have  had  a  little  popping,  but 
only  two  men  killed  for  this  laft  fix  months ;  it 
is  natural  to  fuppofe,  that  the  Englifhman,  who 
had  not  much  relifh  for  fun  of  this  fort,  was 
not  altogether  free  from  apprehenfions  of  this 
terrifick  votary '  of  Mars,  which -he  foon  termi- 
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uated,  by  abruptly  leaving  the  room*  Upon 
a  defcription  of  the  place  when  he  returned  to 
his  lodgings,  he  was  informed  it  was  called 
Lucas's  Coffee  Houfe,  where  ^gentlemen,  who  had 
more  hot  blood  in  their  veins,  than  brains  in 
their  heads,  might  be  accommodated  with  an 
opportunity  of  trying  their  courage  gratis ,  with 
an  elegant  affortment  of  various  weapons,  and  the 
ilri&eft  fecrecy  to  be  depended  upon,  where  men 
of  honor  reforted  every  morning,  equally  prompt 
to  attend  as  feconds,  or  be  engaged  as  princi¬ 
pals;  or  fliould  the  combatants  felfiihly  choofe 
to  have  all  the  fun  to  themfelves,  they  would 
{till,  with  the  ftridteft  honor ,  guard  them  from 
interruption.  The  Englifhman  was  aftonilhed 
to  hear  a  meaning  appropriated  to  fun>  which 
he,  although  coming  from  its  favourite  refi- 
dence,  had  hitherto  been  unacquainted  with. 
Soon  after  this  circumftance,  he  returned  to 
his  native  country,  but  whether  he  or  any  other 
perfon  had  the  honour  of  importing  this  recent 
fignification  of fun ,  I  have  never  yet  been  able 
to  dilcover  ;  neverthelefs,  Englifhmen  to  lhew 
their  fkill  in  the  imitative  art,  foon  added  this 
nevy  attribute,  and  in  a  duel  that  happened  foon 
after*  in  which  neither  of  the  gentlemen  engaged 
were  materially  hurt,  one  of  die  feconds  was 

heard 
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heard  to  exclaim,  with  a  difcontented  air,  that 
he  looked  upon  this  rencontre  as  very  bad  funk 
and  hoped  to  have  a  better  field  day  the  next 
time  he  fhould  be  in  a  fimilar  fituation*  Hi¬ 
therto  a  contempt  of  death  has  been  thought 
fufiiciently  chara£i:enftic  of  a  brave  man,  but  I 
don’t  recolledt  that  it  was  ever  before  thought  ne- 
cefiary  for  the  valiant  to  take  pleafure  in  blood- 
Ihed,  or  that  cutting  throats  was  ever  eiteemed 
a  fource  of  rational  amu  foment  even  for  Irifh* 
men. 


Hi 


No.  31. 


OF  THE 


T  R  I  F  L  E  R 


Semper  ego  auditor  tantum? 

Juvenal, 


LONDON: 

i  *  . 

PRINTED  FOR  THE  AUTHORS, 

AN© 

Sold  by  Meilieurs  Rosin  sons,  Patar-nofler-Row. 
M.BCC.LXXXVIII. 


Cnteteb  at  ^tatlanttss  DaJU 


r  * 


Atuches  is  received  ;  the  Incorre&nefs  of  the  compofitloBj 
not  the  fubjeft,  obliges  us  to  decline  its  infertion, 

ERRATA  in  No.  30, 

Page  383,  for  fitu,  read  ritu, 

for  Horace ,  read  Horatii. 

386,  laft  line  but  4,  for  horfemanfbl^  read  horft* 

racing • 

for  elucidate,  read  elucidates . 

387#  ditto,  for  then ,  read  men . 

390,  line  13,  dele  the  comma,  and  mferf  a  period, 

k 

— '  <r  -  *  -r 

t ...  vV  u  \  > 


A 


; :  i  ri  o  , 


»  V  M  M  ♦  : 


ld  A  i*'-  •’*-  -  •S'-  ••  ..  .  *  ’ v 

>  *  ■*  t  ,  ,  +  ^  .-V*  -  •  r  v  w,  -; 


v  *  <  «  V  > 


Number  XXXI, 


OF  THE 


TRIFLE 


mass 


SATURDAY,  December  27,  1788* 


If  my  Readers  derive  any  amufement  from  the 
prefent  number,  they  are  indebted  to  my 
correfpondents,  whofe  favors  I  have  taken 
the  liberty  of  abridging  in  fome  paffages, 
corredting  others,  and  making  thofe  altera¬ 
tions  which  I  judged  might  improve  their 
compofitions,  without  deviating  from  the 
fenfe. 

Facies  non  omnibus  una3 

Nec  di^erfa  tamcn .  Ovid, 

Diff’rent  their  fubjedts,  yet  their  end  the  fame, 

Mr.  TOUCHSTONE. 

SIR, 

T  --  .  "  r'  ‘ \ 

H  E  improvement  I  acquire  from  the  pe~ 

rufai  of  your  literary  publication,  induced  me  to 
devote  a  portion  of  my  intellectual  amufement 
to  obferve  the  effedls  of  human  caprice  ;  with 
the  intention,  fhould  any  very  fingular  occur, 
of  tranfmitting  an  account  of  them  to  you. 

Whether  the  following  charadlers  are  peculiar 
Xo  my  own  neighbourhood  I  ihall  not  deter- 

K  k  mine. 
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mine,  but  I  think  in  moft  of  the  vifits  that  I 
have  hitherto  paid,  I  have  fucceeded  in  my* 
general  defign.  .1  accepted  _  my  friend  Mr. 
Gimcrack’s  invitation,  of  vifiting  his  cabinet 
of  curiofities,  and  repofitpry  of  exotics,  I  fhould 
remind  you,  that  his  collection  has  feme  me¬ 
rit  in  the  choice  of  materials,  as  well  as  in 
the  neatnefs  of  their  arrangement ;  and  though 
not  equal  to  the  curious  art  and  expenfive 
{kill  of  the  late  Sir  A.  L.  has  certainly  taken  as 
much  time  in  the  formation,  engaged  as  great- 
attention  in  the  digeftion,  and  coft  as  large  fums 
in  the  purchafe  either  the  profits  of  the  collector’s 
profeflion,  the  weight  of  his  finances,  or  the  re¬ 
gard  due  to  his  dependants,  could  poffibly  a?- 
low,  I  fhall  not  attempt  to  deferibe  the-  various 
fpecies  of  birds,  infeCts,  plants  and  minerals, 
that  are  prefented  to  your  notice ;  neither  fhall 
I  offer  any  pofitive  affertions  to  fettle  the 
proportion  of  merit  or  demerit,  with  which 
my  friend’s  conduCt  is  marked ;  but  only  ob- 
ferve,  that  what  may  be  innocent  as  an 
amufement,  may  be  far  otherwife  when  it  en¬ 
gages  our  chief  attention,  and  becomes  our 
.only  ftudy  :  and  the  eager  purfuits  which  may 
be  ju&ifiable  in  one  perfon,  from  a  disparity 
of  circumftances,  become  little  lefs  than  crimi¬ 
nal  in  another. 
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But  leaving  this  fubjeCt,  I  fhall  propofe  ano¬ 
ther  for  your  notice.  My  neighbour,  Dr* 
Caffock,  has  often  requeued  my  company,  and 
always  enforces  his  offer  with  Latin  quotations, 
and  many  propofals  of  convincing  me,  that  he 
has  been  for  fome  time  fuccefsfully  devoted  to 
the  Mufes.  I  one  day  accepted  of  his  repeated 
invitations,  and  after  the'  ufual  falutations,  was 
introduced  into  the  library,  and  prefented  with  a 
variety  of  Odes,  &c.  in  different  languages,  and 
other  light  performances,  all  of  which  I  was  re¬ 
peatedly  affured  were  the  productions  of  his  own 
pen  -3  their  diftinguifhed  beauties  were  pointed 
out  as  we  proceeded :  many  infignificant  me¬ 
thods  were  adopted  to  recommend  each  com- 
pofition,  fuch  as  an  elevation  of  voice — a  long 
paufe — an  expreffive  violence,  followed  by  a 
defcant  upon  the  novelty  and  vdegance  of  the 
iiea — the  ftrength  and  force  of  the  expreffion — 
the  happy  combination  of  the  fentirne.nts — or  the 
peculiar  grace  and  rhetorical  facceffion  of  images 
that  animated  whole  paffages. 

I  fliould  have  endured  this  irkfome  trial  in 
patience,  had  the  Doctor’s  egotifm  refled  here, 
flattering  myfelf  that  we  had  almoft  concluded,  I 
was  fuddenly  furprized  by  an  unexpected  change 
of  the  feene  :  feveral  MS.,  fermons  were  ’*£- 


comsp.cn 
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commended  to  my  notice.  Hence  aroie  a  new 
difplay  of  beauties.  Variety  of  thoughts,  and 
particular  pafiages,  were  propofed  to  my  imita¬ 
tion,  and  I  was  frequently  exhorted  if  I  enlifted 
in  the  fervice  of  the  Chriftian  priefthood  to  fol¬ 
low  fuch  examples  in  one  refpedl,  brighter  in  a 
fecond,  and  flili  more  fublime  in  a  third.  He 
repeated  his  remarks  on  the  fubjedl  of  poetry, 
from  which  I  was  induced  to  think,  that  the  ana¬ 
logy  between  a  poem  and  a  fermon  was  much 
greater  than  I  had  ever  conceived ;  or,  at  leafl, 
my  inexperience  prompted  me  to  draw  a  com¬ 
panion  between  things  of  which  I  found  fo  many 
fimilar  features,  I  could  not  cafily  remove  this 
error  till  I  recolledfed  that  pafiage  in  Virgil’s  firft 
Eclogue  ; 

* 

Urbem  quam  dicunt  Ro?nam ,  Jtdelibcee ,  putavi 

Stultus  ego  huic  nojirce  fimilem - - 

Sic  car  thus  catulos  Jimiles,  fic  mairibus  hevdos 
Noram  fie  parvis  comp  on  ere  magna  Jolcbam . 

Fool  that  I  was,  I  thought  Imperial  Rome 
Like  Mantua - 

So  kids  and  whelps  their  fires  and  dams  exprefs. 

And  fo  the  great  I  meafurM  by  the  lefs.  Dryden. 

•  *  -  ......  » 

I  could  not  help  tailing  when  I  reflected,  that 
nry  neighbour  intended  rather  to  gratify  -his  own 

pride. 
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pride,  than  to  entertain  or  improve  his  vifitor ; 
this  refledtion  {truck  me  fo  forcibly,  that  I  was 
convinced  that  every  mode  of  inftrudhon  which 
is  calculated  to  recommend  the  teacher,  rather 
than  improve  the  hearer,  is,  at  beft,  but  plaufiblQ 
trifling,  or  fplendid  vanity. 

'  My  next  acquaintance,  and  the  perfon  I  would 
next  introduce  to  yours,  is  my  friend  Mr.  Gid¬ 
dy,  a  gentleman  of  abilities,  well  read,  very  lo¬ 
quacious,  and,  in  his  own  opinion,  very  intelli¬ 
gent,  but  rather  too  communicative :  he  has  a 
great  fhare  of  fortitude  in  his  temper,  benevo¬ 
lence  in  his  difpofition,  and  zeal  in  his  conilitu- 
tion :  he  has  many  good  qualities,  but  they  are 
unfortunately  clouded,  or  rather  fuperfeded,  by 
fome  predominant  imperfedtion.  The  grand 
fburce  of  his  frailty  originates  from  inconfiftency 
or  verfatility,  mixed  with  a  prevailing  fhare!  of 
pride  and  felf- eflimation,  that  towers  above  every 
other  quality,  and  follies  the  whole  of  his  con¬ 
duct.  His  life  is  dire  died  by  unfettled  prin¬ 
ciples,  it  fluctuates  in  various  uncertainties,  as 
the  opinions  of  mankind  concur  to  his  inclina¬ 
tions  and  fuit  his  take.  He  was  always  much 
captivated  by  appeals  to  the  paflions ;  as  the  bar 
could  not  fatisfy  the  eagernefs  of  his  deflre ;  he 
applied  fli$  oratorical  powers  to  the  pulpit^ 

Henpe 
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Hence  he  imbibed  a  paflion  for  religious  dif- 
courfes5  and  as  novelty  has  great  influence  over 
minds  fo  fufceptlble  as  his,  he  foon  felt  a  ftrong 
BFepofiefiiOn  in  favor  of  extemporary  harangues, 

r4nd  the  gratifications  of  the  Tabernacle. 

*  I  *i  |  f  4 

X  fhall  not  follow  this  character  through  all  the 
obvious  inconfiftencies  arid  deep  perplexities,  in 
which  It  muft  necefiarily  have  waded,  but  make 
this  remark,  as  a  preventive  to  others,  maturely 
to  examine  every  circumftance  that  conduces  to 
our  pleafure,  without  prejudice  ;  and  confider* 
whether  it  is  really  an  objed  deferving  our  atten^ 
tion,  in  youth  to  truft  to  the  judgment  of  expe¬ 
rienced  men,  and,  at  the  fame  time,  to  a d  with 
$  prydent  diftryft  of  their  own. 

X  muft  folicit  your  permiflion  to  introduce 

another  charade  r- - my  learned  friend  the 

Juftice.  I  fear  It  will  be  more  difficult  to  deve- 
lope  this  vifitor  than  either  of  the  preceding 
ones  5  he  is  compofed  of  a  tindure  of  felflfhnefs 
which  often  proves  the  vital  principle  and  primum 
mobile  of  every  adion.  I  fhall  not  expofe  the 
private  concerns  of  this  adive  man,  as  I  am  de- 
firous  of  diveftlng  rnyfelf  of  perlbnality  j  the 
traits  of  his  profeffional  charader  therefore  fall 
under  my  eoruideratlom, 

<*  A  zealous 
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A  zealous  regard  for  the  public  weal  is  the. 
profeffed  motive  of  his  condud  ;  actuated  by 
this  intention,  he  ftudies  the  antient  records  of 
his  country,  and  obferves  the  diftinguifhing  fea¬ 
tures  of  the  modern  ftatutes.  He  confiders  in 
what  manner  they  concern  the  ceconomy  of  the 
ftate,  and  whether  his  neighbours  will  be  bene¬ 
fited  ;  he  reprobates  thofe  taxes  by  which  his  own 
property  becomes  affected  -r  in  peace,  he  vio¬ 
lently  argues,  that  we  are  the  deriiion  of  our  con¬ 
tinental  rivals  ;  in  war,  that  we  are  hanging  up¬ 
on  the  brink  of  deftrudtion,  and  muff  inevitably 
be  ruined  by  the  burdens  and  impofts  of  the  ftate. 
He  is  dreadfully  affrighted,  left  we  fhould  be 
involved  in  the  difputes  now  exifting  between 
the  Northern  European  potentates  and  the 
Turks,  left  the  value  of  his  eftate  fhould  ae- 
creafe;  for  he  feelingly  complains,  that  it  is 
fcarcely  recovered  from  the  ravages  of  the  Ame¬ 
rican  wrar  ;  if  any  trivial  offender  is  brought  to 
juftice  when  his  mind  is  inflamed  by  fome  poli¬ 
tical  prejudice,  the  culprit  rarely  efcapes  cor¬ 
rection,  but  too  often  experiences  the  horrors  of 
a  dungeon,  or  the  difcipline  of  the  laffu 

When  his  worfhip  divefts  himfelf  of  political 
anxieties,  he  imparts  his  opinion  with  truth,  dis¬ 
cretion,  and  impartiality  ;  he  is  then  reverenced 

as* 
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as  the  oracle  of  his  neighbourhood.  To  hear 
him  deciding  controverfies,  reproving  delin¬ 
quents,  or  explaining  the  meaning  of  the  law, 
with  his  unprejudiced  candor  and  goodfenfe, 
every  one  mu  ft  lament  that  fo  much  fkill  and 
ability  fhould  ever  be  fullied  by  imperfection, 
warped  by  prejudice,  or  enervated  by  felfifti  at¬ 
tachments.  From  a  review  of  this  character, 
the  neceftity  of  felf-knowledge  and  felf-govern- 
ment  appears  evident.  The  extenfion  of  our 
acquifitions  proves  ufelefs,  when  they  are  not 
heightened  by  that  rectitude,  of  principle,  and 
tempered  by  that  prudence  of  conduct,  which  are 
the  folid  qualifications  and  real  ornaments  of 
life.  Learning  is  eflential  to  cement,  adorn,  and 
rear  the  refpectable  building,  but  the  bafis  upon 
which  the  plan  of  life  fhould  be  raifed.  Is,  inte¬ 
grity  of  heart,  and  folidity  of  action,  which  muft 
pervade  the  whole  fabric,  and  complete  the 
fuperftructure. 

I  remain. 

Your  conftant  Reader, 
1NSPEC  TO  R* 
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SIR, 

WHILE  the  gloominefs  and  feverity  of 
winter  fpreads  its  dreary  influence  over  the  face 
of  the  country,  the  approach  of  C  hr  him  as  feems 
t©  diffufe  into  every  breaft  mirth  and  fprightly 
pleafure,  The  peafant,  who  fpends  the  reft  of  the 
year  in  induftrious  labor,  thinks,  with  rapture,  on 
the  blazing  hearth  and  chearful  bowl,  that  he 
will  then  enjoy  in  the  hofpitable  hall  of  his 
bounteous  landlord ;  and  men  of  almoft  every 
other  condition  of  life,  look  forward  to  that  pe¬ 
riod  with  fome  degree  of  joy  and  fatisfadtion. 

Thefe  fentirnents  are  the  refult  of  a  converfa- 
tion,  that  occurred  in  a  company  where  I 
happened  to  be  prefent  a  few  nights  ago :  the 
near  approach  of  the  above  mentioned  feftival 
being  obferved  by  one  of  the  company,  “  I 
hope,”  faid  Philocune,  a  tall  fchoolboy,  of  about 
fixteen,  cc  to  get  a  little  hunting  in  the  coun¬ 
try  at  that  time,  if  the  weather  proves  favor¬ 
able  during  my  month’s  holydays.”  cc  It  muft 
indeed  be  allowed,”  replied  Luforia,  cc  that 
Chriftmas  is,  in  general,  a  very  agreeable  time  $ 
our  card-parties  are  numerous,  and  the  neigh¬ 
bours  become  more  foclable,  and  more  frequent 
in  their  vifits  and  entertainments.”  “  Yes,” 
added  Flirtilla,  *cand  the  aflfemblies  at  that  fea- 
*  fon 
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fon  are  the  beft  attended,  and  moft  brilliant  of 
any  in  the  yean”  Polyphagus,  the  largeiiefs  of 
whofe  wig  correfponded  with  the  fize  of  his 
enormous  paunch,  informed  them,  he  intended 
to  fpend  the  enfuing  Chriftmas  at  the  houfe  of 
a  friend  in  Norfolk:  "And  let  me  tell  you,” 
fays  he,  "  there  is  nobody  who  lives  better  than 
he  does ;  his  turkies  are  the  fineft  in  the  coun¬ 
ty,  and  he  always  entertains  us  moil  magnifi¬ 
cently.” 

Such  were  the  expe&ations  that  each  had 
framed  in  his  mind,  and  fuch  the  pleafure  he 
had  anticipated  from  Chriftmas.  But  I  could 
not  help  inwardly  remarking,  with  a  melancholy 
reflexion,  that  the  joy,  which  the  approach 
of  this  facred  feafon  ought  properly  to  infpire* 
was  entirely  difregarded,  and  that  the  comme¬ 
moration  of  the  gi  eateft  blefling  that  ever  befel 
mankind  was  noticed,  only  as  it  conduced  to 
the  infignificant  purfuits,  or  vain  amufements 
of  life.  If  you,  therefore,  Mr.  Touchftone, 
would  give  your  readers  a  few  hints  that  the 
above  feftival  was  not  inftituted  merely  to  af¬ 
ford  an  opportunity  of  eating  mince-pies,  or 
playing  at  cards,  I  am  convinced  that  they  would 
not  be  ufelefs  to  the  public,  and  would  greatly 
oblige  your  fin  cere  friend. 
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tor  met  ac 


0  pulchra  ijla  pars  quce  a  61  tones  evitamque  Bene  fo\ 
dir  i git,  Tacitus. 


That  inftitution  fhould  be  encouraged,  which  promotes 
virtue,  and  educates  future  members  of  fociety. 

SIR, 

J  T  has  fomewhere  been  obferved,  that  the 
intrinfic  goodnefs  of  a  caufe  not  unfrequently 
conceals  the  weaknefs  of  its  advocates.  To  my 
humble,  yet  honed  endeavors,  I  hope  the  can¬ 
dor  of  your  readers  will  apply  my  confidence  in 
the  truth  of  this  remark,  as  an  extenuation  of 
their  errors. 
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T  was  born  In  a  country  town,  of  poor  artd  re-  ' 
putable  parents,  and  am  indebted  for  my  fmall 
portion  of  knowledge  to  a  Blue  Coat  education* 
Though  my  veins  bo  aft  not  of  noble  blood,  yet, 
with  modefty  I  may  claim  the  praif©  of  gratitude  ; 
excited  by  this  ftrong  impulfe,  I  am  tempted  to 
expofe,  by  a  fhort  narrative  of  myjife,  the  futility  , 
of  thofe "observations,  which  prejudice  or  malevo¬ 
lence  have  made  againft  the  inftitution  of  Sunday 
Schools.  In  doing  this,  I  fhall  make  no  fcrupl® 
of  confidering  a  .Charity  and  Sunday  School  as 
differing  in  little  elie  than  name;  to  both  the 

o  ^  i  ,  . 

fame  arguments  are  applicable,  as  both  have 
the  diffufton  of  knowledge  as  their  objetft;  if 
any  difference  e.xifts,  it  is,  that  the  latter  has 
more  particularly  in  view  the  interefts  of  virtue, 
and  the  increafe  of  religion. 

t'  '  *  -  •  .  *  f ***  •»  *  . •  ’  ’ 

On  mv  leaving  fchool  mv  friends  advifed  me 

J  O  d 

to  hire  mvfelf  as  a  fervant  to  a  fingle  gen- 

j  OO 

tleman,  or  in  a  private  family;  and,  in  con-, 
fequence  of  fome  favorable  recommendation,  it 
was  not  long  before  I  obtained  a  fituation  agree¬ 
able  to  my  wifhes. 

..  i.  /  .V  ,  ..  _ 

A  mercer,  his  wife,  and  four  children,  in  Lon¬ 
don,  compofed  the  whole  family,  in  which  I 
palled  my  noviciate  year.  For  a  conliderable 

time 
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^time  my  expectations  of  comfort  were  not  de¬ 
ceived;  my  employment  was  neither  confidera- 
ble  nor  difficult ;  and  as  from  my  childhood  I 
had  been  bred  up  in  a  habit  of  induftry,  I  ex¬ 
perienced  nothing  either  unexpected  or  intole¬ 
rable.  The  maid  fervant,  to  whom  the  chil- 
dren  and  the  cookery  had  been  the  only  care, 
and  with  whom  the  firfc  fixteea  months  of  my 
fervice  had  elapfed,  was  difmiffed  for  fome  tri¬ 
fling  offence,  and  lucceeded  by  another,  whofe 
dexterity  was  quickly  the  caufe  of  my  depar¬ 
ture.  As  my  learning  had  not  efcaped  unno¬ 
ticed  by  my  mafler,  he  frequently  employed  me 
.  in  the  fhop  to  enter  on  the  books  his  concerns  in 
trade.  Thus  fituated,  it  was  not  extraordinary 
that  the  lofs  of  many  handkerchiefs,  ribbons,  &c. 
ffiould  be  charged  upon  me,  and  that  the 
lironger  temptations  of  my  fellow-lervant  ffiould 
be  overlooked  in  the  more  prefumptive  evi¬ 
dence  of  my  guilt.  But  it  was  not  in  the 
power  of  my  feelings  to  bear,  with  patience, 
the  hints  of  fufpicion,  and  the  questions  of 
hypocrify.  My  own  confcience  was  pure ;  and 
fince  I  was  unwilling  to  purchafe  peace  of 
mind  by  the  deftrudtion  of  another's  happi- 
nefs,  which  might  have  happened  had  I  preferred 
a  raffi  accufation,  I  bade  adieu  to  the  houfe, 
and  left  with  pleafure  a  maker,  who  looked 


4io 


Thi  Trifler,' 


upon  my  prefence  as  his  greatefl  misfor¬ 
tune. 

I  then  iupported  myfelf  on  my  wages  for 
wo  months*  and  at  the  end  of  that  time  ac¬ 
cepted  with  joy  the  offer  of  an  aged  antiqua¬ 
rian*  to  live  with  him  as  footman.  This  was 
one  of  the  happieit  periods  of  my  life  5  my 
mailer,  unlefs  when  difcourfing  or  ques¬ 
tioned  on  his  profeffion*  was  unprejudiced, 
reafonable*  and  diipaifionate.  He  required  but 
little  attendance*  and  I  had  confequently  many 
opportunities  of  confulting  a  library,  which  with 
much  expence*  and  much  taile*  he  had*  dur¬ 
ing  his  leifure,  colle&ed.  Fcur  years  palfed  in 
this  manner,  and  as  many  more  might  have 
paired*  had  I  not  on  an  unfortunate  morning 
received  with  apparent  incredulity  his  aifertion, 
that  a  great  curiofity — a  bit  of  rotten  brick, 
was  dug  from  the  ruins  of  Palmyra. 

A  widowed  lady  of  fafhion  and  two  daugh¬ 
ters,  formed  the  next  family,  into  which  I 
had  the  ill-luck  to  enter.  DiiTipation*  levity, 
and  vanity*  were  the  leafb  faults  of  my  fair  mif- 
treffes ;  an  infatiable  curiofity*  and  a  love  of 
detradion  were  the  vices  to  which  moil  of  their 
attention  was  directed.  Frequently*  Mr.  Touch- 

Hone, 
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Hone.,  have  I  been  obliged  to  follow  a  company 
from  the  houfe,  and  attend  to  their  conven¬ 
tion,  that  I  might  colledt  materials  for  the  ufual 
fcandal  of  the  night.  Frequently  have  I  writ¬ 
ten  over,  and  carried  to  a  newfpaper-office, 
and  paid  for  their  infertion,  paragraphs,  which 
difunited  a  happy  couple,  or  joined  in  the  ma¬ 
trimonial  bond  two  of  oppofite  tempers,  and 
different  attachments,  which  mifreprefented  an 
affair  of  honor,  or  exaggerated  a  trifling  dif¬ 
ference  at  the  card  table,  which  hinted  at  the 
frailty  of  one  old  lady,  or  gave  intelligence  of 
the  intended  elopement  of  another.  In  this  kind 
of  fervice  it  was  not  likely  I  fhould  be  long  em¬ 
ployed  ;  my  nature  revolted  at  being  acceffary 
to  the  diffufion  of  falfhood,  and  the  petty  grati¬ 
fication  of  a  contracted  malice.  I  ventured  to 
inform  her  ladyfhip  one  morning,  that  if  the 
bafeft  treachery  in  the  difclofure  of  furreptitious 
knowledge,  and  the  moft  hateful  exercife  of  the 
pen,  in  the  tranfcribing  of  infamous  fkffions, 
were  the  chief  duties  of  my  fervitude,  I  muff 
beg  leave  to  quit  her  houle ;  the  conlequence 
was,  I  was  reproached,  abufed,  and  dilmifled 
at  the  moment’s  warning,  without  the  payment 
of  any  wages. 


My 
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.  My  fituation  at  this  time  was  not  very  envi-. 
$ble;  in  the  midft  of  a  large  metropolis  I  was 
deftitute  of  friends*  money,  and  employment, 
An  accident  at  length  occurred,  which  enabled 
me  to  fupport  a  good  charadter,  and  retrieve 
my  misfortunes.  As  I  was  walking  one  after* 
noon  along  Fleet-ftreet,  a  gentleman  accofted 
me,  whom  I  immediately  recognized  to  be  the 
mercer,  in  whole  houfe  my  two  firft  years  of 
fervitude  had  elapfed.  My  aftonilhment  at 
Ills  addrefs  gave  way  to  joy,  when  he  in¬ 
formed  me,  that  my  innocence  fmce  my  de¬ 
parture  had  appeared  by  the  confeffion  of  the 
fellow-fervant,  whofe  dexterity  I  had  always  fuf- 
pedted,  but  the  dilcovery  of  whofe  guilt  was 
effedted  by  the  vigilance  and  perfpicuity  of  my 
fuccelfor.  Encouraged  by  this  mark  of  friend- 
Ihip,  I  ventured  to  lay  open  to  him  the  mifera- 
ble  ftate  of  my  affairs,  and  related  the  caufe  from 
which  they  refulted.  He  compaffionated  my 
bad  fortune,  but  blamed  with  no  little  vehemence 
the  fqueamilh  weaknefs  of  my  confcience,  and 

told  me  that  I  ihould  never  rife  in  the  world, 

/ 

tmlefs  I  would  fubmit  to  the  whim  of  thofe,  to 
whom  I  was  fubjedted:  however,  added  he,  if 
you  will  come  with  me,  I  will  recommend 
you  (as  the  bell  recompence  for  pad:  infults) 
to  ,an  eminent  tradefman,  who  wants  an  affift- 

ant 
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tint  in  the  compting-houfe ;  my  experience  of 
your  talents  and  integrity  will  juftify  the  appli¬ 
cation.  Though  the  former  part  of  my  be- 
nefadtor’s  difcourfe  was,  in  my  opinion,  fome- 
what  repugnant  to  ftridt  morality,  yet  the  ge¬ 
nerality  of  the  laft  part  fully  qualified  the 
utterance  of  notions,  which  men  in  bufmefs  are 
apt  to  imbibe  in  the  commerce  of  the  world,  and 
to  apply  to  every  opportunity  of  advice.  In 
anfwer  to  his  offer  I  expreffed  my  thanks,  in 
terms  the  mod  energetic  and  expreffive.  Nor 
was  the  indudry  of  my  old  mader  lefs  drained 
or  lefs  fuccefsful  j  I  was  introduced  to  the  trades¬ 
man,  and  my  reception  was  as  favourable  as 
my  warmed  hopes  could  reafonably  fugged.  I 
was  accepted  after  a  month's  trial,  and  (whe¬ 
ther  from  good  fortune  or  merit  I  leave  to 
your  judgment)  after  the  fucceffion  of  a  few 
years,  am,  at  prefent,  elevated  to  the  fit  nation 
of  chief  clerk. 

From  this  narrative  of  my  life.  Sir,  does 
the  ability  of  reading  and  writing  appear  to 
have  operated  to my  di  fad  vantage  ?  Does  it 
appear  to  have  repreffed  indudry,  or  nur¬ 
tured  idlenefs  j  to  have  been  the  occafion  of 
bad  fortune,  or  the  means  of  my  prefent  hap? 
pined?  The  anfwer  is  conclufxve,  and  tends 

to 
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to  evince,  at  lead,  the  innocency  of  a  good 

education,  as  much  as  the  teftimony  of  a  fingle 

individual  can  avail, 

« 

I  am.  Sir, 

,  Your's, 

Nicholas  Notable^ 


My  correipondent  in  the  treatment  of  his 
fubjecd  has  forgot,  that  the  difference  between 
a  Charity  and  a  Sunday  School,  is  greater  than 
he  dated  it  to  be.  If  any  arguments  of  feri- 
ous  weight  can  be  adduced  againft  either, 
they  apply  with  much  greater  force  to  the  for¬ 
mer  than  the  latter.  It  is  not  to  my  purpofe  at 
prefent  to  explain,  how  this  difference  exids, 
as  every  one  acquainted  with  the  nature  of 
thefe  inditutions  can  bed  recognize  it  himfelf. 
The  objeft  of  Sunday  Schools  is  merely  the 
inftru&ion  of  the  poor  ;  and  furely  it  is  laudable 
that  thofe  boys,  who  otherwife  would  be  em¬ 
ployed  in  the  prophane  exercifes,  or  {ports  of 
cruelty,  fliould  on  the  Sabbath  attend  the 
church,  and  be  taught  the  exercife  of  religion. 
3  '  AH 
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All  mankind  have  an  equal  Ihare  in  what  re¬ 
lates  to  eternal  falvation  ;  and  I  think  it  not 
only  iniquitous,  \b.ut  unchriftianlike,  that  that 
clafs,  which  is  horn  to  worldly  poverty,  Should 
be  prohibited  a  degree  of  neceffary  knowledge 
on  mere  political  motives.  As  to  the  objection 
that  if  thofe,  whofe  occupation  Should  be  daily 
labor,  are  enabled  to  read  the  Bible,  they  will, 
like  the  mataphyficians,  when  Constantinople 
was  taken,  inftead  of  attending  to  the  duties  of 
Society,  fit  debating  on  controversial  opinions, 
or  moral  difcuffions,  I  look  upon  it  as  nugatory 
and  ridiculous.  With  equal  Sagacity  might  it  be 
afferted,  that  the  youth,  who  is  deftined  for  a 
carpenter,  and  accordingly  apprenticed,  would 
employ  his  time  in  inveftigating  the  abftradt 
properties  of  matter,  and  leave  the  practical 
part  of  his  profeffion  to  thole  which  beaded  not; 
of  an  inquiSitorial  capacity.  But  if  Sunday  Schools 
fhould  have  any  other  influence  on  men,  than 
enforcing  the  observance  of  the  Sabbath,  and 
consequently  a  more  rigid  execution  of  mo¬ 
ral  duty,  it  will  induce  them  to  defpiSe,  with 
indignation,  the  hypocritical  preaching  of  ms- 
thexlifhj  the  SucceSs  of  whofe  endeavors  advance 
in  proportion  to  the  ignorance  of  theii  auditors. 
It  is  indeed  high  time,  that  England  Should 
fad  off  all  occafioit  for  that  national  reproach, 

witk 
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with  which  its  continental  neighbors  load  it* 
when  they  Ipeak  of  the  barbarity  and  prejudices 
of  its  lower  rank  of  people™ And  in  a  country* 
where  liberty  is  indulged,  an  inilitution  which 
forces  one  part  of  its  inhabitants  from  the 
fhackles  of  ignorance,  which  unfolds  their  pri¬ 
vileges,  both  religious  and  political,  and  which 
promotes  the  ultimate  end  of  fociety-.— civiliza- 

1 

don  ihould  be  efteemed  with  common  regard, 
and  patronized  with  no  common  ardor. 
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OF  THE 

trifler: 

SATURDAY,  January  io,  1789, 

/)/  <£<?«/  quas  tenebras  ex  quofulmine  nafci pajji  eftis  ! 

Valor,  Max. 

How  lov’d,  how  valu’d  once  avails  us  not. 

From  whom  defcended,  or  by  whom  begot.  Pope- 

The  Senfes  prefent  their  refpe&ful  Compliments 
to  Mr.  Touchstone,  aflure  him  they  are 
much  injured  by  the  World,  and  beg  leave 
to  make  their  Grievances  known  through 
the  Medium  of  his  weekly  Paper* 

SIR, 

Jn  this  age  of  mufical  frenzy,  whSn  every¬ 
one’s  ears  are  on  a  hidden  become  harmonic 
ous,  and  every  voice  is  taught  to  quaver,  and 
to  fqueak  by  rule ;  judge  how  my  fenfations  are 
abufed  by  the  confequences  of  the  prefent  rage 
for  mufic,  and  how  often  I  am  conftrained  to 
liften  to  the  broken  notes  of  ignorant,  but  pre- 
fumptuous  melodifts.  I  who  have  hung  with  at¬ 
tention  on  the  powerful  exertions  of  a  Billing- 
jo n,  and  died  with  rapture  at  the  divine  itrains 
•£  a  Mara,  am  alfo  in  my  turn  obliged  to  give 

M  m  eat* 
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ear  to  the  croaking  of  petit  maitres,  lately  taught 
to  ling,  and  frequently  rendered  melancholic  by 
the  prefTure  of  difcords  under  the  clumfy  fingers 
of  our  city  unifies  ;  add  to  which  fome  one  of 
our  countrywomen  was  bit  a  few  years  ago  by 
a  mad  French  maker,  and  the  mania ,  which  in- 
ftantly  became  general,  has,  alas  !  proved  here¬ 
ditary,  nor  is  there  a  girl  to  be  found,  fearch 
where  you  wifi,  from  Temple  Bar  to  Bow 
Church,  who  has  not  fome, thing  of  a  penchant 
for  this  elegant  and  falhionable  gibberifh.  I 
am  perpetually  tortured  with  the  agonizing 
founds  of  a  falfe  pronunciation,  and  clap  my  ear 
where  I  wall,  whether  to  the  nurfery  of  my 
Lord  Duke,  or  to  the  afpiring  cabal  of  a  city 
boarding  fchool,  Commong  vouze  porteze  vouze 
commences  the  elegant  converfation  in  which 
Je  vouze  jwete  nn  bonnet  ftands  the  final  claufe. 
Think,  Sir,  how  the  delicate  fibrillae  of  my  au¬ 
ditory  nerve  mu  ft  fuffer,  at  the  difcordant  founds 

of  uninftrufted  practitioners  on  the  harpfichord, 

* 

and  how  juftly  they  muft  revolt  at  the  jarring 
of  ftupid,  felf-conceited  boobies.  Nor  am  1 
lefs  peftered  with  the  forced  and  falfe  articu¬ 
lation  of  Italian;  for  ftnce  mufic  has  become 
the  rage,  all  our  ladies  muft,  at  a  certainty, 
learn  this  fweet  language  ;  where  can  they  meet 
with  harmony  fo  lively,  fo  briflc,  and  enchanting, 
3  a* 
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as  that  of  the  Italians ;  and  how  fhall  they  un- 
derftand  this,  but  by  acquiring  the  language, 
in  which  thefe  are  compofed  ?  the  attainment 
of  this,  therefore,  has  of  late  years  been  con- 
fidered  as  a  necefTary  part  of  fafhionable  edu¬ 
cation,  and  from  the  imperfedl  pronunciation  t 
which  our  ladies  acquire  in  their  own  country, 
and  the  wretched  manner  in  which  they  fing 
their  cantatas,  I  am  really,  Mr.  Touchftone, 
almoft  diftrabted.  To  you,  Sir,  I  apply,  as  to 
a  roan  incapable  of  pending  my  troubles,  with¬ 
out  inftantly  being  fenfible  of  my  diftrefs ;  I 
hope  then,  Sir,  whilft  you  allow  my  complaint 
to  be  well  grounded,  you  will  think  the  above 
abufe  a  fufficient  provocation  to  incur  the  dif- 
pleafure  and  refentment  of  the  fenfe  of  Hear - 

As  for  me,  dear  Mr.  Touchftone,  I  find  every 
thing  turned  topfy-turvy  ;  our  ladies  walk  about, 
and  feem  to  experience  little  or  no  inconvenience 
from  the  cold,  whilft  our  beaux  betray  every 
fymptom  of  poor  perifhed  creatures,  and  appear 
much  more  in  want  of  muffs  and  tippets,  than 
the  fair  wearers,  to  whom  cuftom  has  exclufively 
allotted  them ;  I  expebt  the  next  hard  frcft  to 
fee  the  Serpentine  crowded  with  female  prac¬ 
titioners  fkaiting  in  riding  habits,  and  Dutch 
petticoats,  whilft  our  gentlemen  are  crawling 

m  up 
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up  Hyde  Park  in  pattens  and  clogs  to  be  fpec- 
tators  of  the  fun.  Since  boxing  has  become 
the  ton*  I  am  daily  compelled  to  contemplate 
the  fkinny  arms  of  felf- applauding  gentlemen-’ 
bruifers,  and  can  feldom  enter  either  of  our 
academies  a  coups  de  poing,  without  beholding 
near-fighted  pugilifls  fporting  their  dexterity  in 
fpedacles,  and  after  receiving  one  buckhorje ^ 
pioufly  turning  the  other  cheek  to  their  anta- 
gonift,  to  intercept  the  impending  blow.  At 
fuch  exhibitions,  though  I  am  difgufted  with 
the  folly  of  the  age,  I  in  fome  meafure  enjoy 
the  pleafing  pain  of  thefe  martyrs  to  fafhion ;  but; 
I  am  doomed  to  behold  more  cruel  fport  than 
this,  and  am  never  prefent  at  the  cockpit 
without  being  witnefs  to  the  mofb  unpara- 
lelled  barbarity  ;  for  as  our  cockers,  are  not  fatif- 
fied  that  the  natural  animofity  of  the  birds  fhould 
Simulate  them  to  tear  each  other  to  pieces,  their 
barbarous  ingenuity  has  invented  a  keen  inilru- 
ment  of  deflruftion,  with  which  the  poor  ani- 
mals  are  taught  to  goad  each  other  up  to  the 
hilt,  and  dig  inceffantly  with  the  fpur,  till  they 
fhall  inffld  that  wound  which  raifes  the  fhout 
of  the  vidims,  and  baffles  all  the  cruel  care  of 
the  vanquifhed.  At  this  fport  I  am  frequently 
prefent,  and  this,  let  me  tell  you,  is  reckoned  a 
jfaihionable  lounge  to  the  man  of  fortune,  a  very 
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paradife  to  the  country  Squire,  and  a  conveni¬ 
ent  place  of  refort  to  the  fharper  ^  in  a  word, 
this  fcene  of  cruelty  is  one  of  bell  frequented 
places  of  entertainment  in  a  country  celebrated 
For  its  liberal  and  humane  fentiments,  and  in 
an  age  polifhed  to  the  laft  degree  of  refinement. 
But,  Sir,  let  me  tranfport  you  from  what  I  fee 
as  feldom  as  I  can,  to  fuch  things  as  I  have 
daily  before  my  eyes.  I  fee  Statefmen  making 
promifes  they  never  intend  to  keep,  and  ladies 
of  quality  pur  chafing  goods  they  never  mean 
to  pay  for,  with  ladies  and  gentlemen  of  all 
ranks,  rapidly  advancing  in  the  School  of  Flat¬ 
tery,  and  making  mixtures,  compofitions,  and 
recompolitions  of  this  powerful  drug,  and  I 
fmcerely  wifh  that  Harlequin  Touchftone  could 
have  the  fame  effect  on  the  itage  of  life,  as 
he  had  on  that  of  the  theatre,  or  that  you. 
Sir,  according  to  the  name  and  charadter  you 
have  adopted,  would  take  upon  you  to  make  the 
town  fpeak  truth,  and  fhew  the  world  how  pret¬ 
tily  the  world  is  going  on.  If  you  can  do  any 
thing  for  me,  Mr.  Touchftone,  I  earneftly  in- 
treat  your  aftiftance ;  if  nor,  I  mu  Pc  remain  con¬ 
tented  with  my  prefent  lot,  convinced  that  almoft 
every  thing  I  lee  is  an  eye-fore,  and  but  too 
jultly  apprehenfive  that  the  world  is  grown  too 
old  to  mend.  My  name,  I  fcarce  need  add,  is 
Seeing, 

I  alfo, 
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I  alfo,  Mr.  Touchftone,  think  myfelf  entitled 
to  be  one  of  your  humble  petitioners  5  my  name 
Sir,  is  Feeling ,  and  take  me  in  what  fenfe  you 
will,  I  believe  you  will  find  reafon  to  acknowledge, 
that  my  complaints  are  juft,  and  that  I  deferve  to 
look  up  to  you  for  redrefs.  Ever  fince  the  ini¬ 
mitable  Sterne  fmote  the  obedient  paffions  with 
irrefiftible  ftrokes  of  fentiment,  and  touched 
every  firing  of  fenfibility,  with  all  that  is  delicate, 
moving,  and  powerful,  every  petty  authoring  has 
readily  perfuaded  himfelf,  that  his  heart  was  fuf- 
ceptible  of  fenfibility,  and  without  fcruple  en¬ 
deavoured  to  make  his  readers  believe  the  fame 
thing.  The  prefs  has  for  fome  years  paft 
teemed  with  what  are  ftiled  fentimental  novels, 
and  never  to  be  lure  was  fuch  a  feries  of  inanity 
exhibited,  as  are  contained  in  thefe  imitative 
volumes.  For  my  own  part.  Sir,  I  almoft  wifti 
that  Sterne  had  never  been  born ;  for  though  he 
has  'wove  the  faireft  garland  for  my  brow,  that 
ever  1  received  from  mortal  hand,  yet  has  he 
been  the  caufe  of  this  deluge  of  nonfcnfe,'  and 
given  birth  to  a  race  of  naturals,  whofe  firft 
cries  I  have  never  heard  without  loathing,  and 
from  whom  I  have  buffered  all  the  vicifiitudes 
of  fafhionable  diforders  ;  in  fhort,  I  was  at  the 
point  of  death,  and  patiently  expedted  my  dif- 

folution, 
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foliation,  when  by  the  happy  interference  of  a 
certain  Doblor,  who  with  all  the  nan: site  of 
Sterne,  has  blended  an  eafy  elegance,  quite  his 
own,  and  enriched  the  literary  world  with  four  of 
the  moil  charming  volumes  of  Travels  that  ever 
were  printed,  quickly  brought  me  to  myfelf,  and 
reftored  me  to  that  flourifhing  flats  of  health, 
which  had  been  gradually  impaired,  ever  knee 
the  clemife  of  my  darling  fon.  But  though  I  was 
fnatched  from  my  impending  fate  by  this  timely 
affiflance,  my  fpirits  again  begin  to  droop,  and  I 
fupport  them  to  my  utmofl,  only  in  expectation 
of  another  offering  from  my  dear  Moore,  to 
refeue  me  from  all  the  virulence  of  barbarous 
nonfenfe  that  is  daily  gaining  ground,  and 
'  threatens  me  with  inflant  extinction.  Befides, 
Sir,  I  am  fo  defpitefully  ufed  by  the  world,  as 
fcarcely  to  be  believed  in  exigence  5  the  once 
fine  character  of  a  Man  of  Feeling  is  dwindled 
into  an  apothecary,  groping  an  old  woman’s  pet-, 
ticoats;  and  as  fo  many  gentlemen  are  whipped 
off  the  courfes  with  fuch  a  degree  of  readinefs 
and  non  chalance ,  I  really  begin  to  believe  I  am 
looked  on  as  a  mere  nominis  umbra  5  this  new 
hypothecs  may  ft  and  in  extenuation  of  much 
that  has  been  advanced  by  one  of  my  fillers  as 

fighting  is 
entertain¬ 
ing* 


barbarous  and  ridiculou 
by  no  means  crucx. 
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ingj  for  though  the  poor  animals  do,  fall  by  the 
wound  of  the  lpur,  yet  they  are  fenfible  of  no 
pain,  but  die  like  ftage  heroes,  without  feeling 
the  ftroke  of  death  5  and  as  to  the  folly  of  box¬ 
ing,  it  is  founded  on  falfe  principles,  for  our 
knights  of  the  leathern  Ceftus  may  bang  each 
other  in  fun  for  hours  together,  fince  whilft  they 
are  infenfible  of  pain  from  the  blows,  there  need 
be  no  appreheniion  of  their  being  irritated  one 
againft  another  <  and  coming  to  more  earned 
mcafures.  As  I  look  around  I  find  a  thoufand 
reafons  to  corroborate  this  new-fangled  opinion 
of  mine,  the  vaft  fortunes  which  our  citizens  are 

continually  amafiing,  the  dry  eyes  and  merry 
^  \ 

faces  at  our  deeped  tragedies,  and  all  that  I  have 
juft  remarked,  confpire  together  in  perfuading 
me  that  I  exift,  but  live  no  longer  ;  if  you  have 
the  leaf!  regard  for  me,  Mr.  Touchftone,  let  the 
world  know  that  I  am  alive,  and  only  wait  the 
glad  fignal  of  their  general  voice  to  foften  their 
hearts  to  pity,  awake  every  generous  paftion  in 
their  bofom,  and  bid  them  be,  what  they  ought 
to  be.  Men  of  Feeling. 

You  muft  daily,  fir,  have  witnefied  the  en¬ 
croachments  which  that  impudent  minx,  Fafhion, 
js  making  upon  my  prerogative  5  and  it  is  with 
regret  (I  doubt  not)  that  you  behold  how  tired 

the 
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the  world  is  become  of  me.  Mv  name  is  T afce, 
and  put  what  conftruftion  you  pleafe  upon  it,  I 
am  afraid  you  will  find  me  injured  in  every  ca¬ 
pacity  I  am  able  to  a6l  in.  It  is  really  furpri- 
ling  how  very  few  are  fincere  votaries  to  me, 
whilfc  the  greater  half  of  the  world  are  my  pre¬ 
tended  admirers  a  man  of  Tafte  is  a  character 
which  thoufands  are  defirous  of,  but  which  few* 
very  few,  ever  attain  to  :  a  gentleman  of  the 
prefent  age  has  feldom  more  tafte  than  he  can 
expend  upon  a  new  pair  of  boots,  or  lavifh  away 
in  the  choice  of  a  watch-firing  ;  and,  as  to  drefs, 
where,  Jans  doute ,  I  ought  to  be  acknowledged 
foie  arbitrefs,  I  am  quite  oufled  of  all  chance, 
and  Fafhion,  who  Cf  in  every  thing  bears  fove- 
reign  fway,”  iwells  out  our  Belles’  rumps  like 
camels,  and  converts  our  Beaux’  fpindle-fhanks 
into  barber’s  poles,  without  once  confulting  me. 
Think,  my  dear  fir,  how  my  pride  mufl  be  hurt 
by  fuch  ufage,  for  when  thefe  votaries  of  her’s 
have  inconfiderately  adopted  the  raging  mode, 
without  once  reflehting  whether  it  has  a  fingle 
claim  to  their  notice,  they  readily  eafe  their  own 
fboulders  of  the  burthen,  by  imputing  the  whole 
of  the  blame  to  me  :  and  declaring,  that  if  any 
fault  is  to  be  found,  Tafte  mufl  be  anfwerable 
for  it.  But  fome  (launch  Britons  may,  perhaps, 
wifh  to  fee  me  diyefted  of  my  metaphorical  fhape, 

'  -  •  -  "  and 
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and  rejoice  to  find  me  joining  with  them  in  their 
complaints  of  the  prefent  art  of  cookery,  every 
difh  is  fo  frenchified,  .and  cc  the  tafle  of  vic¬ 
tuals  fo  changed  and  difguifed  by  that  infinite 
number  of  preparations  and  mixtures,  which  the 
prefent  age  has  rendered  an  important  art,”  and 
which  the  importation  of  French  cooks  has 
branched  out  into  a  thoufand  ramifications,  and 
carried  to  a  pitch  of  glory  unknown  to  former  times. 
Every  thing  is  fo  minced  and  mixt,  that  the 
name  of  a  difh  is  now  no  more  a  rule  for  its 
tafle ,  I  meet  with  fricafees  which  would  take  a 
metaphyfician  half  a  day  to  analyze,  and  flews 
with  as  many  component  parts  as  the  rainbow  has 
colours.  I  have  already  tailed  of  one  fea-weed 
which  fafhion  has  introduced  at  the  tables  of 
the  great,  and  expert  in  a  fhort  time  to  fee  the 
common  fucus  diflilled  for  the  ufe  of  ladies* 
fmelling- bottles,  or  chopped  up  for  gentlemen  as 
a  cheap  fuccedaneum  for  tobacco. 

Though  lafl,  I  hope  not  leafl,  be  pleafed,  Mr, 
Touchflone,  to  lend  a  favourable  ear  to  the  voice 
of  my  complaint,  nor  imagine,  that  my  only 
reafon  for  writing  is  not  to  be  behind  hand  with 
my  filler  querulifls,  though,  like  many  other 
letter  writers,  I  have  nothing  to  fay,  but  believe 
me.  Sir,  it  is  not  fo.  I,  like  my  fillers,  have  juft 

caufe 
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caufe  of  complaint,  and  look  up  to  you  for  that 
redrefs,  which  I  Hand  fo  much  in  need  of.  I 
am,  Sir,  a  filler  Senfe,  and  Smelling  is  my  name, 
and  though  I  am  rightly  thought  to  exiil  in 
much  greater  perfection  in  brutes  than  in  men, 
yet  am  I  of  no  little  fervice  in  enabling  fharp- 
fet  lovers  to  dilcover  their  miftreffes  at  a  dif- 
tance,  and  trace  them  from  room  to  room,  by 
the  exquifite  fenfibility  of  their  olfa&ory  nerves. 

I  am  alfo  peculiarly  beneficial  to  fwooning 
ladies  (and  as  there  are  many  of  this  itamp  who 
faint  away  merely  for  the  pleafure  of  being  at¬ 
tended  to,  and  having  half  a  dozen  young  men 
buzzing  about  them)  thefe,  let  me  tell  you, 
are  under  very  confiderable  obligations  to  me; 
it  is,  moreover,  under  my  immediate  protection, 
that  Sel  poignant,  Eaude  Luce,  and  an  hundred 
other  filthy  competitions,  are  fold  for  twelve 
times  their  value,  and  ufhered  into  ball-rooms, 
theatres,  and  all  fafhionable  crowds.  Now, 
Sir,  I  take  the  liberty  of  applying  to  you  for  a 
remedy  againft  the  many  evils  I  at  prefent  la¬ 
bor  under,  and  which  I  beg  leave  to  fet  before 
you — Imprimis,  The  Frizeurs,’  nine  times  out  of 
ten,  doCtor  all  their  patients  heads  with  the  moil 
horrible  nafey  unguents  and  powder  I  ever 
frnelt  to,  and  this  they  are  authorized  to  do 
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by  the  licence  which  fafhion  furnifhes  them 
with,  of  ufing  any  thing,  let  it  be  ever  fo  n ally, 
provided  it  has  received  her  fan 6t ion  ;  and  die,  I 
fuppofe,  efpoufes  the  fentiment  of  the  poet,  that 
“  male  olet,  qui  bene  femper  olet.”  I  alfo  de¬ 
clare  again!!  dadies  drinking  French  cream  in 
their  breakfad  parlours,  and  taking  Englifh  cor¬ 
dials  in  their  drefling-rooms,  as  well  as  gentle¬ 
men  fmoaking  in  their  gardens,  and  chewing 
tobacco  in  their  drawing-rooms. 

I  have  many  more  reafons  for  addreffing  you* 
and  could  expatiate  largely  upon  my  prefent  fuf- 
ferings,  but  I  hope  what  I  have  pointed  out  will 
be  fufficient  to  entitle  me  to  your  regard,  and 
flatter  myfelf  fhould  you  take  the  complaints 
of  my  fillers  under  your  confideration,  you  will 
not  negledt  one  who  is  equally  deferving  of  your 
mod  earned  endeavours,  and  will  drive  to  the 
utmod  to  repay  your  kindnefs,  by  making  the 
world  fmell  out  the  early  efforts  of  your  youth¬ 
ful  but  able  pen. 

I  have  carefully  examined  the  various  fub- 
jedts  of  complaint,  which  my  five  correfpondents 
have  done  me  the  honor  to  refer  to  me.  I  for 
the  mod  part,  acquiefce  in  what  they  have  ad¬ 
vanced,  and  pity  from  my  heart  their  refpedlive 
misfortunes ;  would  that  it  lay  in  my  power  to 

afford 
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afford  them  that  affiftance  they  fo  earneftly,  and 
fo  defervedly,  requeft  of  me.  In  anfwer  to  my 
firft  fair  complainant,  though  I  by  no  means  pre¬ 
tend  to  vindicate  the  conduct  of  thofe  inharmo¬ 
nious  melodifts  of  whom  Hie  fo  bitterly  corn- 
plains,  yet  would  I  not  make  the  elegant  tafte 
for  mufic,  which  is  a  diftinguilhing  mark  of  re¬ 
finement  in  the  prefent  age,  accountable  for  the 
thoufand  follies  unavoidably  attendant  on  every 
raging  fafhion. 

The  cafe  of  my  next  correfpondent  is,  I  fear, 
defperate,  as  to  her  project  of  employing  me  to 
make  the  world  fpeak  truth,  though  there  is 
on  occupation  which  I  would  more  readily 
engage  in,  as  there  can  be  none  of  more  ge¬ 
neral  fervice,  yet  am  I  forry  to  add  I  can  fee 
to  the  bottom  of  her  advice^  and  find  her  com¬ 
pliment  mere  flattery. 

If  my  third  fair  querulift  would  give  herfelf 
the  trouble  to  repair  to  our  boxing  fchools,  fhe 
will  find  herfelf  exhibited  in  an  eminent  degree 
in  the  perfons  of  many  of  our  fafhionable 
bruizers,  though  Humphreys  may  have  whim¬ 
pered  them  not  to  mind  a  blow,  or  Mendoza 


have  beat  them  about  till  he  finds  them  void 
of  feeling;;  the  fair  faces  of  our  moduli'  tra- 
gilifts  are  Hill  fufceptible  of  feeling;  a  black  eye 
has  other  inconveniences  b elides  its  ugly  colour, 
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and  aftreaming  no fe  is  dreaded,  at  leaf!,  as.  much 
for  die  pain  it  indices  on  them,  as  the  horror  it 
ftrikes  them  with  at  fight  of  their  own  blood. 
Take  has  certainly  juflice  on  her  fide,  and  pre¬ 
fers  her  complaint  of  Fafhion,  with  no  final! 
fhare  of  reafon  ;  ferry  am  I  to  add,  I  have  little 
or  no  confolation  to  afford  her ;  if  to  adopt  her 
opinion  is  to  enjoy  her  favor,  I  own  I  think  the 
vrorld  extremely  taflelefs,  when  ladies  had  rathg: 
enrapture  themfelves  with  the  love-breathing 
pages  of  a  modern  novel,  than  peril  fe  my  elegant 
effays,  ana  gentlemen  think  proper  to  devote  my 
•excellent  paper  to  any  bafe  purpofe,  rather  than 
own  my  Triflerhas  merit.  If  I  could  by  any  means 
redtify  the  abufes  and  injuries  to  which  my  laft 
kind  correfpondent  is  fubjedted,  I  would  requite 
/tier  obliging  profeffions  with  the  utmoft  readi- 
jiefs ;  but  fafliion  here  again  Hands  my  opponent, 
whofe  word  is  law,  whofe  cuflom  hdeigns  con- 
troul  j  .1  am  forry  I  have  it  not  in  my  power  to 
render  her  any  afiiflance,  I  hope,  however,  fhe 
will  take  the  will  for  the  deed,  and  not  retradt  her 
promifed  good  endeavors,  but  teach  the  world  the 
nfe  of  their  nofes,  if  fhe  thinks  S  melling  can  be  o 
any  femes,  where  Take  has  utterly  failed  of  fuc- 
«efs* 
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Biformis  . . . — 

V cites.  UoR. 

A  Ian  us  figure,  with  a  twofold  face,1 

Effays  to  wtite,  our  worthy  c&ufe  to  grace. 

Mr.  Touchstone? 

Y  O  U  muff  know  I  he’s  a  citizen  of  L ora¬ 
tion,  and  notwithflanding  my  prefent  low  con¬ 
dition,  have  received  a  very  pretty  education  in 
the  early  part  of  my  life,  viz.  I  went  twice 
through  Dilworth,  and  read  the  Family  Bible 
with  great  nemphafis,  as  my  old  mailer  was  ufed 
to  fay;  but.  Sir,  things  are  not  as  they  was  then, 
my  father  kept  a  reputable  public  houfe,  and 
could  afford  to  bring  me  up  in  a  genteel  line, 

N  n  and, 
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and,  as  rny  mother  ufed  to  tell  me,  learning  is  a 
brave  thing  :  la  I  Sir,  if  you  had  heard  her  re¬ 
peat, 

ct  When  houfe  and  land  is  gone  and  fpent, 

rf  Then  learning  is  molt  excellent.” 

And  To  I  have  found  it,  as  far  as  my  little  ex¬ 
perience  has  taught  me,  for  one  is  fenfible  of 
the  IqTs  of  a  lodging,  as  well  as  an  houfe  ;  and  as 
to  land,  though  I  had  only  the  ufe  of  our  back 
yard,  to  be  fure,  yet  what  of  that  ?  I  has  loft  that 
privilege,  and  now  find  learning  a  moft  rare  ad¬ 
vantage  $  I  has  the  honor  to  be  devil  Where 
your  publication  is  printed,  and  nothing  to  be 
fure  gives  me  greater  pleafure  than  the  employ 
1  has  in  your  weekly  paper,  not  to  mention  a 
fyllable  about  two  letters  of  which  I  am  the  author, 
becaufe  I  would  not  have  any  body  know  that 
— I  runs  up  and  down  flairs  like  a  wild  thing  to 
hear  whether  or  no  the  Trifter  is  come  down,  and 
when  I  gets  it,  if  you  was  but  to  fee  with  what 
avidity  1  burfts  it  open  to  read  it,  when  as  yet 
ftis  only  as  a  body  may  fay,  Cf  rudis  indigeftaque 
t£  moles.”  Don’t  be  furprized.  Sir,  at  the  great- 
nefs  of  my  learning,  for  I  allure  you,  as  I  faid 
before,  I  have  had  a  very  good  grammatical 
education,  though,  for  the  matter  of  that,  I  bor¬ 
rowed  this  quotation  from  a  work  that  wTas 

printed 
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printed  at  our  houfe,  the  motto  of  which,  I  fop- 
pofe,  characterized  its  contents,  for  I  under- 
Hands  the  meaning  of  it  very  well 

If  any  curious  gentlemen  Come  to  vifit  our 
literary  apartments,  your  humble  fervant  is  al¬ 
ways  prepared  to  greet  them  with  forne  of  thole 
elegant  and  commendatory  compliments,  which 
well-pie afed  correfpondents  fo  liberally  lav i Hi 
on  the  merits  of  Timothy  Touchftone;  in  fhort. 
Sir,  to  be  ingenuous  with  you,  if  I  have  bellowed, 
a  great  deal  of  time  in  fludying  your  elegant 
performance,  I  mud  own  I  think  it  no  more 
than  my  duty,  for  I  am  fenfible  that  I  lay  un¬ 
der  many  obligations  to  you,  for  the  vail  plea- 
fore  I  have  received  from  the  frequent  perufal 
of  your  effays,  and  can  only  boaft  of  being  bled 
with  a  grateful  heart,  when  I  tell  you  how  many 
horns  of  delight  I  have  enjoyed  from  your  la¬ 
bors,  and  with  how  aftiduous  and  unwearied  an 
attention  I  have  made  k  my  bufineis  to  get  your 
proof  fheet  printed  off  with  the  utmofl  expedi¬ 
tion,  and  conveyed'  to  you  by  the  quickefl  means 
in  my  power.  However,  Sir,  after  all  my  ac¬ 
knowledgments  I  flatter  myfelf  you  will  be  ge¬ 
nerous  enough  to  confider  your  paper  under  no 
fmall  obligation  to  my  earned  endeavors ;  and 
led  you  fhould  find  yourfelf  at  a  lofs  how  to  re- 
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pay  my  kindnefs,  give  me  leave  to  whifper  you, 
that  Chriftmas  will  fufliciently  apologize  for  any 
affront  you  may  intend  to  offer  me  in  the  tip¬ 
ping  way,  and  that  I  fhall  receive  a  picture  of 
either  our  prefent  Majefty,  or  any  of  his  illus¬ 
trious  predeceffors,  without  betraying  one  fymp- 
tom  of  my  difpleafure,  or  putting  you  in  pain 
by  fhewing  with  how  high  an  head  a  poor  man 
can  fometimes  walk. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be, 

n  / 

Your  humble  fervant 
to  command. 

Skimping  Jack, 

Dear  Sis, 

I  am  a  poor  but  honeft  porter,  and  am  fo  far 
of  a  gentleman,  as  to  live  at  the  weft  end  of  the 
town;  for  though  I  am  a  poor  man,  yet  what 
of  that  ?  I  like  to  retain  as  much  of  the  gentle¬ 
man’s  character  as  I  can,  and  fo  I  and  my  fa-, 
mily  live  in  the  worft  end  of  a  genteel  ftreet,  in 
the  neighbourhood  of  Berkley  fquare.  1  was 
born  and  bred  a  gentleman,  and  at  your  age,  had* 

I  dare  fay  as  good  ideal  pretenfions  to  a  pair  of 
lawn  fleeves  as  yourfelf;  but  Fortune  viewed 
me  with  a  malign  eye,  and  refolved  to  make 
me  the  fport  of  her  whims  and  fancies ;  under 

her 
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her  aufpices  I  have  balked  in  the  funfhine  of 
never- ceafing  profperity,  and  rode  triumphant  on 
the  waves  of  blifs  ;  but  the  profpect  was  quickly 
overclouded,  and  the  fickle  Goddefs  frowned 
upon  me  with  a  mod  diftorted  vifage  ;  I  was 
doomed  to  tade  the  bittered  gall  her  malice 
could  didill,  and  “  fweat  and  groan  under  a 
weary  life,”  during  the  long  fit  of  her  unrelenting 
difpleafure.  I  experienced  the  various  viciffi- 
tudesoflife,  and  proved  the  truth  of  the  pro¬ 
verb  Cf  argilla  quidvis  imitaberas  uda.”  'To  be 
brief.  Sir,  from  a  feries  of  adverfe  and  unfore- 
feen  events,  my  father  was  reduced  from  a  date 
of  affluence  to  a  bare  fubfiftence,  and  I,  with 
my  brothers,  necefiitated  to  prove  the  hard- 
fhips  of  a  rarely  favourable  world.  As  I  had 
.had  the  rudiments  of  a  liberal  education,  and 

y 

made  it  my  bufmefs  rather  to  court  the  Mufes, 
than  to  dudy  mathematical  projedions  of  pen- 
manfhip,  and  afeertain  the  due  proportions  of 
bold  and  hair  drokes,  I  found  mvfelf  much 
better  qualified  for  a  garret  in  Grub-dreet,  than 
the  fubmidive  dooi  of  a  merchant’s  compting* 
houfe  3  befides.  Sir,  my  innate  pride  was  fhodk- 
ed  at  the  idea  of  my  becoming  a  ferv ile  drudge 
to  fome  illiterate  blockhead,  and  being  liable  to 
a  torrent  of  unjud  and  ungrammatical  abufe 

from 
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from  the  mouth  of  one  whom  that  blind  arbi- 
trefs,  Fortune,  might  have  raifed  above  my  head. 
I  determined,  at  all  rates,  to  be  my  own  mailer, 
and  accordingly  purchafed  a  very  pretty  room  up 
three  pair  of  (lairs,  in  a  retired  corner  of  the 
town,  and  fet  my  wits  to  work  without  lofs  of 
time,  or  hindrance  of  bufmefs.  I  fet  forth  the 
ills  of  this  life  in  a  mod  pathetic  elegy,  and  de¬ 
fended  the  bleffings  of  the  next  in  a  very  beau¬ 
tiful  hymn  :  but  I  found  the  world  too  well  con¬ 
vinced  of  the  melancholy  truths  conveyed  in  my 
firft  production,  to  need  any  inflruCtion  on  that 
head,  and  too  wife  to  refrefh  their  memories 
with  a  tale  of  woe,  and  exclamations  of  the  un- 
certainty  of  worldly  bills,  and  the  certainty  of  its 
haflening  end  ;  as  to  my  hymn,  the  greater  partof 

ba¬ 
thing  more  in  it  than  what  they  knew  before- 

The  numerous  fedls  of  Atheills,  Free-thinkers, 
and  other  unbelievers,  rewarded  my  labors 
with  a  fmiie  of  contempt,  and  Dialled  the  early 
efforts  of  my  pious  Mufe,  with  all  the  marks 
of  fludied  difapprobation.  I  found  it  therefore 
neceffary  to  difmount  from  Pegafus,  and  prefer 
the  more  humble,  but  (as  I  expected)  the  more 
lucrative  pages  of  profile  compofition :  I  ac¬ 
cordingly  commenced  hireling  for  a  newfpaper, 

and 


the  world  acknowledged  its  tenets,  but  found  f 
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and  told  of  deaths  which  had  never  taken  place, 
except  in  my  brain,  and  cut  throats  with¬ 
out  even  approaching  thefe  victims  to  fuicide, 
or  knowing  the  unhappy  mortals  whom  I  deflined 
to  die  by  poifon  ;  inch  a  line  of  writing  I  found 
inadequate  10  my  expences  ;  an  eighteen-penny 
death  might  purchafe  me  a  dinner,  or  a  fixpenny 
anecdote  enable  me  to  fpend  my  evening  comi 
fortably ;  fuch  a  bufinefs  promifed  no  increafe 
of  wealth,  my  revenue  was  eafily  expended  in 
immediate  ufe,  and  flattered  me  with  few  hopes 
of  mending.  Thefe  fupplies,  when  they  came, 
were  always  feafonable,  and  highly  agreeable,  but 
when  this  refourcc  failed  of  fuccefs,  my  plight 
was  miferable  indeed  ;  I  refolved,  therefore,  only 
tq  write  lo  much  for  the  paper  as  to  bring  me  in 
a  fum,  which  with  excellent  management,  and 
the  moil;  rigid  oeconomy  might  fupport  me  for  a 
while,  and  I  fat  myfelf  down  to  what  I  imagined 
a  more  profitable  employment,  namely,  the 
writing  a  Novel.  After  barely  fubflfting  for  fix 
weeks  that  I  might  feaft  for  the  next  fix  months, 
I  completed  my  arduous  undertaking,  and  com¬ 
mitted  it  into  the  hands  of  a  bookfeller,  who  pro- 
felled  himfelf  my  friend  ;  after  a  fortnight’s  im¬ 
patient  waiting,  I  took  the  liberty  of  calling  for 
my  reward,  but  how  great  was  my  furprize,  when 
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with  an  obliging  fimper,  he  informed  me,  that  he 
had  entirely  forgot  he  had  ever  fuch  a  thing 
committed  to  his  care  ;  he  bade  me,  however, 
not  to  be  disheartened,  for  that  he  would  imme¬ 
diately  fend  it  to  a  friend  of  his  to  perufe,  and  if 
it  met  with  his  approbation,  it  Should  be  printed 
off  without  any  further  delay  ;  he  added  a  thou¬ 
sand  apologies  for  his  negledl,  and  I  as  often 
begged  he  would  not  concern  himfelf  on  that 
Score,  as  what  was  paffed,  could  not  be  recalled,  n 
and  all  his  compliments  were  but  fo  much  fpent 
breath.  In  Short,  fir,  I  called  again,  and  he  a- 
gain  apologized,  and  at  my  third  time  of  trou¬ 
bling  him,  returned  my  manufcript  in  a  tat¬ 
tered  condition,  and  altered  in  fuch  a  manner, 
and  in  fo  many  paffages,  that  I  found  it  ex¬ 
tremely  difficult  to  make  out.  Judge  of  the 
warmth  of  my  indignation,  when  he  recited  to 
me  a  firing  of  imperfe&ions  ;  when  he  told  me 
that  the  Story  had  been  the  fubjedt  of  more  than 
one  Novel  before  I  ever  took  pen  in  hand ;  that 
the  orthography  would  be  a  difgrace  to  ballad 
writers,  and  that  all  genteel  perfons  had  ba¬ 
rs  ifbed  the  poor  unfortunate  letter  u  from 
their  favourite  words  ;  that  the  language  was  too 
coarfe  for  the  reader  of  quality,  too  ffimfy 
for  the  reader  of  fenfe,  and  too  inelegant  for 
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the  reader  of  tafte.  Fie  was  kind  enough  to 
take  the  trouble  of  pointing  out  many  other 
faults ;  but  after  buttoning  my  manufcript  up 
in  my  pocket  with  the  greated  care,  as  an  in- 
cdimable  jewel,  I  clapt  both  hands  up  to  my 
ears,  and  ran  out  of  the  fhop  as  fad  as  my 
heels  would  permit  me;  and  after  trying  the 
tafte  of  one  or  two  more  bookfellers,  found 
them  all  equally  blind  to  the  merits  of  my  per¬ 
formance,  and  left  off  the  miferable  trade  of 
author  in  a  fit  of  defpair. 

Having  tried  my  fortune  with  very  indif¬ 
ferent  fuccefs  in  feveral  lines  of  life,  I  am  at 
length  confl  rained  to  prove  the  verity  of  a  re¬ 
mark  which  my  father,  I  remember,  often  uttered 
with  a  fmile,  and  my  mother  as  often  reproved  by 
a  frown,  cc  That  the  worft  come  to  the  word,  l 
had  a  pair  of  fhoulders  which  would  conftitute 
me  a  good  porter.”  After  making  trial  of  va¬ 
rious  employments  with  very  bad  fuccefs,  I 
refolved  to  invefligate  the  truth  of  this  faying, 
and  am  happy  I  have  it  in  my  power  to  add, 
that  it  has  turned  out  to  my  advantage  beyond 
my  mod  fanguine  expectations.  I  am  happy  to 
have  an  opportunity  of  difburdening  my  mind 
through  the  medium  of  your  paper,  and  if  any 
of  your  youthful  readers  are  fo  unfortunate  as  to 
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be  reduced  to  my  firffc  condition,  or  fo  proud  as. 
to  take  the  fame  heps  that  I  have  trodden  be¬ 
fore  them,  I  hope  my  example  may  prove  effi¬ 
cacious  .in  warning  them  from  the  misfortunes 
which  my  imprudence  has  brought  upon  me, 

and  (hewing  them  that  it  never  is  too  late  to 
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Hor. 

He  that  affe&s  to  foar,  with,  fuilian  fwells. 

BUNCOMBE* 

SIMPLICITY  in  poetry*  like  limplicity  in 
drefs*  is  fecure  of  admiration  from  thofe  pof- 
feffed  of  true  tafte  *  perhaps  my  readers  will  be 
furprizedj  if  I  affert  the  labors  of  our  latter 
bards  can  feldom  boaft  of  this  valuable  requisite  $ 
yet  from  the  little  portion  of  critical  fagacity, 
which  my  age  has  yet  enabled  me  to  colled*  I 
do  not  fcruple  to  confirm  the  affertion.  Modem 
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poetry  (by  ; modern  I  fhall  now  confine  myfelf  to 
that  which  has  appeared  within  thefe  laid  twenty 
years)  has  degenerated  into  a  monotonous  jing¬ 
ling  of  rhime,  an  artificial  tranfpofition  of  words, 
and  an  indifcriminate,  and  therefore  falfe,  ufe  of 
figurative  expreffions. 

/  «  V‘  F  •  '  *  S  ^  ' 


Entertainment  is  the  general  end  propofed  in 
poetry ;  but  where  the  mind  is  fatigued  with 
philo fophic  fubtlety,  the  fancy  checked  by  forced 
refinements,  and  the  attention  diverted  by  per¬ 
petual  reference,  what  real  entertainment'  can  be 
found  ?  To  elevate  and  fur  prize  appears  to  be 
the  foie  aim  of  our  poets,  and  in  the  accomplifh- 
mentof  this,  they  frequently  reach  the  climax  of 
abfurdity,  and  are  entangled  in  the  intricacies  of 
metaphorical  confufion.  Mr.  Gray’s  elegy  I 
have  always  admired  as  a  model  of  eafy  poetry ; 
it  contains  fentiments  to  which  every  reader  af- 


fents,  and  which  every  reader  underflands  j  con- 
fidered  in  a  moral  view,  no  poem  of  equal  length 
is  fuperior  to  it,  and  yet  neither  the  opinions  of 
one  fophifl,  or  the  tenets  of  another  philofopher, 
compofe  its  morality.  Homer,  the  Prince  of  poets, 
is  fometimes  fimple,  generally  eafy,  and  when  he 
riles  on  the  wings  of  lublimiry,  always  intelligible. 
But  falfe  take  makes  ^ rapid  ft  rides  through 
the  regions  of  modern  criticifm.  In  proportion 
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to  his  obfcuriry  a  poet  is  admired*  fimplicity  is 
ridiculed  as  deflitute  of  elevation,  and  natural  cx- 
prdTion  as  void  of  furprize  *  if  a  poem  can  be 
underitood  on  a  firft  reading,  its  fentiments  are 
trite,  and  its  language  vulgar  *  but  a  bold  anti- 
thefis  and  a  fplendid  metaphor  are  the  infallible 
figns  of  genius.  Thefe  difgraceful  prejudices 
can  be  reconciled  to  human  reafon  only,  on  the 
obvious  fuppofition,  that  not  one  reader  in  ten 
attends  to  the  meaning  of  what  fhould  occupy 
his  attention,  and  that  the  glittering  tinfei  of 
diction  is  preferred  to  intrinfic  chaftity  of thought. 
To  comply  with  this  depravity  of  judgment, 
purity  of  language  is  neglected  by  thole  whom 
we  relatively  call  clafiieal  writers,  and  fuperflu- 
ouous  epithets,  employed  to  fill  up  the  inter¬ 
faces  of  a  labored  verification,  clog  the  fenfe, 
and  neceffarily  render  it  difficult  of  comprehen- 
fion.  Shenftone,  who  for  neatnefs  of  expreffion, 
and  a  rural  imagination,  is  fcarce  equalled  by 
any,  is  condemned  becaufe  his  forte  confided  in 
p  aft  oral  defeription  *  while  odes,  addrefled  to 
fome  paffion,  and  exhibiting  a  fpecies  of  meta- 
phyfical  jargon,  daily  ifilie  from  the  prefs,  and 
receive'patronage  in  proportion  to  the  paroxifms 
of  bombaft.  I  will  not  fay  that  paftora!  poetry 
is  equal  to  lyric,  fince  the  latter  is  univerfally  al¬ 
lowed  the  firft,  but  I  will  a  fie  it,  that  the  fimplicity 
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of  Shenftone  is  infinitely  more  valuable  than  the 
unintelligible  mechanifm  of  our  prefent  ode  coin¬ 
ers.  I  appeal  to  the  fenfe  of  my  readers,  who  ill  pe~ 
ruling  look  rather  for  entertainment  than  per¬ 
plexity,  for  chafte  language,  than  unmeaning 
verbofity,  to  declare  whether  my  complaints  are 
well  or  ill-founded,  whether  within  or  beyond 
the  limits  of  truth. 

If  we  attend  to  the  other  minutia  of  poetry,  we 
may  obferve,  that  all  rules  refpedling  metre, 
are  tranfgreffed  with  neither  apology  or  deco¬ 
rum  :  orthography  is  either  mifunderflood,  or 
wilfully  altered  j  and  grammar  is  confidered  as  a 
reftraint,  from  which  the  Englilh  language  is 
happily  exempt.  Stanzas  are  invented,  which 
have  neither  the  recommendation  of  fuperior 
harmony,  nor  can  even  boafl  of  equal  merit  with 
former  ones ;  words  are  coined,  which  in  their 
transplantation  from  the  Greek,  lofe  all  the 
fweetnefs  of  their  native  tongue,  and  fentences 
are  conftrudled,  which  by  various  tranfpofitions 
happily  conceal  the  nullity  of  the  poets  mean¬ 
ing.  We  have  epigrams  without  fling,  fongs 
without  fenfe,  elegies  without  eafe,  and  epitaphs 
without  common  decency.  Even  thofe  poets  to 
whom  genius  cannot  be  denied,  frequently  fub- 
fti£ut€  found  for  fenfe,  flourifh  for  eafe,  and  glar¬ 
ing 


I 


The  Trifler,  451 

ing  ornament  for  ftrength  of  expreftlon.  The 
puerile  exsrefcences  of  Ovid  are  judged  more 
worthy  of  imitation,  than  the  majeftic  dignity* 
of  Virgil.  To  the  minor  poets  the  faults  of  their 
predeceflors  have  proved  very  fatal ;  without 
genius  they  are  timid,  without  meaning  they 
are  obfcure,  and  without  fpirit  they  are  glitter¬ 
ing.  If  metaphors  are  numerous-—  perfpi- 
cuity  and  depth  of  fenfe  is  unneceffary ;  and  if 
the  verification  is  fmooth,  monotony  is  excufa- 
ble — are  the  principles  on  which  they  write ; 
indeed  their  pradlice  reminds  me  of  the  mecha¬ 
nical  method,  by  which  boys  are  firft  taught  to 
compofe  latin  poetry,— they  have  only  to  colled: 
a  fufficient  quantity  of  fpondees  and  daclyls,  ar¬ 
range  them  with  a  total  negledt  of  fenfe,  and  if 
their  verfes  fcan,  their  exercife  is  complete. 

In  the  foregoing  defcription  I  would  not  be 
underflood  to  include  the  whole  of  Englifh  Poetry, 
We  have  had  writers,  who  if  not  free  from  the 
errors  of  humanity,  have  done  honor  to  this 
country;  and  whofe  works  (bating  the  disadvan¬ 
tage  of  the  Englifh  tongue)  are  equal  to  any  of 
antiquity.  But  were  a  general  companion  to  be 
drawn  between  modern  and  ancient  poetry, 
the  latter  I  fear  would  be  entitled  to  the  fuperio- 
rity.  The  caufe  of  which,  in  my  opinion,  muff 
be  referred  to  the  invention  of  printing— -an  art, 
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which  (however  excellent  in  other  refpedts)  by 
haftening  into  the  world  immature  productions, 
and  by  animating  the  moft  torpid  to  an  exertion 
of  their  dormant  powers,  has  introduced  among 
men  of  genius  a  di (like  to  the  labors  of  correc- 
tion,  and  among  mankind  in  general  a  poetic 
mania.  Whether  the  faults,  feme  of  which  I 
have  fpecified,  attendant  on  Modern  Poetry  are 
more  owing  to  the  take  of  the  age,  than  the  de¬ 
generacy  of  the  Poets,  there  are  different  opi¬ 
nions  :  But  I  think  an  enquiry  into  the  prefent 
merits  of  Dramatic  Poetry,  will  demonflrate 
that  the  guilt  lies  more  in  the  Readers  than  the 
Writers. 

There  was  a  time,  when  the  Britifh  The¬ 
atre,  adorned  with  the  wit  of  Congreve  and 
the  labors  of  Addifon,  could  vie  with  Greece  or 
Rome.  Take  was  then  the  arbiter  of  dramatic 
writing,  and  the  pieces  intended  to  be  brought 
out  in  the  courfe  of  the  year  hrk  underwent  an 
examination  by  Men  of  Letters.  An  audience 
had  then  the  fpirit  to  a  Cert  their  own  privileges, 
and  an  attempt  to  force  obfeenity  or  bombakic 
nonfenfe  met  with  the  fate  it  deferved.  Since 
thofe  days  the  Stage  has  gradually  degenerated, 
and  Dramatic  Poetry,  like  other  Poetry,  is  little 
better  than  the  abortions  of  ignorant  fcribblers. 
In  Comedy  an  attempt  is  made  to  make  the  au¬ 
dience  laugh  at  the  expence  of  their  underkand - 
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ing;  and  in  Tragedy,  inflated  language,  unnatu¬ 
ral  incidents,  and  declamatory  fpeeches  fupply 
the  place  of  Nature.  To  analyfe  the  ridiculous 
nonfenfe  of  Farces,  would  be  an  inliilt  to  the 
underftanding  of  my  readers.  In  all  Dramatic 
productions  the  rules  of  probability  are  conflantly 
violated;  and  a  profeflfed  reprefentation  of  nature 
contains  as  many  violations  of  poffibility,  as  the 
romances  of  the  middle  ages.  The  language  of 
Comedy  is  applauded  in  proportion  to  its  vulga¬ 
rity  and  indecency,  and  the  pathos  of  Tragedy 
has  efFeCt  in  proportion  to  the  number  of  meta¬ 
phors,  fimilies,  and  unnatural  conceits,  of  which 
it  is  compofed. 

■  i 

An  inference  from  this  defeription  naturally 
prefents  itfelf  tj  my  readers  :  the  fame  tafle, 
which  permits  the  reprefentation  of  dramatic 

r 

abfurdity,  encourages  the  publication  of  elabo¬ 
rate  and  unintelligible  poetry.  Eafe  and  iimpli- 
city  have  Hill  feme  few  admirers  left,  but  their 
remonftrances  are  drowned  amid  the  clamor  of 
thofe  who  are  fond  of  elevation  ^nd/ur prize.  We 
have  writers  (till  living  who  difdain  to  conform  to 
the  depraved  judgment  of  the  multitude ;  and. 
the  long  filence  of  our  few  good  dramatic  wri¬ 
ters,  is  an  unfortunate  proof,  that  genius  fcorns 
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to  obey  the  imperious  dictates  of  a  Manager,  or 
the  infoient  decifions  of  falfe  tafte. 

That  there  are  particular  paflages  in  poems, 
in  which  the  language  fhould  rife  with  the 
thought,  cannot  be  denied ;  but,  as  I  before 
obferved,  there  is  a  material  difference  between 
true  poetic  majefty,  and  glaring  verbofity :  as  in 
a  tragedy  pompous  declamation  deftroys  all  the 
natural  fympathy  of  the  fpedlator,  fo  in  defcrip- 
tive  poetry  fuperfluous  epithets  take  off  from  the 
intended  effedt ;  in  either  cafe.  Nature  is  better 
reprefented  by  an  emphatic  but  lefs  diffulive 
mode  of  expreflion.  Yet  lo  ftrong  is  the  public 
partiality  for  objcure  bombaft,  that  a  celebrated 
writer  expreffes  a  doubt,  whether  a  play  written 
after  the  manner  of,  and  with  merit  equal  to 
Shakefpeare,  would  be  favorably  received  by  a 
.  Britidi  audience. 

Mr.  Pope  *  has  been  juftly  cenfnred,  as  the 
firff,  who  facrlficed  fenfe  to  found.  There  is  a 
famenefs  (if I  may  fo  fpeak)  in  his  whole  poetry; 
and  a  monotony  pervades  his  verkf  Cation,  though 
itudied  with  fo  much  labor,  and  arranged  with 
fo  much  art.  But  this  excellent  Poet  has  merits 
fyfficient  to  counterbalance  thefe  faults,  and  to 

*  Set  Spenct  upen  Pape's  translation  of  Homer's  Odyfty. 
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give  him  a  high  and  extenfive  reputation.  Not 
fo  with  his  miferable  imitators  ;  deftitute  alike  of 
genius  and  comprehenfion,  of  defign  and  regu¬ 
larity,  they  catch  a  verfifying  knack,  and  with 
cpntempt  of  all  meaning,  accumulate  figures  and 
metaphors,  epithets  and  ornaments,  till  their 
compofitions  appear  more  like  the  fcattered  ma¬ 
terials  of  a  building,  than  a  firm  and  uniform 
edifice. 

In  heroic  poetry  no  one  can  be  more  ddirous 
of  fublimity  in  thought,  and  a  juft  elevation  of 
language  than  myfelf ;  againft  thefe  indifpenfable 
beauties  I  would  by  no  means  be  confidered  to 
declaim.  It  is  that  unnatural  timid  kind  of  ex- 
preftion,  which  fo  frequently  generates  obfcurity, 
and  that  gloffy,  artificial  ftyle,  which  produces 
tautology,  that  excites  my  difapprobation, 

With  men  of  found  judgment  it  is  well  known, 
that  no  language,  however  figurative  or  flowing, 
can  heighten  the  intrinfic  vigor  of  the  thought. 
In  all  poetry  there  fhould  be  a  conftant  recipro¬ 
city  of  elevation  between  the  thought  and  the 
language.  Eafe  and  fimplicity  are  the  beft  or¬ 
naments  of  nature  ;  paffages  will  occur,  in  which 
the  ftyle  muff  be  elevated,  but  no  fublimity  in 
thought  can  juftify  timidity  of  expreftion;  for  let 

it 
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«r  j-  '  f  f  •  "I**' 

it  be  remembered,  that  the  facred  writings  of 
Scripture  lofe  none  cf  their  divine  fire  by  a  per- 
ipicuous  and  fimple  tenor  of  language ;  on  the 
contrary,  that  an  expatiating  and  florid  diffufion 
would  both  weaken  and  diffolve  their  clofe  and 
well- compacted  ftrength* 
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Teil, 


Why  thy  canoniz’d  bones,  hears’d  in  death. 

Have  burft  their  cearments  ?  Why  the  fepulchre. 
Hath  op’d  his  ponderous  and  marble  jaws. 

To  call  thee  up  again? 

:  ,  }  r  '  !■  ,  '  ,  *%  if.,  ^..4  V*  ' 

To  the  T ri^ler. 

-aOU  v>  ;  .  -  '  .  #  •  *  J *  •  vi.  .  •  ! .;  1 

S  I  R, 

B^RN  of  illustrious  parents,  with  the  faireft 
profpeds  of  happinefs  and  glory,  fome  ftar  feems 
to  have  fhed  its  malignant  influence  over  every 
adtion  of  my  life  s  but  why  do  I  talk  of  a  life 
which*  though  never  ftained  with  a  bafe  or  un¬ 
worthy  action,  yet  terminated  in  a  mod  mifera* 

R  P  able 
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able  end  ?  The  annals  of  your  country's  hiflory 
exempts  me  from  the  neceflity  of  being  my  own 
biographer,  and  many  a  page  records  the  fuf- 
ferings  of  the  unfortunate  Duke  Humphrey, 
CrofTed  in  all  my  views  of  happinefs  by  the 
machinations  of  a  haughty  prelate,  my  govern¬ 
ment  impeded,  and  the  infant  ear  of  my  nephew 
poifoned  by  thewhifpers  of  infidious  noblemen, 
to  whofe  ambition  I  at  lafl  fell  a  facrifice ;  my 
mind  prophefied  to  me  a  fmall  allotment  of 
worldly  happinefs,  and  my  attention  was  fixed 
on  that  tranquillity  beyond  the  grave,  to  which 
my  exemplary  life  feemed  to  lay  claim. 

By  the  afiiftance  of  my  enemies  (who,  per-, 
haps,  beheld  my  peaceable  difpofition)  I  ob¬ 
tained  a  premature  paflport  to  the  other  world, 
and  my  fmall  remains  of  ambition  were  extin- 
guifhed  with  my  life.  But  my  cares  were  def- 
tined  to  furvive  the  grave;  according  to  the 
laws  which  the  hofpitality  of  my  anceflors  had 
impofed  upon  me,  my  houfe  was  ever  the 
refuge  of  the  diftreffed  and  ftrangers;  poverty 
was  never  denied  admittance  at  my  gates,  or 
departed  unfatisfied,  and  few  ever  left  my  hof- 
pitable  manfion  without  bellowing  a  blefTing 
pn  its  walls,  and  wafting  a  fervent  prayer  to  hea- 
yen  for  the  welfare  of  its  owner. 


Should 
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Should  this  account  of  the  manner  of  mv 
life  appear  vain-glorious  in  your  eyes,  recoiled: 
that  I  am  as  much  above,  as  I  am  beyond,  the 
refentment  of  mankind  t  it  nought  avails  me  to 
be  the  objedt  of  either  their  diflike  or  appro¬ 
bation,  but  that  the  fame  fpirit  of  patriotifm 
which  animated  my  mind  when  living,  now  ^ac¬ 
tuates  my  foul,  bereft  of  mortal  life.  The  chief 
end  I  propofed  from  this  letter  is  public 
utility?;  and  plain  matter  of  fad:,  unembellifhed 
by  fiction  of  any  kind,  and  told  in  the  fimpk 
language  of  truth,  is  neceffary  in  the  narrative 
of  my  misfortunes. 

To  you  who  daily  behold  the  different  man¬ 
ners  of  the  prefent  Noblemen  of  England,  it 
would  appear  incredible  that  my  death  was  a 
eonfiderable  Calamity  to  men  of  various  deno¬ 
minations*  The  indigent  who  had  frequently 
experienced  my  bounty,  and  the  poor  who  had 
fo  often  feafted  in  my  halls,  with  the  loudeff 
lamentations,  and  moft  piercing  accents  of  forrow 
bewailed  the  lofs  of  their  benefactor.  Their 
cries  and  exclamations  recalled  me  to  earth* 
though  not  to  mortal  life  ;  a  table  was  appointed 
for  the  reception  of  the  poor  and  hungry $  an 
|rrefiftible  power  placed  me  at  the  head  of  it,  and 
I  again  became  the  holt  of  the  indigent*  Here 
f  Ipegan  to  experience  what  my  Confeffor  had 

formerly 
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formerly  told  me  concerning  purgatory  *  and  my 
iituation  indeed,  at  that  time,  tranfcended  in 
wretchednefs  the  moft  difmal  ideas  I  had  ever 
entertained  of  it.  Judge  of  the  feelings  of  a 
mind,  fenfible  to  the  touches  of  humanity,  and 
naturally  overflowing  with  the  milk  of  human 
kindnefs,  on  feeing  no  one  amongft  hundreds  of 
my  guefts  rife  fatisfied  with  their  dinner,  or 
grateful  to  their  entertainer.  No  confideration 
of  the  quality  of  a  Prince  of  the  Blood  Royal  of 
England  could  induce  them  to  act  with  common 
civility  at  my  table.  They  unanimoufly  repro¬ 
bated  my  provifions,  execrated  me  as  the  vileft 
caterer  the  world  had  ever  produced,  and.  vowed 
that  nothing  but  necefnty  fhould  ever  induce 
them  to  become,  my  guefts,  and  whilft  they 
could  procure  a  dinner  at  any  other  place, 
they  fhould  equally  defpife  the  Duke  and  his 
ill  furnifhed  table.  The  wits  wondered  that  a 
man  who  lived  fa, bad  fhould  have  died  fo  well ; 
And  whilft  I  obtained  the  noble  title  of  the 
Good,  my  dinners  were  never  mentioned,  but* 
with  figns  of  loathing  and  deteftation  ;  nor  could 
the  fenfe  of  decorum  ever  influence  their  con- 
dud  fo  as  to  make  my  guefts  behave  with  any  de¬ 
gree  of  order  or  regularity  in  my  company ;  fome 
ftanding,  others  fitting,  others  lying  down  ;  and 
one  fpecies  in  particular,  whom  I  had  frequently 
'  the 
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the  honor  of  entertaining,  f  mean  the  po¬ 
ets,  generally  walked  up  and  down  the  room 
with  the  geftures  of  infanity,  whilft  they  par¬ 
took  of  my  repafts.  In  my  life  time  I  could 
never  keep  my  headftrong  countrymen  in 
proper  fcbje&ion,  and  even  when  I  had  the 
executive  powers  of  jufticc  to  enforce  my 
decrees,  they  were  frequently  treated  with 
contempt ;  now  deprived  of  both  the  infignia 
and  real  authority  of  power,  by  what  means 
can  I  preferve  order  or  regularity,  or  what  laws 
are  fufficieritly  potent  to  reftrain  ,a  licentious 
multitude.  The  celebrated  Tower  of  Babel 
could  never  have  exhibited  a  fcene  of  greater 
confufion  than  my  banqueting  room  daily  af¬ 
fords,  and  Difcord  feems  to  have  abundantly 
fhaken  her  torch  over  the  heads  of  my  devoted 
guefts.  Divefted  of  my  grofier  mortal  fub- 
ilance,  my  fenfes  were  raifed  to  an  exquifite  pitch, 
of  feeling,  which  ferved  to  add  to  my  mifery. 
Imagine  me  placed  invifibly  at  my  table,  my 
ears  ftunn^d  with  the  frenzical  effufions  of  neg- 
lecfted  poets,  who  never  ceafed  pouring  forth 
execrations  againft  an  ungrateful  world ;  my 
eyes  offended  with  the  forms  of  poverty  and 
wretrhednefs,  which  reforted  to  my  table,  a  mid  ft 
the  loud  railings  of  defpair,  and  the  tears  of 

filent  forrow,  and  then  confefs  rny  tortures  im^ 

equalled 
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equalled  in  the  annals  of  hiftory.  The  company 
of  fever al  of  the  moft  eminent  wits  that  ever 

f  #  /  y 

adorned  this  ifland,  proved  rather  diftrefiing 

than  confolatory  to  me.  Butler,  Otway,  and 

Chatterton,  were  frequently  my  guefts,  but  a  fi~ 

lent  melancholy,  occafionally  interrupted  by 

paroxyfms  of  anger,  threw  an  impenetrable  veil 

over  the  brightnefs  of  their  underftandings,  (and 

fince  I  knew  their  worth  and  high'  deferts)  ren^ 

de red  them  more  difagreeable  companions  than 

almoft  any  others.  They  complained  that  my 

food  was  too  unfubftantial  even  for  a  poet,  and 

faid,  they  fhould  prefer  a  tough  beef-fteak  to  all 

the  delicacies  of  my  table.  That  thefe  murmurs 

were  not  without  foundation,  I  am  very  ready  to 

own,  my  banquet  is  certainly  too  aerial  to  give 

fatiety  to  mortals.  I  am  afraid  my  dilhes  are 

not  altogether  wholefome,  that  they  promote 

wind  in  the  ftomach,  and  that  the  cholic  is  a 

frequent  confequence  of  my  repafts.  But  when 

the  advantages  of  this  inflitution,  at  the  head  of 

which  I  am  placed,  are  weighed  againft  the  in-  . 

conveniency  of  my  unfubftantial  fare,  Duke 

Humphrey’s  banquet  will  be  exalted  in  the  eyes 

of  all  judicious  people.  It  merits  our  refpedt, 

lince  it  is  erefted  on  the  noble  bafis  of  charitv. 

.  * 

Every  man  in  afflidlion,  or  poverty,  I  confider 
as  my  brother,  and  accordingly  invite  to  my 
dinner.  Neither  religion,  politics,  or  country* 

are 
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are  impediments  to  a  place  at  my  table ;  every 
man  who  willies  to  dine  with  me,  has  permifiion 
to  do  it,  though  I  am  repeatedly  flighted  ;  and 
few  men  ever  favor  me  with  their  company, 
unlefs  conftrained  by  necefli  ty.  I  never  harbour 
refentment,  or  refufe  them  admittance,  when 
they  are  negledled  by  others.  Hundreds  dine 
with  me  daily,  yet  fo  impartial  am  I  in  the  dis¬ 
tribution  of  my  favors,  that  no  man  can  fay' 
he  has  made  a  better  dinner  than  his  neighbour  ; 
and  if  thoufands  more  were  added  to  the  num¬ 
ber,  they  {hould  experience  an  equal  diviflon, 
and  I  fhould  be  equally  well  prepared  to  receive 

0  ■  * 

them.  So  much  have  I  faid  in  defence  of  the 
inftitution,  and  it  now  remains  for  mt  to  de¬ 
clare  wherein  I  feel  myfelf  aggrieved. 


That  fource  of  all  evil,  bad  company,  is  what 

!  .  A  .  r  ■ 

gives  me  the  moft  uneafmefs.  No  wretch,  how¬ 
ever  wicked,  is  thought  unlit  company  for  Duke 
Humphrey,  nor  do  the  viiefl  or  moil  abject  of 
men  ever  think  themfelves  obliged  to  behave 
with  decency  in  my  prefence ;  fliarpers  of  every 
denomination,  when  fortune  proves  unfavorable, 
ftun  my  ears  with  the  moft  horrid  blafphemies, 
and  I  am  obliged  to  be  a  filent  and  invifible 
hearer  of  their  impieties.  It  is  a  duty  I  owe 
myfelf,  my  high  rank,  and  family,  to  endeavour 
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to  inatch  myielffrom  the  contagion  of  had  com¬ 
pany,  and  although  it  has  been  a  principal  ftudy 
of  my  life  to  refcue  the  diflrciied  Ffom  the  iron 
hand  of  adverfity,  I  Hill  think,  that  fuch  wretches 
fhould  not  have  the  honor  of  adbciating  with  fo 
many  more  deferving  men  ;  and  that  it  muft 
ever  remain  a  difgrace  to  Englilhmen,  that  fe¬ 
lons  and  fharpers  fhould  be  faid  to  dine  in  com¬ 
pany  with  a  Prince  of  the  Royal  Blood.  I  have 
not  the  lead:  objection  to  that  fpecies  of  vaga-. 
bonds  denominated  players  ;  they  frequently 
partake  of  my  repads,  and  I  find  them  face¬ 
tious  under  the  prefTure  of  want,  and  that  they 

bear  hunger  with  a 

f*  _ 

any  other  fet  of  men.  But  the  whining  lover 

was  a  being  I  always  detefted,  and  was  ferry  to 

fee  in  my  company.  I  had  alfo  an  infuperable 

averfion  to  the  fanatical  journeymen  of  Wefley, 

Whiteheld,  &c.  who  were  often  times  neceflitated 

—  -  *  .  -  -  a.  * 

to  partake  of  my  fcafls  3  hypocrify  was  -a  vice 
to  which  I  was  always  inimical,,  and  as  it  is  a  pro¬ 
minent  feature  of  the  methpdifts,  they,  beyond 
all  others,  are  the.  objefts  of  my  hatred  and 
contempt. 

Through  the  medium  of  your  paper  I  hope 
by  flaring  my  grievances  to  obtain  redrefs ; 

To 
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To  you  I  addrefs  myfelf,  ye  Noblemen  of 
England,  whole  ample  fortunes  enable  you  to 
feed  the  hungry  and  wipe  the  tear  of  forrow 
from  the  cheek  of  affii&ion.  The  doors  of  your 
ancellors  flew  open  at  the  voice  of  the  Arranger, 
nor  were  their  manfions  more  illuflrious  for  their 
exterior  beauty  than  for  the  noble  hofpitality 
which  illuminated  the  infide,  I  am  forry  to  fay, 
that  among  the  various  virtues  which  an 
intercourfe  with  our  neighbours  has  produced, 
hofpitality  has  been  negledted  ;  with  grief  I  have 
beheld  the  clofed  portals  and  rully  hinges  of  the 
prefent  race  of  Noblemen,  and  have  obferved, 
that  it  is  now  more  difficult  to  get  admittance  to 
a  Baron,  than  it  formerly  was  to  approach  a  King. 
Let  my  countrymen  remember,  that  as  fteel 
too  highly  polifhed  becomes  brittle,  to  take  care, 
that  whilfi:  they  emulate  the  refinements  of  their 
neighbours,  not  to  neglect  the  iterling  virtues 
which  have  rendered  England  the  admiration  of 
the  world.  I  may,  perhaps,  appear  a  little  felfifli 
in  this  advice,  flnce  it  is  decreed,  that  I  am  to 
maintain  my  prefent  fituation,  till  the  genero- 
fity  of  our  nobles  may  render  it  unneceflary  for 
any  man  of  worth  to  dine  withDuke  Humphrey  $ 
but  it  alfo  mufl:  be  confidered,  that  I  now  affirm, 
(where  falfhood  would  be  ufelefs)  that  the  love 
of  my  pountry  is  the  principle  which  actuates  my 

conduct, 
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condueft,  and  that  the  reft  are  but  fecondary 
motives.  Should  my  rhetoric  be  infufficient 
to  induce  the  Noblemen  to  make  their  liberality 
adequate  to 'their  revenues,  I  /  hope  it  will,  at 
leaft,  have  the  eftedt  of  rendering  the  lower  or¬ 
ders  of  mankind  more  grateful  to  their  bene- 
fadtor,  and  caule  them  to  think  fome  fort  of  civi¬ 
lity  due  to 

•  <* 

Duke  Humphrey, 

.  n.  ; 
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Juvenal. 

What  in  the  conduct  of  our  life  appears 
So  well  defign’d,  fo  happily  begun, 

But  when  we  have  our  wifh,  we  wiih  undone  ? 

Dryden. 

Fo  Timothy  Touchstone, 

SIR, 

HE  happinefs  of  a  country  life  has  been, 
through  all  ages  of  mankind,  a  point  fo  ftrongly 
infilled  upon  by  Poets,  Philofophers,  and  Statef- 
rnen,  that  I  doubt  whether  I  fhould  have  ever 
dared  to  difpute  its  validity*  had  not  frequent 
experience  convinced  rne,  that  like  every  other 
human  condition  it  has  evils,  which  neither  pa¬ 
tience  can  alleviate,  nor  vigilance  depelh 

Q.q 


*§uicl  lain  dexifo  pedc  concipis,  ut  U 
Gondtus  non  pcenitcat  votique  pcracll  ? 


I  am 
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I  am  the  deleft  Ton  of  a  gentleman  of  eafy  for¬ 
tune,  who  by  long  refidence  on  his  eftate,  and 
little  commerce  with  the  world,  imagined  that 
in  giving  me  a  tolerable  education  he  had  ful¬ 
filled  all  the  duties  of  parental  care,  and  in  re¬ 
turn  became  poftefied  of  an  abfolute  right  to  im- 
pofe  on  me  fuch  labors,  as  either  his  own  affairs 
might  demand,  or  my  abilities  accomplifh.  Ac¬ 
cordingly  having  gone  through  the  cuftomary 
cxercifes  at  an  oblcure  grammar  fchool,  I  was 
taken  away,  and  immediately  appointed  fteward 
and  bailiff  to  my  father.  At  this  time,  though 
in  lome  degree  qualified  for  my  offices  by  a 
knowledge  of  arithmetic,  I  was  unpolifhed  in 
behaviour,  ignorant  of  mankind,  and  knew  no 
greater  pleafure  than  that  of  fhooting  at  larks, 
or  hiking  in  the  pond.  In  this  fituation,  fo  re¬ 
pugnant  to  my  natural  willies,  and  which  afforded 
me  but  fmall  opportunities  of  recreation,  I  in¬ 
formed  myfelf  of  the  bulk  of  that  fortune  I  was 
one  day  to  inherit,  and  anticipated  in  fecret  the 
future  enjoyments  of  its  poffeffion.  At  length, 
after  the  fucceffion  of  fome  years,  the  wifhed-for 
time  arrived :  my  father,  who  had  been  en¬ 
gaged  in  an  annual  drunken  feaft,  was  thrown 
into  a  violent  fever,  and,  contrary  to  the  pro* 
miles  of  the  village  apothecary,  expired  in  a  few 
days.  By  his  death  I  became  mafter  of  fix  hun¬ 
dred 
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dr.ed  a  year,  unencumbered  with  the  claims  of 
fillers,  and  the  impertinent  dependence  of 
younger  brothers.  My  profpeft  of  happinefs 
was  now  apparently  clear,  and  I  flattered  myfelf  4 
with  all  thofe  pleafing  ideas  which  independence 
infpires  to  a  free  mind:  unacquainted  with  the 
follies,  and  untainted  by  the  vices  of  fafhion,  I 
was  neither  liable  to  the  cares  of  diffipation,  or 
the  ravages  of  difeafe;  confcious,  that  neither 
my  figure  or  deportment  qualified  me  for  a  fine 
gentleman ,  I  refolved  to  follow  my  father’s  ex¬ 
ample,  and  content  myfelf  with  the  fports  and 
amufements  of  the  country, 

A  fhort  time  convinced  me  that  my  hopes 
were  fallacious,  and  that  the  innocence  of  a  rural 
life  could  not  exempt  me  from  the  folicitude  at¬ 
tached  to  it.  There  is  nothing,  fir,  which,  in 
my  opinion,  is  equal  to  the  mifery  of  being  un¬ 
deceived  in  a  point,  where  the  deceit  was  effen- 
tial  to  happinefs $  nor  can  any  difappointment  be 
equal  to  that,  which  fubverting  the  ceconomy 
of  a  whole  life,  brings  with  it  neither  the  hope  of 
alleviation,  nor  the  poffibjlity  of  a  remedy,  A 
few  of  thofe  grievances,  which  awakened  me 
from  the  agreeable  delirium  into  which  my  inex¬ 
perience  had  lulled  me,  and  of  which  the  unex¬ 
pected  preffure  has  tempted  me  to  addrefs  you* 

I  will  endeavor  to  recount. 

I  had 
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I  had  not  been  two  years  in  poffeffion  of-  my 
money,  before  I  was  appointed  High  Sheriff  for 
the  county.  This  honor,  of  which  others  might 
have  been  particularly  ambitious,  was  to  me  no 
left  diftreffing.  Though  by  no  means  avaricious, 
it  was  with  fome  difcontent  that  I  gave  orders  for 
a  coach,  which  I  was  informed  was  abfolutely 
neceffary,  but  which  I  knew  would  be  of  no  ufe 
to  me  on  the  expiration  of  my  office,  as  from  my 
infancy  I  had  been  accuftomed  to  travel  on  horfe- 
back,  and  inherited  from  my  father  an  averfion  to 
clcje  confinement .  When  the  time  arrived  on  which 
I  was  to  appear  at  the  Affizes  in  all  the  pride  of 
iuperiority,  I  had  prepared  every  thing  that 
could  ferve  to  difplay  my  dignity,  and  recom¬ 
mend  me  to  the  efpecial  favor  of  my  Lord  the 
Judge.  The  coach  was  new,  and  if  not  made 
on  the  lateft  fafhion,  was  far  more  elegant  and 
convenient  than  the  old  family  machines  of  my 
neighbours.  The  horfes,  though  taken  from  the 
plough,  were  ftrong  and  handfome ;  and  my 
fervants,  though  tin  flu  red  with  ru  hi  city,  were 
neither  deficient  in  good  manners,  nor  the  fplen- 
dor  of  exterior  drew.  But  it  was  my  ill  fortune, 
fir,  to  experience  that  every  precaution  I  had 
taken  was  ufelefs,  and  every  expence  unneceiffary. 
The  Judge  on  our  meeting  received  me  with 
cold  politenefs,  in  which  I  had  penetration 
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enough  to  difcover  figns  of  ftudied  contempt 
Having  informed  his  Lord  Hi  ip,  perhaps  with 
too  great  an  appearance  of  felf-complacency,  that 
a  new  carriage  awaited  his  pleafure,  he  aniwered 
me,  that  country  artids  were  very  unfkilful,  and 
that,  before  he  could  think  of  leaving-  his  own 
coach,  he  mud  fee, whether  mine  was  made  on 
the  principles  of  the  modern  fafhion.  Accord¬ 
ingly  we  walked  out,  and  he  examined  my  car¬ 
riage  (againft  which  I  could  not  have  anticipated 
the  lead  objection)  with  a  minutenefs  of  atten¬ 
tion  bordering  on  impertinence  :  nothing  efcaped 
his  penetrating  eye;  and,  indead  of  a  venerable 
dtdributor  of  Britifli  judice,  he  appeared  like 
one  of  thofe  uncivilized  natives,  who  exp  refs 
their  adonifhment  at  objects,  of  the  mechanifm 
and  ufe  of  which  they  have  no  conception,  by 
an  eager  defire  either  to  invedigate  its  parts,  or 
deride  its  apparent  inutility.  The  refuit  of  his 
examination  anfwered  what  his  fcrupulodty  au¬ 
gured:  my  coach  was  condemned  as  an  auk  ward 
and  antique  machine ;  and  his  Lordfhip,  after  we 
had  entered  his  own,  which  was  joined  to  my 
horfes,  with  a  degree  of  coolnefs  I  could  not 
help  admiring,  ordered  my  fervants  to  take  care 
that,  on  our  arrival  at  the  County  Town,  it  was 
properly  cleaned,  and  put  in  a  place  where  nei¬ 
ther  rain  nor  dampnefs  could  penetrate. 

During 
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During  my  confinement  in  the  carriage,  I  in¬ 
dulged  my  thoughts  at  no  hazard  of  interruption 
from  my  learned  companion,  who  regarded  me 
with  too  much  indifference  to  fuppofe  me  capable 
of  converfation,  and  with  too  much  pride  to 
believe  me  worthy  of  it.  Indeed  I  may  allure 
you,  .fir,  that  my  aftonifhment  was  equal  to  my 
mortification;  from  the  pompous  accounts  of 
thofe  who  had  frequently  perfuaded  me  to  go  up 
to  London  to  fee  fomething  of  the  world,  I  had 
formed  the  expectation  of  not  only  feeing  a  learned 
Judge,  but  a  perfedt  Gentleman,  and  of  obferv- 
ing  in  him  the  ftriking  difference  of  manners 
which  exifts  between  a  town  and  a  country  edu¬ 
cation. 

I  will  not  detail  to  you,  fir,  the  vexation  and 
pain  I  underwent  in  the  difcharge  of  this  office, 
fo  difcordant  to  my  difpofition,  and  fo  far  re¬ 
moved  above  the  fphere  in  which  fortune  had 
placed  me;  in  what  inftances  I  violated  etiquette , 
and  how  frequently  I  betrayed  my  ignorance  of 
law;  to  what  embarraffment  I  was  reduced  in 
giving  a  cuftomary  ball,  at  which  I  could  neither 
dance  myfelf,  and  of  which  I  could  not  fuperin- 
tend  die  ceremonies;  and  with  what  involution 
of  expence  I  found  myfelf  at  the  end  of  the  year 
iurprized,  by  giving  dinners,  which  ferved  no 
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other  purpofe  than  that  of  expofing  my  own  rus¬ 
ticity,  and  exciting  mirth  at  my  own  expence. 

My  affairs  had  no  fooner  been  reindated  in 
their  former  condition,  and  I  had  began  to  enjoy 
a  little  tranquillity,  before  I  was  nominated  by 
the  Sporting  Gentlemen  deward  for  the  en- 
fuing  races.  It  was  in  vain  I  remondrated  on 
the  plea  of  total  inexperience :  I  was  anfwered, 
that  I  podeffed  every  requifite,  and  that,  above  all , 
my  independence  was  a  qualification,  which  re¬ 
commended  me  as  the  mod  proper  man  in  the 
county.  Here  arofe  another  grievance,  and  du¬ 
ring  my  three  days  attendance  at  the  races  I  was 
more  perplexed  than  I  had  been  during  my  whole 
Shrievalty.  During  the  day-time  I  was  teized  by 
difputes,  the  nature  of  which  I  w7as  unable  to 
comprehend,  and  in  the  decifion  of  which  I  was 
actuated  more  by  chance  than  convidtion ;  and 
at  night  I  appeared  as  Mailer  of  the  Ceremonies 
to  adjuft  matters,  by  which  my  natural  modefty 
was  frequently  put  to  the  bluih,  and  I  was  lie- 
ceifitated  to  aifume  a  character,  wherein  I  could 
not  but  fubjedt  myfelf  to  the  ridicule  and  con¬ 
tempt  of  the  whole  aflembly. 

Thefe,  fir,  are  not  all  the  grievances  to 
which  I  have  been  obnoxious  ;  had  there  been 
no  others,  I  might  dill  have  remained  in  the 
happinefs  I  pro  mi  fed  myfelf  without  troubling 
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you  ;  for  however  difagreeable  at  the  time  they 
might  have  been,  as  they  were  duties  which  I 
owed  my  country  and  fociety,  and  were  but  of 
a  temporary  nature,  the  harmony  of  my  life 
would  not  perhaps  have  buffered  much  difturb- 
ance  from  their  intervention.  But  there  are 
other  unpleafant  circumftances  in  the  life  of  a 
country  gentleman,  which  perfuade  me,  that  its 
felicity  has  been  too  much  over-rated,  and  its 
comforts  too  much  extolled.  In  the  midft  of 
dorneftic  enjoyment,  or  friendly  conviviality,  I 
am  fometimes  fummoned  to  give  a  vote  at  an 
eledtioh,  or  to  attend  a  grand  jury;  and  from  a 
difpofition  I  have  frequently  manifefted  of  avoid¬ 
ing  difputes,  my  patience  has  been  tried,  my  for¬ 
bearance  impofed  upon,  and,  at  length,  my  fpi- 
rits  irritated  to  involve  myfelf  in  law-fuits,  the 
events  of  which,  either  from  a  bad  caufe,  or  legal 
knavery,  have  uniformly  tended  to  impair  my 
fortune,  and  lower  my  reputation.  In  contri¬ 
buting  to  the  burthens  of  the  Hate,  I  find,  of 
late,  that  more  dependence  is  laid  on  the  fmall 
wealth  of  country  Tquires,  than  the  refinements 
of  fafliion,  or  the  articles  of  luxury;  however 
fevere  the  lh  op-tax  may  be  lamented  by  tradef- 
men,  it  cannot  be  more  opprefiive  to  them,  than 
the  commutation  ad!  is  here,;  unaccuftomed  to 
•the  noxious  beverage  called  tea,  it  operates  oa 
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me  with  expence  equal  to  a  new  impoft.  I  have 
been  obliged  to  flop  up  every  window,  which,  if 
not  abfolutely  neceffary,  was  at  leaft  an  exterior 
ornament  ;  and  from  the  univerfality  of  this  me¬ 
thod  of  elufion,  there  are  few  old  family  man- 
fions,  which  have  not  been  injured  in  their  beau¬ 
ty,  and  defaced  in  their  proportional  regularity. 

To  recount  all  the  impediments  which  my 
fitqation  in  life  has  objected  againfl  that  comfort 
I  expebled  to  meet  in  the  enjoyment  of  an  inde¬ 
pendent  fortune,  would  be  needlefs  in  itfelf,  and 
difagreeable  to  your  readers.  Perhaps  it  may  be 
fuggefled,  that  my  difpofition  is  in  reality  my 
greatefl  torment,  and  that  what  I  prefer  as  com¬ 
plaints,  may,  by  others  of  more  vigorous  talents, 
and  patient  minds,  be  regarded  as  motives  for 
induflry,  and  fprings  of  ablion  ;  that  my  fortune 
is  no  harder  than  that  of  others,  to  whom  cares 
are  common,  and  difappolntments  frequent; 
and  that  every  condition  has  evils,  which  are  in¬ 
herent  in  humanity,  and  of  which  the  befl  pal¬ 
liative  is-— fortitude,  and  the  word  concomitant— 
defpair.  Be  it  fo  :  but  let  it  at  the  fame  time 
be  considered,  that  fuch  relative  arguments  bring 
no  confolation  to  one,  who  experiences  difquiety 
where  he  looked  for  happinefs ;  and  who,  pre¬ 
cluded  by  a  ruftic  education,  from  bettering  his 
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fituation,  or  changing  his  manner  of  life,  mud 
rejedt  hope  as  fallacious,  and  fit  down  without 
entertaining  the  mod  didant  expedition  of  real 
enjoyment, 

I  am,  &c. 
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S  AT  U  R  D  AY,  February  14,  1789. 


flo  Timothy  Touchstone,  Efq* 

Edijli — - fat  is - — atque  bibifli  ; 

Fempus  abire  — ■■■■  Horace. 

Fairly,  have  Eat  and  Drink  feen  out  their  day, 

Take,  kindly  take  fuch  heath’nifli  terms  away. 

Anon. 

The  Humble  Petition  of  Eat  and  Drink , 

fhewino;  &c.  &c. 

o, 

S  I  R, 

Hp 

X  HOUGH  you  have  afiumed  the  name  of 
Trifler,  we  are  well  allured  that  his  nugisferia 
admifceas ,  that  to  what  the  world  may  call  trifles 
light  as  air>  you  will  give  a  confirmation  ftrong  as 
proofs  of  Holy  Writ:  with  this  prefumption,  in 
the  quality  of  aggrieved,  and  furrowing  Peti¬ 
tioners,  we  lay  our  charge  before  you,  and  trull 
to  your  candor  and  humanity. 

R  r  Sir, 
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Sir,  oui?s  is  >no  common  caufe,  no  infignifi- 
cant  appeal :  it  embraces  fome  of  the  deareft  in- 
terehs  of  fociety,  it  blends  with  it— but  we’ll  be 
patient.  From  the  earlieh  times,  till  within  a 
few  years  pah,  we  have  been,  as  one  would  lay> 
High  Stewards  to  the  bodies  corporate  of  all  food 
for  fuftenance,  and  all  liquor  for  the  refrefhment 
of  man  and  bealt,  and  in  this  exalted  deputation, 
like  Duncan,  we  have  borne  our  faculties  Jo  meekly , 
that  to  murder  us  in  cold  blood  were  an  outrage' 
to  the  very  heady  complexion  of  Lady  Macbeth’s 
heart ;  neverthelefs,  fir,  murdered  we  have  been, 
if  fuch  be  the  total  deprivation  of  all  rights  and 
privileges,  of  all  ufe  and  appropriation,  of  all 
fufFrance  of  exigence.  ’  Fill  within  a  fhort  pe¬ 
riod,  we  have  been  the  harbingers  of  all  com 
viviality  :—Euty  drink ,  and  be  merry ,  has  been 
tranflated  into  all  tongues,  and  with  this  moral 
apothegm,  by  ourfelves,  and  our  fecond  felves, 
we  have  been  hailed,  time  immemorial,  as  two  of 
the  moll  valuable  members  of  all  the  mixed  hate 
of  words  from  the  days  of  Adam.  It  being  an 
allowed  axiom  that  a  worm,  if  trodden  on,  will 
turn,  little  need  we  of  apology  for  a  juft  and  ho* 
neft  indignation.  Sir,  we  have  been  barbaroufly 
iupplanted,  cheated  out  of  confequence,  and  an¬ 
nihilated  by  a  fpurious  wretch,  who  by  the  name 
of  Take,  of  a.  long  feafon  has  lived  by  depreda- 
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tion.  He  came  into  the  world  with  a  fhew  of 
propriety,  had  a  large  domain  of  his  own,  and 
monopolized  to  himfelf,  without  a  murmur  from 
the  fuffe  rers,  a  very  abundant  fhare  of  appro¬ 
priate  terms.  All  the  world  was  ready,  and  no 
one  blamed  them,  to  employ  his  fervice  at  plea- 
fure.  They  were  about  to  take  a  journey ,  to  take 
a  liking ,  to  take  the  air>  to  take  an  objection,  to  take 
a  houJe>  to  take  umbrage ,  to  take  a  wife ,  to  take  an 
opportunity ,  to  take  leave .  All  this  fell  to  the  pof- 
feffion  of  cTakei  and  more  than  fufficient  w7as  it, 
but  all  this  was  only  food  for  his  ambition.  He 
firft  fell  foul  of  our  friend  Catch ,  giving  us  thereby 
to  underftand,  that  our  own  little  immunities 
were  for  the  next  grafp.  ’Till  his  rapid  ftride 
towards  universal  prerogative,  our  friend  Catch 
was  fafe  and  fecure,  as  he  imagined,  in  a  few  pro¬ 
perties  of  his  own.  Men  caught  cold,  they  caught 
difeafes,  they  caught  one  another’s  meanings, 

they  caught  footpads,  they  caught  the  I - all  this 

is,  at  the  prefent  hour,  as  good  as  nothing.  "Take 
has  indufced  himfelf  into  every  one  of  thefe  fc- 
parate  applications,  and  our  friend,  like  ourfelves, 
is  thruft  out,  and  left  either  to  free  booty,  or, 
which  is  equally  bad,  to  the  wide  world.  Sir,  in 
former  days,  men  efteemed  us  the  very  hinge  oi 
good  fellowffiip.  They  were  afk’d  to  eat  their 
muffin,  to  drink  their  cup  of  chocolate,  to  eat 

their 
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their  mutton,  to  drink  their  home- brew’d,  to  eat 
their  fallad,  to  drink  a  bon  repos .  But  as  a  dream 
vaniflies  and  is  laughed  at,  fo  all  this  has  been 
long;  out  of  mind,  and  is  affronted  as  a  relic  of 
Gothicifm,  too  unchafte  even  for  ordinary  ears, 
and  we  fear  too  much  exploded,  ever  to  experi¬ 
ence  a  revolution  in  its  favor.  Our  friend  Catch 
being  laid  by  the  heels,  and  quietly  did  he  make 
his  exit,  in  a  very  little  time  came  your  Petitioners 
turn,  and  rapid  was  their  overthrow.  Take  took 
upon  himfelf  to  regulate,  the  flandard  of  good 
manners,  difpoffeiTed  us  of  all  concern  in  the  re¬ 
public  of  words,  and  is  now  foie  lord  and  matter, 
where  we  with  modefty  and  decorum  pretended 
but  to  a  divided  intereft*  Sir,  the  aggrandize¬ 
ment  of  this  wretch,  owes  itfelf  to  fo  bafe  an  ori¬ 
gin,  that,  from  that  fingle  particular,  we  dare  af- 
fert  the  truth  of  our  own  claim,  and  deem  it  no 
injuttice  to  vilify  his  pretenfions  in  terms  the  moft 
decidedly  grofs.  His  prefent  rank  and  confe- 
quence  in  life,  we  can  trace  back  to  the  adoption 
of  landladies  and  ftage  coachmen  :  we  can  prove, 
by  die  cleared:  demonftration,  that  he  never  had 
an  acre  of  poffefiion  on  our  territories,  till  the 
alewife  of  fome  country  village  defired  to  know 
of  the  gentlewomen  in  .the  fly,  if  they  would 
alight,  and  take  a  bit  of  fomething,  and  John 
Whip  enquired  of  his  knot  of  brethren  on  the 

roof 
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roof  whether  they  would  take  a  wet.  From 
hence,  fir,  this  whole  mals  of  fuperiority,  ill- 
gotten  and  ill-founded  In\  patriam  populumque 
fluxity  and  with  a  bitter  fenfe  of  the  difgrace  at¬ 
tending  the  fatality  of  thefe  grievances,  we  have 
obtruded  ourfelves  on  your  notice.  Sir,  'Take 
has  fo  entirely  fubftituted  himfelf  in  our  place, 
lo  jockied  11s  out  of  our  feat,  fo  raifed  himfelf  on 
our  downfall,  (N.  B,  §{ui  capita  ille  facit )  that  we 
hear  no  more  of  eat  your  morfel,  and  drink  of  your 
dream  contentedly,  but  are  annoyed  continually 
with  the  indillindt,  unmeaning  and  frivolous 
change  of  take  your  tea,  take  your  wine,  take 
,your  bread  and  butter,  take  your  peafe  porridge, 
take  your  fyllabub,  take  your  callipafh.  Not  ten 
days  fince,  to  our  certain  knowledge,  a  girl  of 
thirteen  was  difmilfed  from  table,  for  defiring  her 
brother  to  eat  his  apple;  and  mailer  met  with 
the  like  fate  in  the  courfe  of  the  week,  for  com¬ 
menting  on  the  indelicacy  of  his  filler’s  drinking 
like  a  filh.  Sir,  were  there  any  grounds  of  com¬ 
plaint  againll  us  for  indecency  or  inappofitene Is, 
we  would  plead  guilty,  and  fubmit  to  profcrip- 
tion ;  but,  lir,  the  very  contrary  is  the  matter  in 
queflion.  In  our  etymology  we  are  as  pure  as 
A,  B,  C.  We  have  branched  into  no  corrup¬ 
tions,  unlefs  upon  drink  you  are  pleafed  to  charge 
drunken  \  and  however  Hamlet,  in  his  mad  fit, 

talks 
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talks  of  eating  a  crocodile,  and  drinking  up  eafel, 
and  the  Stone-eater  adapts  his  maftication  to 
things,  feemingly  foreign  to  fuftenance,  (till  the 
terms  Eat  and  Drink  are,  and  ever  will  be,  chafte, 
uniform  and  uncompounded.  Sir,  trufting  that 
you  have  revi fed  our  Memorial,  with  that  faga- 
city  which  muft  incline  you  to  judge  well,  and 
that  good  humor  which  ever  prompts  you  to 
attend  patiently.  We  pray,  with  all  fervency,  that 
you  would  endeavor  to  reinftate  us  in  our  prero¬ 
gative,  to  reflore  us  to  the  tables  we  have  long 
made  welcome,  and  in  confideration  of  fuch  in-' 
fluence,  you  ill  all  generoufly  exert,  pledge 
ourfelves  at  Breakfaft ,  Dinner  and  Supper ,  to  pro¬ 
claim  with  heartinefs,  Vive  la  Bagatelle ,  Valcant 
Nugcc ;  and  to  pray  for  your  profperity  with  that 
zeal  which  becomes  your  petitioners, 

Eat  and  Drink. 


To 
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¥0  Timothy  Touchstone,  Efq. 

Conjunctions  ....  join 

To  {lamp  new  vigor  on  the  nervous  line. 

Churchill. 

The  humble  Petition  of  the  Conjunctions  copulative 
and  disjunctive ;  fhewing,  &c.  &c. 

Sir, 

UPON  the  fettle  meat  of  the  eight  parts  pf 
fpeech  in  England,  it  was  mutually  agreed  be¬ 
tween  our  family,  to  diredl  their  condudt  to  one 
objedt — the  promotion  of  converfation  and  wri¬ 
ting.  We  afterwards  determined  (a  reparation, 
being  found  neceffary)  to  affift  each  other  upon 
every  occafion,  and  on  no  account  to  counter¬ 
work  the  plans  ol  our  brethren.  Contrary  to 
thefe  terms,  eut  and  if  have  confpired  to  thwart 
the  intentions  of  the  Petitioners.  From  their 
ingratitude  the  molt  inefficient  excufes  arife  ;  the 
moll  liberal  and  laudable  adts  qf  charity  are  with¬ 
held  ;  and  the  moil  magnanimous  exploits  fruf- 
trated.  Under  their  tutelage,  cowardice  affumes 
the  ffiield  of  courage,  avarice  the  purfe  of  libe¬ 
rality,  and  gallantry  the  mafk  of  conqueft. 

A  recent  example,  drawn  from  life,  will  be. 
fufficient  to  convince  you,  Mr.  Touchflone,  how 
juft  our  complaint  is,  and  the  neceflity  of  redrefs. 

Mr. 
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Mr.  Benevolus  requefted  a  final!  fum  for  the 
relief  of  an  officer’s  widow  from  a  man,  whofe 
converfation  in  company  excited  fanguine  expec¬ 
tations  of  his  liberality.  We  (the  Conjunctions 
copulative )  immediately  offered  our  affiftance  : 
Mr.  Benevolus  then  concluded  his  entreaty.  “As 
the  practice  of  charity  is  fo  laudable,  and  becaujc 
a  fubfequent  reward  is  promi fed,  therefore  we 
fhould  obey  its  dilates,  that  we  may  fulfil  a 
principal  portion  of  our  moral  duty.”  An  helplefs 
widow  and  five  children  would  thus  have  been 
railed  from  indigence  to  a  temporary  fuccour, 
but  the  intrufion  of  that  inhuman  creature,  if, 
entirely  blafted  the  anticipated  generofity  of  a 
man,  who  felt  the  warmeft  gratification  in  affift- 
ing  the  unfortunate.  “  I  fympathize,”  anfwered 
his  friend,  cc  with  the  misfortunes  of  others,  and 
would  cheerfully  affiff  this  wretched  family,  if  it 
was  in  my  power.” 

If  I  was  fituated  in  your  capacity,  fays  one 
perfon,  my  conduct  fhould  be  very  different  from 
your’s.  If  /  was  Minifter,  exclaims  another,  I 
could  foon  raife  the  price  of  flocks,  or  reduce  the 
National  Debt.  If  /  was  one  of  the  Quorum,  I 
would  certainly  reform  the  civil  polity. 

From  jthefe  examples  it  is  evident  if  is  fo 
detrimental  to  the  execution  of  virtuous  actions, 
that  every  individual  jhould  baniffi  Kimfelf  from 

his 
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his  fociety,  except  upon  urgent  and  laudable 
pccafions. 

The  confequences  derived  from  the  behavior 
of  but,  prove  equally  injurious.  Its  efifeCls  are 
chiefly  felt  in  attachments  to,  and  unions  witji> 
the  fair.  When  beauty  and  innate  goodnefs  fail 
martyrs  to  the  deceptive  baits  of  impoftors,  when 
the  texture  of  deceit  is  unravelled,  and  the  maze 
of  artful  iniquity  difeoyered,  the  enraged  parent 
with  our  aflifiance  (the  conjunctions  disjunctive ) 
fhus addreflfes  the  injurer  of  his  family:  (C  Unlejs 
you  make  a  proper  atonement  by  marrying  my 
daughter,  or  quitting  the  kingdom,  although  the 
rigor  of  the  law  might  be  exercifed,  for  the  an¬ 
nals  of  Newgate  cannot  produce  a  more  atroci¬ 
ous  villain  than  you,  I  fhall  certainly  bellow  that 
manual  chaftifement  of  which  you  are  deferving.” 
After  a  moment’s  paufe  he  abruptly  leaves  the 
room,  concluding,  “but  I  leave  you  to  tne  reflec¬ 
tive  torments  of  confcience.” 

Thus  villainy  triumphs  over  virtue,  and  im- 
pollute,  though  cjeteCled,  is  permitted  to  exult  in 
its  art ;  a  meritorious  punifhment  was  omitted, 
by  the  interpoiition  of  but. 

The  hopes  of  many  clandeiline  marriages  are 
entirely  blailed  by  the  fuggellions  of  but.  The 
parents  pardon  their  imprudence,  but  are  refolved 
to  difmherit  them  for  their  breach  of  duty.  They 

often 
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often  a£b  in  concert  in  the  fame  fentence ;  if  you 
were  a  man  of  honor,  I  would  not  bear  fo  great 
an  indignity  5  but  you  are  beneath  my  notice. 

Monopolies  in  trade  are  always  deemed  inju¬ 
rious  to  fociety,  and  detrimental  to  individuals : 
in  a  confined  circle  the  damage  mufl  confequentljr 
prove  weightier,  when  a  combination  is  formed 
againft  the  aggregate  body.  The  ill  condudl  of 
but  and  if  muft  therefore  be  feverely  felt  by  their 
companions,  who  relying  upon  your  afiiftance, 
remain 

Y our  fervants  at  command. 

The  Conjunctions  copulative  and  disjunctive* 
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Monjlro  quod  ip  ft  tibi  pojjis  dare.f  J UVEN.yir. 

.  •  What  I  fhow 

Thyfelf  may  freely  on  thyfelf  befrow. 

D'RYDyEN,. 

Fo  Timothy  Touchstone,  Ejq. 

S  I  R, 

ROM  the  flattering  patronage  I  met  with  at 
Paris,  and  the  univerfal  encouragement  I  expe¬ 
rienced  from  the  Englifh  Nobility,  and  fafhion- 
able  circle  in  that  city,  I  am  induced  to  offer  an 
^improvement  to  that  nation,  by  whom  merit  is 

S  f  courted. 
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courted,  genius  protedted,  and  with  whom  liben  • 
rality  abounds,  A  long  lift  of  witneffes  to  the 
effential  utility  of  my  plan  would  be  nugatory 
and  fuperfluous  :  originality  will  be  foon  diftin- 
guilhed,  and  its  intrinfic  worth  prove  its  moft  ef¬ 
ficient  recommendation.  I  hope  you  will  exciffb 
this  felf-  arrogated  praife,  of  which  time  mu  ft  de¬ 
termine,  whether  I  am  deferving. 

It  is  my  intention  very  foon  to  open  an  Aca¬ 
demy  in  St.  James’s -ftreet,  where  grown -up 
gentlemen  will  be  taught  the  principles  of 
walking ;  by  which  the  lateft-imported  moft  fa? 
fhionable  gait  and  eafieft  gefture  may  be  ac¬ 
quired  ;  the  leflons  are  purpolely  explained  in  the 
fjmpleft  terms,  that  the  moft  unenlightened  fcho- 
lar  may  not  be  difcouraged,  but  liberate  himfelf 

from  the  manacles  of  native  aukwardnefs. 

•  *  . 

As  the  Trifiers  are  efteemed  an  agreeable*  lounge 
by  the  beau  monde  during  the  tortures  of  an  hair- 
dreffer,  or  a  deficiency  of  chit-chat  at  breakfaft  j 
I  have  preferred  this  mode  of  application  as  a  prin¬ 
cipal  diffcmination  of  my  fcheme. 

A  patent  is  preparing,  for  though  Ariftotle  may 
anticipate  the  invention  of  a  Walking  Academy , 
the  modern  fchool  differs  in  every  point  from  the 

antient, 
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antient,  and  its  utility,  will  obtain  more  general 
fupport  and  liberal  praife. 


The  lludent,  before  liis  entrance,  mull  be  ini* 
dated  in  the  fundamental  principles  of  dancings 
be  well  acquainted  with  the  five  portions,  parti¬ 
cularly  the  fourth  and  fifth,  and  pradlife  for  fomc 
time  la  plus  degags e  method#  of  holding  a  flick; 
eafe  fnuft  be  fludied,  and  the  body  carried  in  a 


carelefs  manner;  no  violent  exertions  are  required ; 
to  point  the  toe  properly  is  the  moft  difficult 
ftep.  Tliofe  gentlemen  who  have  tender  feet 
may  be  accommodated  with  carpets  :  as  loon  as 
the  fludents  are  perfected  in  the  theory,  the  lef- 
foils  may  be  pradlifed  up  and  dowil  St.  James’s 
and  Bond-ftreet;  and  fliops  are  engaged  for  the 
relief  of  thofe  who  may  be  fatigued  with  the  ex- 
ercife * 


Such  is  the  fyfiem  I  propofe  to  our  fafhionable 
young  men,  which;  I  hope;  will  meet  with  your 
recommendation,  as  it  will  be  very  ferviceable  to 
Your  conflant  Reader, 

•s, 

Lewis  La  Mode. 

N.  B.  Proper  drefles  are  lent  upon  the  moll 
reafonable  terms  :  round  hats  of  all  fizes,  Walking 
boots,  bludgeons  and  canes  from  twenty  inches 
to  three  feet,  and  from  a  quarter  of  an  inch  dia¬ 
meter  in  the  centre  to  ten  inches. 


I  have 
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I  have  ferioufly  coi/idered  the  contents  of  Mr, 
La  Mode's  letter,  which  meets  with  my  difap- 
probation,  as  tending  to  promote  and  encourage 
ah  indolent  difpofition  in  a  clafs  of  individuals, 
whdfe  condudt  reflects  difhonor  on  the  eighteenth 
century. 

Since  the  chara&ers  of  a  groom  and  flrolling; 
player  are  aflumed  by  men,  whofe  fituation  in  life 
enables  them  to  gratify  a  whimfical  fancy,  and 
pleafe  a  verfatile  difpofition ;  when  the  fenate- 
houfe  is  deferted  for  the  liable;  when  fliarpers  are 
rewarded,  and  merit  is  negledled,  every  luxuri¬ 
ous  novelty  and  falhionable  trifle  will  be  encou¬ 
raged. 

The  number  of  walking  jockies  daily  increafes ; 
and  when  I  confider  the  various  accidents  to 
which  horfemen  are  expofed,  pedeflrian  appears 
the  more  eligible  exercife.  It  has  been  the  fuc- 
cefsful  attempt  of  modern  declaimers  to  fnew  the 
advancerr  ent  of  improved  manners,  to  extol  the 
refinement  of  the  prefent  times,  and  depreciate 
the  rude  and  unpolifhed  cufloms  of  our  ancef- 
tors ;  but  though  luxury  increafes  literature,  and 
deprefles  barbarifm,  it  is  the  fare  prognoftic  of  a 
declining  ftate. 


V  •  ' 
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The  effeminacy  and  licentious  conduct  of  our 
TaQiionablc  youths,  mult  certainly  imprefs  the 
mod  unfavorable  ideas  in  the  minds  of  ftrangers.j 

An  epidemical  mania  of  imbibing  the  foibles 
of  our  continental  neighbours  has  prevailed  for 
feme  time ;  liberal  candor  and  the  fimplex  mun - 
ditiis  have  been  exchanged  for  frivolous  levity* 
and  abfurd  foppery. 

That  the  charms  of  an  agreeable  perfon  derive 
additional  allurements  from  the  afliftance  of  drefs, 
is  not  an  idea  founded  upon  Utopian  principles  * 
an  early  pradtice  of  this  fentiment  may,  however* 
prove  detrimental:  the  caufe  may  originate  from 
a  laudable  motive,  but  the  effedt  will  be  attended 
with  the  moft  ferious  confequences.  Nature 
may  certainly  be  aided  by  art,  but  peculiar  pe¬ 
netrative  faculties  are  effential  to  the  exercife  of 
our  judgment..;. 

•J  C/ 

Ornaments  were  primarily  intended  to  attradl 
the  attention  and  excite  the  applaufe  of  others ; 
fome  fingular  fafhions  were  introduced  to  con¬ 
ceal  the  natural  deformities  of  thofe  who  were 
pkiced  in  an  elevated  fituatian. 

Enc#- 
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Encomiums  lavifhed  upon  the  tafte  of  ah  indi¬ 
vidual  excite  the  whifper  of  vanity,  that  his  pe?- 
fon  is  improved  by  ornament.  Elated  with  this 
idea,  he  commences  judge  of  his  own  charms, 
and  abufes  the  aftiftance  of  art;  and  concludes, 
that  a  profufion  of  drefs  muft  confequently  dis¬ 
play  him  to  greater  advantage  :  this  ill-founded 
opinion  (in  both  fexes)  has  rouled  a  ridiculous 
ambition  of  excelling  each  other,  and  envy  has 
induced  them  to  depart  from  that  fymmetry 
tffiich  eftablilhes  a  fine  appearance. 

The  difficulty  of  reforming,  and  the  hazard 
O'f  incurring  the  difpleafure  of  the  fair  fex,  pre¬ 
clude  me  from  offering  my  advice  on  an  article 
of  luxury,  to  which  they  employ  fo  much  in- 
duftry,  and  with  concern  I  add,  bellow  fuch  un¬ 
remitted  pains  in  rendering  themfelves  lefs  agree¬ 
able  :  without  doubt  they  are  ignorant  of  their 
own  i  n  ter  efts ;  for  the  regularity  of  their  features 
is  difguifed  to  procure  the  delired  effects  of 
making  themfelves  more  pleafing  to  our  fex ; 
this  compliment  is  an  additional  obftacle  againft 
the  defeat  of  their  purpofe,  or  exoofure  of  the 
ftntaftic  frippery  of  female  ornaments. 

I  find  with  regret,  that  fafhionable  ab fur di ties 
are  the  idols  of  many  young  men;  whofe  emulous 

ambition 
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ambition  of  becoming  the  votaries  of  folly,  has 
carried  every  article  of  drefs  to  an  extreme,  dif- 

graceful  to  an  enlightened  nation. 

£ 

Fafhion  is  almoft  expofed  to  as  many  viciffi- 
tudes  as  the  atmofphere ;  when  a  man  is  once  en-* 
lifted  under  its  banners,  he  folely  devotes  his 
time  t$  the  execution  of  its  commands.  Every 
other  idea  is  banilhed,  and  his  mental  faculties 
(which  in  general  are  not  ftrong)  are  racked  in 
the  invention  of  new  fafhionsj  literature,  and 
every  other  intelle&ual  improvement,  are  tafks 
too  laborious  and  beneath  the  confideration  of  a 
Man  of  the  world  3  fuch  is  the  title  aftumed  by 
thefe  gilded  butterflies. 

The  grand  principle  which  induces  them  to 
adopt  thefe  grotefque  whims,  is  to  gain  the  at¬ 
tention  of  the  fair.  Arrayed  in  the  magnificent: 
difplay  of  fafliionable  levity,  they  injudicioufly 
dangle  after  the  fair,  as  an  appendage  to  their 
equipage.  If  they  underftood  the  difpofition  of 
female  minds,  they  would  devote  to  internal  im¬ 
provement  the  time  wafted  in  the  abfurd  decora* 
tion  of  their  perfons.  An  extreme  obfervance 
of  fafhion  deftroys  the  efFeT  of  their  real  exter¬ 
nal  qualifications ;  although  it  calls  the  attention 
of  their  fupfofed  admirers,  it  creates  pity,  and  ex¬ 
cites 

*  / 
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cites  clifgufl  in  the  eyes  of  females,  whole  pow¬ 
ers,  they  falfely  imagine,  are  incapable  of  dif- 
cerning  their  ignorance  and  vanity. 

Thefe  failings  in  general  fpring  from  an  intel¬ 
lect]  al  weaknefs  rather,  than  a  depravity  of  feel¬ 
ing.  An  inordinate  paflion  to  be  admired,  and 
the  flattery  of  applaufe,  eafily  extend  their  influ* 
ence  on  men,  whole  minds  are  fufceptible  of  the 
moll  trivial  imprefiion. 

The  contents  of  the  following  letter,  from 
which  fome  of  thefe  obfervations  arofe,  will  give 
additional  weight  to  the  expofure  of  foibles  (not. 
to  ufe  an  harfher  name)  that  call  a  gloomy  prof- 
peC  over  our  national  tafte,  and  therefore  require 
the  moft  poignant  ridicule  to  effeC  their  refor¬ 
mation. 


The  Trifle  r. 


5  Q 


nt 


{ To  Timothy  Touch  stoke. 


,j-  ■  - '  ...  .  * 

S  I  R, 

I  lately  paid  a  vifit  to  a  friend,  whofe  con- 
viviality  and  good-humor  had  gained  him  the 
appellation  of  a  jolly  fellow . 


Mirth  and  rational  amufement  employed  the 

attention  of  a  large  circle  for  fome  time,  when 

the  fervant  announced  Sir  Harry  Brilliant  and 

* 

his  friend  Dick  Dafh,  two  ftars  of  fafhion,  better 
known  by  the  name  of  bucks.  They  entered 
the  room  arm  in  arm,  like  two  Brentford  kings ; 
the  extraneous  figures  of  thefe  two  petit  maitres 
awakened  fenfations  of  laughter  in  the  counte¬ 
nance  of  the  whole  company.  Whether  avarice 
or  poverty  (for  the  amplefi  refources  will  finally 
fink  in  the  quickfands  of  difiipation)  was  the  rea- 
foii  of  Dafh  not  allowing  his  tailor  fufhcient  cloth, 
or  whether  Snip  taking  the  advantage,  concluded 
he  could  apply  it  to  as  good  an  ufe  as  his  cufto* 

mar. 
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mer,  I  could  n$t  determine,  but  the  moment  life 
turned  his  back,  I  could  compare  him  to  no  ani¬ 
mal,  lb  appofite,  as  a  fox  withouphis  tail.  The 
figure  of  the  other  was 'equally  as  ridiculous: 
with  the  affefeled  air  of  a  £tfrtipl£te  Coxcbmb  he 
negligently  applied  to  his  eye  a  glafs,  which  was 
fufpended  to  his  button-hole  by  a  yellow' ribband* 
which  at  firif  fight  a  Itranger  might  have  miftook 
for  the  infigniaof  lome  foreign  order.  Upon  the 
chimney-piece  was  a  fmall  but  excellent  ftatue  of 
Venus,  with  this  motto,  6sa$i\ which 
being  obferved  by  the  near-fighted  Baronet,  he 
dropped  his  glafs,  heaved  a  figh,  and,  as  a  fpeci- 
men  of  his  abilities,  remarked.  It  was  an  arrant 
bore  to  be  terrified  with  the  fight  of  hierogly¬ 
phics,  which  lome  years  back  had  been  the  caufe 
of  fo  much  anxiety  to  his  mind ;  but  he  was  de¬ 
termined  never  to  open  a  Greek  book  again. 
‘c  Oh,  Dick,  I  am  fo  peftered,”  addrefiing  himfelf 
to  his  companion,  Cf  with  my  hatter,  that  I  can 
employ  him  no  longer  :  I  gave  particular  orders 
about  the  cock,  as  I  was  engaged  to  open  Lady 
Fillagre’s  ball  with  Mifs  Fulmen  After  the 
minuet,  to  my  aftonilhment  I  was  told  it  did  not 
cover  my  eye-brows  evenly,  the  right  fide  being 
the  fixth  part  of  an  inch  lower  than  the  left :  rpn 
konor  /twas  an  intolerable  misfortune,  as  many 

ladies 
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ladies  were  prefent,  who  are  pining  for  me,  and 
affirm,  that  I  am  a  charming  creature ;  but  Lady 
Backbite  was  there,  whofe  penetrating  eye  muft 
have  obferved  this  want  of  judgment,  and  fhe 
will  certainly  fpread  it  like  wildfire  through  the 
circles  of  high  life.”  His  companion  during 
thefe  remarks  was  applying  a  fmelling-bottle  to 
his  nofe,  obferving  the  heat  of  the  room  quite 
overcame  him  ;  his  fpirits  were  dejedfed,  and  he 
fhouid  faint,  unlefs  he  retired  into  the  air.  They 
confented  to  lounge  at  the  Opera,  and  therefore 
took  leave  of  a  company,  whofe  fociety  they  had 
difturbed  by  their  ridiculous  condudl  and  imper¬ 
tinent  converfation. 

The  character  of  the  Baronet  I  v/as  well 
acauainted  with,  but  as  I  had  never  feen  his  com- 
panion  before,  I  enquired  into  the  life  of  a  man 
whofe  behaviour  had  excited  difguft,  and  awa¬ 
kened  my  difpleafure.  <c  He  is,  faid  my  friend, 
the  fon  of  a  merchant,  whofe  induftrious  appli¬ 
cation  to  bufinefs  has  raifed  him  to  the  comfort¬ 
able  Hate  of  independance.  As  he  was  deprived 
himfelf  of  the  advantages  of  liberal  inftrudtion, 
he  was  determined  that  this  deficiency  fhouid  ne¬ 
ver  be  alledged  againft  his  fort,  whilft  it  was  in 
his  power  to  beftow  an  education  upon  him  ade- 
•  ~  quate 
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quate  to  his  fortune.  The  rudiments  of  literature 
he  jhould  have  received  under  the  infpedion  of  a 
private  tutor,  who  was  liberally  rewarded,  but 
finding  that  his  pupil  was  infenfible  of  admonition, 
and  that  every  effort  proved  fruitlefs,  he  permit¬ 
ted  him  to  ad  as  the  whim  of  a  changeable  dif- 
pofition  fuggefted.  At  the  proper  age  he  was 
removed  to  the  Univerfity  of  Oxford,  and  en^ 
tered  a  Gentleman  Commoner,  where  from  his 
taciturnity  he  acquired  the  title  of  Orator  Mum , 
His  father,  wliofe  principal  charaderiftic  was 
pride,  allowed  him  a  fum,  far  beyond  his  de« 
ferts,  for  which  he  was  enjoined  to  keep  as  large 
a  retinue  and  fpend  as  much  money  as  the  firfl 
Peer’s  fon,  upon  pain  of  difinheritance.  Thus 
fituated,  he  applied  himfelf  entirely  to  underftancj 
the  qualities  of  horfes,  and  though  he  feldom 
fpoke,  except  upon  the  fubjeds  of  hunting, 
fhooting  or  drefs,  he  valued  himfelf  upon  the 
ability  of  drinking  more  wine  than  the  firongefi: 
man  in  the  Univerfity.  He  has  made  the  tour 
of  France  in  company  with  a  Nobleman  and  Sir 
Harry  ;  the  French  language  he  is  totally  unac¬ 
quainted  w7ith,  the  cuftoms  and  manners  of  the 
people  he  is  likewife  ignorant  of,  as  the  attain¬ 
ment  of  knowledge  is  a  talk  too  painful  for  a 
fTian  of  his  fortune^  He  is  lately  returned,  and 
5  every 
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every  night  appears  at  the  Opera,  Theatre,  or 
fome  rout,  ogling  and  putting  every  woman  of 
modefty  to  the  blufh,  imagining  his  perfon  poff 
feffes  an  influence  over  the  fair,  as  attractive  as 
the  powers  of  magnetifm.  Strange,  that  fuch 
beings  fhould  exift  to  difgrace  fociety ! 

B. 


Timothy  Touchftone  is  extremely  Jerry  that  he  has 
Jo  long  neglected  this  Correjpondenf  s  favor . 

A  Village  Fireside, 

WHEN  nature  pines  beneath  a  hoary  veft. 

And  winter  frovms  in  rugged  tcmpefts  dreft. 
When  gentle  ftreams  no  longer  murmVing  flow. 
And  frozen  lakes  their  icy  mirrors  fhow. 

Then  village  ruflics  round  the  blazing  hearth 
Confume  the  heavy  hours  in  harmlefs  mirth. 

And  as  they  blithfome  quaff  the  nutbrown  ale,. 
Each  peafant  tells  his  coarfe  unfludied  tale. 

How  many  a  ghoft  oft  leaves  his  flinty  bed. 

To  bring  down  vengeance  on  the  guilty  head 
How  often  village  maids  have  been  deceiv’d 
®y  perjur'd  man ,  have  liften’d  and  believ’d. 

Till  fold  for  wealth,  or  facrific’d  to  pride. 

Like  fading  lilies  droop’d  their  heads  and  died. 

Whole 
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Whofe  ghofts  oft  fhine  amidft  the  fhades  of  night* 
And  gleam  revengeful  in  their  lover’s  fight : 

The  peafant  crowd,  with  reverential  fear. 

Regard  thefe  tales,  and  tremble  whilft  they  hear. 
In  clofer  circles  throng  around  the  fire. 

And  dread  to  hear,  yet  timidly  defire ; 

Each  blaft  of  wind,  that  murmurs  o’er  the  heath. 
Swift  fancy  paints  amefiengerof  death; 

And  foon  as  night  her  dewy  moifture  fheds,  ^ 
The  ruftic  crowd  afcend  their  homely  beds  I 
With  heated  fancies  and  diftemper’d  heads.  | 
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Ffunquam  potejl  non  ejje  virtuti  hem ,  $Etf£CA» 

Find  but  the  means  of  doing  good — nor  fear 

An  opportunity  is  always  near.  A  ndn, 

Fo  Timothy  Touchstone*  E/q* 

S  I  R* 

It  is  but  a  few  days  ago  that  I  accompanied  a 
gentleman  of  my  acquaintance  to  the  lodgings  of 
a  fair  incognita*  whom  he  defer ibed  to  me  as  a 
beautiful  and  accomplifhed  young  lady*  that  had 
no  objection  to  the  frequent  vifits  of  gentlemen, 
I  need  not  tell  you  how  much  I  felt  myfelf  tran- 
fported  by  anticipating  my  blifs*  or  delay  you  in 
deferibing  the  violent  and  rapid  emotions  which 

T  t  this 
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this  profpe6t  of  enfuing  pleafure  infpired  m$ 
with.  The  abode  of  my  friend9;s  Dulcinea,  I 
mu  ft  own,  in  fome  meafure  abated  the  fanguine* 
nefsof  my  expectations;  but  the  warmth  of  my 
withes  over-ruled  fo  flight  an  objection,  and  re¬ 
minded  me  of  many  a  firft-rate  Belle,  whofe 
Beauty  had  formerly  been  confined  to  the  narro\v 
circle  of  a  mean  neighbourhood,  and  there,  like 
a  flower  that's  C{  born  to  blufh  unfeen,”  had 
nearly  pined  away  doomed  to  be  negleCted,  and 
<c  wafte  its  fweetnefs  on  the  defert  air."  Full  of 
thefe  fentiments,  and  fondly  flattering  myfelf  with 
the  honor  of  introducing  an  handfome  woman  to 
the  admiration  of  the  crowd,  knd  the  envy  of  my 
brother  Bucks,  I  followed;  my  guide  up  two  pair 
of  ftairs,  and  was  by  him  ufhered  into  a  dark  and 
wretched  room,  where  the  figure  of  a  Female  in- 
ftantly  fixe;.!  my  attention. 

So  properly  the  objecft  of  affliction. 

That  heav’n  was  pleas'd  to  make  diftrefs  become 
her. 

And  drej/edht r  moft  amiably  in  tears. 

Young. 

Mifery  had  indeed  preflfecj  her  with  an  heavy 
hand,  and  plucked  the  rofe  of  beauty  from  her 
cheek,  yet  even  thus  fine  was  lovely  :  that  diftrefs 
which  had  robbed  her  of  a  thoufand  charms,  had 

alfo 
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alfo  written  reftgnation  in  her  countenance.  At 
fight  of  my  friend  fhe  reared  her  downcaft  head, 
and  vanquished  rne  with  the  languor  of  a  once 
fparkling  eye.  My  companion  introduced  me  a& 
one  who  was  come  with  a  defire  of  relieving  her 
di  ft  refs  :  fire  expreffed  her  acknowledgments  in 
a  voice  which  might  have  tamed  the'  fiercenefs  of 
a  lavage,  and  that  with  fuch  a  look  as  told  me 
cc  from  what  ftate  Jhe  fell.”  Her  hufband,  fire 

>  t  v  • 

faid,  for  whofe  fake  fhe  forfook  an  aged  and  in¬ 
dulgent  father,  was-— dead:  her  dear  William, 
who  had  loved,  cherilhed,  and  maintained  her, 
and  had  got  into  fo  good  a  line  of  bufinefs  as  to 
keep  her  genteelly,  had  that  very  day  month 

!.  i  *  '  A  *  i  ■'  ..  * 

breathed  his  laft.  His  love  for  her  had  given 

*  .  »  » 

loofe  to  his  imprudence,  and  fuffered  him  to  ex¬ 
pend  all  his  little  on  her,  not  doubting  but  that 
the  fame  kind  Providence  which  had  given  him 
that,  would  not  fail  to  reward  his  future  induftry, 
and  augment  his  fmall  ftock  of  wealth.  She  was 
reduced  to  take  up  with  her  prefent  mean  habita¬ 
tion,  nor  could  fhe  any  longer  afford  to  pay  even 
for  that :  as  for  herfelf,  fhe  had  but  one  wifh,  to 
fhare  her  William’s  grave*  and  join  his  departed 
fpirit ;  it  was  her  molt  earned  hope,  her  prayer 

'  v  .  .  ,  \  I  f 

by  day  and  night,  cc  but  even  here,”  added  fhe, 
u  there  is  an  bbftacle  which  I  ftruagle,  but  ih 
¥&in,  to  fur  mount-— a  dear  boy,  the  foie  pledge 

of 
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of  my  William’s  paffion,  looks  tip  to  me  for  lifo 
and  protection;  and  while  my  love  and  mifery 
prompt  me  to  wifh  for  inftant  death,  my  affec¬ 
tion  for  my  child  whifpers  me  to  pray  for  life, 
and  drive  to  fterti  the  current  of  my  calamities/' 
She  would  have  proceeded,  but  I  could  bear  it 
no  longer.  I  thanked  heaven  that  had  fent  me 
to  fuccour  and  to  fave  her,  and  with  thofe  feel¬ 
ings,  which  nothing  but  the  confcioufnefs  of  a 
good  action  can  infpire,  changed  her  tale  of  woe 
to  a  drain  of  real  and  heart-felt  gratitude.  My 
friend  had  met  with  her  in  the  fame  purfuit  in 
which  he  had  engaged  me,  and  obferved  to  me 
the  truth  of  a  remark,  that  there  is  fcarce  any 
evil,  from  which  feme  good  may  not  be  dedu¬ 
ced,  provided  we  weigh  the  matter  well,  and 
make  a  juft  ufe  of  the  golden  opportunity. 
With  refpedt  to  myfelf,  I  can  with  truth  affirm, 
that  never  in  my  life  was  I  difappointed  fo  much 
to  my  own  fatisfadtion,  nor  ever  did  I  fo  fenfibly 
experience  the  merit  of  doing  a  good  deed;  nay, 
ffili  more,  of  converting  Lewdnefs  into  Charity, 
and  dropping  every  thought  which  tended  to 
difgrace  me,  to  fly  to  the  relief  of  a  poor  diftreffed 
Widow,  and  fnatch  an  innocent  Babe  from  th#r 
gaping  jaws  of  death# 

.  ’  a 
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Mult  a  fidem  promijja  lev  ant ,  ubi  plenius  aqua 

Laudat  venaks ,  vult  extruder e  mcrces .  Horace. 

He  finks  in  credit,  who  attempts  to  raife 

His  venal  wares  with  over-rating  praife.  Francis* 

! To  Timothy  Touchstone. 

Sir,  - 

J  Revolved  in  my  mind,  an  hundred  times, 
whom  I  fhould  addrefs  this  letter  to ;  at  lad  the 
thought  occurred— none  fo  proper  as  yourfelf,  a 
T rider  by  profedion,  confeqtiently  a  man  of  pa¬ 
tience,  and  more  likely  to  bear  with  me,  fhould 
1  be  a  little  prolix  in  my  narrative.  I  am  firft  to 
acquaint  you,  that  I  am  one  of  the  Simpletons, 
who,  you  know,  are  nearly  related  to  moft  of 
the  families  in  the  kingdom  j  from  the  Prince, 
to  the  Peafant— a  family  particularly  didin- 
guifhed  for  pofiefiing  the  Chridian  virtues. — — » 
“  We  hope  all  things,  we  believe  all  things,  &c. 
&c.”  -  Owing  to  thefe  eminent  virtues,  which 
are  woven  in  our  Conditution,  we  are  perpetually 
made  the  dupes  of  fome  defigning  knave.  The 
Chevaliers  dd  Induftrie  come  from  all  quarters  of 
the  world,  (knowing  that  almod  my  whole  fa¬ 
mily  are  fettled  in  this  idand)  to  infult  our  un- 
derdandings,  pick  our  pockets,  and  what  is 
worfe,  oftentimes  to  injure  our  conditutions; 
But  the  knaves  which  do  us  the  mod  mifchief, 

lire 
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are  thole  crafty  ones,  who  by  barefaced  impu¬ 
dence  and  falftiood,  obtain  his  Majedy’s  royal 
Letters  Patent.  There  is  no  withdanding  their 
puffs  and  their  patents ;  under  the  fandtion  of 
them,  they  may  advertife  the  moft  glaring  ab~ 
furdities ;  were  they  to  amount  to  impoffibilities, 
fo  much  the  better ;  it  is  the  readied  way  for 
them  to  make  their  fortunes,  and  to  allure  my 
relations  to  flock  about  them.  I  remember 
about  twenty  years  ago,  an  honed  fellow,  fome- 
where  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Hatton-garden, 
obtained  a  Patent  to  vend  black  leather  breeches. 
In  his  advertifement  he  affured  the  public,  that 
the  more  you  wore  his  breeches,  the  blacker  and 
handfomer  they  would  look  ;  and  what  was  pe¬ 
culiar  in  his  black  dye,  (contrary  to  all  others; 
v/hich  are  known  to  injure,  and  rot,  whatever 
duff  is  dipped  into  them)  it  gave  the  leather 
great  firmnefs  and  durability.  Enough  faid  l  t 
was  impatient  till  I  had  one  of  them;  and  lo  L 
the  truth.  I  wore  my  breeches  but  feldom,  be¬ 
fore  they  grew  fo  rough  and  ruffetty,  that  I  was 
afhamed  to  lee  them  ;  and  by  riding  in  them  a  few 
times  afterwards,  they  went  all  to  tatters.  I  don’t 
mention  this,  Mr.  Touchdone,  as  any  great  harm 
or  difappointment ;  the  outcry  I  make  is  againd 
thofe  knaves  called  Quack-Dodtors,  who  not 
®nly  pick  our  pockets,  but  with  their  curfed  nof- 
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try  ms  Injure  our  conftiturions.  It  has  been  my 
misfortune  to  be  a  valetudinarian  a  great  part  of 
spy  life,  as  well  as  to  be  born  a  Simpleton ;  which 
is  the  only  apology  I  can  offer  for  dabbling  fc 
much  with  quack  medicines  as  I  have  done,  and 
ant  now  about  to  relate.  Before  the  memorable 
sera  of  the  leather  breeches,  I  began  with  the  ce¬ 
lebrated  Baume  de  vie :  I  took  it  as  prefcribed ; 
but  was  as  near  as  poffible  lofing  my  life  by  an 
inflammation  in  my  bowels,  in  confequence  of 
taking  that  harlh  medicine.  I  next  tried  Tur¬ 
lington's  Drops,  Anderfon’s  Pills,  James's  Ana¬ 
leptic,  cum  mult  is  aliis ;  and  I  can  fafely  fay,  I 
received  no  benefit  from  either,  agreeable  to  the 
report  made  of  them  by  their  feveral  puffs  :  and 
when  that  is  the  cafe,  the  odds  are,  that  your 
conftitution,  if  not  mended,  will  certainly  be  in¬ 
jured  by  them. 

The  next  that  came  in  my  way  was  the  famous 
Vegetable  Balfam,  an  infallible  cure  for  con- 
fumptions  and  afthmas.  You  mull  know,  Mr. 
Touchftone,  1  am  a  little  afflidled  with  the  lafl 
diforder.  Without  further  confideration,  I  cried 
out  in  rapture,  “Well!  God  be  prailed  for  all 
his  mercies !  I'll  banifh  my  afthma  for  -ever : 
here,  fend  for  one  of  thofe  miraculous  pints  U— 
fev  the  wav,  I  did  not  know  that  one  of  them 

would 
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would  coft  a  guinea,  otherwife  it  might  have  had 
fome  influence  over  my  hafty  temper,  as  I  am 
certain  it  would,  over  many  others  in  the  like 
predicament  with  myfelf,  who  would  not  he- 
litate  to  gratify  their  curiofity  at  the  expence 
of  five  drillings,  but  would  be  flaggered  at  a 
guinea.  All  this  is  obviated  by  the  Doctor’s 
fagacity;  he  has  condefcended  to  fay  every 
thing  of  his  precious  medicine,  but  not  a  word 
of  the  price. — But  to  return,  the  pint  -came 
home — it  was  paid  for,  therefore  too  late  to 
be  grumbled  about.  I  took  it  as  prefented, 
and  when  it  was  out,  fent  for  another,  agree¬ 
able  to  the  old  adage — cc  In  for  a  penny,  in 
for  a  pound” — I  took  that  alfo,  but  with  no 
more  benefit  to  my  aflhma,  ’pon  my  honor, 
Mr.  Touchftone,  than  if  I  had  fwallowed  a  quart 
of  treacle ;  and,  upon  farther  inveftigation,  I 
am  of  opinion,  that  this  famous  vegetable 
Balfam  will  turn  out  to  be  little  elfe,  than  that 
much  admired  Syrup,  with  a  little  juice  of  le¬ 
mon  fqueezed  into  it.  I  had  almofl:  forgot  to 
tell  you,  that  with  the  firft  pint  I  received 
two  papers  of  powders,  to  be  taken  if  my  body 
were  relaxed  by  the  other  medicines ;  the  con¬ 
trary  being  the  cafe,  l  made  no  ufe  of  them ; 
and  when  I  lent  for  tire  laft  pint,  I  defired 

they 
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they  would  not  fend  any  powders,  having  feme 
by  one:  but  I  was  anfwered,  that  they  were 
always  fold  together,  I  could  not  have  the  one 
without  the  other — if  not  for  the  benefit  of 
the  patient,  they  were  for  the  DodlorV—a  co¬ 
gent  argument  enough — to  cheat  me  and  my 
brother  Simpletons  out  of  their  money.  I 
did  not  mind  this  fo  much,  the  infallible  cure  ran 
in  rny  head  all  the  time  I  was  taking  the 
fecond  pint ;  but  when  that  was  out,  and  I  had 
occafion  to  recur  to  the  printed  directions  to 
fee  what  was  next  to  be  done,  I  then  read 
what  had  efcaped  my  notice  before,  the  honed: 

t 

Dodtor’s  caution  to  his  patients — i.  e.  <€  If  af¬ 
ter  taking  a  quart  bottle  of  the  vegetable  Balfam , 
they  fund  no  relief  they  might  as  well  give  over 
taking  any  more”  I  cried  out,  a  cheat,  a  cheat ! 
and  then,  for  the  firft  time,  began  to  exe¬ 
crate  the  treacle,  powders,  and  I  am  afraid, 
in  the  paroxyfm  of  my  difappointment,  Doc¬ 
tor  and  all - A  plague  on  fuch  infallibility  ! — 

nothing  more  to  be  done,  and  my  aflhma  as 
bad,  if  not  worfe  than  ever. — By  this  time  l 
had  leilure  for  refiedlion,  and  one  of  the  firft 
thoughts  which  occurred  to  me  was— What 
a  Simpleton  I  mud  be !  to  believe  that  a  pint 
or  two  of  treacle  (or  any  thing  elfe  you  pleafe) 
could  infallibly  cure  a  consumption  or  aflhma. --r 

A  man 
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A  man  might  as  well  attempt  to  cure  a  brokers 
fhin,  by  applying  a  plaifter  on  his  boot,  as; 
expecft  to  heal  wafted  lungs,  or  1  decayed, 
liver,  by  any  fuch  means.— -Indeed— die  fldii/ 
may  heal;  and  there  are  inftance's  pfyperfons ; 
living  many  years with  one  lobe  off  their  lungs, 
wafted,  but  no  man*  in  his  .fenfes,,  wOulekfup- ; 
pofe  that  the  plaifter  on  the  boot  healed  the 
one,  or  that  the  fwallowing  of  a  quart  of  Syrup 
could  cure  the  other.  It  muft  be  allowed  on 
all  hands,  that  no  nation  under  the  fun  is  fo 
credulous  as  the  Englifh,  and  it  is  therefore  made 
the  ftage  for  quacks  of  every  denomination  to 
figure  on.  If  a  fellow  had  impudence  enough 
to  advertife,  that  on  fuch  a  day  he  would  fly 
over  the  moon ;  Lord  1  what  a  number  of  my 
kindred  would  attend,  coft  whit  it  would,  to 
fee  the  exploit.  Don’t  ftare,  Mr.  Touchftone, 
there’s  no  more  difficulty  in  flying  over  the 
moon,  than  in  a  man’s  leaping  into  a  quart 
bottle- —kis  true,  this  exploit  was  not  performed; 
becaufe  the  performer  was  fuddenly  taken  ill; 
but  to  my  couflns,  who  crowded  the  theatre 
from  top  to  bottom ;  to  make  amends  for 
their  difappointment,  he  faithfully  promifed 
them,  if  they  would  do  him  the  honor  to 

meet 
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meet  again  on  that  day  fe’nnight,  he  wo^ld 
leap  into  a  pint  bottle. 

It  is  near  forty  years  finee  this  wonderful  maT^ 
appeared,  and  hearing  nothing  further  of  him* 
made  me  conclude  that  the  family  of  the  Bottle 
Conjurers  was  extinft,  till  the  patentee  of  the 
famous  Vegetable  Balfam  made  his  entree,  who 
I  fuppofe  is  the  fon,  or  defcendant,  of  the  great 
man  I  have  juft  mentioned.  But  joking  apart: 
I  truft  I  have  no  malevolence  in  my  temper. 
The  refentment  I  feel*  is  felt  by  every  perfon 
who  is  cheated  of  his  money  under  falfe  pretences. 
The  teftimony  of  nine  gentlemen  out  of  ten,  of 
the  horfe-guards,  makes  no  impreflion  on  my 
mind  :  the  Doctor  fays,  they  were  the  only  ones 
he  attempted  to  cure — the  only  ones,  I  prefume, 
in  the  whole  corps,  he  could  feledt  to  anfwer  his 
purpofe,  and  make  a  good  report  of  his  medi¬ 
cines. 

If  every  patient  of  the  doctor’s,  who  had  ta¬ 
ken  his  infallible  medicines,  were  honeftly  to 
certify  the  efFefh  of  them,  (but  that  is  impofil- 
ble,  as  the  major  part  of  them  are  already  put  to 
bed  with  a  fhovel)  it  would  be  found  that,  inftead 
of  nine  out  of  ten  being  cured,  as  impudently 
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aflerted,  there  were  more  20,000 L  prizes  in  the 
Strate  Lottery,  than  real  confumptive  perfons 
cured  by  the  vegetable  balfam.  I  fpeak  from 
experience  and  obfervation ;  there  are  many 
among  my  acquaintance  who-  have  taken  the 
vegetable  balfam,  but  are  no  more  than  myfelf 
the  better  for  it*  Indeed  one  young  lady,  a 
neighbour  of  mine,  went  fa  far  as  to  imagine  die 
was  almofl  perfedly  recovered  by  it>  but,  alas  l 
the  next  month  fhe  was  in  her  grave* 

I  will  trefpafs  on  your  patience  no  longer  than 
while  I  give  you  one  more  trait  in  the  charadter 
cf  my  family*  W e  peffefs  a  tolerable  fhare  of 
pride;  fa  that  were  a  Simpleton  to  be  tricked  an 
hundred  times  out  of  his  money,  he  always,  makes, 
a  fecret  of  it,  led  the  world  fhould  look  upon  it 
as  an  impeachment  of  his,  under  Handing*  Thus 
are  we  ever  precluded  the  benefit  of  information; 
and  I  am  Hire  we  fhall  continue  the  dupes  of 
defigning  knaves,  as  long  as  this  ifland  can  keep 
above  water,  unlefs  you,  Mr.  Touchftone,  will 
take  us  under  your  guardianfhip*  That  when¬ 
ever  cheats  and  impoftors  of  any  defcription 
come  into  circulation,  you  would  be  kind  enough 
in  your  paper,  which  is  fo  uni verlally  read  and 
admired,  to  give  a  caution  to  the  Simpletons  to 
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beware  of  them  in  like  manner,  as  well-difpofed 
perfons  oftentimes  do  the  public  againft  coun¬ 
terfeit  coin. 

Y our  compliance  with  my  requell,  will  entitle 
you  to  the  thanks  of  the  major  part  of  the  king¬ 
dom,  as  well  as  of  him  who  is,  with  the  greateft 
refpecl.  Sir, 

Your  moll  obedient,  &c. 

An  honest  Simpleton, 
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To  Pomona  my  acknowledgments  are  doubly  due ,  for  an, 
acceptable  favor,  and  a  fill  more  acceptable  mode  of  con - 
f erring  that  favor . 

Having  feen  the  Poem  of  Eliza,  1  think  it  but  juft  to 
afjure  her,  that  its  elegance  and  truth  entitle  it  to  univerjal 
patronage .  1  am  extremely  firry,  that  a  rcafin ,  which  in 
a  fiort  time  will  be  more  apparent,  precludes  me  the  benefit, 
of  her  further  correfpondence. 

As  a  very  few  weeks  will  totally  put  an  end  to  the  labors 
tf  the  Trifler,  thoje  correfpondents ,  whofie  communications, 
have  been  inferted,  arc  dc fired  to  find  in  their.  refpedlive\ 
#ames» 
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SATURDAY,  March  7,  1789. 


The  proper  itudyof  mankind \  Is  man.  Pope* 

AT  is  the  obfervation  of  a  living  writer  *,  who, 
however  fmall  iiis  pretenfions  may  be  to  clafllcal 
tade,  or  liberal  criticifm,  muft  certainly  be  al¬ 
lowed  an  intelligent  author  on  genera)  fubjedls, 
that  of  all  knowledge,  that,  which  immediately 
relates  to  man,  though  the  molt  important  is  the 
mod  neglected,  and  that  of  all  arts,  the  art  of 
life,  m  which  is  included  real  virtue,  and  real 
happinefs,  is  the  lead  dudied  and  the  lead  re¬ 
garded. 

*  Mr.  Pinkerton, 

U  11  Whether 
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Whether  this  uni verfal  neglecl  of  that,  which 
fhould  feem  to  engage  uni  verfal  purfuit*  and  un¬ 
remitting  diligence,  be  mofi:  owing  to  the  obfli- 
nate  prejudices,  or  common  inattention  of  man¬ 
kind,  is  a  point,  the  folution  of  which  would 
afford  fcope  to  more  fpeculative  ability*  than 
truth  will  allow  me  to  boaft  of,  or  the  intrinfic 
importance  of  the  queflion  to  beflow.  Modified 
and  varied  as  we  are  in  different  ftations,  and 
with  different  difpofitions,  perhaps  it  would  be 
impoffible  to  form  a  general  rule  of  action,  ap¬ 
plicable  to  every  occafion,  and  paramount  to  all 
thofe  amiable  tranfgreffions,  which,  though  con¬ 
trary  to  ftridfc  regularity*  are  always  grateful  in 
the  perpetration,  and  frequently  endearing  in 
their  confequences.  But  that  individuals  fhould 
feparatively  colledt  from  obfervation  and  religion 
that  art  of  life  beft  calculated  for  their  own  real 
felicity,  and  folid  fatisfa&ion,  that  they  fhould  be 
infpired  by  example,  and  enured  to  difappomt- 
ment,  reconciled  to  labors,  and  patient  in  ad- 
verfity*  is  neither  difficult,  nor  impoffible,  hot 
fuch  an  employment  as  all,  however  dignified* 
or  however  humble,  fhould  fubmit-  to  with  plea- 
fure,  and  accomplifh  with  alacrity.  It  is  on  this 
knowledge  and  practice  of  the  art  of  life-*-* 
a  knowledge  which  immediately  relates  to  man, 
and  a  pra&ice  that  eftablifhes  him  in  fociety — 

that, 
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that  virtue  alone  Is  founded;  without  them  are 
buried  in  activity  the  bell;  energies  of  humanity ; 
without  them  life  becomes  a  burthen*  and  exilic 
cnee  a  void. 

Of  what  importance  are  all  the  fcientific  am> 
jphilofophical  difcoveriesj  or  Tores  of  ancient  eru¬ 
dition  to  the  world  in  general*  otherwife  than 
that  they  may  lead  to  a  theoretical  knowledge* 
.and  virtuous  convidtion*  by  which  practical  du¬ 
ties  are  perhaps  more  ftrongly  enforced?  Are 
they  comparable  even  in  dignity  or  influence  to 
that  fecial  and  iomeftic  wifdom *  by  which  life  is 
rendered  refpeclable*  happy,  and  elevated*  on 
which  fociery  fubfifts,  and  without  which  every 
veftige  of  civilization  would  be  effaced  in  the 
unlimited  triumph  of  barbarifm  ?  It  mull  in¬ 
deed  be  allowed  that  true  pliilofophy  &nd  true 
virtue  are/  infeparable;  that  men*  whofe  excel¬ 
lence  in  the  former  is  unqueftionable*  in  moral 
character  are  unimpeachable ;  that  Newton  was 
no  kfs  a  Chriflian  than  an  aflronomer*  that  by 
many  arts  many  conveniences  of  life  are  pro¬ 
cured  ;  and  that  from  extenflon  of  literature 
fources  of  information  have  arifen,  by  which  the 
truth  of  Cffiftianity  has  been  confirmed.*  and  the 
falfe  reafoning  of  Freethinkers  defervedly  expofed. 
But  be  it  at  the  fame  confidered*  that  minds  de¬ 
dicated 
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dicated  to  abftradt  fcience  attend  but  little  to  in¬ 
ferior  occupations;  that  the  line  between  true  and 
falfe  philofophy  to  the  perception  of  feme  is  fa 
faintly  delineated,  as  to  be  eafily  or  unintention¬ 
ally  tranfgreffed  3  that  tranfgreflion  is  irremedi¬ 
able,  and  that  when  once  a  wrong  bias  is  adopt¬ 
ed,  every  trifle  will  affift,  and  no  reafoi)  eradi- 
,  tate  it. 

« 

But  I  forget  that  I  am  addrefiing  myfelf  to 
thofe,  whom  perhaps  philofophy  will  never  di¬ 
vert  from  their  fituariori,  and  whom  of  courfe  its 
dangers  can  never  difturb,  who  keep  the  noife- 
lefs  tenor  of  their  way  carelefs  of  fame,  and  un¬ 
ambitious  of  diftinftion ;  to  thefe  then  let  me 
obferve,  that  the  art  of  life,  which  lies  within 
univerftal  reach,  but  to  them  peculiarly  pertains, 
is  not  only  the  moft  fecure  from  invidioufnefs,  the 
*moft  eafy  of  attainment,  and  the  moil  grateful 
in  pofteftion,  but  the  moft  exalted  in  honor,  the 
mod  important  in  eftedi,  and  the  moft  eftentia! 
to  human  fatisfadlion.  To  thofe,  who  feclude 
themfelvcs  from  fociety,  that  they  may  benefit  it 
by  their  refearches,  who  immure  themfelves  in 
the  folitary  feenes  of  fcience,  the  attachments 
and  endearments  of  life  can  have  no  charms, 
folitude  is  their  idol,  let  them  then  obey  its  man- 
dates— for  to  them  the  art  of  exifting  with  their 
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fellow- creatures,  from  whom  they  have  totally 
detached  themfelves,  as  it  is  impradiicable,  is 
unnecefiary.  But  there  are  others  in  the  world, 
and  indeed  who  form  the  majority  of  it,  to  whom 
focial  delights  are  acceptable,  who  are  joined  in 
a  community  of  interefls,  and  bound  by  mutual 
reciprocations  of  kindnefs,  and  who  may  there¬ 
fore  be  fuppofed  to  view  with  fome  emotions  of 
regard,  Society — on  which,  as  on  a  bafis,  their 
whole  happinefs  fyb fills.  To  fuch  I  would  re¬ 
commend  as  a  fludy  and  an  employment  the 
art  of  life,  which  will  teach  them  in  the  com¬ 
mon  occupations  of  bufinefs — to  refill  with  firm- 
nefs  and  to  comply  with  chearfulnefs,  to  endure 
misfortunes,  and  fullain  profperity,  to  relieve 
diflrefs  and  defpife  oflentation— -in  fhort,  to 
exercife  virtue  and  love  religion,  not  with  proud 
feverity  and  fiavifh  fuperflition,  which  are  cul¬ 
pable  and  vicious  in  their  nature,  and  therefore 
foreign  to  all  that  is  lovely,  and  all  that  is  praife- 
worthy— -but  with  meek  complacency  and  flridt 
fidelity,  with  all  thofe  graces  and  decorums  na¬ 
turally  attached  to  confcientious  exertions,  and 
with  all  that  liberality  of  mind  and  benevolence 
of  difpofition,  which  to  firangers  is  prepoffe fling, 
and  among  intimates,  by  conciliating  trifling  dii- 
eordancies,  ties  the  bonds  of  friendfhip  in  clofe 
and-  indifibiuble  compad. 
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Bifhop  Burnet,  in  his  excellent  account  of  the 
life  and  death  of  Lord  Rochefter,  makes  the  fol¬ 
lowing  juft  obfervations,  which  as  they  apply  fo 
ftrongly  in  confirmation  of  what  I  have  faid,  will 
folicit  excufe  for  the  fpace  that  they  may  occupy. 
€C  Nothing  can  conduce  more  to  the  peace,  or¬ 
der,  and  happinefs  of  the  world,  than  to  be  go¬ 
verned  by  its  rules.  Nothing  is  more  for  the 
intereft  of  every  man  in  particular  :  the  rules  of 
fobriety,  temperance  and  moderation,  are  the 
foeft  prefervers  of  life,  and,  what  perhaps  is 
more,  of  health.  Humility,  contempt  of  the 
vanities  of  the  world,  and  the  being  well  em¬ 
ployed,  raife  a  man’s  mind  to  a  freedom  from 
the  follies  and  temptations  that  haunt  the  greateft 
part.  Nothing  is  fo  generous  and  great  as  to 
iupply  the  neceffities  of  the  poor,  and  to  forgive 
injuries;  nothing  raifes  and  maintains  a  man’s 
reputation  fo  much,  as  to  be  exactly  juft  and 
merciful,  Jdnd,  charitable,  and  compaftionate ; 
nothing  opens  the  powers  of  a  man’s  foul  fo  much 
as  a  calm  temper,  a  ferene  mind,  free  of  paftion 
and  diforder ;  nothing  makes  focieties,  families, 
and  neighbourhoods  fo  happy,  as  when  thefe 
rules  take  place— of  doing  as  we  would  have 
others  to  do  to  us,  and  loving  our  neighbours 
as  ourfelves,”  May  it  not  with  truth  be  aflerted, 
that  he  who  conforms  to  the  art  of  life,  as  ex- 
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plained  in  the  Bifhop’s  words,  is  a  more  noble 
and  exalted  character,  a  more  ufeful  member  to 
fociety,  and  a  greater  promoter  of  human  im¬ 
provement,  than  the  man  who  in  poffeffion  of 
genius  and  more  brilliant  talents,  ridicules  reli¬ 
gion  as  prieftcraft,  prudence  as  weaknefs,  and 
morality  as  a  theoretical  beauty,  and  pra&icai 
abfurdity,  who  tranfgreffes  all  decency,  and  vio¬ 
lates  every  obligation  of  real  honor,  and  who  Ii* 
the  felf-confequence  of  pride,  and  the  mean  max¬ 
ims  of  felfifhnefs,  fecretly  imagines,  that  his  ab;~ 
litres  conceal  his  tranfgreffions,  and  publicldy  de¬ 
clares,  that  he  is  fuperior  to  the  control  of  vulgar 
dire&ion,  and  the  laws  of  vulgar  fociety  ?  Surely, 
to  whatever  refpedt  and  dignity,  rank,  genius, 
and  erudition  may  entitle  an  individual,  it  does 
not  follow  as  a  neceflary  confequence,  that  the/ 
beftow  on  their  poiTefTor  an  exemption  from  the 
obiervation  of  thofe  cuftoms  which  prevail  among 
mankind,  and  of  thofe  rules,  which  alone  give  to 
fociety  vigor  and  polilh,  and  are  therefore  mu¬ 
tually  due  from  man  to  man  in  the  common  in- 
tercourfe  of  life. 

It  requires  but  little  labor  to  overthrow  the  ar¬ 
guments  of  thofe,  who  on  the  plea  of  fuperior  ge¬ 
nius  have  claimed  fuperior  privileges,  and  arro¬ 
gated  to  themfelves  that  portion  of  applaufe, 

which 
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which  to  render  firm  and  lading,  requires  tfi® 
unanimous  confent  of  the  virtuous  and  the  wife* 
We  need  only  examine  the  ties  by  which  man¬ 
kind  are  united,  and  the  nature  of  thofe  con¬ 
nexions  by  which  they  fbmd  related  and  at¬ 
tached  to  each  other,  and  the  folly  or  the  fraud 
of  thefe  claimants  will  appear  in  colors  too  con¬ 
temptible  for  difpute,  and  too  odious  for  ridi¬ 
cule. 

To  philanthropic  minds  it  would  be  a  matter 
of  much  confolation,  were  the  art  of  life  flu- 
died  in  proportion  to  its  importance,  and  were 
thofe  bonds  of  fatal  prejudice  broken,  which  per- 
fuade  men  of  found  abilities  and  found  principles 
to  prefer  the  delufive  charms  of  novelty  in  the 
purfuit  of  idle  (peculation  and  philosophical  ex¬ 
periments,  to  the  more  intrmfically  honorable, 
though  lefs  fpecious  mode  of  inflruXing  their 
fellow-creatures  in  the  arduous  duties  of  exig¬ 
ence— a  mode  of  mental  exertion,  which  would 
convey  to  the  mind  a  fironger  reflex  fenfe  of 
felf- approbation,  a  more  exquifite  and  refined 
pleafure  of  fympathetic  fenflbility,  than  aflro- 
nomy  could  ever  import  to  a  Newton,  or  meta- 
phyflcs  to  a  Locke. 

It  is  not  without  reafon,  that  Socrates  has 
obtained  the  name  of  the  .wifeft  philofopher 
among  the  ancients;  convinced  that  no  know¬ 
ledge 


ledge  is  comparable  to  that,  which  teaches  us 

* 

how  to  live,  he  endeavoured  to  infufe  into  the 
minds  of  his  difciples  a  pure  fyftem  of  prac¬ 
tical  morality,  adapted  to  the  common  occafi- 
pns  and  common  occurrences  of  life,  (equally 
removed  from  the  tenets  of  Stoicifm,  which 
would  extinguifh  every  generous  paffion,  and 
every  warm  emotion  of  the  human  bread,  and 
from  the  licentioufncfs  of  the  Epicurean  fed, 
whofe  morals  were  vitiated,  and  whofe  appe¬ 
tites  uncurbed,)  and  which,  next  to  Christianity, 
may  be  juftly  faid  to  contain  precepts  more 
worthy  of  univerfal  obfervation  and  obedience 
than  any  yet  prefcribed  to  the  world.  This 
great  map  diverted  the  attention  of  his  hear¬ 
ers  from  the  natural  to  the  moral  world,  taught 
them  to  examine  their  own  minds,  before  they 
inveftigated  the  attributes  of  divinity,  and  be- 
fought  them  to  be  fenfible  of  their  own  con¬ 
tracted  underftandings  before  they  attributed 
errors  to  Omnifcience,  and  defiled  him  with 
the  imputation  of  vice,  who  is  the  origin  of 
virtue,  •  and  the*'  model  of  perfection. 

Such  was  the  conduct  of  this  philofopher, 
whofe  fame,  no  longer  expo  fed  to  the  fhafts  of 
malice  or  envy,  is  now  unblemifhed,  and  whofe 
fuccefs  fhould  animate"  fome  prefent  Sage  to 
iimilar  exertion  and  equal  perfeverance.  But 

perhaps 
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perhaps  the  manners  of  the  prefent  age  ana 
the  age  of  Socrates  are  fo  different,  that  what 
he  atchieved  with  fo  much  reputation,  would 
only  entail  ridicule  and  difgraee  on  a  modern 
Profeffor.— If  fo— it  at  lead:  becomes  others 
to  compenfate  for  the  deficiency  by  felf-in- 
ftrudtion  derived  from  clerical  difcourfes,  and 
worldly  experience,  and  to  colled  for  their  own, 
life  that  knowledge,  which  was  the  pleafure 
and  pride  of  the  Athenian  philofopher  to  com- 
Iminicate  to  his  difciples. 

Speculation  may  dazzle  for  a  while  the  eyes 
of  its  votaries,  it  may  entangle  them  in  its  in¬ 
tricacies,  while  its  dangers  advance  impercep¬ 
tibly  ;  but  at  length  its  perplexity  will  be  ap¬ 
parent,  and  its  fallacy,  not  like  fome  fallacies 
will  be  innocent,  but  will  involve  in  doubt  of 
the  world  confequence  and  in  uncertainty  in¬ 
curable  thole,  who  may  have  purfued  it  beyond 
the  bounds  of  reafon*  The  vanity  of  natural 
and  experimental  fcience  on  the  virtue  and 
felicity  of  man  need  not  be  pointed  out.  In¬ 
deed  all  knowledge  and  all  arts  infinitely  fall 
fhort  in  real  utility  and  real  honor  of  the  ART 
of  LIFE,  which  unites  fociety,  and  imparts 
to  thofe,  who  pradtife  it,  tranquillity  of  mind, 
and  all  the  bleffings,  till  die  enjoyments  of 
virtue  and  religion. 


i 


No.  42. 


OF  THE 


nos 5&JEEE23S3222 


wiifatez »*o»  > 


Semper  ego  auditor  tantum  ? 

Juvenal, 

■  n— MBBBHBBEMH— — — — ^ 


LONDON: 

< 


PRINTED  FOR  THE  AUTHORS, 

AND 

Sold  by  Meflieurs  Robinsons,  Pater-nofter-Row* 
M.DCQ.LXXXIX. 


©ntetcu  at  ^tatfonei#  ipalL 

V 


/ 


I  am  extremely  Jorry ,  that  the  ejjay  figned  L.  came 
too  late  for  infer  t  ion. 


/ 


Number  XLII. 

OF  THE 


SATURDAY,  March  14,  1789, 


- - -  v avium  &  muiabile  femper 

Toemina.  Virgil. 

'Woman’s  a  various  and  a  changeful  thing. 

Dryden. 

For  the  Poetry  which  has  appeared  in  the  Trider 
with  the  fignature  of  Z.  I  am  indebted  to  a 
Correfpondent— The  following  Poem  is  in¬ 
tended  as  a  companion  to  fhe  Perjury  of  Man , 
and  from  the  fame  reafon  urged  in  vindication 
of  that  occupying  the  whole  of  the  Seventh 
Number,  will  no  doubt  be  acceptable  to  all 
the  lovers  of  the  genuine  Mufe . 
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PERJURY  of  WOMAN: 

/ 

Attefted  in  a  Letter  from 
FREDERICK  to  MATILDA. 


ARGUMENT. 

Matilda,  of  indigent  and  hwnble  parents ,  was  admired  by 
all  the  village  for  her  beauty  and  fimplicity.  The  foft- 
nefs  of  her  manners  ivon  the  hearts  of  Youth  ;  her  affec¬ 
tionate  attention  the  eft e km  of  Age.  Frederick,  a  young 
man  of  fortune ,  had  long  adonired  her ,  but  the  difference 
of  their  fituations  would  not  with  propriety  admit  of  a 
conjugal  union ,  and  his  fenfe  of  honor  objected  to  an  illegal 
connexion.  His  Love ,  however ,  fcon  overcame  every 
fcruple  that  his  Pride  had  for  a  while  fuggejled.  He 
fpared  no  expence  to  render  her  mijlrcfs  of  every  accom- 
plijhment  which  a  polite  education  can  afford \  and  he  foon 
beheld  her  apparently  poffeff  'ed  of  all  thoj'e  attainments  va¬ 
luable  in  woman ;  he  was  happy  in  fuch  an  inejlimable 
acquifition ,  and  thought  her  worthy  of  his  hand.  Not 
Ung  after  their  marriage  he  furprized  her  in  the  arms 
of  an  Adulterer  :  an  immediate  feparation  was  the  con - 
fequence ,  which  was  preceded  by  the  following  Epijlolary 
complaint  of  her  treachery . 


F  R  E~ 


FREDERICK  to  MATILDA. 


THO’  warm  in  youth,  yet  difcontented  grown^ 
With  all  the  painted  mandons  of  the  town, 

I  chofe  a  fpot  from  off  a  flriking  wade, 

And  gave  to  Nature  all  the  charms  of  Tafte; 
Heav’n  feem’d  to  help  me  with  indulgent  hand. 
And  fpread  prolific  richnefs  o'er  the  land  j 
Fair  as  the  light  each  opening  beauty  grew. 

And  gave  a  feeming  Paradife  to  view  ! 

Hence,  vainly  thinking  all  my  troubles  pad, 

I  weigh’d  my  future  blelfings  by  the  lad  $ 

But  heav’n  too  foon  revers’d  its  generous  plan, 

*  j 

And  thought  my  happinefs  top  vad  for  man ! 

And  in  a  blad  by  fecret  night  \yithdrew 
All  th’  enraptur’d  landlcape  from  my  view ! 

*  ~  A  * 

Thou  wad  that  bladed  fpot  $  in  thee  I  loft 
All  that  my  loving  foul  ador’d  the  mod— . 

Did  not  thy  bread  prophetic  pangs  reveal 
When  fird  thy  fingers  prefs’d  the  blufhing  feal  ? 
Didd  thou  not  weep  to  find  that  Frederick's  name 
Had  fign’d  this  faithful  pidtureofthy  fhame? 
Ev’n  now  thou  weep’d,  and  like  a  harlot's  tears 
In  every  drop  hypocrify  appears. 

Tho'  foods  of  anguifh  burd  thy  fwelling.  eyes, 

'  t 

Tho’  pitying  heaven  echoes  back  thy  fighs. 

Still  would  I  fcorn  each  forrow  with  difdain. 

And  only  learn  to  triumph  in  thy  pain. 

Woman 
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Woman  is  taught,  in  childhood’s  earlieft  fchool^ 
To  feel  by  fafhion,  and  to  weep  by  rule — 

To  malic  her  actions  with  fedusing  grace. 

And  praclife  lying  beauties  for  the  face  ; 

To  nobler  a£ts,  no  innate  paffion  warms. 

For  her  whole  foul  exifts  in  outward  charms  ! 

But  what  are  all  her  charms,  her  faults  to  me? 
Or  why  thus  cenfure  all  the  fex  for  thee  ? 

Can  harfh  reproach  recall  the  blulh  of  fhame  ? 

Or  forrow  purify  the  tainted  fame  ? 

Then  why  with  anger  fwell  the  cenfuring  line. 
For  how  fhali  paffion  eafe  a  care  like  mine  ! 

But  Fill,  Matilda,  when  with  calmer  viewr 
My  memory  traces  long-pad  feenes  with  you. 
Each  imag’d  blifs  condemns  what  rage  began, 

I  yield  the  Lover,  and  forget  the  Man ! 

My  coward  reafon  trembles  to  approve 
Of  other  founds  than  fuch  as  whilper  love. 

When  cloy’d  ideas  final!  no  longer  burn. 

And  thy  calm’d  fancy  can  from  frailty  turn. 

Let  it  recall  the  happy  hours  we  pafs’d. 

When  every  joy  caught  vigor  from  the  lafc, 

’Till  fuch  a  height  of  human  blifs  was  giv’n. 

It  feern’d  to  bear  our  lifted  fouls  to  heav’n  ! 

O  bled,  tormenting  thought !  that  now  deftroys. 
Now  wakes  the  memory  to  forgotten  joys. 
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Fearing  to  think,  yet  panting  to  purfue. 
Dreading  the  fight,  yet  greedy  of  the  view! 

Thus  do  my  thoughts  in  wild  confufion  rove, 

A  raging  anarchy,  thro’  faithlefs  love  ! 

Fain  would  my  bread:  its  rebel  care  reveal, 
Had  I  a  heart  to  cenfure,  you  to  feel— 

Ev’n  now  your  imag’d  felf,  that  angel  form. 
Which  nature  moulded  with  Superior  charm ! 

In  all  its  maiden  purity  appears. 

Awes  ev’n  in  fancy,  and  rebukes  my  tears  5 
O  beauteous  wand’rer,  in  thy  fin  fo  fair. 

Virtue  can  fcarce  from  jealous  fighs  forbear ; 
Whofe  charms  external  yield  fo  rich  a  light. 

It  blinds  the  keennefs  of  the  mental  fight ; 

That  bids  Morality’s  flern  foul  approve. 

And  drown  the  follies  in  delicious  love. 

Fir’d  by  the  thought,  my  prying  mind  fur^ 
veys 

The  torturing  period  of  our  blifsful  days, 

When  infant  paffion  blufh’d  with  modefl:  frame. 
And  in  half whifpers  lifp’d  its  virgin  flame; 
While  from  mine  eyes,  like  morning  beams  from* 
heav’n. 

To  rny  faint  hopes  thy  veflal  fmiles  were  giv’n ! 
Which  from  thy  foul  more  fecret  joys  difpiay’d 
Than  infpiration  ev’n  to  faints  convey’d  ! 


Swift 


The  T  r  i  f  l  e  r. 


Swift  as  the  breeze,  that  early  wakes  to  Tip 
Its  dewy  fragrance  from  morn's  rofy  lip  i 
I  Sew  to  greet  thee,  left  the  riling  day 
Should,  like  a  rival,  plead  my  cold  delay  ; 
And  as.  we  met,  a  ftoic  world  might  fee 
Pure  nature’s  faireft  antitype  in  thee  ! 


With  greedy  eyes,  alternately  we  took 
JLife’s  fweet  exiftence  from  each  other’s  look  ; 

And  when  thou  fpok’ft,  each  tone  from  nature  1 

f -  * 


sprung. 


On  the  fond  found  m’  enraptur’d  fenfes  hung,  | 
And  feem’d  to  kifs  the  mufic  of  thy  tongue  !  J 
Such  hours  recall’d,  my  prefent  griefs  renew. 
Which  owe  their  origin,  and  curfc,  to  you  !— 


Ill-fated  he ur,  that  bade  my  paftion  prove 

■  \ 

The  tender  inftind  of  a  gen’rous  love  •, 

That  bade  me,  firft,  debauch  th’  untutor’d  heart. 
With  the  vain  precepts  of  enlighten’d  art  j 
Expand  thy  notions,  virtuoufly  confin’d. 

And  wake  the  dormant  genius  of  thy  mind ; 
From  nature’s  fun  pie  dodtrine  bid  thee  ftray. 

To  catch  the  modern  leftons  of  the  day  ! 

O  curfed  pride,  that  could  fuggeft  the  plan. 

To  give  the  woman  equal  fenfe  with  man  I 
Woman,  more  lovely  with  a  fimple  mind. 

Than  all  the  gaudy  knowledge  of  mankind  ; 

Who, 


4 


541 


The  Trifler, 

Who,  from  herfelf,  can  virtue’s  road  furvey. 

Nor  want  example  to  point  out  the  way; 

Whofe  firft,  and  nat’ral  ftudy’s  to  improve 
In  the  rich  fcience,  of  encreafing  love  ; 

To  whom,  fuch  magic  tendernefs  is  giv’n. 

Her  fond  efteem,  can  make  e’en  earth  our  heaven  j- 
Whofe  very  foul  is  with  fuch  charms  replete. 
Without  her  Paradife  can’t  be  complete  ! 

Such  was  the  idol,  I  ador’d  in  thee, 

Thou  more  than  law,  religion,  life,  to  me  1 
Hadfl  thou  a  wifh,  Matilda,  nurs’d  in  vain, 
"Which  reafon  e’er  could  alk,  or  man  obtain  ? 

Did  I  e’er  cenfure,  or  in  thought  lufpend 
Th’  expences  female  vanity  attend  ? 

And  yet,  oh  curs’d  reflection,  fave  the  thought ! 
Whatendlefs  mis’rv  has  thiskindnefs  bought! 
Have  I,  e’er  fince  our  union  firlt  began, 

Too  much  forgot  the  lover  in  the  man  ? 

While  with  pure  tranfports  on  thy  bread:  I  lay, 
Di(Jft  thou  not  oft  repine  at  riling  day  ? 

For  oh,  to  revel  in  fuch  fond  delight. 

Would  make  a  blelfing  of  eternal  night ! 

'A  •  •  / 

What  is  the  world  to  me,  now  thou  art 
gone  ? 

Since  of  the  world,  I  lov’d  but  thee  alone : — * 

As  a  fond  parent  would,  with  partial  eyes, 

I  glorying  law  fuch  op’ning  beauties  rife  ! 


Then, 
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Then,  with  a  brother’s  cautious  eye  furvey’d. 

The  warm  attention  wond’ring  rapture  paid ! 

Till  pride,  no  more  with  ftruggling  nature  ftrove. 
But  hail’d  me  happiefl  guardian  of  thy  love  ! 

Oh,  what  a  blow  !  that  could  fo  foon  deilroy, 

A  parent’s  glory,  and  a  lover’s  joy  : 

For  if  in  one,  fuch  double  love  could  be, 

Th’  united  paffions  feem’d  to  burn  in  me  ! 

In  one  falfe  hour,  to  drown  in  wanton  lhame. 

The  glorious  title  of  an  honeft  name: 

That,  like  the  fun,  emits  fuch  fplendid  rays. 

All  other  charms  are  darken’d  by  their  blaze; 

And  when  this  life’s  diurnal courfe  is  o’er. 

That  lets,  to  rife  more  beauteous  than  before. 

From  focial  joys  my  wand’ring  fpirits  flray, 
Like  fancied  vifions  ’fore  the  rifing  day  ! 

At  found  of  man,  my  timid  nature  Harts, 

And  o’er  my  frame  a  guilty  blufh  imparts ; 

As  if  my  foul,  Hill  prefs’d  fo  clofe  to  thine. 

That  half  its  errors  flatted  into  mine  ! 

Such  thoughts  no  longer  Fred’rick’s  breaft  in¬ 
flame, 

Forfick’ning  paffion  dwindles  into  fhame  ! 

My  wounded  honor  with  indignant  pride, 

Scorns  that  falfe  grief,  which  pity’s  felf  muft 
chide  ; 

,  Rouzes 
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Rouzes  my  fenfes  from  lethargic  woe, 

And  bids  the  manlier  paffions  freely  flow  ! 

Which,  choak’d  by  droughty  fevers  of  thy 
love. 

Nature  could  fcarce  their  dagnate  flream  dif- 
folve  ! 

Thus  wou’d  my  reafon,  but  in  vain,  reprove 
How  weak  is  reafon  when  oppos’d  by  love  ! 

T  hus  would  it  blot  eaeh  fond  idea  pad. 

And  fain  conclude  each  fentence  as  the  lad. 

But  how  can  mem’ry  from  my  padion  fly  ? 

Or  mem’ry  living,  how  can  padion  die  ? 

Since  ev’ry  pulfe  in  nature  breathes  thro’  love, 
Then  how  fhall  nature  from  herfelf  remove  ! 

Here  let  me  dop  !  for  oh,  my  pregnant 
mind, 

Ev’n  from  deliv’ry,  fwells  the  more  confin’d  ! 

My  pen,  as  confcious  of  its  wonted  fway. 

On  thy  dear  name  could  wade  itfelf  away  : 

Yes,  treach’rous  woman,  while  his  feelings  live, 
Though  Fred’rick  can’t  forget,  he  mud  for¬ 
give  ! 

Court  with  .edeem,  the  pilf’rer  of  thy  fame. 

Exult  in  guilt,  and  glory  in  thy  fliame  ! 

Let  lud,  that  gave  you  t’  his  adult’rous  arms. 

Live  in  each  look,  and  wanton  in  thy  charms  : 

.  Let 
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Let  not  one  a £t  an  honed:  thought  impart. 

Its  flafh  will  ftrike  thee  from  th’  adorer’s  heart ; 
For  how  can  virtue  his  affections  win, 

Who  prov’d  thy  fondnefs  by  the  worft  of  fin  ? 

.  *  f  ‘  V '  .  .  V 

I  ■  ■<  K‘  ■  ■  ,  -i  ■  -  f  “ 

t  i  N'  , 

No  !  rather  vex  thy  foul  with  pious  care. 

And  keep  it  waking  by  continual  pray’r  : 

Fly  from  the  world,  from  all  its  pleafures  fly. 
Attain  the  glorious  knowledge  how  to  die  l 
And  if  by  faith  to  drift  repentance  won. 

Thou  well  conclud’ft  a  life  fo  ill  begun. 

Oh  may  our  fouls  (till  loving,  enter  heav’n. 

And  as  I  now  forgive,  be  both  forgiv’n. 

Z. 
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u  The  cloud- capt  Toiv’rs ,  the  gorgeous  Palaces , 

J'olemn  Temples ,  the  great  Globe  it  [elf 
tc  all  which  it  inherit ,  dijjolve  - - >M 

Shakespeare 

T-T 

Jl  i.  O  W  then  can  the  Trifier  hope  to  efcape  a 
fate  common  to  all  the  labors  of  human  m- 
dmtry  ?  Time,  which  fubdues  all  things,  has* 
at  length,  put  a  period  to  the  efforts  of  Timothy 
Touchitone.  But  ere  the  curtain  is  drawn  over 
his  performance,  and  the  pen  falls  from  the  hand 
,  Y  y  0 
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of  the  youthful  Moralift,  it  will  be  expelled,  that 
he  iliould  formally  take  leave  of  his  patrons* 
and  publicly  declare  why,  when  his  -  little  bark 

-~.t  y-V  y  '  .  .  .. 

appears  fo  fmoothly  to  glide  down  the  dream  of 
fuccefs,  with  fails  gently  inflated  by  the  breath 
of  popular  favor,  he  fhould  lay  up  his  veiTel  in 
the  harbour,  That  my  fuccefs  has  been  at  lead 
equal  to  my  deferts,  I  am  very  ready  to  allow— 
But  as  the  work  was  originally  undertaken  with 
the  avowed  intention  of  employing  my  leifure 
hours  only ,  I  am  refolved  that  no  confideration 
lhall  induce  me  to  make  any  plan  of  my  own 
encroach  upon  the  purpofe  for  which  I  was  ad¬ 
mitted  into  Wedminder  College  ;  and  as  this 
would  be  the  inevitable  confequence  of  its  pro- 
fecution  at  prefent,  1  think  it  more  advifeable  to 
conclude.  The  above  reafon,  which  would 
lone  be  fufiicient  to  dop  the  progrefs  of  my  pen, 
is  moreover  enforced  by  feveral  other  motives, 
of  inferior  weight,  amongd  which,  that  I  have 
already  written  as  much  as  a  boy  ought  to  write* 

,  Hands  prominent.  To  thofe  who  objebt  to  my 
writing  at  all,  this  is  my  final  anfwer  :  it  is  an 
opinion  too  generally  received,  that  whild  Latin 
and  Greek  are  with  the  greateil  affiduity  attend¬ 
ed  to  at  public  fchools,  the  mother-tongue  is  ai¬ 
med  wholly  negledted.  To  controvert  this  opL 

idem,  was  partly  my  reafon  for  aflfuming  the 

pen  ; 
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pen ;  of  my  fuccefs,  thofe  that  read  my  per¬ 
formance  mull  determine,  nor  can  they  fay 
worfe  of  me,  than,  cc  magnis  tamen  excidit  aufis  ” 
In  another  point  of  view,  I  like  wife  flatter  my- 
felf,  that  my  eflays  will  not  be  found  void  of 
utility ;  inafmuch,  as  many  giddy  youths,  who 
never  digged  for  the  rich  ore  of  knowledge  thro’ 
the  pages  of  the  Rambler,  or  fkirnmed  over  the 
furface  of  fcience  in  the  more  humorous  Specta¬ 
tor,  may  yet  be  impelled  by  curioflty  to  perufe 
the  writings  of  their  companion  $  and  furely, 
the  molt  cenforious  critics  will  allow,  that  fuch 
might  profit  by  the  admonitions  of  T.  T ouch« 
Rone.  In  fliort,  if  I  have  committed  an  error, 
it  is  furely  a  venial  one,  Alice  none  who  do 
not  chufe  it,  need  be  offended  at  the  fight  of 
my  writings,  and  therefore  cannot  in  jufiice 
require  an  apology,  fince  to  them  my  labors 
have  never  been  dedicated ;  and  whilft  I  find  the 
public  in  general  well  difpofed  towards  me,  I 
ihall  always  difregard  the  cenfure  of  difeontented 
individuals.  It  has  been  a  matter  of  infinite 
pleafure  to  me,  that  where  I  have  cafually  heard 
my  own  wTritings  feverely  cenfured,  the  reproof 
has  not  been  fingiy  fixed  upon  me ;  but  that 
writers  of  real  and  acknowledged  merit,  have 
alfo  partaken  of  the  general  blame,  merely  be- 
caufe  they  were  not  born  a  thoufand  years  ago. 

Perhaps 
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Perhaps  1  fliould  attempt  a  vindication  of  this 
fuppofed  crime,  had  not  Horace,  in  his  Art  of 
Poetry,  compleatly  anfwered  all  pedantic  cri¬ 
tics,  who  allow  no  degree  of  merit  to  any  but 
the  Greek  authors  as  to  the  remarks  of  there 
being  a  fufficient  quantity  of  books  already 
written,  and  nearly  as  many  authors  as  readers, 
they  are  in  themfelves  objections  too  ridiculous 
and  futile  to  deferve  a  ferious  anfwer. 

The  next  point  on  which  I  have  to  write  is, 
my  filence  with  refpeCt  to  the  fignatures  5  and 
I  do  not  doubt  but  that  my  reafons  for  departs 
ing  from  the  general  cufcom  of  periodical  wri¬ 
ters,  will  appear  juft  and  fatisfaClory  to  the  pub¬ 
lic.  For  although  fome  fparks  of  genius  may 
be  apparent,  correCtnefs  is  rarely  expeCted  to 
be  the  charaCteriftic  of  juvenile  writings  ;  much 
lefs  when  an  appointed  time  is  fixed  for  the 
publication  of  every  effay,  the  approach  of 
which  frequently  induces  the  author  to  compote 
in  Kafte,  and  deliver  it  to  the  public  ere  it  has 
been  reviled  by  the  cautious  hand  of  correction — 
confequently  errors  rnuft  inevitably  be  inferted, 
on  whieh  the  fharp  eye  of  criticifm  will  greedily 
fallen,  and  rejoice  in  triumph  over  its  unwary 
prey.  Since  I  cannot  therefore  expeCt  that  my 
work  is  exempt  from  the  failings  incident  to 
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youth,  and  alfo  hope,  that  if  I  (till  continue  ta 
feek  fame  by  literary  attempts,  I  may  probably, 
when  time  has  matured  my  judgment,  bring 
forth  fomething  that  may  add  more  credit  to 
my  productions,  and  prove  a  firmer  foundation 
for  the  reputation  of  an  author,  than  the  un¬ 
labored  eiTays  of  an  unimproved  mind,  I  mean 
to  hide  my  real  name  from  the  prying  eyes  of 
public  enquiry,  and  chufe  that  my  writings 
fhouid  rather  appear  to  be  the  hafty  effufions  of 
a  Weftminfter  boy,  than  of  any  particular  in¬ 
dividual  ;  not  that  I  am  vain  enough  to  fup- 
pofe,  that  W eflminfler  could  receive  any  addi- 
ditional  luflre  from  the  Trifler,  being  fenfible 
its  reputation  (of  having  through  all  ages,  edu¬ 
cated  fome  of  the  nobleft  ornaments  of  England) 
can  fuffer  no  increafe  or  diminution  from  the 
efforts  of  fo  infignificant  an  animal  as  Timothy 
Touchilone:  but  as  few  authors  affix  their 
names  to  their  firfl  performance,  till  they  know  it 
is  favorably  received,  I  think  myfelf  by  no 
means  culpable  in  not  fatisfying  an  idle  curiofity 
for  great  mufl  be  the  confidence  of  any  writer 
of  my  age,  who,  having  written  unconnected 
papers,  with  the  errors  natural  to  a  firfl  at¬ 
tempt  by  the  infertion  of  his  name  in  capi¬ 
tals,  fhouid,  as  it  were,  throw  down  the  gauntlet 
to  criticlfm,  and  publicly  challenge  invefliga- 
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tion;  nor  Oould  I,  whilft  I  might  admire  the 
courage,  pay  a  compliment  to  the  prudence  of" 
fuch  conduct*  Jn  fhort,  I  can  difcoyer  but 
three  motives"  to  induce  a  writer  in  my  fituation 
to  declare  his  name  :  the  firft,  as  imagining  his 
performance  may  add  celebrity  to  his  place  of 
education ;  the  feconcl,  to  acquire  fame  in  the 
literary  world  ;  and  the  lad,  to  fatisfy  curiofity. 
With  regard  to  myfelf,  I  am  not  fo  great  an 
egotift  as  to  be  flattered  with  the  firjft  j  the  fe- 
cond  (if  it  v/ere  in  my  power)  I  am  not  at 
prefent  defirous  of  obtaining ;  and  the  third,  I 
fhould  prefer  difappointing :  then  why  fnould  I 
difcover  myfelf  ? 

i 

My  correfponderits,  with  mod  of  whom  I 
am  perfonally  acquainted,  influenced  by  the 
fame  motives  which  have  aduated  my  con- 
dud,  have  declined  the  publication  of  their 
names* 

Perhaps  it  will  be  objected  that  thefe  papers 
are  not  as  mifcellaneous  and  diverfifled  as  might 
be  expeded  from  my  firft  avowed  intention, 
and  I  mud  acknowledge  that  my  purpofe  has 
been  frequently  altered  fmce  I  firft  commenced 
them.  Defirous  of  profiting  by  the  general 
opinion,  and  eager  to  pleafe,  I  iiftened  with 
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too  much  avidity  to  the  voice  of  every  ad- 
vifer,  and  confequently  very  little  adhered  to 
my  own  plan.  At  flrft,  I  was  defircd  to  de¬ 
dicate  my  pen  to  the  fervice  of  morality ;  then 
I  received  anonymous  letters,  in  a  female  hand* 
requeuing  fomething  humorous,  or  a  little 
love  and  poetry;  after  this  I  was  informed* 
that  there  were  few  precedents  of  periodical 
works  becoming  vehicles  for  poetry.  Perplexed 
by  the  multiplicity  of  my  counfellors,  which 
contrary  to  Solomon*  I  did  not  find  produc¬ 
tive  of  wifdom,  I  rejedted  my  own  plan  with¬ 
out  adopting  that  of  any  other,  and  proceeded 
as  my  inclination  diredted  me,  determined  to 
make  my  pen  fubfervient  to  my  temper.  Ac¬ 
cording  to  this  rule  I  have  invariably  adled ; 
when  I  found  my  mind  elevated  by  gaiety, 
light  and  trifling  were  its  effuflons ;  and  when 
more  ferioufly  inclined,  my  eflays  breathed  a 
graver  and  more  moralizing  tone. 

Thofe  Critics,  who  plume  themfelves  upon 
any  little  error  they  may  have  cafually  difeo - 
vered  in  my  writings,  I  only  beg  leave  to  re¬ 
mind,  how  much  more  difficult  it  is  to  And 
fault  with,  than  to  produce  an  immaculate  per¬ 
formance  of  any  kind ;  that  as  Homer  fome- 
tirpes  fleeps^  and  that  as  there  are  fpots  even 

in 
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in  the  very  Sun,  it  would  be  unreafonable  to 
expedt  the  T rider  to  be  exempt  from  errors 
let  them  alfo  remember  that  it  behoves  a  cri¬ 
tic  to  be  as  cautious  in  his  cenfures,  as  it 
becomes  an  author  to  be  circumfpedt  in  hi$ 
writings:  For 

-  ■ « —  ■-— >  lefs  dang’rous  is  th’  offence 
To  tire  our  patience,  than  miflead  our  fenfe  ; 

Some  few  in  that,  but  numbers  err  in  this, 

Ten  cenfure  wrong,  for  one  that  writes  amifs. 

Pope* 

N. 
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